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REMARKABLE EVENTS 
IN THE 


ET © 


OF THE 


PRIMITIVE FATHERS, 
EMINENT REFORMERS, AND MARTYRS, 


IN THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH; 
INCLUDING 
A Conciſe Hiftory of the Lives, Sufferings and Deaths, 
of the Noblemen, Biſhops, and other diſtingniſhed Perſons 
who have valiantly defended the Proteſtant Religion; 
Several Striking Anecdotes; 


And, an Account of fingular Judgments inflicted by Almighty 
| God, upon many cruel Perſecutors of his Church. 
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THE WHOLE CALCULATED 
To inſpire the Reader with ſublime Sentiments of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and te check the growing Infidelity of the Age. 
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BY S. STAUGH TON, . 


Theſe are they which came out of great tribulation, and have waſhed tba 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Rev, vii. 14. 
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PREFACE. 


0¹ the uariaur Publicntions with which the yrofot 

Ae abounds, few are more pleaſmg,. infiruives 
and animating, than thoſe which contain f Lives, 
Characters Atchlevements, &c. of eminent” Ons 
whothry Stateſman, Warriors, or Divine. 


. The amazing Igneranct which prevails ii in the Mons 
of many reſpetting. that important and uſeful Part of. 
Biegraphy, * The: Lives of the Primitive Fathers, 
* eminent, Refortueri,: ond Martyrs, in the Ghriflian: 
Church; — has frequently been obſerved, 101th pin - 
ful Regret ; the Memory of whoſe unwearied Zeal, 
aun Iatrepidieyy. Suffering, and Conftancy, 
muſt be ever dear to Proteſtants; ſince, through this 
Medium, the Streams of many of the invaluable Privi- 
leges and Liberties we enjoy, under the auſpicious Pro- 
tectien of the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, richly flow. 


Perhaps, one leading Roajer why many Perſons are 
fo unacquainted with the Subject, is, that maſt Publica- 


tions of this Nature are ſo voluminous and expenſ/rveg 
that few Individuals, comparatively, have bad either 
Time to read, or Capacity to procure them. Beſides, in 
pernſing the large Details of the Lives of Martyrs, &c. 
az Wwe 


iv PREFACE: 


aue find many Circumſtances far from intereſting, which. © 
- only calculated to exhast the Tame, Attention, and. . 


atten of the Reader. 


To ſuppreſs the mare trivial Relations, and ſee the 
moſt remarkable Events which have difti nguiſhed their 
Characters, ut the ſame Tine endeavouring ro maintain 
a due Connection of the various Parts, — babe been the 
main Objects of the Compiler of the following Work. 


ig, ffom the ſmiling Fields of Hiſtory, gathered 
of the ma infiruttive Beauties, be takes the Liberty 
of Feſenting. the pleaſing ColletHint to a candid Public. 


A Relation. of the Fudgments of Ged, an the Perſicu- 
tors of his Church, is ſubjoined; with a fincere Deſire 
that the Sons of Vice may be thereby induced to _ 
with Caution, and that the humble 
ercited to take down his Harp the Willews; « — 
with ſacred Songs, _ N „ march on his 
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ceſsful preaching, ibid.—Tormented, by command of : 
Siſinius, before a gentle fire; put into an hot oven, 
thrown to wild beaſts, and yet preſerved, p. 3.— Be- 
headed, p. 4. 3 


ibid. Sharply reproves idolatry, p. 6.-Exhorts to- 
martyrdom, and perſonally deſlres it, p. 7. Devour- 
ed by wild beaſts; p. 8. f 


POLY C ARP, p. 9.— His early converſion; and fami- 
liarity with the apoſtles, 16.His zeal for the truth, 
p. 10.— Is apprehended,. and brought to Rome. 
where he boldly replies to- his adverſaries, p. 12, 13.— 
Condemned to flames, p. 14—An aſtonithing circum- 
ſtance that then took place, p. 15. 


ORIGEN, p. 15.—His: early progreſs in literature” 
and piety, ii Longs to ſuffer martyrdom with his 
father, p. 18.—How prevented by his mother, 7674. 
His ſufferings and death, p. 19. Dupin's character 
of him, N. 20. 


CYPRIAN, p. 21.—Elefted tiſhop of Carthage, 16.—. 
| Threatened with death, but flies to avoid it, p. 22 
Returns, is apprehended, examined, and beheaded, 
p. 23 to 26.— Character and ſayings, p. 27. 

CONSTANTINE the Great, p. 28.— Animated by 
a viſiou in the heavens, obtains a ſignal victory, and. 
enters Rome in triumph, p. 29, 30, &&—Purges the 
churches from Pagan idolatry, p. 42, 33. 4 
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ATHANASIUS, p. 34,—His furprifing genius, dif. 
boyiſh play: elected biſhop.” 
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covered hy Alexander in 


emperor, depoſed, and baniſned to France, p. 35.— 
The deceit of Arius, and his awful, ſudden death, 
36, 37 — Athanabus;s ſingular. letter on the occa- 


ſion, p. 38.—The judgments of God on Julian, the 


apoſtate, p. 42.—Athanaſius, after enduring a long 


ſucceſſion of perſecution, died in peace, p. 44.—His 


character, works, &c. ibid. 


BAS IL, p. 45.—Succeeds Euſebius in the biſflopric of 
Ceſarea, ibid. Summoned before Modeſtus, p. 46.— 
His manly, chriſtian defence, 16.— His notable ſpeech 
when called to viſit the emperor's fon in ſickneſs, 
p- 49.—His death, character, ſayings, &c. p. 50. 


AM BROS E, p. 5. —A peculiar. circumſtance in his 


infancy, ibid.— His — — choice. to the biſhopric 
of Milan, 
peror's ſon, ibi. -In conſequence of Maximus's de- 


teſtable maſſacre, prohibits his entering the church, 


p. 56, 57. — The emperor's great penitonce and hu- 


miliation, on his re- admiſſion, p. 59.— Ambroſe's. 


deceaſe, interment, &c. 60. 


CHRYSOSTOM, p. 61.—His great genius: made 
biſhop of: Conſtantinople, p. 62.—Succeſsful in his- 
miniſtry, eben de By the Arians, &c. p. 63.— 


Depoſed and baniſhed, p. 65. —-Reſtored, . — Do- 
poſed and baniſhed a ſecond time, p. 66. The church 


and palace burnt the ſame day, i4i4.—His meſſage to 


Endoxia, character, works, &c. p. 68. 


ing end piety; 


his patience: in ſickneſs, and charitable diſpoſition, 
p. 70. A laborious preacher of righteouſneſs, p. 71. 
— His religious ſentiments, p. 72. 


WICEK LIF F, the finſt reformer in England, p. 73.— 
Fox and Burnet's account of him, 74.—His wiſdom 
in reforming errors by degrees, p. * 

the 


p. 52,—His ſpirited oppoſition to the em- 
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— Ge bible into Engliſh,. i6:4.—Wasperſecuted: bythe. 
p. archbiſhop of Canterbury, but defended by the duke 
e of — g. 76. Died in peace, at. Lutterworth, 
bo A. D. 1385, p. 77-—His bones taken up 41 years; 
* after, and burnt, 76id. — rn e. 


„Ius, b. 78.—His leaming,, picty.. and zeal in 
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ige 25 2 
preaching the goſpel, 1644. - Summoned to appear at 
85 Conſtance, ibid. Impriſoned, p. 79.—Not ſötkered 


to defend his doctrine, 2854. Commends his-cauſe to 

'Jeſus, p. 90. Degraded from the prieftly office, 

of ibid, His prophecy reſpecting Luther, p. 81: — Sen- 
tenced, mt burnt, triumphing ir the flames, 164. 


JER OM, of Prague, p. 82. Famed for his qualifi-- 
cations, 1514.—In danger of being apprehended, and.. 
fled, but was taken, bound with iron ctmainsz and im- 

is priſoned near twelve months, p. 83.— Through fear, 

ic recanted, hut repented;. and boldly confeffed the 

. truth, p. 84.— Was burnt, ſinging praiſes to God in 

eo the flames, p. 85.— An. excellent letter, by Poggius,. 

hs. reſpecting him, ibid:. | Dog 


g (x JOEN-OLDCASTLE, Lord Connamy.a.zea-- 
lous proteſtant, p..92.—Accuſed to the king, g3.— 
His proteſt againſt popery, ibid. — His noble defence 

de ſilenced the court, and threw them into confuſiot, 

is. p. 95. Condemned, p. 96. Eſcaped from the tower, 

— . 97.—Afterwards ſeized, and burned in St. G N 

- Fields, ibid. His eminent character, p. 98. . 
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to 


LUTHER, p. 99. — Peculiarly qualified for the work: 
of reformation, of which he was an eminent inftru- 
ment, p. 100.—His happy end, p. 101.—Laſt will, 

v3 ibid, — His ſayings, p. 102.— Letter to- Melancthon, 

n. p. 103. | une 

* LUINGLIUS, the great Switzerland reformer, 

.Þ-:104,— Succeſsfully. preaches the goſpel, and con- 


demos the ſuperſtitions of popery, p. 105. — Effects 
of a conference, ibid. —Slain in a civil war, p. 106.— 


His character, 17. * CTY 
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Lozp: THOMAS CROMWELL, p. 208.— Ig. 
birth, genius, travels, &c. ibid. — His rapid pre- 
frerment, and diſtinguiſhed life, 10g to 113.— Re- 

ligious houſes viſited, and many notorious impoſtures 
diſcovered, p. 114.— He is arreſted, and accuſed of 
treaſon and hereſy, p. 117.— Condemned, and be- 
Headed on Tower-hill, p. 119, 120.— Character, 121. 


MART VR, p. 122.—His birth, learning, promotion, 
&c. ibid. — An affecting. circumſtance refpeRing the 
marquis of Vico, p. 124.—8nares laid for Martyr, b 
the monks, ii. The conduct of eardinal Pole, af. 
ter the interment of Martyr's wife, 125.—His diſpu- 
tations with the popiſh doctors, p. 126.—His travels, 


K NOX, p. 129.— An eminent Scotch reformer.— His 
education and ꝑiety, ibid. Suffered much by ſea and 
land, p. Tzo.—Appointed chaplain: to king Edward 
VI. p. 131.— Sentenced to death in queen Mary's 
reign, and his effigy burnt, p. 132.—Fled to- Geneva, 
ibid. —Tis return, and fpirited meſſage to the queen, 
1b. Images demoliſhed, in conſequence of his preach- 

ing, p. 133.—Interpoſition of providence, p. 134.— 
A remarkable circumſtance, p. 135, 136.—Preached 
at the coronation of. James VI. of Scotiand, apyoint- 
ed his ſurceſſor in the miniſtry, and died in peace, 
p. 132.— The earl of Moreton's- ſpeech at his inter- 
ment, 174d. | 

WISHART,:bern in Scotland, and educated at Ben- 
net-College, Cambridge, p. 138. Returned to Scot- 
land, and- preached. in divers places, 7ibid.—Went to 
Dundee, where the plague prevailed, ibi4.—4 prieſt 
ſought to kill him, but was prevented, p. 139. Car- 
dinal. Beton ſought his life, but he eſcaped, p. 140.— 
Diſcouraged at declenſions in religion, predicts God's 
judgments on Haddington, which were fulfilled, 
. apprehended by Bethwell, carried to 

inburgh, and brought before the popiſh. biihops, 
ho condemned him to be burnt, p. 143 to 145,— 
His prayer, exhortation to the people, and death, 
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. 147.— His prophecy of cardinal Beton; in the fize, 
700 dean — ged upon the cardinal, p. 149 


p. 148.—His deat! 
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ALVI N. p. 182.— Born in France; removed to Ge- 


neva, where he was choſen profe ſſor of divinity, . . 


His unwearied labours, p. 153.—His patience, an 


advice, in àffliction, p. 154, 1 111. is will, death, 


works, character, epitaph, &c. p. 156 to 159. | 


Quzzn of NAVARRE,, p. 160.— Daughter of king 


Henry II. of Navarre, of excellent. underſtanding 


and eminent piety, 1. Threatened by the.g : 
p- 


powers, but preferved, p. 161 Ten thouſau 
teſtants ſlain at Paris, p. 162. Her patient. ſubmiſ- 
ſion under afflictions, and affectionate addreſs to her 
attendants, previous to her death, which was occa- 
ſioned by poiſon, p. 163, 164. wt . 
OLINIUS, great admiral of France; p. 165.—Met 
death with chriſtian faith and fortitude, being cruelly 
ſlain in, the maſſacre at Paris, P+ 166 to 168. 1 


FOX, p. 169.— Born at Boſton; of a ſtudious diſpoſi- 


—— 


tion, 1b. Aeccuſed of hereſy, and * 21 the uni- 


verſity, p. 170, Reduced to great diſtreſs, but un- 
ede reiered, p. 171.— Protected by the duke 
of Norfolk, but to ſhun the perſecution obliged to flee 


to Germany, p. 12, 173.—His return and death, 
p. 173.— Accounts of his Book of Martyrs; p. 174. 


n EDWARD VI. p. 175,—His pregnan 


and rapid advances in philoſophy, potit « Heh 
rapid advances in philoſophy, politics, and piety, 
p. 176, 177.—Encouraged- proteſt#nt miniſters, re- 


formed the univerſities, introduced the Engliſh bible 


into the churches, and aboliſhed many popiſn cere- 
monies, p. 177.—A-notable inſtance ef the tendet- 


death, &c. p. 179 to 182. 


neſs of his conſcience, p. 138. His fickneſs, prayers,., 


11 


Levy JANE GRAY, 184;—Her noble pedigree, 


perſon, and unparall accoinpliſhments, p. 184. 
5 E rinceſt 


* 
»% *%@- + » 


„ ea ea ed. do — In 
- - — 


2 TABLE OF CONTENTS; 


Princeſs Mary's diſlike to her, 185.— er reluctant 
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queen, p. 188.—Lady Jane and lord Dudley com- 

mitted to the tower, p 189.—Letters to her father 
and ſiſter, p. 190 to 193. — Execution of lady Jane 
and lord Dudley, p. 194, 199. | 


Quer MART, p. 197.—In conſequence of ſpeciouz 
promiſes, placed on the throne by the proteſtants, 


p. 198.—Her breach of the ſame, and introduction 
of popery, p. 199.—Her character and death, p. 200. 


ROGERS, p. 201. The proto-martyr under Mary; 

educated at Cambridge, .- Attachment tothe pro- 

teſtant principles, p. 202:>-kmpriſoned, ſentenced to 
the fire, and triumphant deatit, p. 203, 204. 


SAUNDERS, p. 205.—Educated at Cambridge.— 
In conſequence of his preaching in London, and ma- 
ny other places, againſt the ſuperſtitions of popery, 

was brought before Bonner, committed io prifon? de- 
gruded, removed to Coventry, and there burned, 
p. 205 to 210. Anecdote of Dr. Pendleton, 2 10. 


Br. HOOPER, p. 21. A popular preacher, cre- 
- ated biſhop of Glouceſter by Edward VI. ib. — Ap- 
prehended by queen Mary, brought to London, and 
. committed: priſoner to the Fleet, p. 212.—Conveyed 
to Glouceſter, under ſentence, of condemnation, 
P 213z.— His prayer, and extreme ſufferings. in the 


fire, &c. p. 216, 17. Tr 


Dx. TAY.LOR, p. 248.—A character of great learn- 
ing, grace, and courage, poſſeſſing Calvin's piety, 
and Luther's intrepidity, 184. His ſpirited reply io 
Gardiner, 220. Affectionate farewell to his wife and 

children, p. 223.— Sacred firm 


pect of the flames, p. 226, &c. 
Da. PERRAR, p. 229. Accuſed of hereſy, and illibe- 
rally treated by Gardiner, p. 230. Condemned to be 
burnt. at Caermarthen, his confidence in God, and 
aſtoniſhing patience. in the fire, p. 234, 232. 
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cd WBRADFORD, p. 233.—Born at Mancheſter, etlu- 
m. cated at Cambridge, and perſuaded to the miniftry 
her by Bucer, ibid, —His faithful preaching moved the in- 
Ing dignation of the people, p. 234.—Manner of 888 
his time in priſon, p. 235.—Cheartul reception o 
; the news of the time of his execution, i$:4.—His 
dus conduct at the ſtake, and encouraging ſpeech to his 
fellow-martyr, p. 237. 


oo. NB. LATIMER, p. 238.—Trained up in the Romiſh 

: religion; through the preaching of Mr. Bilney, be- 
wh ih fier 

came a proteſtant ; created biſhop of Worceſter by 

| to Henry VIII. voluntarily reſigned the fame, and for 

his labours, was committed to the Tower by the po- 

= iſh biſhops, but liberated by Edward VI. p. 239.— 

has oretold the miſeries of Mary's reign, and his own 

na- death, i6.— Again apprehended, p.240. Condemu- 

Ty, ed at Oxford, p. 242.— Singular circumſtance in the 
de- fire, p. 243.— Character, p. 244. — 


Engliſh martyrs, bi af Rocheſter by Ed- 
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W. vith Latimer, at Oxford, p. 245 to 2. 
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on, to Italy, returned in the reign of. Edward VI. and 
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Apprehended in Mary's reign, and committed a cloſe 
ore 
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— ucnsisnor CRAN MER, p. 285. —ERducated at 
col- 


Cambridge, ſent to Rome to diſpute. with the po 
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p. 257. -A pleafant ſtory concerning an ignorant 
vrieff. p. 8 active in the reformation 
under Edward VI. committed priſoner by Mary, 
b 2460.—His ſeveral recantations, which A _ 
J wards 


Be. RIDLEY), p. 24;5.—The moſt learned of our 


Recanted, and did penance, p. 274.—Latimer's ac. 


perſons ſhe yielded herſelf to God, p. 282. 
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mous conduct in the fare, p. 262 to 268. 


BILNE V, p. 269.—A great proficient in the liber 
ſciences, and eminent preacher of the goſpel, 1814.— 
Apprehended by the inſtigation of Wolſey, p. 270.— 


count of his ſincere repentance, i644. Condemned, 
and burnt at Norwich, p. 273 to 276. 


BAINH AM, p. 277,—Counſellor at law; became 
an eminent cbriſtian; Lene popiſh cruelty wa 
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and determinately oppoſed, p. 278: — Burned in 
_ Smithfield ; his extraordinary - oration whilſt in tue 4 
10 fire, 1514. © an 155 3 
AISCOUGH, p. 279.—Her examination by the bi 
- ſhop of Wincheſter ; tortures, courage, &c. 280, 281, | 
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TOMKINS, p. 282.—By occupation a weaver ; ex 

« amined, impriſoned, cruelly beat, and tortured b { 
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at the ſtake, p. 283, 284. 12 Ta 
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cruel uſage in priſon; examined before the biſhop ; : 
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ſtake, p. 268. = I An 


HIGBE D and CAUS'T O N.—Heroic firmneſs be x... 
fore their adverſaries; ſentenced to death; and con p 
veyed to:ithe ſtake, where they joyfully expired | 
1", 6, f. - „4 intel 
PIGOT, KNIGHT, and LAWRENCE.—Brought be 
fore Bonner; their opinion of the ſacrament ; ineffec 
tually perſuaded to recant; committed to Newgate 
burnt at three different places; a remarkable circum 
_ ance reſpecting Lawrence, p. 287, 288. 
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The Primitive Farusrs, Ec. 


DIONYSIUS, the AREOPAGITE. 


HIS eminent Father was born at Athens : 

and in proceſs of time, having received a li- 
beral education, he was promoted to the high dig- 
nity of being chief preſident in the ſupreme court 
of judicature, at that city. 

At the time of our Saviour's crucifixion, upon 
ſeeing that ſuper-natural and general eclipſe of the 
ſun, which then took place, as one amazed, he 
cried. out, (Either the, God of nature now ſuffers, 
« or the frame of the world is about to be diſſolv- 
ed.“ And farther affirmed, That God, un- 
nown in the fleſh, did ſuffer, for whoſe ſake the 
univerſe was covered with that thick darkneſs. 


St. Paul, coming to Athens, (ſee Ads xvii.) and 
nding an altar there, with this inſgription, TO 
THE UNKNOWN GOD, took occalion from 
thence to preach of the true God, the reſurrection, 
and the judgment to come : whereupon, by the e- 
inent philoſophers of that city, he was accounted 
| wicked and ſacrilegious perſon ; and was carried 
by them to Mars-hill, where the court of the Are- 

CM x Opagites 


a DIONYSIUS. 


opagites ſat in council : but before theſe judges he 
preached with fuch divine eloquence, and forcible 
arguments, that through God's bleſſing he was the 
means of converting this Dionyſus *, and Damaris 
his wite, who uſed St, Paul very courteouſly, and 
were inſtructed by him in the true knowledge of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. At this the whole city was much amaz- 
ed, all men accounting Dionyfius a very wiſe and 
judicious perſon. But now, he quitted his tation 
in the Athenian ſenate, and was not aſhamed to be- 
come a ſcholar, under the apoſtle : and, in the ſpace 
of three years, he became an admirable inſtrument 
of propagating the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, He was 
ordained, by St. Paul, paſtor of the church at A- 
thens, where he long preached the word of God with 
great wiſdom, zeal and diligence, and was the means 
of converting many perſons from heathen idolatry, 
to the true knowledge of chriſtianity. Afterwards 
he went to Epheſus, to viſit St. Tohn and St. Paul, 
by whoſe perſuaſion (leaving one Publius in charge 
of his flock at Athens) he went'to Rome ; at which 
time Clemens governed that church. Having con- 
verſed a-while with Clemens, by his intreaty he was 
prevailed upon to viſit France, where he alſo preach- 
ed the goſpel, at Paris, with amazing ſuccels'; as 
not only many perſons in the lower ſtations of life, 
but even a number of the rich, noble, and great 
perſonages, were effectually prevailed upon to aban- 
don. their idolatrous worſhip, and to erect new 
places for the ſervice of the true God. 1 
is 

It is worthy of remark, that the original ſignificaticn of the 
name Dionyſus, is, “ Divinely touched. That this was rea- 


Jized in the character and conduct of this great man, is abuu- 
dantly manifeſted in the above account of lus lite. 


he This amazing progreſs of the goſpel being envi- 
üble Ned by Satan, the avowed enemy of the church of 
the Chriſt, he ſtirred up the idolatrous prieſts, who 
ſuborned many to diſpatch Dionyſius: but there 
was ſuch a gracious luſtre and radiancy in his coun- 
Je- tenance, that when they beheld him, many of their 
122- hearts failed them, and his acculers, in general, fled 


anc H away. 
den Soon after, Siſinius the præfect gave command 
de. that Dionyſius, with his fellows, ſhould be appre- 
Pace ¶ hended ; and when he was brought before him, he 
"yy ſharply reproved him for preaching againſt the wor- 
* ſhip of their gods; who, by reaſon of his ſermons, 
had loſt their former honour and eſteem. He there- 
with ; ; . 
m_ fore required him to confeſs his error, in order to 
ary the repairing of the breach he had made reſpecting 
ard; idol worſhip. To this, Dionyſius, with great zeal, 
* wiſdom and eloquence, anſwered, That they were 


large no gods whom they worſhipped, but idols, and the 
hich NVorks of men's hands: and that it was thro? groſs 
ignorance and folly that they adored them ; affirm- 
ing, that there was but one true God, according as 
he had preached. At which words Siſinius was 
exceMingly incenſed, and commanded him to be 
tormented before a gentle fire. Hiſtorians affirm, 
however improbable it may appear to fome perſons, 
that he was put into an hot oven, which would not 
burn him ; and that he was afterwards thrown ta 
hungry wild beaſts, who would not devour him. 


Upon his being brought a ſecond time before Si- 
inius, he was publickly beaten with many and eru- 
el blows by the officers; and when this prevailed 
B 2 not, 
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4 DIONYSIUS: 

not, he, ſtanding up, ſaid, ** Seeing thou haſt con- 
e temned our gods, derided the emperor's edicts, 
& and by magic haſt wrought many miracles to de- 
„ lude the people, whereby thou haſt ſeduced them 


from the obedience of the emperor, I will there- ' 


&© fore that thou ſhalt be forthwith beheaded.” 
Dionyſius, nothing terrified at his threats, told him, 
that he worſhipped ſuch gods as would periſh like 
dung upon the earth ; but as- for myſelf, ſaid he, 
Come life, come death, I will worſhip none but 
the God of heaven and earth.“ This ſo enraged 
the prefect, that he commanded him preſently to 
be executed. Whereupon he was haled out of the 
City to the top of an high mountain, and delivered 
to the officers to be tormented, which was done 
with all the cruelty imaginable, Then lifting up 
his eyes and hands to heaven, he ſaid, O Lord 
% God Almighty, thou only begotten Son, and ho- 
« ly Spirit! O ſacred Trinity, which art without 
© beginning, and in whom is no diviſion ! receive 
<« the ſoul of thy ſervant in peace, who is put to 
« death for thy cauſe and goſpel.” Which prayer 
being ended, he was Beheaded with a ſword, which 
was made dull on purpoſe that is pain might be 
the greater. 

He ſuffered martyrdom in the reign of Hadrianus, 
Anno Chriſti 96, and of his own age 110. 

Fe uſed to ſay, that he deſired theſe two things of 
God, firſt, That he might know the truth himſelf. 
Secondly, That he might preach it as he W 
unto others. 
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OTHING being recorded for a certainty, re- 

ſpecting the place of the birth, or the parents 
of this holy man, we will not build on mere fancy 
and conjecture. Nicephorus reports, that when he 
was a Child, our Saviour took him up in his arms, 
and ſhewed him to his diſciples. Probably, he was 
one of thoſe little children whom Chriſt bleſſed. 
See Matt. xviii. 2—5. Mark x. 16. 


That he ſaw Chriſt after his reſurreCtion, is moſt 
certain, ſince he himſelf. affirms, in one of his e- 
piſtles, ** Truly I did ſee him after his reſurrection, 
« in the fleſh, and do believe that it is He.” In 
his youth, he was intimately converſant with the 
apoſtles, Being fully inſtructed in the important 
doctrines of chriſtianity, for the eminency of his 
parts, and piety of his life, he was elected (the ſuc- 
ceſſor of St. Peter) Biſhop of Antioch, the metro- 
polis of Syria, and the moſt renowned city of the 
Eaſt. He continued in this ſtation. upwards of 40 
years, in the midiſt of very ftormy and tempeſtuous 
times: But he, as one obſerves, like a ſkilful and 
prudent pilot, fat at the ſtern, and evaded threaten- 
ing dangers, by his fervent prayers, and unwearied 
labours in the work of God. 


When Trajan returned from the Parthian war, 


he ordered congratulatory ſacrifices to be offered in 
every city; and himſelf coming to Antioch, Igna- 
tius was required to be preſent at the ſame. But 
he, like a man of God, before Trajan's face, juſtly 
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and ſharply reproved their idolatry ; for which cauſe 
he was delivered to ten ſoldiers, to be conveyed to 
Rome. 


As he paſſed through Aſia, ſtrictly guarded with 
that troop of ſoldiers, he confirmed the congrega- 
tions through every city where he came, preaching 
the word of God to them, and giving them whole- 
ſome exhortations ; eſpecially charging them to a- 
void the hereſies lately ſprung up, and at that time 
overflowing the church: requiring them ſtedfaſtly 
to adhere to the doctrine of the apoſtles. When 
he came to Smyrna, where Polycarp was biſhop, he 
wrote an epiſtle to the church at Epheſus, making 
mention of Oneſimus their paſtor : and another he 
wrote to the church of Magneſia, on the river Me- 
ander, wherein he forgetteth not Dama, their biſhop, 
Another he wrote to the church at Trallis, whoſe 
paſtor at that time he mentioneth to be Polybius, 
to which epiſtle he prefixed an exhortation to them 
not to refuſe martyrdom, leſt thereby they ſhould 
loſe the hope that was laid up for them : for which 
end he made uſe of theſe expreſſions : From Sy- 
ria, ſaid he, even till I came to Rome, I had a 
battle with beaſts, as well by ſea as by land, night 
„ and day, being bound amongſt ten cruel leopards, 
„ (ſo he called the ten ſoldiers that guarded him) 
© who, the more benefits they received at my hands, 
« became ſo much the worſe to me: but I, being 
« exerciſed, and now well acquainted with their in- 
& juries, am taught every day more and more to 
„hear the croſs; yet hereby am I not juſtified, 
« Would to God I was once come to the beaſts 
« that are prepared for me, as I wiſh them to fall 
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ic WW upon me with all their violence: whom alſo I will 
to ( provoke, that without delay they may devour 

« me, and not abſtain from me, as they have from 
th WH ſome others, who, through ſeeming fear, they 
2- {WI have left untouched. And if they are backward 
ng do it, I will compel them to fall upon me. Par- 
le. (don me, I pray; I know well how much this will 
a. ( avail me. Now do I begin to be a diſciple of - 
ne {MW my maſter Chriſt. I neither regard things viſi- 
ty « ble nor inviſible, ſo I may gain Chrift. Let fire, 
en “ croſs, breaking of my bones, quartering of my 
he members, cruſhing my body, and all the tor- 


no “ ments that man and the devil can invent fall up- 
he on me, if ſo be I may but enjoy my Lord Jeſus 
le- Chriſt.” 

op. On his arrival at Rome, he was preſented to the 


oſe Mprzfect of the city, and, as it is probable, the em- 
us, Nperor's letters concerning him were delivered. In 
em ¶ che mean time, while things were preparing for his 
uld Nmartyrdom, he, and the brethren that reſorted to 
ich lim, improved their time to pious purpoſes. He 
Sy- Fprayed with them, and for them; heartily. recom- 
da Wnended the ſtate of the church to the care and pro- 
tection of Jeſus Chriſt, the almighty King of Zion, 
and with the utmoſt earneſtneſs ſolicited the God 
of heaven and earth, that he would be graciouſly 


ds, ieaſed to put a happy period to the violent per- 
ing Necution that then prevailed, and bleſs all real chri- 
in- {Wins with cordial love and charity towards one 

e to Waother, 

ied. W That his puniſhment might be the more pom- 


poug and public, one of their ſolemn feſtivals was 
he time fixed upon for his execution; at which pe- 
riod 
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riod they were wont to entertain the people with 
the bloody conflicts of Gladiators, and the hunting 
of, and fighting with wild beaſts. Accordingly, on 
the 13th of the kalends of January, that is, Decem- 
ber the 20th, he was brought out into the amphi- 
theatre, and, according to his own fervent deſire, j 
that he might have no other grave but the bellies of 
wild beaſts, the lions were let looſe upon him, the 
whoſe roaring alarm he entertained with no other cit) 
concernment, than that now as God's own corn, 
he ſhould be ground between the teeth of theſe wild Hold 
beaſts, and become white bread for his heavenly Haan 
Mafter. The lions were not long in doing their et h 
work, but quickly diſpatched their meal, and left her) 
nothing but what they could not well devour, a few n 
hard and ſolid bones. ven 
This cruel practice of throwing perſons to wild nue 
beaſts, was never uſed but for very capital offences, Nie 
and towards the vileſt and moſt deſpicable malefac- 
tors, under which deſcription they ranked the chti- 
ſtians; who were ſo familiarly deſtined to this kind Haar! 
of death, that, as Tertullian tells us, upon any tri- 
fling and frivolous pretence, if a famine or an ute 
earthquake did but happen, the common out-cry ich 
was, Away with the chriſtians to the lions.“ 
This renowned ſervant of God ſuffered martyr- 
dom at Rome, in the 11th year of Trajan the em- 
peror, Anno Chriſti 111, aged go years, 


pOLYCARP. 


Hl eminent and faithful ſervant of Jeſus 
Chriſt, was born about the cloſe of the reign 
of Nero, emperor of Rome, being 70 years after 
m, mne birth of our bleſſed Lord. Smyrna, a famous 
city in the Leſſer Aſia, is ſuppoſed: to be the place 
of his nativity, Hiſtory informs us, that he was 
old in his youth, and purchaſed by a noble matron,” 
named Caliſto, by whom he was brought up, and, 
at her death, made heir to her eſtate; which, tho“ 
ery conſiderable, he expended in works of cha- 
ity. At the early age of 14, he diſcovered a fer- 
rent zeal in the cauſe. of Jeſus: Chriſt ; and conti- 
nued to be a ſhining ornament to chriſtianity, till 
he day of his death. Several ancient authors af- 
frm, that he was a diſciple of St. John; and both 
lrenæus and Jerom tell us, that he converſed fami- 
arly with the apoſtles, and with many who had- 
en our Lord in the fleſh. He was firſt deacon and 
atechiſt of the church at Smyrna, which offices he 
liſharged: with great fidelity; and was afterwards 
as many of the ancients afhrm) made bithop of the 
ame place, by St. John; though ſome aſſert ãt to be 
lone by the apoſtles. 


Heis generally believed to be the perſon mention- 
d Rev. ii. 8. under the title of the angel of the 
hurch in Smyrna; and if ſo, how well he diſcharg- 
his duty in that important ſtation, may be learn- 
from the declaration of our Lord himſelf; in 
mich it is obſervable that he ſtands unrepraved, 
though 
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though all but one of the neighbouring biſhops fel 
under cenſure :—a remarkable proof of his fidelity 
and diligence, i 


With regard to his character in the world, it was 
truly excellent. The Chriſtians of his time ſpeak 
of him with the greateſt reſpect; declaring that he 
was adorned with eminent piety, —a teacher truh 
apoſtolical and prophetical; that every word that 
went out of his mouth, either had been or would be 
fulfilled ; and that, of all the martyrs of that place, 
he alone was had in memory of all men, being ſpoken 
of by the very Gentiles themſelves, in every place, as 
having been not only an eminent teacher, but alſo a 
famous martyr; and ſo very diſtinguiſhed was his re- 
putation among the enemies of chriſtianity, that they 
not only called him the doctor of Aſia, the father 
of the chriſtians, and the overthrower of their gods; 
but after his death expreſſed their fears, leſt the 
chriſtians ſhould make him the object of their wor- 
ſhip, inſtead of Chriſt.— Though indeed, by the 
way, it may be obſerved, that their fears were 
groundleſs, and proceeded from groſs ignorance ; 
becauſe real chriſtians in general are better taught 
than to eſteem any mere man, though he be the moſt 
eminent character on earth, as an object of religious 
worſhip. | 138 
His care of the church was not confined to the 
place immediately committed to his inſpection, but 
extended itſelf even unto Rome. During his reſi- 
dence in that city, he employed his time in con- 
firming the faithful, and convincing gainſayers, 
whereby he reclaimed many who had been infected 


with pernicious hereſies : and ſo very fervent I 
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his affection for the truth, that whenever he heard 
any of the miſchievous opinions of his time men- 
tioned, he uſed to ſtop his ears, and cry out, 
„ Bleſſed God! to what times haſt thou reſerved 
& me, that I ſhould hear ſuch things! One day, 
on meeting Marcian, an enemy to the chriſtians, 
who called to him, ſaying, ** Polycarp, own us.” 
He replied with warmth, „I own thee to be the 
« firſt-born of Satan,” In the fame zeal he was 
wont to tell, that St. John going into a bath at 
Epheſus, and finding the heretic Cerinthus in it, 
he ſtarted back inſtantly without bathing, and cried 
out, „Let us run away, leſt the building ſhould 
« fall upon us, while Cerinthus, the enemy of truth, 
« is in the bath.” 


A life of ſuch peculiar excellence, and continued 
to a period of 100 years, muſt needs have afforded 
avariety of edifying circumſtances, had the memory 
of them been preſerved: but, beſides the above, I 
find nothing material that can be depended upon, 
the following particulars only excepted, which re- 
late to the cloſe of his life ; and which are remark- 
ably affecting, as well as a conſiderable help towards 
forming a juſt idea of the character * this great 
and venerable man. 


In the reign of Marcus Antoninus, and Lucius 
Verus (being the 4th Heathen perſecution), there 


began a very ſevere perſecution againſt the chriſti- 


ans; which growing hot at Smyrna, the general cry 
vas, Let Polycarp be ſought for;F“ who-was fo 
far from being diſturbed at the news, that he re- 


ſolved to, tarry in the city ; but by the importunity 


of his friends was prevailed on to retize to a village 
not 
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12 | POELYCARP. 
not far diſtant, where he ſpent his time in Praying 


for all men, and for all the churches, according ty 4 

his uſual cuſtom. Three days before he as taken 
he dreamed that the pillow on which he lay was on 0 
i 


fire, and burned to aſhes; whereupon he told thok 
about him that he ſhould be burned alive, Or 

Being very narrowly ſought for, on the approach  «. + 
of his enemies, he removed to another village, whi. 


ther they alſo purſued him; and ſeizing on a couple - 
af youths, one of them, on being tortured, confel- * 
ſed where he was; on which they came to his lodg- N 


ing, from whence he could have eaſily eſcaped, but 
would not, ſaying, * The will of the Lord be 
dope.“ When he heard that they were come, 
he went down to them, and ordered that ſomething 
ſhould be provided for their repaſt, deſiring them to 
give him one hour to pray without diſturbance; 

which being complied with, he ſtood praying near 
two, to the, admiration of all who heard him, inſo- 

much that many of the ſoldiers began to repent that 
they were come to take ſo godly a man. 


The time of his departure being come, they fe pe 
him on an afs, and brought him to the city. Herod, W« ,, 
the chief officer, with. his father Nicetus, met him « at 
in a chariot; and having taken him up with them, N I 
they began to perſuade him to ſay, Lord Cæſar, . 72 
and to ſacrifice; with other things that are uſually 1 
ſaid on ſuch occaſions. At firſt he did not anſwer | 


them; but they continuing to urge him, he ſaid, yo 
64 1 mal not do what you would hive Mie.” On — 


which they threw him out of the chariot with al 
the inhumanity of brutiſh violence. Ws 


When he was about to ſuffer, biſtory informs us mule 
| tha * 


that there came a voice to him from heaven, faying, 
'« Polycarp, be ſtrong, and quit thyſelf like a man. 

When he came before the proconſul, he faid unto 
him, © Art thou Polycarp ?”” He replied, I am.“ 
On which he urged him to deny the faith, ſaying, 
« Reverenge thy age—Swear by; Cæſlar's fortune 
« Take away the wicked, c. On which, Poly- 
carp, looking with leere countenance on the mul- 
titude of Gentiles there gathered together, ſhook his 
hand, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, ſaid, © Take 
« away the wicked,” The proconſul then urged 
him to ſwear, and to. reproach Chriſt :. he anſwer- 
ed, + Eighty-ſix years have 1 ſerved him, and he 
never did me any evil; how then can I blaſpheme 
* my King and my.1Saviour ?* 2% The,proconſul 
replied, ** I have wild heaſts to caſt thee to, unleſs 
« thou repent.” Polycarp anſwered, * Call for 


them then, for we chriſtians are not diſpoſed to - 


« turn from good to evil.” The other replied, 

« Seeing thou deſpiſeſt the wild beaſts, I wil! cauſe 
« thee to be conſumed by fire, if thou do not re- 
« nent,” He anſwered, ** Thou threateneſt me 
« with a fire which burns * an hour, and is then 


« 2t an end; but art ignorant of that eternal fire 
« which is prepared for the wicked. But why tar- | 


« rieſt thou? Bring forth What thou wilt.” 


Having ſaid this, after ſome other expreſſions, he : 
was filled with confidence and joy, inſomuch that 


bis countenance was, full of grace: at which the 
proconſul was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and ſent. the 


crier to-proclaim three ſeveral times, that Polycarp 
had confeſſed himſelf a chriſtian, ' On which the 
ne of Jews and Gentiles cried out, « This 
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beloved Son Jefus Chriſt, by whom we have re- 


-; POLYCARP. 
< is the doctor of Aſia, the father of the chriſtians, iſ © 
and the overthrower of our gods; he that ha 
© taught ſo many not to facrifice, nor pay any wor. W* v 
« ſhip to the gods.” After which they deſired “ h 
that a lion might be let looſe againſt him; but be. ci 
ing anfwered, that'it could not be done, they una- li 
nimouſſy demanded that he might be burnt alive; ' of 
a fate which he himſelf, from the viſion in his ce 
dream, had prophetically foretold ſhould be his 
portion. The thing was no ſooner ſaid than done; 


each one ſtriving to bear a part in this fatal tragedy, ed 
with incredible ſpeed fetching wood and faggot * th 
from ſeveral places; but eſpecially the Jews were WWF th 


peculiarly active in the ſervice, malice to Chriſtians 
being almoſt as natural to them as it is for the tire 
to burn. The fire being prepared, Polycarp untied 
his girdle, aid aſide his garment, _= put off his 
. | 


The officers that were employed i in his execution N 
having diſpoſed all other things, came according to {care 
cuſtom to nail him to the ſtake ; which he deſired rt! 
them to omit, afluring them, that He who gave him ho 
ſtrength to endure the fire, would enable him, with- Nor tl 
out nailing, toſtand immoyeable in the hotteſt flames. {UP | 
So they, only tied him; who, ſtanding like a ſheep e 
ready for the laughter, deſigned as a grateful facri- Pit! 
fice to the Almighty, claſping his hands, his arms 
being bound behind him, he poured out his ſoul to 
heaven in the following prayer: O Lord God Wnye 
« Almighty; the Father of thy bleſſed and well - Jef 


« ceived the knowledge of thee, the God of angels N 


i and powers, and of every creature, and — 
40 
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POLY CARP: 1% 
« of the whole race of juſt men who live in thy 
« preſence-! I give thee hearty thanks that thou haſt 
« youchſafed to bring me to this day, that I ſhould 
have a part in the number of thy martyrs, in the 
© cup of thy. Chriſt, to the reſurrection. of . eternab 
life, both of foul and body, through the operation 
' of the Holy Spirit: Among whom may I be ac- 
cepted this day before thee, as an acceptable ſa- 
« crifice ; as thou the true God, with whom is. no 
0 falhood, haſt both before ordained and manifeſt» 
«ed to me, and alſo- haſt now fullled it. For 
' this, and all things elſe, I praiſe thee, I bleſs 
« thee, I glorify. thee, by the eternal and heavenly 
High- prieſt, Jeſus Chriſt, thy beloved Son ; with 
whom, to thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, be glorys 
both now and to all ſucceeding ages. Amen.“ 
He had no ſooner pronounced Amen, but they 
ligluted the fire; add, When the flame. began to 
laze very high, behold a wonderful miracle ap- 
eared to us, (ſay the writers of the, hiſtory of his 
nartyrdom, who had the happineſs to ſee it, and: 
ho were reſerved: by heaven to report it to others), 
or the flame making a kind of arch, like the fail of a 
hip filled with wind, encompaſſed, as in a circle, the 
ody of the martyr, who ſtood in the midſt of-it, not 
if his-fleſh was burnt, but like gold- or Alen = 
ined in a furnace. 
In the midſt of the flames he made this a 
yer: „O God, the Father of thy beloved: Sort 
' Jeſus Chriſt, through whom we have received 
the Khowledge of thee ; O God, the Creator of 
ill things, upon tlie I call : thee I confeſs to de 
the true God : thee I glorify; O Lord, receive 
49140 C 2 me, 


16 POLYCARP. 
eme, and make me a companion of the reſurree. 
tion of thy ſaints, through the merits of our great 
High- prieſt, 'thy beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt : To 
<< whom with-the Fatber, and God the ur Gholl, 
de honor and glory for ever. Amen.” 
When his adverſaries ſaw that his body could not e 
be conſumed, they commanded one of the ſpearmen, Nn 
who uſed to diſpatch the wild beaſts, when they were ﬀ""* 
unruly, to run him through with his dagger: 
which being done, fo great a quantity of blood iſfued 
from him, as even extihguifhed the fire. | When he 
was dead, his- enemies ſuggeſted to the governor, 
that if he let the chriſtians take away his body, they rot 
might poſſibly forſake their crueified maſter, and g 
worſhip Polycarp ; on which it was thrown into the tin: 
fire, and conſumed to aſhes, except ſome of the ear. 
bones, which were by his friends decently interred. tan, 
Thus, on the 26th of March as ſome, or on the e g 
23d of February as others aſſert, in- the year of our n 
Lord 167, in about the rooth year of his life, after" | 
having been 86 years a ſhining ornament of chriſti-ſÞ Mc 
anity, was found faithful unte death, and trium- Pndu 
phantly entered into the joy of his Lord, the bleſſed ph 
martyr Polycarp ; a man, perhaps, not to be equal | 
ed by any other /fince his time It is indeed (aidfeode 
of him, that whenever he heard any of the wicked! © 
ſpeeches of heretics, he uſed to- ſtop his ears, au et 
even ſhun the very places where ſuch ſpeeches haut 
been uttered. He was a biſhop about 63 years. Hen 
wrote ſeveralepiſtles and homilies, which ave all * e in 
The above hiſtory of Polycarp is given us in age, 
epiſtle written by bis own church. at See whyc 
n be depended upon as genuine. a 
ORIGE . 
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HIS luſtrious Father of the church, a man 
of great abilities and learning, was born at 
Alexandria, in Egypt, about the year of Chriſt 185, 
and afterwards obtained the ſirname of Adaman- 


nus, either becauſe of that adamantine ſtrength of 
mind, which enabled him to go through ſo many 


* 


* rge works, or for that invincible — with 
n he {vb ich he reſiſted the ſharpeſt perſecutions 4 


His father Leonidas, happy in a ſon. of the moſt 
romiſing bopes, took him at firſt under his own ma- 
gement, and in ſtructed him at home for ſome 
ime. He taught him languages, and other parts of 
arning, but had a particular view to his under- 
{Wonding the holy ſcriptures, ſome portion of which 
e gare him to learn and to repeat every day. The 
on' 8 and diſpoſition fuited exactly with. 
he Father s — n + for he purſued his ſtudies with.- 
moſt . zeaf ind ardeur s and being 
dued. wittu a qu Tech een enten a PING fs 
bination, he did 255 content himſelf with that ſenſe 
bich- al firſt ſeemed to preſent itſelf, but farthet 
deavobred to ſearch' into myſterious and alſegori- 
al explications of" te ſatred ſcriptures . He oſten 
queſtioned” hir father” what was the-fignifieation' of 
uck-or fuck '#paffige': The good old tmin-uſedi 
emingly to reprove him for his forwardneſs, tho? 
e inwardly rejoiced, 'and'blefitd God at the ſame: 
me, thathe had made himthe father of ſueh a child. 
Soon atter, the perſecution under the emperor 
dererus began/at Alexandria: and his father being 
. C 3 ſeized: 


is 20 


18 ORIGEN. 
ſeized and impriſoned for his faith in Chriſt and his an 
goſpel, Origen would alſo-haye offered himſelf en 
the perſecutors, out of the great zeal he had to ſuf. N dur 
fer martyrdom. His mother beſought him with / 
utmoſt tenderneſs. to ſpare. himſelf, if not for his © 

own, yet for her ſake, and the reſt of his relations: _ 
But finding that all her intreaties were ineffectual, ue ere 
in the night took away his clothes, which conſtrain WT: 
ed him to remain at home. Being thus detained ait 
againſt his will, he wrote a letter to his father, u int. 
exhort him to martyrdom, in which he expreſs the 
himſelf thus: “ Stand ſtedfaſt, my f father, and let 82 
* no regard to us alter your opinion, or ſhake your mur 
* reſolution:“ for he had fix ſons beſides Origen; 
His father, adhering to the exhortation of his fon, 
but more eſpecially to the doctrines of chriſtianity, 
nobly crowned a life of piety, , with the death dl 
martyrdom. He was beheaded b ns e command of 
the emperor, in the tenth | year of his rel gn. 


1 15 £373 


Origen, being, now about 18 years o 40 and hav- 
ing hefſeclecd his ſtudie 88 pak = ARR @ great 
Philoſopber..of that time, ed a.ſchool for in- 
ſtruction in the COTS arts, a in the principles of 
our holy religion. Notwithſtanding g his youth, his 

leQures were attended by perlons.of tbe greateſt re- 

putation for learning z ,ig,conſegye3ce. of, which, 
many .ngted. heretics were, 25 to. the true 
tach, for which forge: pf chem. ker wards ſuffere 
HOT; pat 21 Ad mace e 

' HepraCtiſedall kinds of; auſterities, and carried the 

dodtrine of mortification ſo far as even ta commil 
an act of violence upon his own penſon, in order tc 
— the heathens all pretence to ſuſped 
4 6 an 
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bis any in eonduct by reaſon of his youth, as he was 
f to (Ml engaged in the inſtruction of both: ſexes, at Alexah- 
ſuf. Wi &ria ; literally An Wo ear our _ 
1 the BY Mate. xix. 12: 
£1 te ſpent (the ſubject of mat am ten em un- 
ons; eodly men) welt 15 85 60 years in ine fervice of his 
„e orekr Viaſter: ** „ under the perſecutiort of 
ain. Decius, he titer with”; feat conſtancy for the 


ned Frith of "the goſpef of Chriſt. He was ſeized, put 
r, to into priſoti, loaded with irohs, and had his feet i in 


elſes ¶ the ſtocks for ſeveral days, where they were cruelly 
d | extended beyond't their t batura? dinmenfions. He was 
your threatened to be biithed alfveaftd racked with various 
Sen. wortures, ble he went türdugh all with reſolution 
ſon, I ad firmneſs. Being releaſed from priſon, he held 
ny, ſeveral conferences, ati> behaved in every reſpect 
h fre a manly confeſior of Jeſus Chriſt : And, laſtly, 
nd 0 ter having laboured much, and ſuffered with ſuch 
patience.and perſeverance, died at Ty: re, in the year 
hav-W of Chriſt 2 $4»,-aged..69 years. His remains ew 
gretWdepoſited in the church of. the, ſepulchré at 15 
rin. Mx bere 2 marble monument, adorned with. gold wg 
es of precious ſtones, was erected to his memory. | 
Origen was the firſt who. wrate commentaries, as 
10 ſacred. ſgriptyres.... It, is. a cm bis. worte 
ere fix thouſand yolumes ;;but many of them were 
Ingle epiſtles, or homilies.only, ; 9 We are told, that 


make ſeveral conſiderable volumes, yet they are no- 
ching in compariſon of what he wrote. Jerom, in 
is 65th letter $0 Pammachius, ſpeaking of Origen, 
ys, Ye Who is there among you, that can read as 

WW. many books as he has compoſed ?”?. 1 
Me 


what we have remaining at preſent "of his works 


en - a 
- he. 
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We ſhall conclude our account of this eminent 
father, with what the learned and valuable Dupin 
bas ſaid of him, which ſeems to be in an \mpartial 
manner ;—* Origen (fays he) had very quick 

CO parts, 2 very ſtrong and enlarged imagination; 

* but he relied too much on the vivacity of his ge. 

F nius, and often Joſt himſelf, out of too great ear. 

neſtneſs to: fathom and ſubtiliſe every thing, He 

70 bad a very happy inventian, and a more happy 
&« delivery of what he invented: but he had not 
40 that exactneſs in his inventions, nor that grace- 
<« fulneſs of delivery as might be wiſhed. He car. 
ce ried on his works with la ; great eaſe, that he is 
40 ſaid to have dictated to ſeven Of eight perſons a 
« 2 time; and he was ſo ready in expreſſing him- 
« ſelf, that he made the greateſt pa io of his homi- 


« lies extempore : upon which his ſtile was not 
x very correct nor coherent. He had a vaſt me- 


de mory, but often truſted too much to it, He ap- 
* plied himſelf mightily te rhe ſtudy of humatif 
10 learning. He particularly celted in the know: 
10 ledge of the holy ſcriptures, which he learned a 
* by heart; and that he led netzlect nothing fot 
i attaining a right underſtanding of the letter theres 
of, he carefully A alt the verſions of thi 
4 bible: and compated' them *altogether” with. th 
| Hebrew text, oh te g a litetary commentaryſcepi 
0 ef the melt di AA ara 
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pRTANUs, (Thaſgus Cecilius) a . 
pal father of the chriſtian church, was born at 
arthage in Africa, at the latter end of the ſecond, 
jr beginning of the third century. His parents 
ere heathens, and he himſelf continued ſuch till 
he laſt twelve years of his life. He had a liberal. 
Jucation, and applying himſelf to the ſtudy of ora- 
ory and eloquence, became ſ uch a proficient there- 
n, that he taught rhetoric publickly. at 9 


ns af 

in. With much applauſe. 

»mi-M. It pleaſed God to call him effeQually by his 0G, 
not Wy the means of the miniſtry of Cæcilius, a godly. 


preſbyter, of Carthage, by the occaſion of hearing 
him preach on the hiſtory of Jonah; whom on that 
xccount, he ſo much eſteemed, that out of reſpect to 
iim he aſſumed his name, and ever after loved him 
x5 2 friend, and reverenced him as a father: and 
he other at his death made him his executor, and 
ommitted his wife and children to his ſole care 0 

6 mardianſhip. | While he was a catechumen,. h 

ave manifeſt indications of a very pious apt 
keeping, himſelf ſtrictly chaſte and temperate; and 
ing poſſeſſed of a very large eſtate, he ſold the 
| peateſt Ern thereaf, and gave the money to the 


Having been inſtructed i in the principles of the 
ariſtiare reJigioo, he- was admitted to baptiſm 3 at 
e receiving of | which, as he himſelf aſfirms, his 
ind mas ſa powerfully. wrought. upon: by: 1 holy 
L Spirit, 


_ 
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Spirit, that all his former doubts were intirely dif. 
pelled, and he found himſelf capable of doing thoſe 

things which before he eſteemed impoſſible to be 
done. And the Carthaginians perceiving in him: 
very great zeal for the 'propagation of the chriſtian 
q religion, they prevailed with him to be ordained x 
| preſbyter ; in which office he ſo worthily demeaned 
himſelf, that not long after he was choſen biſhop of 
th Carthage, at the general requeſt bath of the clergy 
| and people; and therein gave an excellent example 
of modeſty, Wumility, charity, greatneſs of mind, 
1 and fidelity. 


Soon after Cyprian was choſen biſhop, . the em- Neale 
| peror Decius, in the year 249, began to iſſue out 
very ſevere edicts againſt the chriſtians, which par- Me 1: 
| : ticularly affected thoſe upon the coaſts of Africa; 
and in the beginning of the year 2 $O, the Reathens 
| in the circles and amphitheatre at Carthage, loudly 
inſiſted upon Cyprian's being thrown to the lions: 
a common method, as has been before noted, of 
| tting to death the primitive chriſtians. Cyprian 
I pon this withdrew from his church at Carthage, 
| and fled into retirement, to avoid the fury of the 

| perſecution : which ſtep gave great ſeandal at that 
| time, and ſeems to have been confidered by the cler- 
| f of Rome, in a public letter written upon the ſub· een 


& of it to the elergy of Carthage, as a deſertion o 

is poſt-and paftoral duty. It is no wonder there» 
fore to find Cyprian himſelf, and Pontius the uri. 
fer of bis life, ſo earneſt in excuſing it, which they 
Both endeavour to do, by affirming, that „ he wis 
j ©.commanded-to retite, by a ſpecial revelation from 
| * Heayen, arid chat his flight was the de " 
| C 
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other fear but that of offending God.“ Though 
am rather apprehenſive, that he was under a delu- 
on reſpecting the ſpecial revelation he here men- 
ons, and that his flight was the effect of a power- 
| timidity of mind: which idea ſeems confirmed, 
ot only by the unhappy ſtate of his church, during 
is abſence, but alſo by the words of Chriſt himſelf, 
latt. xvi. 25. ** Whoſoever will fave his life, ſhall 
loſe it,” Which aſſertion was actually verified 
the caſe of Cyprian, as the following account 
ſtifies. | 
As ſoon as he had withdrawn, he was proſcribed 
y name, and his goods confiſcated. He lay con- 
aled, but not inactive, for he continued to write 
om time to time ſuch letters to the clergy, and to 
ge laity, as their unhappy fituation and occaſions 
quired, I EY: 
When the perſecution was over, which was in 
e year 251 or 252, Cyprian returned to Carthage, 
d appeared again at the head of his elergy. He 
1d now much buſineſs upon his hands, which was 
cafioned in his abſerice, partly by: the perſe- 
nion, and the diſorders attending it, and partly 
y diviſions which had ariſen among the chriſtians. 
he firſt thing that preſented itfelf was the caſe of 
oſt unhappy members of the church, who had not 
en able to ſtand the fiery trial of perſecution, but 
id been drawn by the terrors of it to renounet 
rift; and ſacrifice to idols : and for the ſetiling of 
s, he immediately called a council at Carthage. 


ſe alſo took ſeveral other ſteps, in order for the 


ling of various diſputes and diſturbances. 
20 6166. 114 A ſe- 
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o the place where the proconſul was retired for his 
icalth ; who, being informed that he was come, or- 
lered him to be kept till the next day. According- 
„ the morning following he was led to the palace; 
he length and hurry of which walk having put him 
n a great ſweat, a military meſſenger who had been 
: chriſtian, offered to accommodate him with dry 
linen; but he refuſed to accept thereof, telling him, 
that he ſought to put an end to complaints that 
«day, which perhaps would be no more for 
derer.“ The proconſul appearing, aſked him, 
© Art thou Thaſcius Cyprian, who haſt been fa- 
ther and biſhop to men of impious minds? the 
* ſacred emperor commands thee to ſacrifice ; be 
© well adviſed, and do not throw away thy life.“ 
He replied,. I am Cyprian, I am a chriſtian, and 
cannot ſacrifice; do as thou art commanded, as for 
me there needs no conſultation in ſojuſt a cauſe,” 
he proconſul obſerving his reſolution. and con- 
ancy, grew angry, and told him, That he had 
* hewn himſelf an enemy to the gods and religion 
ear of the empire, and continued a long time in this 
ſacrilegious humour; that he had drawn away 
great numbers into the ſame wickedneſs with 
© himſelf, and was one whom the emperors could 


nd eq never reclaim, and therefore he would make him 
tted an example to thoſe whom he had ſeduced, and 
G eſtabliſh diſcipline and ſeverity in his blood.” 
ned WVhereupon he read the following ſentence out of a 


able-book : © I will, that Thaſcius Cyprian be be- 
headed.“ To this the martyr replied, ©* I thank 
God who is pleaſed to ſet me free from the chains 
of the body.” 


D Sen- 
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Sentence being paſſed, he was led away from the chr 
tribunal under a ſtrong guard of foldiers, great mul. tho 
titudes of people following after: the chriſtians diſc! 
wept, and cried out, „Let us be beheaded with s 
c him.” Being come to the place of execution, his 
which was a large piece of ground called the field of {M'? l 
Sextus, he took off his cloke, and folding it up, Neem 
laid it at his feet; after which kneeling down, he me 
commended his ſoul to God in prayer; then putting M. > 
off his under-coat, he ordered that a ſum of money, 
about fix pounds, ſhould be given to the execution- 
er; and covering his eyes with his own hand, he H: 
ſubmitted his neck to the ſtroke of the ſword, the 
brethren ſpreading their clothes about him, to pre. 
vent his blood from being ſpilt upon the ground, 
His body being taken away by his people, was the 
fame night ſolemnly interred in the cœmetry of 
Macrobius Candidus, a procurator, in the Mappa- 
lian way. He was crowned with martyrdom on the ld n 
T4th of September, in the year 258, after he had bed 
Been biſhop of Carthage ten years, and converted to ithe 
the chriſtian religion twelve years. 


Thus did this faithful ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt con. 
tend in the battle againſt the enemies of his Lord, 
and with great fortitude reſiſted even unto blood, 
He was a perſon of good natural abilities, and molt 
excellent accompliſhments ; his ſoul was inflamed 
with an ardent love to God, whoſe glory he ſtudied 
to promote by every method poſſible : and he va- 
lued the good of ſouls above his own life, and la- 
boured earneſtly for their ſalvation, To the poor 
he was a liberal benefactor: and having upon a 
time undertaken to ſolicit for money to redeem ſome 

| . chriſtians 
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the chriſtians who were in captivity, he gave ſeveral 
thouſand crowns himſelf. His duty as a biſhop he 


1. diſcharged with great wiſdom and faithfulneſs; he 
auh Nas a patron and defender of the truth, diligent in 


on his preaching, indulgent to the penitent, but ſevere 
1 : to the wicked : great pains he took to reſtore to the 
up, communion of the church thoſe who fell in the 
hel ime of perſecution, inviting them kindly, and treat- 


ing them tenderly. He was ſo highly eſteemed and 


„ honoured by foreign churches, that in all tranſac- 
. tions of moment his judgment was requeſted. | 
he His works contain ſixty- tuo epiſtles, beſides many 
the {other treatiſes, and have been often printed: they 
pre- Nlave been tranſlated from the Latin into Engliſh, 


and are reckoned to be of great uſe for n 
he doctrines and diſcipline of the church. 


He uſed to ſay, there are eleven abſurdities in the 
ife of a man; a wiſe man without good works; an 
Id man withgut religion; a yaung man without 
pbedience ;z a rich man without charity; a woman 
ithout modeſty; a guide without virtue; a poor 
an that is proud; a prince that is unjuſt; a biſhop 
don- Plat is negligent; people without diſcipline z and 
ord, {Wubjects without law. 
od. Concerning women, he uſed to a, ce They who 
mol take a pride in being cloathed in filk and purple, 


ind. 
the 
of 
pa- 
the 
had 


d to 


med cannot eaſily put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— 


died They who delight to paint in this world, and al- 
va-WF* ter themſelves from what God hath created them, 
h. may juſtly fear that at the reſurrection their _ 


poorly ator Tn. wal not 15 1 them.“ 1 
On 4 
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CONSTANTINE THE GREAT, Nea, 
FIRST CHRISTIAN EMPEROR OF ROME. ert; 


T the cloſe of the ten Heathen perfecutions, . H 
the chriſtians having been wearied out with, . 
the various cruelties exerciſed towards them, during. ... 
a period of near 300 years, the citizens and ſenators 
of Rome, with one conſent, wrote letters to Con- 
ſtantine, intreating him to haſten with his army, to 
reſcue them from the power of Maxentius, tha 
cruel emperor ; which he failed not to do, railing 
forces in Britain, France, and Spain, to recruit his 
legions, (thoſe countries, during the reigns of th 
co-emperors, having been aſſigned him as his pre 
per provinces) and, with banners diſplayed, he 
marched towards Rome. . 


Maxentius hearing what prepirations were mad. 
againſt him, and having notice by his ſcouts, tha 
his enemy was entered Italy, fearing a revolt if 
preſently quitted; he contented himſelf in the in 
terim, to keep cloſe within the walls, and ſent 0 


I in 
eing. 


his generals, to take the paſſes and narrow ſtraight * 
and ſkirmiſh with Conſtantine, thinking ſo to we aq we 
him out, and waſte his ſoldiers; himſelf at the ſam. ri 
time practiſing his charms, of which (it was ſaid... 
Conſtantine ſtood in more dread than of IM... to 
forces; for it was generally rumoured, that he ha, { 
delivered himſelf up to the devil, to attain t mob | 


empire of Rome. However, ſome battles weyff | or 
fought, and Conſtantine prevailed; till at lengt! h ; 
as it is recorded, being in a great ſtraight, and muq . 
perplexed in dis mind, about the ſucceſs of by | 

unde 


no re 
bich | 


CONSTANTINE, 29 


ndertaking, chaneing to caſt his eye towards hea- 
T, Fra, he ſaw a brightneſs, reſembling a croſs, and 
ertain ſtars in it, of an equal magnitude, compoſ- 
ng, as letters, theſe words in Latin, viz. IN 
ons, g HOC VINCIS ; In this overcome.” Surpriſed 
wid aſtoniſhed at this ſign in the heavens, it is fur- 
13 er added, going to his repoſe, Chriſt appeared to 
dots im in a viſion, ſhewing him a croſs like that he had 
on- een before, commanding him to repreſent it on his 
„aner, and advance againſt the enemy, over whom 
tha. mould obtain the victory : which command he 
= eadily and punctually obeyed, and found what had 
. * cen promiſed anſwerable in the event; for ap» 
vaching now much nearer to Rome, the tyrant 
I nuſtered all his forces to oppoſe him in the field, 
a bereupon- battle was joined beyond the river 
['yber ; where Maxentius breaking down the 
Wridge, called Pons Milvius, cauſed another deceit- 
ul bridge to be laid over, in order to draw his ene- 
y into the danger; but, after a bloody ſlaughter, 
eng overthrown, and in the flight, hurry and con- 
ion, himſelf being forced upon it, was carried away, 
$it were, by the preſs of his men, his horſe falling, 
he weight of his armour ſunk him to the bottom of 
"We river; where, with a great number of his fol- 
Evers, he was drowned, and left the unrivalled em- 
re to the victor; who (to the great joy of the citi- 
Ius, ſetting open their gates) entered Rome in tri- 
mph ; and being mindful of the ſight in the air, 
id of his viſion, that had ſo juſtly anſwered to his 
th, he immediately ſet all the chriſtians at liberty, 
10 remained in priſons ſince the laſt perſecution, 


tich had circled the ſpace of 300 years, from the 
D 3 firſt 
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Mops of Rome, copying by the Heathen emperor 
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frſt perſecution of the church of Chriſt, if we con- 
tinue it to the ſixth year of Conftantine the Great 
whilſt perſecuting Licinius reigned as co-emperor, 

The citizens of Rome, overjoyed at the fuccelirecc 
of Conſtantine, who had delivered them from the 
tyranny of Maxentius, received him, as it is ſaid Hm 
with open. gates, he entering with the banner of the 
eroſs carried before him, pourtrayed in that figun 
with gold and precious ſtones ; and for ſeven day 
magnificent feaſting was held; and ſoon after hj 
image was fet up in the market- place, holding 
croſs in its hand. Thus the church had reſt unde e 


if 


man 


Conftantine ; who, during his life, had always ner 
banner of the croſs carried before him in his wars than 
under which, proving victorious, he granted greajii tye 


privileges and immunities to the church, and gay 
great reſpect to thoſe chriſtiaus that lived worthy 0 
their calting and profeſſion : So that great tranquil 
Itty enſued, and continued without any open ſhugh 
ter by verſecytion for about 1000 years; till the bi 


und yet outdoing their original, ſet the world into 
Lame again; perſecuting the church of Chriſt, in Mace 
more terridle manner than any before them hagſhy ſe. 
done; and by their bad example ſtirring up prince aly h 
and rulers, that were their creatures, to do the lik ily v 
as in their proper place will be noted. Rom: 

Conſtantine now, together with Liecinius, beinſhpf the 
eſtabliſhed in the empire, put forth their edicWeittan 
granting and giving all men liberty to practiſe theWhe pr 
religion, as their conſcience dictated, without amis he 
tet or hindrance, compulſion or reſtraint ; whiq Ft. A 
was ſo well taken of the Romans, and eſteemed Neaon 
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con- al men, that the copy of that edict, for eſtabliſfing 
rea. me worſhip of God after the manner of the chriſ- 
ror. Iran religion, was treaſured up amongſt their choice 
cceſi records in Rome. 
| thi Now as' for Licinius, we cannot find that he 
ſaid complied with this cordially, but rather for fear of 
f Conſtantine ; who, by his gracious carriage, ele- 
1 urWnency, and impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, had 
Wingrofſed to himſelf the good affections of the Ro- 
mans : for, in the provinces where he commanded, 
and had moſt power, he nevertheleſs kept a private 
perſecution on foot; upon which, many choſe ra- 
ther to fly into the wilderneſs, and live in caves, 
han truſt themſelves under his juriſdiction; for like 
a tyzer's whelp, having once taſted blood, his cruel 
ature prompted him to be ſtill ſucking; and to 
hy throw off this yoke, that he might have again his 
vquilſull ſwing at perfecuting, he broke the union, by 
auolWconſpiring againſt the life of Conſtantine ; which 
he biſaiſcovered, cauſed matters to come to open hoſtili- 
erorotics, and divers battles were fought, firſt in Hunga- 
into Wy, where Licinius was overthrown, and flying into 
in Macedonia, was again diſcomfited ; his forces, both 
1 hay ſea and land, were put to fight, and in Theſ- 


r = aly he was ſlain by his own ſoldiers. Thus hap» 
> like 


gay 


Rome, rid of a cruel perſecutor. For in the time 
f the aforementioned perfecution, Britain, though 
iſtant from Rome, felt the force of it; for Alban, 
he proto-martyr of this nation, ſuffered by lofing 
bis head, at a place called then Holmehurſt, naw 
dt, Alban's, which took from this good man a new 
knomination, Alſo Aaron and Julius ſuffered for 

the 
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ily were the chriſtians, in other parts, as well as at 
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in ſpirit and truth worſhip the only true God. He 
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the ſake of a good conſcience, at Leiceſter : Any Uf 
ſome authors will have it, that in thoſe days, 
thouſand chriſtians ſuffered at Lichfield. 


The beforementioned Conſtantine was ſon wil © 
Conſtantius Chlorus, and Helena, daughter to King = 
Coil, or Coilus, a Britiſh prince; ſhe being at lo 103) 


time 'of her marriage, held to be a chriſtian. He 
having once embraced the chriſtian religion, com- 
manded by his edicts, that the whole empire ſhould 
profeſs it, and no other. Which edicts he ſent into 
all the provinces of the empire, in favour of the 
chriſtians; wherein his zealous care, and princely 
beneficence, was in a wonderful manner expreſſed 
towards them. Where no churches were, there he 
commanded new ones to be erected; where they 
were decayed, they were repaired ; and where tog 
little, enlarged and richly endowed': Nay, when 2 
any time the biſhops required a council to be held, 
he granted their petitions; and what in their coun- 
cils and ſynods they eſtabliſhed, if it was orthodox, 
he ratified and confirmed. Which plaialy ſhews, 
that in thoſe days the biſhops of. Rome were more 
modeſt than to arrogate a ſupremacy, but rather 
ſubmitted the approving and confirming their decre- 
tals and ordinances to the emperor; and ſo they did 
ſome hundred years afterwards. 


The arms of his ſoldiers, who had newly ſprang 
from heatheniſm, not forgetting his viſion and vie- 
tory, he garniſhed them with the ſign of the crols, 
that thereby they might the ſooner blot out of thei 
remembrance, their old ſuperſtitious idolatry, and 


alſo took into his ſervice, and bountifully reward, 
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1 ſuch ſoldiers as had been caſhiered upon account 
their being chriſtians, and preſcribed them a certain 
orm of prayer, by way of their confeflion of faith. 
This good emperor gave liberally to the mainte- 
ance of ſchools, erected for the encouragement of 
ety and learning; and granted large privileges to 
niverſities, commanding the ſcriptures to be dili- 
ently kept, and continually read in all churches ; 
nd liberally relieved the neceſſities of the poor, re- 
itting the fourth part of his rents and revenues to 
e liſpoſed of to theſe and other pious uſes. For 
he favour he ſhewed to the church, and his own 
ious life, God bleſſed him with a long and. happy 
eign ; even 32 years, including the time he reign 

t Conſtantinople ; for having left the government 
Rome to the biſhop, clergy, ſenators, &c. he re- 
noved his ſeat to the Eaſt, about the year 328, in 
der to overthrow Pagan idolatry in that part of the 
orld. For which purpoſe, he ſtripped their temples, 
xpoſed their idol-gods to public ridicule, melted 
lown their golden ſtatues, and coined them into mo- 
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bout the ſtreets of Conſtantinople, and afterwards 
et up for the people to behold and laugh at. His 
omb of grey marble remains at Conſtantinople ta 
his day; even the Turks continuing a veneration 
o the memory of this worthy emperor, who laid a 


ame ; upon which account, his memory will flou- 


iſh in the minds of good mat, tal time is Fane 
owed up in Ry | 
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ey, and their brazen ones were drawn with ropes . 


"Witing foundation for the honour of the chriſtian 
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thanaſius, and was very careful of his education 
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ATHANASIUS. 


E was born at Alexandria; and by the care i x; 

his parents was brought up in all ſorts of 
. human and divine. When he was a boy 
he was playing on a ſolemn feſtival among othe 
boys, who would needs imitate the church in he 
facred offices, and for that end they choſe Athan; 
fius for their biſhop, who acted his part well, ex: 
mining other boys about the principles of religion, t 
prepare them for baptiſm. In the mean time, Alex. 
ander biſhop of Alexandria paſſing along, and ob 
ferving how they were employed, called them before 
him, and examined every boy what part he had aCted 
thereby gathering their diſpoſitions for future ſtations 
in life. Then he cauſed them all fo be educated 
good learning: but above all he took a love to A 


for his ingenuity, diligence, and. towardly diſpoſi- 
tion. When Athanaſius came to riper years, hs 
took him with him to the council of Nice, called 
together by Conſtantine the Great about the Arian 


opinions, to aid and aſſiſt him in the diſputations ie 
which afterwards procured him much hatred and py 


trouble from the Arians, : 


After Alexander's death, he was appointed hi 
ſucceſſor. This ſo provoked the Arians, who had 
now crept into favour with the old , emperor, that 
they by all means endeavoured to caſt him out df 
Alexandria; and for that end they accuſed him tc 


the emperor as the author of much ſedition, and; 
eT% Sd . S man 
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any tumults in the church. Athanaſius on the 
ntrary wrote to the emperor Conſtantine, that 
oſe Arians were the authors of unlawful ordina- 


ons, and of laying aſide the decrees of the council 
Nice; of corrupting the faith, of ſeditions, and 


ts on: proſecuting the orthodox with unjuſt contumelies 
0 nd reproaches. | 
0 He was alſo unjuſtly accuſed of many things at a 


uncil at Tyrus, and was depoſed by them. This 
uncil reſtored the Arians to thoſe offices and places 
om which they had been ejected. But Athanafi- 
went to Conftantinople, and complained to the 
peror of the unjuſt judgment the biſhops had 
aſſed upon him. His enemies ſeeing that their un- 
| proceedings were diſcovered, they now accuſed 
im to the emperor for threatening to reſtrain the 
ringing of corn from Egypt to Conſtantinople, as 
as uſually done ; to which accuſation the too cre- 
ulous emperor gave heed, and was ſo much in- 


2 nſed againſt Athanaſius, that he baniſhed him to 
f rer, in France. 

alle At this time there was one Alexander, a godly 
Arianl$1d worthy man, biſhop of Conſtantinople. He, 


the diſturbance which aroſe about Arius, ſhewed 
imſelf a very prudent and pious man: for as ſoon 
$ Arius came to Conſtantinople, he raiſed diviſions 
mong the people there, ſo that great tumults en- 
ed; while one part of the people ſtood for the faith 
onfirmed by the Nicene council, another of them 
id, that the opinion of Arius was moſt agreeable 
reaſon, Hereupon Alexander was brought into 
eat difficulties, eſpecially becauſe Euſebius, biſhop 
I Nicomedia, often and grievouſly threatened him 
| with 


his companions into communion with him. Bu 
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with depoſition, if he would not receive Arius 


Alexander was not ſo concerned about his own de 
poſition, as he was careful to maintain the Nicer 
faith, and the doctrine eſtabliſhed by that council 
For judging himſelf. bound to be a patron of th 
decrees of that council, he thought it his duty to th 
utmoſt. of his power to endeavour that they migh 
not be broken, or be made invalid. And laying a 
ſide diſputations and arguing in an ordinary way 
he looked to God for help and aſſiſtance, and ſhut 
ting himſelf up in the church, he faſted and prayed 
and night and day he begged of God, that if th 
opinion of Arius was true, he might never ſee th 
day appointed for the trial; but if his own fait 
was the truth, then that God would inflict ſom 
viſible judgment upon Arius, the author of all tho 
evils. | eat 


In the mean time the emperor, deſirous to f 
out the opinion of Arius, ſent for him to his pala 
and aſked him whether he did agree to the decree 
of the council of Nice? He without delay willing 
ly and chearfully (though cunningly and fallaciouſly 
ſubſcribed them : for having written his own opi 
nion, he put it into his boſom, and then ſwore tha 
he did truly and from his heart believe according: 
he had written, The good emperor, giving credi 
to his ſubſcription and oath, commanded Alexand: 
biſhop of Conſtantinople to receive him into com 
munion. This was on the Saturday, and Ariu 
expected the next day to be admitted into the com 
munion of the church ; but God prevented it; 
for Arius going out of the palace with Euſebiu 
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a great number of his followers, in much pomp, 
baving had a victory over his adverſaries, he no 
ner came to the chief market-place of the city, 
t his conſcience began to accule and terrify him 
r all his deceit and wickedneſs ; through the vio- 
e of which his bowels were looſened ; where- 
don he aſked whether the jakes or houſe of office 
as not near; and being informed that it was hard 
he tone aſide into it, and while he was eaſing 
ure, firſt his fundament came forth, then abun- 


* nce of blood, and at laſt he voided his bowels, to- 
ayed|F'ber with his ſpleen and his liver, and hou * 
b imediately died. 


Some of his company thinking him long in re- 
ming, went to ſee the cauſe of his ſtay, and found 
dead in this miſerable manner. Euſebius and 
tall nis company were hereupon truck with very 
eat terror. The report of Arius's dreadful death 
mediately ſpread over all the city, and over a great 
of the world. Every one, as they went by, 
inted at the place where he made this wretched 
d, and ſhunned the uſe of it: yet his aſſociates 
ve it out, that his adverſaries by the help of magic 
| thus deſtroyed him. Many reſorted to ſee the 
ee of his death, whereby it became very infamous. 
length a certain rich citizen, who was an Arian, 


_ ught it, and pulling down the jakes, built an houſe 
xand the room of i K, that the thing 1 in proceſs of time | 


ght be forgotten. 


Athanaſius, being fully informed of theſe things, 
tes of them thus : © Arius, the author of his 
ſect, and the companion of Euſebius, was, by the 
t and induſtry of ＋ Euſebian faction, ſent for 

* to 
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to Conſtantinople by the good emperor, wi; 
« commanded him to write his faith; and this em 
ning fox wrote it indeed; but, after the mann h. 
* of the devil in quoting ſcripture, he craftily ſn 
* preſſed, and left out the impudent words of his ine 

« piety. And when Conſtantine urged him, ths 
4% if he had no other opinion which he kept ſeen pu 
jn his mind, he ſhould ſubſcribe, and ſwear to Har 
* truth ; withal telling him, that if he forſwoWri: 
0 himſelf, God would find him out, and plague hin At 
cc for it; this miferable wretch ſwore that he haWil!i 
* no other opinion, nor thought otherwiſe than * 
<< had written: whereupon he going forth from im. 
<< emperor, God's hand immediately fell upon hin ot 
« and dying like Judas, he burſt afunder, and jj 
« bowels came out. And though death be cor 
mon to all men, ſo that no man, not our enem ro 
44 js to he reproached for death; yet the death 
_ « Arius being ſo ſtrange, and differing from ti 
« death of other men, is not to be paſſed over in 
«lence: for when Enfebius and his follow 
* threatened-to bring Arius the very next morni 
into the congregation, and Alexander by pra 
& had begged of God to prevent it, it pleaſed Gd 
« the great Judge, that very Gay to bring him! 
e fuch * ful end.“ 


Soon after it pleaſed God to remove the go, 
emperor Conſtantine by death; and Euſebius biſht 
of Nicomedia, and Theognis bilhop of Nice, ſu 
poſing they had a proper opportunity, endeavoure 
by all means poſſible to take away the Nicene cret 
out of the church, wherein was the clauſe of 


— and in the room thereof to ſettle that di 
teſtab 
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fable hereſy of Arius, who denied that the Son of 
od is of the ſame ſubſtance with the Father. —+ 
'hey ſent an Arian prieſt with the laſt will and teſ- 
ment of Conſtantine to his ſon Conſtantius, and 
e was much pleaſed that the empire of the Eaſt 
as left to him. This prieſt became a favourite at 
purt, and ſeduced the empreſs, her eunuchs, and 
amberlains, who fell into the pernicious hereſy of 
rianiſm. 
Athanaſius returned to Alexandria, and was moft 
illingly received by the people in general, but ſuch 
were infected with the leproſy.of Arianiſm raiſed 
mults againſt him: And Euſebius's confederates 
rote to the emperor Conſtantius, and accuſed A- 
anaſius of ſettling himſelf in the church, without 
e conſent of the aſſembly of biſhops. The em- 
ror therefore ſent one Georgius, an Arian, to be 
W'hop of Alexandria; and one Syrianus, à captain, 
ith} 5000 ſoldiers, to expel Athanaſius, and to 
tle Georgius in his room. Theſe ſoldiers took. 
ſeſſion of the church for Georgius; but Athang- 
us and the people, that were there ſinging pſalms, 
eaped without wy harm, and he quickly fled to 
ome. 

Athanaſius preached | in every ci city whete he came, 
xhorting them to avoid the Arians, and to em- 
race ſuch as confeſſed that the Son of God was of 
e ſame ſubſtance with the Father: And in divers 
the churches, he ordained miniſters, which gave 
cafign to his adverſaries ta accuſe him again, for 

daining miniſters in the provinces of vthers. 


Not long after, it pleaſed God, that Conſtans, 
nperor of the Weſt, died, and Conſtantius _claim- 
E 2 ing 
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ing all the dominions of his brethren, was proclain 
ed emperor of the Weſt, This emperor, who for 
merly favoured the Arian hereſy, became a gre: 
enemy to the orthodox; for firſt he banifhed Paulus 
biſhop of Conſtantinople, whom the guides th 
were to conduct him into exile, very wickedly flifl 
at Cucuſum, in Cappadocia, Lucius, biſhq 
of Adrianople, was caſt into priſon, and the 
choked with ſtink. But the emperor was moſt in Neo] 
cenfed againſt Athanafius, commanding him to h 
executed wherever he could be taken. He ordere 
alſo, that Theodolus and Olympius, biſhops « 


Thrace, ſhould be put to death, and Arians w n 
placed in their ſtead. 2 5 ne 


But it pleaſed God, that Athanaſius, having in 
telligence of theſe bloody decrees of the emperoWerc 
Red from Alexandria. This the Arians rejoiced a; 
and greatly reflected on him for it; which Ath 

ſius hearing of, apologiſed for himſelf, making 
relation of the horrible practices committed at A 
lexandria, by Georgius, the Arian. 


About this time, Julius, biſhop of Rome, diedWroa 
having been biſhop twenty-five years; and Liber 
ſucceeded him. The Arians, thinking this a ant. 
opportunity, endeavoured by all means to appear 
gainſt thoſe who were for the Nicene faith; 2 
their enmity was chiefly againſt Athanaſius. Abo 
thirty Arian biſhops meeting at Antioch, they wro 
to other biſhops, that Athanaſius had returned 
Alexandria, againſt all the laws of the churc 
whereupon they commanded that none ſhould con 
municate with him, but that they ſhould hold con 
munion with biſhop Georgius, whom they hade 


gained. 
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Athanaſius was perſecuted from time to time by 
he Arians ; but it pleaſed God to appear for him 

many dangers and difficulties, and to deliver him 
y divers ſpecial providences from his enemies. 

he emperor Conſtantius ſending his ſecretary to 
\lexandria, many of the people were grievouſly 
puniſhed, by ſcourging them in a cruel manner: 

nd ſoon after Georgius became more terrible to 
hem than formerly, which made him odious to the 
people, both for his incenſing the emperor againſt 
hem, and for his heretical opjnions and eruel uſage. 
chem. 

But not long after, in a+ tumult raiſed by the 

entiles, Georgius was pulled out of the church by 
he ears, tied to a camel, torn to pieces, and burnt 
oaſnes, together with the beaſt : Conſtantius the em- 
eror, alſo died; and Julian, the apoſtate, ſucceeded- 
im, About which time, Athanaſius returned to- 
Alexandria, and was lovipgly and chearfully enter- 
aned by the people: The Arians were baniſned, 

d the church was reſtored to the government of 
Athanaſius. But the Arians taking occaſion to re- 

roach him for his former flight, he made an apo- 
boy, ſhewing that he had acted as the ſcripture war- 
anted him: He obſerves, that the bleſſed mar- 
* tyrs in the heat and ſtorms of perſecution. being 

* purſued; fled away, and hid themſelves in ſolitary. 

places; but being taken, they valiantly encoun- 

tered with their adverfaries, and ended the com- 
bat with martyrdom. 

Though this. valiant champion of Chriſt, Atha- 
ulis, in the beginning of Julian's reign, returned 
; Alexandria yet he eould not long be in tranquil- 

E 3, | lity. 
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for him. When news. came of Julian's deat! 
Atlianaſius, that very night; appeared ir. his church, 
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lity there ; for he was baniſhed from the city by Ju. 
lian. He ſaid to ſome of his friends, This is but hre 
<« a little cloud, which will quickly vaniſh away; t! 
and accordingly taking ſhip, fled into other parts on c 
Egypt. The enemy hearing of it, made haſte to N 
overtake him: But when they approached, hi b 
friends in the ſhip adviſed him to haſten to the 
ſhore, and to fly ons the deſert ; but the matter be- 
ing in a divine manner revealed to him, he ordered 


the pilot to ſail back to Alexandria; and when they * 
met the purſuers, they enquired of them if they had 

ſeen Athanaſius; to whom they anſwered, that i B 
they made haſte they might evertake him, and (off! © 
they let them go. And Athanaſius returning wd 
Alexandria, hid himſelf among his friends, till thei ind 
ſtorm of perſecution was blown over; and the mol uffo 
of that time he was hid in the houſe of a chaſte and by 
godly virgin, where he was ſupplied with all nece. .! 
| ho, 


faries, and ſuch books as.he wanted. were borrowed 


to the great joy of his friends, and aſtoniſhment of 
his adverſaries ; who wondered how. he could be Hence 
ſuddenly there, when he had been ſo diligen!|yi 
fought after by the magiſtrates, and could not bai: 
found. Julian, the apoſtate, was on a ſudden ſtruc 
with a horſeman's lance (from whence it came weine 
uncertain) ; which grazing upon his arm, paſſed | 
at his fide; and went to the lower lap or fillet of th 
liver; with which, as being two-edged, he cut h 
fingers while he ſtrove to pull it out, and faintingÞavir 
with loſs of ſpirits, ſunk down upon. his horſe's nec 
There went a report, that n himſelf money 
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rounded; he- took a handful of his blood, and 
hrowing it up into the air, cried out, c At length 
thou haſt overcome me, O Galitean !”” For fo 

contempt he-uſed to call our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, 


Not long after, Hearing that Fovianus the chriſtian 

peror vas eomme to Antioch Athanafius, confult- 

ng wich his friends, thought good to viſit him. 

lovianus is ſaid to have reſolved to follow the ad- 

ice of the great Athanaßus, in matters of faith and 
hurch government. 


But it pleaſed God, i in a ſhort time, after. a reign 
f eight months, to remove this good,emperor by a 
udden death; a great pan with wet charcoal being 
tindled in his chamber,, he was. found. in his bed 
uffocatet in the morning à whoſe death was much 
mented by all good men. The army then choſe 


alentinian, a worthy perſon, for their emperor ;, 
ho, at Conſtantinople, choſe his brother Valens 


or his companion in the empire. 


The emgeror Valens, conſidering how many 
jends Athanaſius had (who, by reaſon of his ab- 
ence, might raiſe commotions, to the great prejudice 
f the empire), and withal conſidering that Valens 
inian,, who was an, earneſt defender of the Nicene 


ith, might take the baniſhment of Athanaſius very 


einoufly, he wrote affectionate letters to the people 
Alexandria, ſignifying his: pleaſure that Athana- 


us ſhould, according to their hearts deſire,, enjoy 
Is biſhopric : But, a ſhort time after, Athanaſius 
laving endured many perſecutions and ſkirmiſhes 
n defence of the divinity of the Son of God, and 
* "w_ biſhop 46 years, in which time he had 
been 
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44 ATHAMNA-STUS. 
been often. i in great danger of his life, through the 
goodneſs. : and mercy of God, died i in. peace, in his 
@wn city. of Alexandria, in the year of our Lord 375 


It was ſaid of him,“ Not only biſhops, but em. 

< perors, kingdoms, nations. 4 pan @ppoked 
4 him; and then he, uſed to ſay ugh an arm 
g : encqmp againſt, nie, ye 2207 nat fear. 
e time . + 4 who 2% much 
uſe. of, conjurers, the magicians and foothſayers in 
Alexandria cried out, that they could do nothing in 
their art. except Athanaſius was removed out of the 

city, It was ſaid of him}, „ One Athanaſius ſtood 
6 firm, againſt all: the world. 0 Gregory Na: azianzen 
ſtiles him, 77 The great frumpet and pillar of the 
& church. And Thtodoret calls him, „The 
© bulwark. of truth.“. He was a great champiod Con 
for the truth, and for maintaining that great chil 
tian doctrine, That there are three Perſons in th lac 
„ Godhead, the Father,. Son, and Holy Ghoſk 
equal in, power and glory.“ 


His works have been printed i in ö volumes | 
folio ; which contain his epiſtles, orations on the in-Wiru! 
carnation. of Chriſt; and: various other: treatiſes, 
The creed under his name is occaſionally ſtill uſedMeer 
in the Liturgy. of the-Church of England. His 
piety and zeal in appearing firmly. for the orthodoflh,.q : 

doctrines, hath been and will be celebrated in Pere 
ſucceeding ages of. the church militant ; but h4þ;ir, 
is now-out 'of the-reach of his enemies, in the 
church triumphant, ſinging praiſes to Him who ſits 
upon the throne, and to the. Lamb, for ever ani 
ever. Amen. 
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BASIL. 


HIS eminent biſhop and father in the chriſti- 

an church was born at Pontus, about the 

year 326. His father Baſil was a perſon of great 
note and authority, and Emmilia, his mother, is 
Faid to have been a very beautiful woman. Both 
is parents were deſcended from ancient and ho- 

nourable families, eminent for their nobility, and 

heir conſtant adherence to, the chriſtian religion. 
In the perſecution under Maxentius, ſome of his pa- 
ernal anceſtors, to avoid the fury thereof, fled to 
ne of the woody mountains of Pontus, where they 
ontinued near ſeven years, expoſed to hunger, cold, 


and all the other hardſhips of a barren deſolate 


place ; the preſſures of which were more grievous 
to them, as their education and former manner of 
living had been very tender and delicate. 


This their eldeſt ſon was in his early years in- 
ructed by his father in uſeful learning, and the 


principles of that religion, of which himſelf. had 


deen ſo eminent a pattern. His mother Emmilia 
likewiſe, and his aged grandmother Macrina, who 
ad been a confeſſor in ſome of the late perſecutions, 

ere particularly deſirous to form his mind in the 
rinciples and practice of real religion. * 


Such was the eminency of his parts, and his fin- 
lar piety, that he was ordained deacon of the 
hirch at Antioch; and upon the death of Euſebi- 
; then biſhop of Ceſarea, (who expired in Baſil's 
Ms): hes after great oppoſitions made by the Ari- 
an 
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an party, was at length ordained ſucceffor of the de. 
ceaſed. This gave birth to no ſmall diſguſt to Va. 

lens the emperor, who coming thither ſhortly after, 
in purſuance of his deſign to ſubdue the Eaſt to the 
erroneous doctrine of Arius, Bafil was, a ſecond 
time, ſummoned to appeat before Modeſtus the 
præfect; who, on his attending, demanded of hi 
why he behaved himſelf with ſo much obſtinacy, 


and preſumed to oppoſe ſo great an emperor ? He he 
replied, © What is that you mean, Sir? I do not at 
4 underſtand you.” I mean (ſaid the prafet)MW I 
"* your refuſing to comply with the emperor's reli. Nhat 

& ojon, contrary to the example of all others.”— at ſu 
Baſil rephied, It is inconſiſtent with the will of m ye 
Creator ſo to do, nor can I ever be brought to if 
e worthip a creature.“ What then, faid the fa 
* prefect, do you make of us “ Baſil, with ot 
manly courage and reſojution, anſwered, «© Nothing ein 
*atal!, while you command ſueh things as theſe. "I co 
The other then aſked, '<* Do'not you efteem it i © 
great honour to have us on your fide ?”* He re · ¶ ſo 
pi; &« allow you to be illuftrious perſons, bu vi 
© pot more honourable than God: and chriſtiani-}M* by 
« ty is not to be meaſured: by the dignity of men, th. 
« but by fourtdnefs in the fnith. The prisfect on pr 
this flew into a paſhon, and' ſtarting up from hi cu 
feat, he aſked, ** What, are you not afraid of the th 
* power with which we are armed?“ - Baſil re: no 
plied,” <* What is it that you can do? If you have” yo 


any thing worſe than confiſcation of goods, ba ·¶ off 


<« giſhment, tonturts, and death, let us/know ; fo off 
none of theſe things can harm me at all. Na ed 
1 the præfect, how laZ”. 4 With regad rie 


6 tc 


p 


to confiſcation, ſaid Bafil, that cannot hurt me, 


A © becauſe I have nothing to loſe but theſe tattered 
fe © carments, and a few books; neither can baniſn- 

g © ment, as God is every where, and I am tied to no 
A «© place: and as for tortures, what can they do to 


the fuck. a body as this, which can ſcarce endure 
more than the firſt ſtroke ? Nor will death be an 
© evil to me, but rather a kindneſs, as it will the 
ſooner ſend me to God, for whoſe ſake I live and 
vat.” 
ect) The prefect being furpriſed at this, told him, 
reli. hat he had never met with any before who talked 
„ ſuch a rate. He replied, . Becauſe, perhaps, 
my you never met with a true chriſtian biſhop; for 


t to if you had, he would have behaved juſt in the 


the fame manner that I have done: for though in all 
th other reſpects we are humble and ſubmiſſive to all 
ein authority, yet where the cauſe of religion is 


ee. concerned, we overlook all things elfe, and fix our 


it eyes only on the will of our Maker: and if, for 
© ſo doing, we are ſentenced to fire and ſword, to 
© wild beafts, and inſtruments to rake off the fleſh 
© by piece-meal, ſuch things are rather a pleafure 
than a torment to us. You may therefore re- 
© proach and threaten ; uſe your power, and exe« 


1 his cute your pleafure ; but let the emperor know, 

f the that He ſhall never be able to conquer us: we will 
re. not join ourſelves to that impious ſet, do what 
have you will. And as for the advantages which you 
ba ⸗ offer me, together with the emperor's favour, 
fog offer them to children, who are wont to be pleaſ- 
Na, ed with ſuch trifles. I highly value the emperor's 
mr a — when I can enjoy that and the —_ 
« tc cc 0 
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of heaven together; but, ſeparate from the lattei, 
] eſteem it moſt pernicious and deadly.“ The 
prefect, on hearing this, told him, that he was be. 
ſide himſelf, and ordered him to attend the next 
day, threatening at the ſame time what he would 
do, in caſe he did not comply with the emperor's 
command. He anſwered, ** he wiſhed to be al- 
© ways-beſide himſelf in the fame manner, and that 
« he ſhould be found zuſt the ſame man to-morrow 
« as then;” adding moreover, ©* Do not alter 
your mind, but put your threatenings into exe- 
„ cution.“ 

Modeſtus finding him thus unconquerable, thougb 
he appeared outwardly angry, could not help admi- 
ring his reſolution ; and going to the emperor he 
told him, that one biſhop was too kard for them all, 
there being no hopes of his yielding to their ſolici- 
tation. Valens being ſtruck with his courage and 
conſtancy, inſtead of {hewing his reſentment againk 
him, weat to his church, and heard him diſcourſe 
concerning the chriſtian faith; in conſequence of 
which he was brought to a better opinion of the 
orthodox doctrine than he had entertained before. 
But this being perceived by the Arian biſhops, they 
earneſtly requeſted that Baſil might be ſent into ba- 
niſhment ; and having obtained the emperor's con- 
ſent, a day was fixed, and a chariot appointed for 


that, purpoſe: but the good providence of God in- 


terpoſed in his behalf, ſo that this, as well as all the 
reſt of the attempts made againſt him, came intire- 
ly to nothing. 

The emperor's ſon being ſeized with a violent 


2 which baffled all the {kill of the phyſicians, 


afte 


B A S L.. L. a 
er his:life was deſpaired of, Valens was defifous 


ter) 
[heat Baſil ſhould be ſent for, in order to pray to God 
de⸗ Ir his recovery: but being conſcious to himſelf 


ow much he had affronted han by his late order 
bud r his baniſhment, he requeſted ſome of the cour- 
or ers to undertake the affair: accordingly, they 
pplied to him for that purpoſe and he, forgetting. 
e injuries, which he had received, went dire Sly to 
ourt, and being introduced to the emperor, he ſaid 
o him, If the faith you profels be true, pray that 
my child may not die.” Baſil replied, © If you, 
Sir, will embrace the ſame doctrine that I do, and 
reſtore peace to the church, you need not doubt 
of the prince's recovery. Baut Valens not agree · 
to this, Baſil immediately withdrew, ſaying, 
then God's will be done:“ and ſoon after the 
rince departed this life. 


Modeſtus the prefect being viſited 10 a danger- 
us illneſs at this time, ſent for Baſil, and with tears 
mented his former behaviour towards him; be- 
eching him moreover to intercede with God for 
e reſtoration of his health. Baſil, well remem-- 
ring the exhortation of Jeſus Chriſt, ** Pray for 
them who deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute 
you,” freely complied with his requeſt ; and the 
her imputed his recovery to the efficacy of his 
ayers, and ever afterwards ſpake of him with great 
ſpect, 

Thus it pleaſed God to haw up the reputation of 
ntire· Nis excellent biſhop, in the midſt of his moſt in- 
terate enemies; ſo that he was ſuffered to keep 
is ſtation, when almoſt all the other orthodox and 
itholic biſhops were turned out and baniſhed, 

F The 


iolent 
Clans, 
afte 


80 B AS I L. 

The continual labours which Baſil had under. 
gone, together with his very abſtemious manner of 
living, having at length reduced his body to a ſtate 
of great weakneſs, after he had been biſhop of Ce. 
farea eight years and ſome odd months, he waz 
ſeized with an illneſs that i in a ſhort time confined 
him to his bed; which being publickly known, 
great numbers of people aſſembled about his houſe, 
earneſtly ſupplicating God for his recovery ; but the 
diſorder increaſing, it ſoon put a period to his life, 
which he reſigned up with theſe words, Into ti 
* hands, O Lord, I commend my ſpirit.. Thu; 
wis thechurch of Ceſarea, to its great loſs, deprived 
of this excellent biſhop, on the firſt of January, 
379. He was a perſon diſtinguiſhed: with ſuch ex- 
cellencies, that Nazianzen declared himſelf unable 
to convey a juſt idea of his character. 


His natural temper was kind and compaſſionate 
humble and peaceable; if he was at any time re- 
proved, none bore it with greater patience; and if 
obliged to admoniſh others, he OI did it with 
Sand gentleneſs... | 

He uſed to-ſay, © To he thyſelf is very difi- 
cult: for as the eye can ſee all things but itſelf; 
<« ſo ſome perſons can diſcern. all faults but their 
& own.” And again, Divine love is a never- 
failing treaſure: he who bath it, is rich}; And he 
«© who wanteth it, is poor.“ 


There have been ſeveral editions of Bafil's al 
in Greek and Latin. That printed at Paris | 


x638, conliſts of three volumes folio. An elegant 


and. Wu edition has alſo wo publiſhed | ſince. 
5 | AM 
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_ A M BR O S E. 
ſtate 


Ce. E was born in France about the ytar 333. 


* His father, who was of the ſame name with 
neh imſelf, was a præfect, or the emperor's lieutenant 
wn, the weſtern provinces, one of the higheſt places 
uſe pf truſt and, honour in the Roman empire; and re- 
the ided at Atles, the capital of Gallia-Narbonenſis. 
life This his ſon was the youngeſt of three children 
hn cho, as he was one day ſeeping in his cradle, in 
"hy; le court of the governor's palace, had a ſwarm of 
wel Pees ſettled on his face; Which, after creeping in ' 
a, Nad out of his mouth, flew. away without doing him 
ex. he leaſt harm: His father ſtanding by was ſur- 
able Priſed at the ſight, and ſaid to thoſe about him, 
© This boy, if he lives, will be a great man;”— 

* Afterwards he. went to Rome, and gained great 
» re. Nnowledge in the liberal arts, and was excellently 
\4 ;fpccompliſhed with eloquence and ſweet behaviour; 
with Ov bereupon he was made governor of Inſubria, and 
jo went to Milan, where he was made lieutenant ; 

dick d being made lieutenant thereof, about the ſame 
elf me this ſtrange act happened. When Auxentius, 
ther 0m the Arians had choſen to be biſhop. of that 
_ Ne, died, all was there on art uproar about rhe elec- 
ad heben of another biſhop ; and great ſtrife there was, 
hilſt ſome would prefer this man, and ſome others 

tat man unto the biſhopric. The tumult being 
aſed, Ambroſe, the lieutenant of the city (who alſo 

* = a conſul), fearing greatly left that ſchiſm. wauld 
reed miſchief in the city, came purpoſely into; the 

n to appeaſe the ſedition; and his preſenoe 
A F 2 ** 
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being infected with the Arian hereſy, (though du- 


the holy church to ſuch impious intruders : 
_ Wn have a mind to * oy you have ſwords a 


$2 AMBROSE 
prevailing very much with the people, after he hi 
given them many notable exhortations, and there. 
by mitigated the rage of the heady and raſh mult. 
tude—all on a ſudden, with one voice, and as | 
were with one nn. nomigated Ambroſe-for their 
biſhop. F 

The emperor Valentinian publickly returned 
thanks to God on the occaſion, ſaying, that it wa 
God rather than men who eum him to this 
dignity. 

The emperor dying ſoon ar Juſtina his wife, 


ring the life of her huſband ſhe concealed her ſenti- 
ments) together with her young ſon, raiſed tumulu 
againſt Ambroſe, endeavouring to effect his baniſh 
ment: but the populous poſſeſſing ſingular love ani 
affection for him, nobly withſtood her efforts, and 
prevented her deſigns. The young prince, how 
ever, at the inſtigation of his mother, began to mc 
left him; who in return ſeriouſly reminded him & 
the faith profeſſed by his father, and exhorted hin 
to continue ſtedfaſt therein, it being that whid 
was taught by our Lord and his apoſtles ; obſervingf{cer: 
moreover that the Arian nations were directly co 
trary to divine revehtion : But he, | impatient « 
contradiction; ordered his guards to furzound th, .1 
church, Ambroſe was not in the leaſt dauntec 
which exaſperated him to ſuch a degree, that h. 
commanded him to come out of the church: H 
replied, That I can never conſent to; I will ne 
„ betray the ſheepfold to the wolves, nor give 


c ſpeal 
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ars within, do it here; ſuch a death I am 
ready moſt willingly to undergo,” 
About the year ;84, Auguſtine being ſent for to 
lilan to teach rhetoric, he became a hearer of Am- 
roſe ; by whoſe diſcourſes he was ſo wrought up- 
that he was reduced from the errors of the Ma- 
ichees, and left off his vicious courſe of life; and af - 
er having been a catechuman two years, was by him 
aptized. He became an eminent convert, and was. 
litinguiſhed for his great piety and labours in the 
hurch, both by: his preaching and excellent. Writs 
ngs. 
1 met with much oped from the 
\rians; againſt whom he /afted with great ſpirit 


iſh-Nynd intrepidity. Juſtina, the Arian empreſs, and 


other of Valentinian, reſolving to reſtore Arianiſm 
t Milan, began with demanding of Ambroſe one 
of the churches; which was called the Portian 
burch ; but he refuſed it, and the people ſurround+ 
ng the palace in a body, the was obliged to leave 
um in poſſeſſion of his church; and even deſire him 
pacify the people. Some time after the empreſs 


ing hegt and required of him, in the emperor's name, 


ot only that church, but the new church likewiſe: 
e refuſed to obey this order, and anſwered with 
nch ſpirit and reſolution. as. aſtoniſhed * _ 
me with:the emperor's orders. 


When a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, ke not only 
makes his enemies tobe at peace with him, but fome- 
imes to apply to him for advice and protection: and 

us it came to paſs, with reſpect to the pious Am- 
broſe; for the court having received advice, that 
Maximus was making preparations to invade Italy, 

1 and 


54 AMBROSE. 
and being utterly unable to defend themſelves againf 
him, they were obliged to requeſt the aſſiſtance 
Ambroſe ; intreating him, that as he had. been (ue. 
ceſsful in a former embaſſy, he would again inter 
Poſe his good offices in that criticak juncture, - Thy 
good biſhop, paſſing by many injuries he had re 
ceived, very readily undertook to-ſerve them ; and 
accordingly haſted away to. Triers, where Maximy 
at that time kept his court: Being admitted int 
his preſence, he remonſtrated to him very frech 
concerning his uſurpation, treachery, and cruelty 
The uſurper, however, treated him with great ci 
vility, and: promiſed to confer with: kim concern 
ing a treaty of peace: but finding-afterwards that be 
would not communicate with him, he flew into 
paſſion, and commanded him to depart immediate 
ly from his court. 

Being thus. diſmiſſed, he returned to Milan, a 
gave the empesor an account of his embaſſy ; advi 
fing him withal to be very cautious, how he truſtet 
Maximus, who was really his enemy, whatever hi 
pretenfions to the contrary might be, and the eve 
abundantly made good his. obſervation :. for. anothe 
ambaſſador being ſent to him, after having enter 
tained him with: much kindneſs, on his return h 
Fent a conſiderable part of: his forces with him t 
aſſiſt Valentinian, as he pretended, againſt th 
barbarians, who were then preparing to fall o 
Pannonia ; but inſtead of this, no ſooner were th 
got to the Alps, than they ſeized, as they. had bee 
ordered, on all the narrow and difficult places, 
ſecure the paſſage of the uſurper into Italy, towara 


which he immediately marched his whole * g in 
ale 


AM BROSE. 5s 


Vatentiniath being informed of this, f in order to 
ovide for his own. ſafety, departed by ſea to Theſ- 
Jonica ; from thence he ſent a meſſenger to the em- 
ror Theodoſius, with an account of his ſad cir- 
mſtances, and 7 ueſted his ſpeedy aſſiſtance; but 
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[aximus entering Italy in the mean titne, exerciſed 
the erlielty of a . enemy, 10 f 
d ſpoiling fome, and reducing others to a ſkate 
pptivity. Ambrofe exerted himſelf to the urmoſt 
n this diſtreſſing occaſion ;, and when every other 
ethod of relieving theſe unhappy ſufferers failed; 
parted with the plate belonging to his church for al 
at purpoſe. Theodoſius having aſſembled: his 0 
res in order to reinſtate Valentinian in his domi⸗ | 
ons, and the uſurper expecting that he would 
me to Rome by fea, he made preparations to en- 
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punter him there accordingly. But the army, . 
ang through Pannonia and the ftraits of the A- , 
dS nnine hills, came upon him by ſurpriſe ; and hav- " 
ul taken him from his throne, and diveſted him 
me enſigns of his royalty, at the command of the f 
"Wperor he was beheaded; in conſequence of which - Þ 
4 ace was again reſtored to Italy. £ 
n while Theodoſius continued at Milan, he-receiv- i 
im advice, that the inhabitants of Theffalonica, on ; 


ing refuſed a very unreaſanable requeſt, had raiſed 


mult.! in which Buthericus, commander of the 


5 
Il 0 "AF 
thellhrſe in Illyricum, and ſeveral other perſons, were 
deel t to death: whereupon he commanded that the N 


ders. ſhould be let looſe upon them, in order to 
niſh. them for this riotous proceeding. Ambroſe 
ing informed hereof, and conſidering the dreadful 
conſe- 
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conſequence of ſuch a method of retaliation, wer 
immediately to the emperor, and pleaded ſo effec, 
ally with him, that he promiſed the affair ſhould 
intirely paſſed over. But after his departure, f 
great officers of the court perſuading the emperor 
revoke his promiſe,” and put his former deſign in 
execution, à warrant was iſſued for that purpol 
and. the people being eg to. the Circus, unde 
pretence of ſeeing the public ſports, the ſoldiers wer 
ordered in amongſt them, — deſtroyed near ſeve 
thoufand- perſons, without putting any diſtinctia 
between the vilty and innocent: by which, me: 
the city WAS: led with the blood of many innocer 
perſons ; ;.and ee the reſt ſeveral, firangers wh 
were but juſt come to, che city. No regard was hy 
to any diſtinction of, perſons, no form of trial v 
obſerved, but they were cut down. like corn in't 
harveſt, as Theodeys, expreſſes it, to the numb: 
of ſeven thouſand. 


. Ambroſe being i formed of this deteſtable ma 
cre; wrote immediately to the emperor, and expo 
tulated with him concerning his abominable cruc 
ty, and breach of promiſe; telling him moreov 
that he muſt pray to God earneſtly for the parde 
of his fins, and manifeſt to the church his repentan 
by a ſincere and public profeſſion thereof, before 
could admit him to'be a partaker of the holy co 
munion, he having been commanded in a dream 


exclude him therefrom. And on his return to 


lan, when he came to the door of the church, At 
brofe peremptorily forbad him to enter there: 

<< Perhaps, Sir, ſaid he, you are not fully appr! 
4 of the horribleneſs of your crime: your greatn 


82002 


pping 
ore. 


may have alſo blinded your eyes, that you cannot 
ſee your offence; but you would do well to re- 
flect on the original duſt out of which we were all 
made, and to which we muſt all return. Let not 
the ſplendor of your robes hinder you from being 
acquainted with the infirmities of that body which 
they cover: you are made of the ſame materials 
2s thoſe are whom you govern, who are not your 
ſubjects only, but in fome ſenſe your fellow- ſer- 
vants : for there is one Lord and Emperor of the 
world; the creator of all things; and with what 
eyes will you then behold the temple of this com- 
mon Lord How will you tread his ſanttuary ? 
How will you ſtretch: forth your hands in prayer 
to him, which are ſtill reeking with the blood of 
the innocent; or preſume'to receive with them the 
ſymbol of the body of Chriſt ? How wilt oullifr 
up the facramental wine to thoſe lips which late- 


fore, and do not by a a ſecond offence Wan 
your former fin,” 


The emperor willingly ſubmitted to him; for 
wing been religiouſly educated, he Knew very well 
hat was the duty o the miniſters of Chriſt, and 
hat was proper for kings to do in ſuch caſes ; there- 
re Theodofius being thus made ſenſible, of his 
co ime, retutned back to his palace, and paſſed his 
eam Ine in ſorrow and lamentation ; in which peniten- 

| ſtate he continued eight months, during which 
ne he wore nothing but mourning garments: and 
FolleQing one yh that a ſotetnn occaſion of wor- 
pping God was drawing near, he burſt into tears 
ore Ruffinus the comptroller of his palace, wha 


inquiring 
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ly utteret fuch u ſavage decree? - Depart there- 
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inquiring of him the reaſon thereof, he rep ie 
„Thou little knoweſt the trouble which J fe 
„ $ervants. and beggars may go freely to the hoo. 
of God, and pour qut their prayers, while Mv 
% doors thereof, and conſequently. the gates of he 
« yen, are ſhut againſt me.” Ruffinus anſweri vc 
If you will give me leave, I will go to the biſto It 
tand pray him to releaſe the ſentence. + No, ii mb 
the emperor, I know the juſtice thereof, and jo rei 
& will never be able to perſuade Ambroſe to diſobi i en 
te the commands of God, out of reſpect to the in an. 
4 perial dignity.” The other replied, he was ſu rar 
he ſhould meet with ſucceſs; and accordingly we 4 
to Ambroſe, and began to intreat him, telling bin are 
withal that the emperor would come himſelf in ali del 
tle time. Ambroſe made anſwer, I tell J | 
« plainly that I ſhall forbid him entrance; and j U 
<< he thinks proper to uſe force, here I am ready! 
« a Alete, y death which he ſhall , pleaſe 
« * allot me.” 

Ruffinus ending Ambroſe b inſlenible, fent the 
meſſenger to acquaint the emperor with his reſolſ tot 
tion, in order to fave him the trouble of coming thy 
but he being got part of the way before he receiv 


ri 
the information, replied, “I will go > howeyer, at « 
« undergo the ſhame which I have lo juſtly deſerf far; 
c ed. Being! came near the church, and addreſſi oly 
himſelf ti to Ambroſe, who fat in an adjacent rolls... 
he prayed that he might be abſolved. The biſh Tha 
anſwered, % Your coming hither is fighting 282 teact 
<c God, and treading his laws under foot... ſon h 


which be replied, 1 do not defire, to enter iff 
= A doors contrary; to law, 1 only beg to be 
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leaſed from the excommunication; and that you 
would canſider and imitate the compaſſion of 
our Lord, and not ſhut up thoſe gates againſt me, 
which he has ſet open to all penitents.” The 
ſhop then aſced, What ſigns of repentance have 
you ſhewa for ſo great a crime?” He anſwered, 
It is your buſineſs to preſcribe, mine to ſubmit. 
mbroſe replied, <*: Since you have let looſe the 
reins to your rage and fierceneſs, let a law be 
enacted, that all decrees which are made in haſte 
and paſſion ſhall be cancelled ; and that all war- 
rants, where life or loſs of eſtate is concerned, 


are put in execution, that there may be time for 
deliberate judgment: and when that time is ex- 
pired, let them ho draw up ſuch warrant preſent 
it to you again, that you may impartially conſider 
the caſe, whether it be right or wrong.“ The 
peror agreeing to.this, he was immediately ab- 
ved; and going into the church, he fell proſtrate: 
the ground, and! cried out, My'foul cleayeth 
to the duſt; quicken me, O Lord, according to 
thy word.“ After which, with all the expreſſions 
grief, tearing his hair, and beating his forehead, 
begged pardon of God and all good men; and 
far was this good prince from reſenting this ſcem- 
u ſevere treatment afterwards, that, at his return, 
Conſtantinople, he told Nectarius the biſhop,, 
rnat it was with much difficulty he had found a 
> 25" teacher of the truth, Ambroſe being the only per- 
ſon he ever met with who deſerved the name of a 
biſhop.” 


At ys, this valiant ſervant ec God, being 
worn 


ſhall be kept thirty days after ſigning before they 
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worn out'-with cares and labours, fell fick. The 
news of his illneſs being fpread abroad, a Romy 
count, named Stilicho, ſaid to ſome of his friends 
the moment that great man dies, deſtruction hangt 
over Italy; and ſending for ſeveral of the biſhoys 
and nobility, he requeſted them to go with him t 
Ambroſe, and intreat him to intercede with God tg 
ſpare. his life; accordingly they went, and endes. 
voured to prevail with him to do ſo;:repreſenting tg 
him with tears the loſs. which the church would 
ſuſtain by his death; but all his reply was, „ have 
not behaved.myſelf in ſuch, a manner that I an 
es aſhamed to live; nor am I afraid to die, becauſ 
I have ſo good a Maſter.“ . The day of his de- 
parture, which was April the Ath, 397, he lay ſe 
veral hours with his hands extended, and his lips 
moving, though it could not be underſtood what he 
ſaid ; and Honoratus, biſhop of Verceil, having 
given him the *. * er — 
aged 64. 2 

Such was i the manner in whi ch the gent Ambrol ; 
cloſed his life, after having long been an ornamen 
to the religion he profeſſed ; being everr in his pri 


vate life a public example: He was conſtant and 0 
fervent in his devotions, which were exalted to | 
high degree ; as appears from that ſublime compo _ 


ſition of his called Tz Deum, AY makes a part of 
the Engliſh liturgy. EY 


The remains of this excellent man were, in ſho Bl: 
time after his deceaſe, ſolemnly interred in the gre: 
church at Milan ; perſons of all religions, rank 
= conditions attending his funeral. | 
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ON CHRYSOSTOM was a native of che ce- 


110 lebrated city of Antioch, the capital of Syria, 


1 ofMfcated on the banks of the Orontes, and famed 
lea through the world for its magnificence and beauty, 


He was born about the year 355, of illuſtrious pa- 
ents, but he loſt his father ſoon after his birth; and 
was left to the care of his mother Secunda, a woman 
pf very great worth; who, though left a widow in 
er twentieth year, never entered again into the ma- 


gto 
ould 
have 
| am 


caul 


« de Wtrimonial ſtate, conſcientiouſly refraining therefrom, 
ved devoting herſelf to God and her children, for ſhe 
; lip had alſo a daughter. | 


The pious mother took care to give her ſon the 
eſt education poſſible, and to that end placed him 
mder the tuition of the moſt approved inſtructors in 
Antioch ; for ſhe well knew the great advantages of 
a good education. John early diſcovered great 
rength of genius, and ſingular abilities for oratory, 
nd at firſt applied himſelf to the ſtudy and prac- 
jee of the law: But when he obſerved how lewd and 
icked a courſe of life they led, he retired ; and 
hanging his habit and behaviour, he dedicated him- 
elf to the ſtudy of the ſacred ſcriptures, and was 
arneſtly deſirous to be uſeful to thechurch of Chriſt, 


Blameleſs in life, eloquent and indefatigable in 
reaching, Chryſoſtom was eſteemed at the higheſt 
te by the people of Antioch, But the emperor 
nas determined to remove him to Conſtantinople. 
he numerous and importunate competitors for 
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this biſhopric were rejected, and the good and ore) 
character of Chryſoſtom procured. him the office, 
Happy for religion, happy for learning, happy for 
the people would it be, if thus alone dignities Were 
conferred ; if ſilent and modeſt worth were called 
forth into action; and if the importunity of clama- 
ous ambition (a viceill-beſuiting the holy function), 
were ever rejected with indignation and ſcorn. 


It was in the year 397 that Chryſoſtom was called 
to be biſhop of Conſtantinople. To remove him 
to which, the emperor's warrant was ſent to Aſte. 
rius, governor of the Eaſt. Knowing in how great 
eſtimation their preacher was held by the people of 
Antioch, Aſterius foreſaw the greateſt difficulties, if 
he were publicly removed ; ſatisfied as he was that 
the people would not on any account conſent to his 
departure. Therefore keeping his 'commiſſion pri- 
vate, and ſaying nothing either to Chryſoſtom him- 
ſelf, or to any of the people, he pretended private 
buſineſs with him, and deſired him to accompany 
him a ſmall diſtance out of town, A chariot waited 
to receive them; and the governor with all ſpeed 
drove to the next ſtage ; where the commiſſioners 
from the emperor attended to convey Chryſoſtom 
to Conſtantinople. His reception there was ſolemn 
and he was admitted to this high office by man 
eminent biſhops, February 26, in the year 398. 

His miniſtry and government, by the bleſſing oF... 
God, proved ſo very effectual at Conſtantinople, 
that he converted many Pagans to the chriſtian re 
ligion, and delivered many heretics from their er 
rors. Many flocked daily to him; ſome for th 


profit and benefit which they got by his doctrine 
Fa | * 


nd others who came from curioſity or worſe ends, 
ere much benefited by his preaching. Great was 
he confluence of people who reſorted to hear his 
ermons, and his miniſtry was greatly bleſſed and 
ucceeded.. , 

About this time the Arians, who by the emperor 
Theodoſius were driven out of all the churches 
ithin Conſtantinople, held their conventicles in the 
uburbs; where firſt they met together in the night- 
ime, and made certain ſongs and reſponſories in fa- 
our of their own hereſies, and in diſhonour of the 
atholic and ſound chriſtians; and at laſt they grew 
o bold, that they went about the ſtreets every morn- 
g ſinging them, eſpecially on the firſt and laſt days 
f the week. Chryſoſtom, ſuſpecting left ſome of 
is people ſhould be ſeduced by theſe means, ſtirred 
hem up to the like practice. Whereupon the he- 
eties being enraged fell upon the orthodox, and 
me on both ſides were ſlain ; which fo incenſed the 
mperor againſt them, that he prohibited all the 
onventicles of the Arians; by which means the 
eople were more in love with Chryſoſtom, both 
or his prudence and profitable preaching. 
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f the clergy of Epheſus; and ſettled ſome diſorders, 


lemaſf nich had been occaſioned in that church by the 
mMaWrbulent and unquiet ſpirit of its managers. But 
8. hile he was there, a cabal, it ſeems, was plotting 
ng "Weainſt him at home. For Severien, biſhop of Ga- 
nople ala, to whom Chryſoſtom had committed the care 
an ref his church in his abſence, had taken great pains 
er 'Þ inſinuate himſelf into the favour of the nobility 
* ad people, at Chryſoſtom's expence, and to- his 
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In the year 400 he went into Aſia, at the requeſt 
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64 CHRYSOSTOM. \ 
diſadvantage. He had even formed a confederacy.. 
againſt him with his old adverſary Theophilus, < T 
Alexandria; to which confederacy the empreſs Fu. 
doxia had made herſelf a. party, for the ſake of re 
venging ſome liberties which Chryſoſtom had taken 


in reproving her. By her intrigues and manage. A 
ment chiefly the emperor was prevailed upon to * * 
N | 


Theophilus from Alexandria, in order to bring 
Chryſoſtom to a trial, and have him depoſed from ge 
his biſhoprie. Theophilus, who wanted nothing 
but an opportunity to ruin Chryſoſtom, came im Bit 
mediately to Conſtantinople, and brought ſeveri 
Egyptian biſhops with him. Thoſe of Aſia alſo, 
whom Chryſoſtom had depoſed for the tumults they 
Faiſed at Epheſus, appeared upon this occaſion 2 
Conſtantinople againſt him. "Theophilus now ar- 
rived ;. but inſtead of taking up his quarters with hi 
brother Chryſoſtom, as was uſual, he had apart- 
ments in the empreſs's palace. Here he called a coun 
eil, and appointed judges ; but Chryſoſtom excepted 
againſt the judges, and refuſed to appear befor 
the council, declaring that he was not accountable 
to ſtrangers for any ſuppoſed miſdemeanor, but on| 
to the biſhops of his own and the neighbouring pro 
vinces, Theophilus nevertheleſs held a ſynod © 2.6 
biſhops, where he ſummoned Chryſoſtom to appear 
to anſwer to many articles of accuſation, which ha 
been there preferred againſt him. But Chryſoſto 
ſent three biſhops and two prieſts to acquaint The 
ophilus and his ſynod, that he was very ready tt 
ſubmit himſelf to the judgment of thoſe who ſhou! 
be regularly aſſembled, and have a legal right t 
Judge him, yet he abſolutely refuſed to be Jude 
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him and his ſynod. This refuſal he perſiſted in 
times; upon which they depoſed him. 


This came to paſs about the beginning of the. 
ar 403. The news of Chryſoſtom's depoſition: 
zs no ſooner ſpread about Conſtantinople, than all 
ecity was in an uproar The emperor had order- 
him to be baniſhed. The people were deter- 
ined to keep him from it by foree. In three days 
wever, to prevent any farther diſturbance, he ſur- 
dered himſelf to thoſe who had orders to ſeize 

; and was conducted by them to a ſmall town 
Bithynia, which was appointed for the place of 
 baniſhment. His departure made the people 
dre outrageous than ever. They prayed the em- 
ror that he might be recalled ; they even threat-- 
ed him: and Eudoxia was ſo frightened with the 


diately recalled, and now all his troubles ſeemed 


part- 
5 Y be at an end: but, alas! new troubles were com- 
epte on, new. ſtorms , were riſing againſt him. The 


tatue near the church; and the people, to do ho- 
ur to her, had celebrated the public games before 
This Chryſoſtom thought indecent ; and his. 
lent zeal, far from being extinguithed by his late 
Ctions, urged him to preach againſt thoſe who 


1 
"I re concerned in it. His diſcourſe offended the 
Olten reſs, who ſtill retained her old enmity to him, 
The made her reſolve once more to have him depo- 


from his biſhopric. Some ſay that Chryſoſtony 


dy te | 
* nded her highneſs not a little, as ſoon as he was 
nt riſed of her machinations againſt him, by begin- 
udge gone of his ſermons. with. theſe remarkable 


G3. words: 


ult, that [he herſelf ſolicited for it. He was im- 


preſs about the latter end of this year had erected 


* _ 4d x 


| 
| 
- 
f 
f 
i 
! 


de the unhappy cauſe of a civil war to his countr 


| 
| 
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make any long ſtay, but purſued his journey to C 


Chryſoſtom left Conſtantinople, the great chu 
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<< Behold the furious Herodias inſiſting to have N 
head of John the Baptiſt in a charger.” Be i 
as it will, a ſynod of biſhops was immediately 3 
ſembled, who made very ſhort work of depoſin 
Chryſoſtom.; ſince, as they alledged, he ſtood i 
ready depoſed by virtue of the former ſentence gie 
againſt him; which, they ſaid, had never been n 
verſed, nor himſelf re-eftabliſhed in his biſhoprici 
that legal and ordinary manner, which the canon 
required. In conſequence of that judgment then 
fore, the emperor forbid him to enter the curd 
any more, and ordered him to be baniſhed. H 
followers and adherents were now inſulted and per 
fecuted by the foldiery, and ſtigmatized particular 
by the wicked name of Johannites, He had, itis tru 
a ſtrong party among the peaple, who loved and: 
mired him. to the laſt degree: but he choſe rather 
ſpend the remainder of his days in-baniſhment, th: 


and therefore ſurrendered himſelf a ſecond time 
thoſe who were to have the care of him. 

He ſet out on the 2oth of June, in the year 40 
under a guard of foldiers, to Nicca, where he didn 


cuſus, the deſtined place of his baniſhment; 
which he arrived in the month. of September int 
year. It is remarkable, that on the very day t 


was ſet on fire and. burnt, together with: the pal: 
which almoſt adjoined to it, intirely to the groul 
The ſame year there fell hajl-ſtones of an extra 
dinary ſize, that did conſiderable damage to 
town ; which uncommon event was allo followed 


eſs, 


led 
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| > death of the empreſs Eudoxia. All theſe events 

ere confidered by the frienus of Chryſoſtom as ſo 
any judgments from heaven upon the place, to 
ew the diſpleaſure of God upon them for the in- 
rious treatment they had ſhewn to the holy man 
hryſoſtom. 
Cucuſus was a city of Armenia, whoſe ſituation 
as remarkably barren, unpleaſant, wild, and unhoſ- 
table; ſo that Chryſoſtom was obliged to change 
is place of refidence frequently on account of the 
curſions which were made by the barbarous na- 
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ons around it. He did not however neglect the 
d prWMunctions of his office; but ſent forth miniſters to 
cular) reach the goſpel to the Goths and Perſians, and to 
is truWake the care or̃ the churches of Armenia and Phœ- 
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icia, But his enemies, not yet ſatisfied with re- 
enge, did not ſuffer him to remain long even in 
his ſituation, wretehed as it was, but prevailed upon 
ke emperor to have him ſent to Pityus, a moſt de- 
ert region of Pontus, which. is upon the borders of. 
he Euxine fea. But the fatigue of travelling; and 
he hard uſage he met with from the ſoldiers who 
ere conducting him thither, had ſuch an effect on 
im, that he was ſeized with a violent fever, and 
ied-in a few hours. His death was in the year 407, 


ar 40 
> didn 
to C 
ent; 


r in nd was revealed to him (as ſome writers acquaint 
day tl J a little before, in a dream. About thirty years 
- churWiter, his bones were removed to Conſtantinople, 


e palaſW" depoſited. in the temple of the holy apoſtles, 
grouFWith the greateſt pomp and ſolemnity. 
extra He with courage and zeal told Eudoxia the em- 


e to eſs, that, for. her covetouſneſs, ſhe would be 
lowedſWÞ2lzd a ſecond Jezebel; and ſhe thereupon ſent him 
: a tlireat- 


68 CHRYSOSTOM. 


a threatening meſſage; to which he anſwered, 6 
6c. tell. her, I fear nothing but fin.” When the 
empreſs and his enemies had confederated again(t 
him, and procured his baniſhment, he ſaid, ** None 
& of theſe things trouble me. And I ſaid within 
66 myſelf, If the queen will, let her baniſh me; the 
& earth is the Lord's, e the fulneſs thereof, [# 
„ ſhe will, let her ſaw me aſunder; Ifaiah ſuffered 
cc the ſame. If ſhe will, let her caſt me into the 
&« ſea; I will remember Jonah. If ſhe will, let her 
o caſt me into a burning fiery furnace, or among 
&« wild beaſts ; the three children, and Daniel, wer 
ce ſo dealt with. If ſhe will, let her ſtone me, or 
c cut off my head; I have Stephen and John the 
« Baptiſt for my bleſſed companions, If ſhe will, 
<< let her take away all my ſubſtance ; naked came 
I out of my mother” $ womb, and naked ſhall [ 
£ return thither again.“ 


He was ſo beloved, that in a time when he wa 


like to be ſilenced, the people cried out, We had A 
e better want the light of the ſun, than the preach; q, 
„ing of Chryſoſtom.“ * 

Chryſoſtom, which ſignifies a golden mouth, wa be 
fo ſtiled for his graceful eloquence. - 'T heodoreWreh; 
calls him, the moſt eminent light of the world, p. 

The works of this Greek father are very valuablacrec 


and voluminous ;. the beſt edition of which is tha 
publiſhed at Paris, in the year 1718. 


BERNAR 


1 


BERNARD. 


E was born in Burgundy, i in the town of Fon- 
tane. His, father deſcended from an ancient 
ily, and was a brave foldier. But that which 
pt commended him was, that he feared God, and 
ed juſtice. His mother was a woman eminent 
piety, chaſtity, and charity, bringing up her 


laren in the fear of God. She had feven chil- 
n, fix ſons, and'one daughter. Bertiard was her 


rd ſon, whom, from his infancy, (like Hannah, 

reſpect to Samuel) ſhe devoted to the ſervice of 
dd; and therefore brought him not up tenderly 
| delicately, . but inured him to coarſe fare, and 
dſhip; and, as ſoon as he had a capacity, inſtruct- 


came 


hall l 


e Wa 
e had 
each 


es. And finding him to be poſſeſſed of acute 
ready apprehenſion, firm memory, and much 
licted to learning, ſhe ſent him early to ſchool, 

der the tuition of an able ſchoolmaſter. The 
being piouſly addicted, ſtudious, and of a quick 
rehenſion, fully anſwered his mother's expecta- 


Wa 
odoret 


d. WM profiting in learning above his age. He diſ- 
1 uablayered likewiſe a great contempt of all earthly 
s thafWes, and a peculiar ſimplicity in worldly affairs. 


ſhunned company; was much in meditation 
dient to his parents; grateful and courteous to. 

He was very diligent in reading the holy ſerip- 
„ that from thence he might learn to know and 
e God; fo that it cannot be imagined how much 
profited in a ſhort time. 


IR 


him into the true knowledge of the ſacred ſerip- 


Whilſt 
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BERN ARP. FÞ 
ain; ſerved rather to retard death, than'toprolong 
s life: yet all this while he remitted nothing of 
5 ſtudies and labours, inſomuch that he equalled 
e other monks in digging of the ground, cutting 
wn wood, and carrying it home upon his ſhoul- 
rs; and when his ſtrength failed, he buſied him- 
f about meaner ſervices. Whenever he had any 
ermiſſion from labour, he ſpent his time in pray- 
and reading the ſacred ſcriptures. He read al- 
the beſt expoſitors ; yet took far more delight in 
fountain, than in theſe ſtreams, whereby he 


s of peculiar ſervice to him, when afterwards he 
menced a preacher of the goſpel. | 


atioWShortly after Steven ſent forth ſome of theſe per- 

pu to build the monaſtery of Claræval, appoint- 
Bernard to be their abbot. This place was in 

d in territory of the Lingones, not far diſtant from 

ml river Alba: here they lived in penury, hunger, 


„t, cold, watchings and prayer. Bernard un- 
ſtanding that the miniſtry of the word was much 
nting in that country, and burning with fervent 
| for the good of ſouls, reſolved to engage in 
t work ; and made application to the biſhop. of 
d thitalonia, in order to receive ordination, for that 
WWpoſe. When he had converſed awhile with the 
at top, there grew a very ſtrict bond of friendſhip 
een them. After his ordination, he was very 
ver Nuent, and fervent, in preaching the word of 
to Wie wherever he came; whereby he became very 
Jous, 

un fc is humility was loch, that he called himſelf an 


table ſervant ; a dry tree, from whom no 
* 


came very intelligent in the word of God, Which 


EL BERNARD, 
good had come either to himſelf or others. 
died on the 20th day of Auguſt, 1153, and in 
63d year of his age. 


Notwithſtanding Bernard was profeſſedly of th 
Roman Catholic religion, yet he was very far ſn, 
embracing many of the pernicious doctrines oft 
church. He affirmed, that there were but two 
eraments,”' ordained by - Chriſt, in the chriſj 
church: ¶ the church of Rome erroneoully aſl 
there are ſeven.] He denied the doctrine of try 
ſubſtantiation, Aſſerted, That we are juſtified b 
fore God, by the imputation of the righteouſneſs 
Chriſt, and not by our own good deeds or pert 
mances. He denied works of ſupererogation, 1 
the power of man to do the will of God. 
would not have human traditions obſtinately( 
fended, nor ſuperſtitiouſly regarded, in the work 
of God: and complained that popes and bilhs 
were the greateſt perſecutors of the true church 


Chriſt. | 

Bernard, doubtleſs, was confirmed in the abe 
orthodox ſentiments, by means of his unwean 
attention to the holy ſcriptures, - which are inde: 
« a light that ſhineth in a dark place.“ 

And it is devoutly to be wiſhed, that the am: 
ing revolutions which have taken place in a nei 
bouring nation, may ultimately tend to the ſpread 
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the goſpel amongſt the deluded papiſts. AlreagſÞ 52: 
the papal throne trembles at the centre. May di catic 
knowledge, like the diſperſing beams of the ge 
for ever diſſipate all the fogs of popiſh bigotry,! ordin 
latry, and ſuperſtition, Amen, = 
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„ ninent Reformers, Martyrs, &c. 


JOHN WICKLIFF. 


E was the firſt perſon of any note, who in 
England oppoſed the corruptions of the pope 
d his clergy, and who met with any conſiderable 
ceſs in ſo doing. He began this work in the 
gn of king Edward III. A. D. 1371. 
There were indeed before him ſeveral who ſhews 
their diſlike of many things in the eſtabliſhed 
urch, and frequently ſpoke againſt the ſuperſti- 
us clergy ; but theſe were very few, and perſons 
no great character, ſuch as did but little towards 
ning the eyes of the people. But this man hay- 
Alea $90d natural abilities, the benefit of a liberal 
y diy ucation, and ſeveral good friends at court to en- 
he rage and ſupport him, and above all, being ex- 
ry, ordinarily qualified and aſſiſted by God, gave the 
It conſiderable check to the errors and ſuperſtition 
thoſe times, And —_ gh the Reformation was 
not 
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74 JOHN WICKLIFEF. 


not eſtabliſhed till about 187 years after, yet the in 
ſeeds of it were ſown by him ; for which reaſon thy 
beſt hiſtorians of the Reformation i in England, bei 
their account from the days of Wiekliff. 


The famous martyrologiſt Mr. John Fox, begu 
the ſecond part of his hiſtory thus: * Although. 
<« be manifeſt and evident enough, that there wen 
<« divers and ſundry before Wickliff's time, which 
<< have wreſtled and laboured in the ſame cauſe ani 
& quarrel that our countryman W ickliff hath don 
% whom the Holy Ghoſt hath from time to ting 
<« raiſed and ſtirred up- in the church of God, . 
« yanquiſh and overthrow the great errors whid 
4 daily did N and prevail in the world; yet not 
cc withſtanding, for ſo much as they are not man 
* in number, neither yet very famous or notable 
« we will begin the narration of this our hiſto 
„„ with Wickliff, at whoſe time this furious fire 
6c perſecution ſeemed to take its original and begin 
% ning.” 

Biſhop Burnet alſo begins his account of the n 
formation with him, ſaying, From the days Mich 
& Wickliff there were many that diſliked moſt« 
<< the recerved doctrines in ſeveral parts of then 
6“ tion.“ 


We find no mention of him in hiſtory till his be 
ing a graduate in Merton college, Oxford; ſo ti w 
no account can be given of his parentage,” place 
birth, or manner of education. His great abiliti d Er 
ſoon advanced him to a profeſſorſhip in the univ Wh: 
ſity, and a living, in which he had the cure of ſoulnovi 
When he was convinced, by the word of God, Mich 
| | | 
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e idolatry and ſuperſtition of the times, and re- 
lved upon a reformation, theſe two places gave 
m great advantages for promoting his deſign : 
r by the one he was frequently engaged in diſpu- 

tions with the learned; and by the other, in 
eaching to the common people. He conſidered 
ith himſelf, that old cuſtoms and principles, that 
d been long rooted in the minds of the people, 
uld not-preſently, and all at once, be remoyed ; 

d therefore reſolved to proceed gradually in his 
en, finding fault firſt with leſſer things, in order : 
come to the greater. He alſo expoſed the vicious 
es and inſolent behaviour of the clergy ; and eſpe- 
ally their aſſuming the civil power, encroaching 
on the prinee's prerogative, and exacting great 
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„ ms from the people. This procured him the fa- 
gal or of the court, and particularly the duke of Lans 
ge der, (the king's ſon) and the lord Percy, which 


oved a great protection to him afterwards, when 
rſecuted by the bifhops. 

He tranſlated the bible, ſays Burnet, out of La- 
into Engliſh, with a long preface before it, in 
ich he reflected ſeverely on the corruptions of the 
ry, and* condemned the worſhipping of ſaints 
di images ; denied the corporal preſence of Chriſt's 
dy in the ſacrament, and exhorted all people to 
dy the ſcriptures. His bible, with this preface, 
xs well received by a great many, and tended 


eatly to open the eyes of the people, _ Is the 
t Engliſh bible that ever. was. 


What was done by this famous man, t cowinlh 
moving thoſe corruptions in doctrine and worſhip 
ch were then in the Engliſh church, expoſed 
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76 JOHN WICK TLIFEF. 
him to the perſecution of the Romiſn clergy, n 
exerciſed. all the rage and power they durſt agaiy 
dim. 


Firſt, he was deprived of his benefice at Oxfor 
and ſilenced by Simon. Sudbury, archbiſhop of Cu 
terbury. After this he was ſummoned to appe 
before a ſynod, which fat at St. Paul's church, wiecr 
anſwer for his errors before his ordinary, Th 
duke of Lancaſter, and lord Percy, his two tex 


friends, accompanied him. A diſpute ariſing wel 1 
ther Wiekliff ſhould anſwer fitting or ſtanding, Me: 
duke of Lancafter proceeded to threats, and gave Mot. 
biſhop very hard words. The people preſeuſ ere 
thinking the biſhop in danger, ſided with him, Wo! 
that the duke of Lancaſter, and the earl marſh, 
thought it prudent to retire, and to take WicklWf t! 
With them. aint 
However, an account of his errors and proceedWaret 
ings being ſent to pope Gregory, there was quic e Þ 
a bull ſent to Oxford, enjoining the univerſity tir 
clergy to apprehend him; and a letter from the pe r 
to the king, requiring his majeſty to Join with aer tl 
aſſiſt the clergy in proſecuting of him. ere 
This gave freſtencouragement to the ms. W 


having exhibited certain concluſions againſt hingWrom: 
cited him to appear again before a convocation ( 
biſhops at Lambeth, with a full reſolution to co 
demn both him and his errors; but a meſſage ca 
from the . which put a hop to ti procee 
ings. | 

Several other attempts were winds: againſt hin 


but W dem wg not 3 till the duke of „ 
| 0 
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ſter was removed from the king, and then he was 
pndemned at Oxford: yet he died peaceably in his 
d, at his parfonage houſe, at Lutterworth, in the 
xforlunty of Leiceſter, December 31, 1385. But af- 
C the body of this good man had been in the 
appiWave 41 years, his bones were taken up, by the 
cree of the ſynod of Conſtance, publickly burnt, 
d his aſhes thrown into the river near the ſaid 
ſtead Dwn. 
ue He wrote more than a Hundred volumes againſt 


g, Mee antichriſtian doctrines of the church of Rome. 


ve ti otwithitanding theſe, and all his other works, 
ere ſentenced to the flames, by the prelates of 
neland and Bohemia, and by à general council; 
ard all perfons ſriMy forbid to read or conceal any 
hem, under. the penalty of being. proceeded a- 
ainſt, as the maintainers of: hereſy ;- yet many did 
oceedMWarefully preſerve them, maugre all the diligence of 
e popiſh party, ſo+ that they could never utterly 
ty anWtirpate from the church his valuable works; for 
e pode more they laboured by horrible threats, to hin- 
th ufer the knowledge and reading of them; the more 
ere many excited to peruſe them with ardency. 


Wickliff received his firſt knowledge of the truth 


| hinfWrom-one Rainard Lollard, who brought the doc- 
ion Mrine of the Waldenſes into England: hence Wick 


o coin 's diſciples were called Lollards. Many noble 


e canWerſonages were excited, in conſequence of his a- 


md defend him. And by his means the pope loſt 
hin England his power of ordaining biſhops, the tently 
* LaſſF' benefices, and Peter-pence, 


azing eloquence and profound learning, to favour” 
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JOHN HUSS. 


| E was born at a little town, called Huſlinet, 

about 18 miles from Prague, in Bohemiz, 
of mean but godly parents, who carefully trained 
him up in religion and learning ; and having profi- 
ed much at ſchool, he went to the univerſity 
Prague. Whilſt he was a ſtudent there, he me 
With our Wickliff's books; upon. the reading d 
which he was convinced of the hereſies of the Ro 
miſh church, and with courage and firmnels pre 
teſted againſt them. 

In the year 1393, he commenced-bachelor of arts 
by the full approbation of the whole univerſity ; and 
in 1395, maſter of arts: about which time two god- 
ly noblemen of Prague built the church of Bethl: 
hem; and a few years after Mr. Huſs was choſe 
paſtor thereof, and became an excellent preacher of 
the goſpel. He continued in that exerciſe, with ad nie 


mirable zeal, diligence and faithfulneſs, about t. do 
fpace of twelve years, adorning his doctrine with at by 
exemplary and blameleſs life. | duld 

A ſhort time after, he was ſummoned to appe pere 


before the council of Conſtance. Upon his arrival 
in that city, he was ſolicited. to give an account > 
his doctrine before ſome of the cardinals ; but | 
told them that he came to do it before the whole 
council; yet if they infiſted upon his doing it befoꝶ 
them, he doubted not but Chriſt would ſtrengthe 
him to chuſe death, rather than to deny the truth 
which he had learned from the holy ſcriptures, At 
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examination, they committed him to a. filthy 
ſon, where he fell fick. In the mean time his 
verſaries exhibited many falſe accuſations againſt 
, and deſired the council that he might be con, 
ned; Mr: Huſs, in conſequence of theſe ma- 
jous proceedings, moved that he might have an 


and. ocate; but even this privilege was denied him, 
oft ring his confinement in priſon, after he had in 
ty ane meaſure regained. his health, he wrote ſeyeral 


ks. From that priſon. he was removed by the 
op of Conſtance, to a caſtle on the other ſide of 
> Rhene, where in. the day-time he was ſo loaded 
th fetters that it was with difficulty he could walk, 

d every night he was faſtened by his hands, to a 
k, againſt the. wall. Many noblemen of Bohe- 
a, being affected with his miſerable ſituation, pe- 
joned for his releaſe, at leaſt upon bail, but that 
is denied. 


Notwithſtanding this petition, they who were ap- 
inted for his judges, in his abſence, heard his e- 
mies, examined witneſſes againſt him, and judged 
doctrine not by the true ſtandard of God's word, 
t by the popiſh. canons. But when the en 
duld have condemned him without hearing, the 
peror interpoſed in his favour, and requeſted that 
ſhould be firſt heard. When he was brought be- 
e them, they made ſuch a confuſed noiſe, railing 
him with ſuch virulence, that he could not ſpeak a 
rd in his own defence. Huſs perceiving. that hg 
s not likely to meet with juſtice there, appealed 
m thence to the pope, and from: him to Chriſt. 
when he ſaw the cruelty of his judges, the malice 
his acculers, the falſhood of his witneffes, and the 
rage 
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His ſacred function and univerſity degrees, and j 


rage of all the council againſt him, who breath 
nothing but fire and faggots, he kneeled down, 2 
eommended his righteous cauſe to the Lord je 
Chriſt, intreating forgiveneſs for his enemies. 


The council then proceeded to paſs the folloin 


fentence upon him, That he ſhould be degra the 

« from the prieſthood, his books publickly bum po 

& and himſelf delivered to the ſecular power.” and 
Mr. Huſs heard this ſentence without the le 


emotion. He kneeled down, with his eyes lift 
towards heaven, and ſaid, with all the ſpirit of pr 
mitive martyrdom, ** May thy infinite'mercy, ( 
© my God, pardon this injuſtice of my enemies 
& Thou knoweſt the injuſtice of their accuſations 
« how deformed with crimes I have been repreſent 
ce ed; how I have been oppreſſed by worthleſs wit 
* neſſes, and an unjuſt condemnation : yet, On 
God, let that mercy of thine, which no tong 
can expreſs, prevail with thee not to avenge n 
& wrongs.”* Theſe excellent ſentences were ſo 
ny expreſſions of treaſon againſt the trade of priel 
craft. "The biſhops appointed by the council ſt 
him of his prieſtly garments, degraded- him frail 


a mitre of paper on his head, on which devils ve m; 
painted, with; this inſcription, in great letters, ice 
« RING-LEADER OF HERETICS.”” Our beroic mi the 
tyr received this mock-mitre, fmiling, and ſaid, laſt 
« was leſs painful than a crown of thorns.” AW 7 
renity, a joy, a compoſure, appeared in his lool — 


which indicated that his ſoul had cut off many (ta 
af tedious journey, in her way to everlaſting peact 
| | | l Wt 


JOHN HU S8. 8 
When he came to the place of execution, he fell 
his knees, ſang portions of pſalms, looked ſtead- 
y towards heaven, and repeated theſe words: 
Into thy hands, O Lord, do I commit my ſpirit ; 
thou haſt redeemed me, O moſt good and faithfyl 
God. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, affiſt and help me, 
that with a firm and patient mind, by thy moſt 
powerful grace, I may undergo this moſt cruel 
and ignominious death, to which I am condemn- 
ed for preaching the truth of thy moſt holy goſ- 
pel..* When the chain was put about him at the 
ike, he faid, with a ſmiling countenance, My 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt was bound with a harder chain 
than this for my ſake; and why ſhould I be aſham- 
ed of this old ruſty one ? When the faggots 
re piled up to his very neck, the duke of Bavaria 
as officious enough to deſire him to ahjure. No, 
days Huſs, I never preached any dectrine of an 
evil tendency ; and what I taught with my lips, 
| now ſeal with my blood.” He ſaid to the exe- 
tioner, <* Are you going to burn a gooſe ? In one 
century, you will have a fivan you can neither 
roaſt nor boil.” If he was prophetic, he muſt 
Wave meant Luther, who had a ſwan for his arms, 
he flames were then applied to the faggots, when 
MW: martyr fang a hymn. with ſo loud and chearful 
voice, that he was heard through all the eracklings 
the combuſtibles, and the noiſe of the multitude. 
t laſt his voice was cut ſhort, after he had utter- 
=, © Jeſus Chriſt, thou Son of the living God, 
bave-mercy upon me; and he was conſumed in 
molt miſerable manner, on the 7th of July, 1715. 


 JEROM, 
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E was born in Bohemia, and very famous { 
courage, comelineſs, virtue, learning, : 
eloquence. Upon hearing that the chriſtian faith v: 
violated, his country ſlandered, and Huſs impriſoned 
he travelled to Conſtance, in the year 1415. N. 
ſooner did he arrive at that place, but he was i 
formed that ſome perſons were waiting to appr 
hend him ; whereupon, the next day he went t 
Iberling, a city of the empire, and a mile from Con 
ſtance. From thence he ſent to Sigiſmund, king d 
Hungary, and his barons, but eſpecially to the cour 
eil, moſt earneſtly requeſting. they would give hin 
a ſafe conduct, freely to come and go, and then h 
would appear in open audience, to anſwer eve 
man who-ſhould ſtand forth to charge him with an 
crime : but this requeſt was denied him, both by th 
king and council : afterwards he wrote ſeveral inti 
mations, and cauſed them to be fixed upon the gate 
of Conſtance, and other public places, but all to n 
effect. Whereupon the Lords of Bohemia gant 
him letters patent, under their ſeals, to teſtify thi 
truth of the premiſes :- with which letters he retur 
ed again towards Bohemia; but by the treache 
and ſubtilty of his enemies, he was apprehended 
and carried back bound to Conſtance; and for 
greater diſgrace, they put a bolt of iron upon hi 
wriſts, with a long iron chain ſuſpended fron 
thence, by which they led him through the city! 
the cloiſter of the Fryer Minors, where all J 
ey” | prie 
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reſts, &e. were aſſembled. - When he came be- 
e them, ſome of the biſhops ſaid to him, Je- 
rom, why didſt thou fly and run away, and not 
appear when thou waſt cited?“ To which he 
plied, ** Becauſe I could get no ſafe conduct, nei- 
ther from you, nor the king; and perceiving that 
[ had many bitter enemies in the council, I would 
not be the author of my own peril: but had I 
known of your citation, aſſuredly, though I had 
been in Bohemia, I would have appeared.” Then 
great rabble of prieſts cried out againſt him, and 
e chancellors of Paris, Cullen and Heidelberg, 
arged him with errors delivered in thoſe univer- 
ies, To which he replied, that what he had 
oken there, he would then juſtify; yet if any 
uld convince him of error therein, he would wil- 
gly be informed. Thereupon ſome cried out, 
Let him be burned.” Then was he delivered 
und to the officers, to be put into priſon. As 
on as he came thither, one of the priſoners called 
on him, ſaying, ** Mr. Jerom, be conſtant, and fear 
SW not to ſutfer death for the truth's fake.” To 
om he anſwered, <* Truly, brother, I do not fear 


. 7 death.” But the priſon- keeper coming to the man, 
= ove him away with ſtrokes. A ſhort, time after, 
che biſhop of Rigen cauſed Jerom to be ſtrongly 


inde und with. chains, both by the hands and neck, 
d committed him to the Tower, where they con- 
ed him to a great block, and put his feet in the 
ks; allowing him nothing but bread and water. 
t in the courſe of eleven days, he fell very ſick ; 
all th they kept him in priſon near a whole year, and 
n ſent for him, and ſolicited him to recant, and 

N to 
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to ſubſcribe that John Huſs was juſtly put to desi 
which alſo he did, partly for fear of death, aul 
Partly from a hope that he might thereby eſa 
from their hands. Then they remanded him bx 
again to prifon, and kept him guarded with ſoldiers 
though he was not fo ſeverely chained as before 
Soon after they ſent to examine him again, but hy 
refuſed to anſwer his aceuſers in private, and re. 
queſted to be brought before the council: Here 
upon, they ſuppoſing that he would openly confirm 
his former recantation, ſent for him thither, on th 
25th of May, 1416, and ſuborned falſe witneſſes U 
accuſe him; but he ſo ably cleared himſelf, and re 
futed his adverfaries, that they were aſtoniſhed 
his oration, and with the utmoſt ſhame were put tt 
filence. He boldly affirmed, that all ſuch article 
as Wickliff and Huſs had written. againſt the enor 
mities and diſorder of the prelates, he would firm 
hold and defend, even unto death: and that allt 
fins he had ever committed did not ſo much diſtrel 
or trouble his mind, as that moſt peſtiferous a 
of his, in recanting what he had juſtly ſpoken, ani 
in conſenting to the wicked condemnation of Huls 
and that he repented with his whole heart that ee 
he did it. 

This reply ſo enraged the council, that they in 
mediately proceeded to condemn him; whereupe 
he ſaid, I, after my death, will leave a remoriggant 
in your conſciences, and a nail in your hearts. 
<< here cite you all to anſwer to me before the mc 
& high and juſt Judge, within a hundred years.” 

Being reſolved to ſeal his doctrine with his bio 
he ſuffered death with all the magnanimity of Hu 
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e embraced the ſtake, to which he was faſtened 
ich the peculiar malice of wet cords. When the 
ecutioner went behind him to ſet fire to the pile, 
Come here, ſaid the martyr, and kindle it before 
my eyes; for if I dreaded ſuch a fight, I ſhould 
never have come to this place, when I had a free 
opportunity to eſcape.” The fire was kindled, 
d he then ſung a hymn, which was ſoon finiſhed 
the incircling flames. 


He cried out ſeveral times, Into thy hands, Ol 
Lord, I commend my ſpirit.” His laſt words 
ich could be heard, were, O Lord God, the 
Father Almighty, have mercy upon me, and for- 
give all my fins. Thou knoweſt with what ſin- 
cerity J have loved thy truth.” He appeared to 
dure much by the fire for the ſpace of a quarter of 
hour, all the while ſeeming, by the motion of his 
ps, to pray within himſelf. After he was dead, 
s bed, cloaths, and the other things he had with 
m in priſon, were thrown into the fire and con- 
med with him. | 


We cannot conclude this account of Jerom, with- 
t inſerting at large the moſt honourable teſtimony 
en of him by Poggius of Florence, an adverſary, 
d the ſecretary of two popes; and conſequently 


ey in t a more favourable teſtimony than truth itſelf 
reupompelled. It is cqpied from Gilpin's valuable and 
-emoriWgant hiſtory of Jerom. | 
arts. 


_ Letter from Poggius of Florence to Leonard Aretin. 


ars.“ In the midſt of a ſhort excurſion into the coun- 
s blo | wrote to our common friend; from whom, I 
of Huliubt not, you have had an account of me. 

| | | © Since 
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Since my return to Conſtance, my attenta 
hath been wholly engaged by Jerom, the Bohemix 
heretic, as he is called. Theeloquence, and leam 
ing which this perſon hath employed in his own dt 
fence are ſo extraordinary, that I cannot forhey 
giving you a ſhort account of him. 


To confeſs the truth, I never knew the art d 
fpeaking carried ſo near the model of ancient el 
quence. It was indeed amazing to hear with why 
force of expreſſion, with what fluency of langua: 
and with what excellent reaſoning he anſwered hi 
adverſaries; nor was I leſs ftruck with the gracefil 
neſs of his manner; the dignity of his action; an 
the firmnefs and conſtancy of his whole behaviour 
It grieved me to think fo great a man was labour 
under ſo atrocious an accuſation. Whether th 
accufation be a juſt one, God knows: For myſe 
I enquire not into the merits of it; reſting ſatisfi 
with the deciſion of my ſuperiors. —But J will ju 
give you a ſummary of his trial. 


After many articles had been proved agail 
him, leave was at length given him to anſwer ec 
in its order. But Jerom long refuſed, trenuoul 
contending, that he had many things to ſay prer 
ouſly in his defence; and that he ought firſt to 
heard in general, before he deſcended to particuli 
When this was over-ruled, ** Here, ſaid he, ſtand 
« ing in the midſt of the aſſembly, here is juſiqq g. 
ce here is equity. Beſet by my enemies, I am... 
ce ready pronounced a heretic: I am condemn. n 
«© before I am examined. Were you gods om pec 
ce ſcient, inſtead of an aſſembly of fallible men, euti 


could not act with more ſufficiency;—Error 4 
| | > 66 


JE RO M, of PRAGVUE. 87 
lot of mortals; and you, exalted as you are, are 
ſubject to it. But conſider, that the higher you 
are — of the more dangerous conſequence 
are your errors. —As for me, I know I am 4 
wretch below your notice: But at leaſt conſider, 
that an unjuſt action, in ſuch an aſſembly, will be 
of dangerous example.” 

« This and much more, he ſpoke with great ele- 
ance of language, in the midſt of a very unruly and 
decent aſſembly: And thus far at leaſt he pre- 
ailed ; the council ordered, that he ſhould firſt an- 
ver objeQions ; and promiſed that he ſhould then 
ave liberty to fpeak. . Accordingly, all the articles 
Iledged againſt him were publicly read; and then 
roved ; after which he was aſked, whethus he had 
ght to object? It is incredible with what acute- 
eſs he anſwered; and with what amazing dexte- 
ty he warded off every ſtroke of his adverſaries. 
lothing eſcaped him: His whole behaviour was 
uly great and pious, If he were indeed the man 
's defence.ſpoke him, he was ſo far from meriting 
eath, that, in my judgment, he was not in any de- 
ree culpable. In a word, he endeavoured to prove, 
at the greater part of the charge was purely the in- 
ention of his adverſaries.— Among other things, 
eing accuſed of hating and defaming the holy ſee, 
ie pope, the cardinals, the prelates, and the whole 
Itate of the clergy, he ſtretched out his hands, and 
id, in a moſt moving accent, „On which fide, 
reverend fathers, ſhall I turn me for redrefs ?, 
whom ſhall I implore ? whoſe aſſiſtanee can I ex: 
pect? which of you hath not this malicious charge 
entirely alienated from me? which of you hath 
bs” «it 
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it not changed from a judge into an inveterate en ire. 
** my?—Tt was artfully alledged indeed! Tho 
** other parts of their charge were of leſs momen, Wi 
* my accuſers might well imagine, that if this ven e of 
<< faſtened on me, it could not fail of di wing up 2 
** me the united indignation of my judges.” e 20 


On the third day of this memorable trial, uu 
had paſſed was recapitulated : When-Jerom having 
obtained leave, though with ſome difficulty, to ſpeat, i 
began his oration with a prayer to God; whoſe d „ 
vine aſſiſtance he pathetically implored. He the 
obſerved, that many excellent men, in the annals 
Hiſtory, had been oppreſſed by falſe witneſſes, and 
condemned by unjuſt judges. Beginning with pro- 
fane hiſtory, he inſtanced the death of Socrates, th 
captivity. of Plato, the baniſhment of Anaxagora D 
and the unjuſt ſufferings of many others: He then © | 
inſtanced the many worthies of the Old Teſtament, trac 
an the ſame circumſtances, Moſes, Joſeph, Danie, thi 
and almoſt all the prophets; and laſtly thoſe of tree 
New, John the Baptiſt, St. Stephen, and others, 
who were condemned as ſeditious, profane, or im- 
moral men. An unjuſt judgment, he ſaid, proceed-Bjuſ 
ing from a layic was bad; from a prieſt, worſe; (tilt 
worſe from a college of prieſts ; and from a generaMWart; 
council, ſuperlatively bad.— Theſe things he ſpokeWhali 
with ſuch force and emphaſis, as kept every one jur 
attention awake. | | | 


* On one point he dwelt largely. As the merits me 
of the cauſe. reſted entirely upon the credit of vit 8 
neſſes, he took great pains to ſhew, that very lite dis 
was due to thoſe produced againſt him. He hay & 
many ohjections to them, particularly their mY thc 
N a ade 
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tred to him; the ſources of which he fo palpably 


> ene, 
014d open, that he made a ſtrong impreſſion upon the 
men inds of his hearers ; and not a little ſhook the cre- 


went of the witnefles. The whole council was mov- 
upo . and greatly inc.ined to pity, if not to favour him. 
e added, that he came uncompelled to the coun- 
; and that neither his life nor doctrine had been 
b, as gave him the leaſt reaſon to dread an ap- 
arance before them. Difference of opinion, he 
id, in matters of faith had ever ariſen among learn- 
men; and was always eſteemed productive of 
th, rather than of error, where bigotry was laid 
ide. Such, he faid, was the difference between 
uſtin and Jerom: And though their opinions 
re not only different, but contradictory, yet the 
iputation of hereſy. was never fixed: on either. 


Every one expected, that he would now either” 
tract his errors, or at leaſt apologiſe for them: But 
thing of the kind was heard from him: He de- 
ared plainly,. that he had nothing to retract. He 
unched out into an high encomium of Huſs; call- 
g him a holy man; and lamenting his cruel and 
juſt death. He had armed himſelt, he ſaid, with 
full reſolution to follow the ſteps of that bleſſed 
artyr; and to ſuffer with conſtancy whatever the 
alice of his enemies could inflict. The per- 
jured witneſſes (ſaid he) who have appeared a- 
gainſt me, have won their cauſe: But let them re · 
geri member, tliey have their evidence once more to- 
wit. give before a tribunal, where falſhood ean be no 
little diſguiſe.” 


e had © It was impoſſible to hear this pathetic feaker- 
owedBiithout emotion. Every ear was captivated ; and 
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every heart touched.—But wiſhes in his favour we 
vain. Hethrew himſelf beyond a poſſibility of mes 
Cy. Braving death, he even provoked the yy, 
geance which was hanging over him. If thy 
holy martyr (ſaid he, ſpeaking of Huſs) uſed tie 
*« clergy with diſreſpect, his cenſures were not leye 
* led at them as prieſts, but as wicked men. He {ay 
* with indignation thoſe revenues, which had bes 
<< deſigned tor charitable ends, expended upon page 
* antry and riot.“ 


% Through this whole oration he ſhewed a mol 
amazing ſtrength of memory. He had been con 
fined almoſt a year in a dungeon: The ſeverity d 
which uſage he complained of, but in the languag 
of a great and good man. In this horrid place, he 
was deprived of books and paper. Yet notwith 
ſtanding this, and the conſtant anxiety which mul 
have hung over him, he was at no more loſs for pro 
per authorities and quotations, than if he had {pe 
the intermediate time at leiſure in his ſtudy, 


« His voice was ſweet, diſtinct, and full: His ac 
tion every way the moſt proper, either to expres in 
dignation, or to raiſe pity.; though he made no at 
ſected application to the paſſions of his audience 
Firm and intrepid he ſtood before the council; col 
lected in himſelf; and not only contemning, bu 


ſeeming even deſirous of death. The greateſt che 0 
racter in ancient ſtory could not poſſibly go beyond C 
him. If there is any juſtice in hiſtory, this man wie. . 
be acmired by all poſterity.— ! ſpeak not of I: - 
errors: Let theſe reſt with him. What I admin ry d : 
was his learning, his eloquence, and amazing acutg. tl 


neſs. God knows whether theſe things were ut 
he ground-work of his ruin. 


wer 
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« Two days were allowed him for reflection; du- 
ng which time many perſons of conſequence, and 
articularly my lord cardinal of Florence, endea- 
ured to bring him to a better mind. But perſiſt- 
ag obſtinately in * errors, he was condemned as a 
retic. 
« With a Ag countenance, and more than 
ical conſtancy, he met his fate; fearing neither 
ath itſelf, nor the horrible form in which it ap- 
ared, When he came to the place, he pulled off 
is upper garment, and made a ſhort prayer at the 
zke; to which he was ſoon after bound with wet 
rrds, and an iron chain; and encloſed as high as 
is breaſt with faggots. | 
« Obſerving the executioner about to ſet fire to 
e wood behind his back, he cried out, Bring 
thy torch hither. Perform thy office before my 
face, Had I feared death, I might have avoided 
1 . . * 
As the wood began t6 blaze, he ſang an hymn, 
ich the violence of the flame ſcarce interrupted. - 
Thus died this prodigious man. The epithet 
not extravagant. I was myſelf an eye-witneſs of 
$ whole behaviour. Whatever his life may have 
en, his death, without doubt, is a leſſon of philo- 
phy. Fitewe); my dear en“ 

Conflance, May 20th. 


duch was the teſtimony borne to an adverſary by 
s ingenuous papiſt: But his letter is dated on the 
ry day on which Jerom ſuffered, and came warm 
9 the Writer's heart. 
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OLDCASTLE, Lord Conran, 


8 John Oldcaſtle was born in the reign 
Edward III. and deſcended from an ancient aul 
honourable family. He obtained his peerage by 
marrying the heireſs of that Lord Cobham, wh 
with ſo much virtue and patriotiſm oppoſed the i 
ranny of Richard II. He was much eſteemed hy 
Henry IV. but that which made him truly noble 
was, that God was pleaſcd in thoſe dark times tore 
veal the truths of the goſpel. of Jeſus Chriſt to hit 
of which he became a zealous profeſſor, and a vali 
ant defender, eſpecially of the godly miniſters wh 
were Wickliff's diſciples, whom he protected again 
the rage of the perſecuting clergy, who bore th 


. , blem 

, greateſt ſway in. thoſe popiſly times. * 
Theſe things drew upon him the reſentment Mou t 

the clergy in general, and made him more obnoxioor tl 
to that body of men than any other perſon at th raiſe 
time in England. Therefore they concluded, iy et 
without any farther delay a proceſs ſhould be com g re: 
menced againſt him, as a moſt pernicious hereii the 
But ſome who were not ſo violent as the reſt, adyiſ hope a 
that the matter ſhould not be handled ſo rathlyMor fer 
and ſeeing that Lord Cobham was a great man, ale ore 
of a family of diſtinction, and much in favour wilffdrerſa 
the king at that time, they ſhould therefore acquaih the } 
the king with this buſineſs, and endeavour to pris . 
eure his approbation. and conſent before they ſur.q th. 
moned him, | ur fro: 
This advice was approved of; and therefore Aru he arc 
del, archbp. of Canterbury, with his other bilhogWately 


dire: 
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ectly applied to the king, and laid before his ma- 
ty very grievous complaints againſt Lord Cob- 
m. The king patiently heard theſe blood-thirſty 
lates, (for in thoſe dark days they kept the king 
Wave) yet he immediately deſired, that on account 
Lord Cobham's nobility and family they would 
al mildly and favourably with him, and endeavour 
her to recover him by perſuaſion than with rigor, 
d he alſo told them, that if they would have a 
e patience, he would ſeriouſly ditcourſe with him 
put thoſe matters. 


hey being for that time pacified, the king ſent 
Lord Cobham, and adviſed him to be an obe- 
nt child, to ſubmit to the church, and acknow- 
ge himſelf culpable. To whom this chriſtian 
bleman anſwered : „ You, moſt worthy prince, 
am always willing to obey, foraſmuch as I know 
ou to be the miniſter of God, bearing the ſword: 
or the puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the 
raiſe of them that do well: unto you, next to. 
ny eternal God, I owe my whole obedience, be- 


the Lord command me: but as touching the 
ope and his ſpirituality, I owe them neither ſtate 
or ſervice, knowing him by the ſcriptures to be 
e great antichriſt, the ſon of perdition, the open 


the holy place.” 


his anſwer of Lord Cobham ſo exceedingly ait. 

ed the king, that he withdrew every mark of 

ur from him. 

he archbiſhop becoming now triumphant, im- 

ately cited Lord Cobfram to appear before him. 
The 


ng ready at all times to do whatſoever you ſhall 


lyerfary of God, and the abomination * | 


| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
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The grandeur and dignity of his manner, and 
vehemence with which he ſpoke before the cou 
threw the whole aſſembly into confuſion. Tj 
archbiſhop, however, attempted an aukward aol 
gy for the treatment of him, and then turning ſu 
denly to him, aſked him what he thought of they 
per that had been ſent to him the day before?! 
particularly what was his opinion of the firſt artice 
with regard to the holy ſacrament ? 


With regard to the holy ſacrament, replied 
my faith is, that Chriſt fitting with his diſcipls 
the night before he ſuffered, took bread, and bl: 
& ſing it, brake it, and gave it. to them, ſayin 
„ Take, eat, this is my body, which was givenk 
« you: do this in remembrance of me.—This 
e my faith, Sir, with regard to the holy ſacrame 
J am taught this faith by Matthew, Mark, Luk 
* and Paul.” | 


He was then aſked if he believed in the detem 
nation of the holy church? He anſwered, * It 
©« not, I believe the ſcriptures, and all that 
« founded upon them; but in. your idle determi! 
<« tions I have no belief. To be ſhort with you 
% cannot conſider the church of Rome as any p 
& of the chriſtian church. Its endeavour is to0 
& poſe the purity of the goſpel, and to ſet up in 

& room I know not what abſurd conſtitutions of 
« own.” 


This free declaration cauſed the whole afſemb) 
be in great diſorder. Every one exclaimed ap 

the audacious heretic. Among others, the prio 
the Carmelites, lifting up his eyes to heaven, © 


d t 
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„What deſperate wretches are theſe ener 
of Wickliff! * 
© Before God and man, anſwered Lord Cobham! 

here profeſs, that before I knew Wickliff, I ne- 
ver abſtained from fin ; but after I was acquaint- 

d with that good man, I faw my errors, and 1 
hope reformed them.“ | 


The very great ſpirit and reſolution with which 
rd Cobham behaved on this occaſion, together 
th the quickneſs and pertinence of his anſwers, 
r. Fox tells us, ſo amazed his adverſaries, that 
y had nothing to reply. The archbiſhop was 
nt, The whole court was at a ſtand. 


He was again aſked, Whether he thought con- 
Ron to a prieſt of abſolute neceſſity ? He ſaid, 
thought it might be in many caſes ufeful to aſk 
opinion of a prieſt, if he was a learned and pious 
in; but he thought it by n no means nen to 
vation. | 


He was then queſtioned about the pope's right to 
Peter's Thair,— He that followeth Peter the 
nigheft in good living, he replied, is next him in 
ſucceſſion. You talk of Peter, but I ſee none of 
you that followeth his lowly manners, nor indeed 
the manners of his ſucceſſors, till the time of Syl- 
veſter.“ 


But what do you affirm of the pope ?— ** That 
he and you together, replied Lord Cobham, make 
whole the great Antichriſt. He is the head, you 
ditops and prieſts are the body, and the begging 

ars are the tail, that covers the tilthineſs of you 
both with lies and ſophiſtry.“ | 


He 
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He was afterwards aſked, What he thought | 
the worſhip of images and holy relicks ?—« [ 
„ them, ſaid he, no manner of regard. Ts it not 


« wonderful thing that theſe ſaints, ſo diſintere1,8"* 
upon earth, ſhould after death become ſuddem "+ 
e ſocovetous? It would indeed be wonderful, i 
© not the pleaſurable lives of prieſts account for it If 
Having thus anſwered the four articles, the arch - 
biſhop ſaid, 4 The day is wearing apace : we my , 
„ come to ſome concluſion. Take your choice * 
& this alternative: Submit obediently to the ord; 2 
of the church, or endure the conſequence,” 
« My faith is fixed, anſwered Lord Cobham, H. 
& with me what you pleaſe,” The archbiſhop ti gec 


ſtanding up, propounced aloud the ſentence of con 
demnation. | 


Lord Cobham, with great chearfulneſs, ſubjoi 
ed, © You may condemn my body: My ſoul, 
am well aſſured, you can do no more harm. 
than Satan did to Job's ſoul. He that created 
« will of his infinite mercy ſave it, I doubt not 
« And as for the Confeſſion of my Faith, I » 
ce ſtand to it, even to the very death, by the gn 
of my eternal God: And then turning to f 
« people, he ſaid with a loud voice: For God's: onde: 
ebe well aware of theſe men, otherwiſe they 
4 beguile you, and lead you blindfold into ete 
« deſtruction with themſelves. Having ſaid ti 
che fell on his knees, and prayed for his enemie etic 
« ſaying, Lord God eternal, T beſeech thee of thine ii 
« nite mercy to forgive my perſecutors, if it be thy bi 
« will!” He was then ſent back to the har 

; | a 
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OLD CASTLE, Lord Corman. 
Some months had now elapſed ſince Lord Cob- 
am had been condemned: nor did the archbithop 
4 his clergy ſeem to have come to any reſolution, 
hey thought it imprudent yet to proceed to extre- 
ities Out of this perplexity their priſoner him- 
If extricated them. By unknown means, he eſ- 
pped out of the Tower; and taking the advantage 
a dark night, evaded purſuit, and arrived ſafe in 
ales; where, under the protection of ſome of the 
iefs of that country, he ſecured himſelf againſt his- 
emies, and was there four years. 


His enemies, after many fruitleſs attempts, en- 
ged the lord Powis in their intereſt, a very power- 
| perſon in thoſe parts, and in whoſe lands the 
ord Cobham was ſuppoſed to lie concealed. In 
e midſt of his ſuppoſed ſecurity he was taken, car- 
d to London in triumph, and put into the hands 
the archbiſhop of Canterbury. The ſuperiority 
hich the clergy had now obtained, both in the 
lament and in the cabinet, ſoon convinced him 
at no mercy was to be ſhewn to him by them: 
nd being brought before the Houſe of Lords, and 
dt declining from his former profeſſion, he was 
ndemned, With every inſtauce of barbarous in- 
it, which enraged ſuperſtition could invent, he 
vs dragged to execution. St. Giles's-Fields was 
e place appointed; where, both as a traitor and a 
etic, he was hung up in chains upon a gallows, 
d fire being put under him, was burnt to death. 
hus this godly, zealous, and courageous champi- 
of Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered martyrdom, in the year 
our Lord 1417. . 


93 OLDCASTLE, Lord Copnan, 


This courageous nobleman, who was qualified t 
be an ornament to his country, fell a ſacrifice tothe 
unfeeling rage and barbarous ſuperſtition of the pz. 
piſts. He was in great favour with his prince 
Henry V. till the clergy ſuggeſted to the king, tha 
this Lord Oldcaſtle, and other Wicklivites, to the 
number of twenty thouſand, were aſſembled in: 
hoſtile manner, and threatened to murder the king, 
and all that ſhould oppoſe them. Wherefore th: 
king went at midnight, with what men he coul 
readily muſter, and attacked a ſmall aſſembly cfx 
bout eighty, with a godly miniſter : twenty wer: 
killed, and ſixty taken. They were aſſembled i 
St. Giles's-Fields, to hear the goſpel preachel i 
thoſe times of perſecution, ſeeing they had not | 
berty to do it at a proper time and place. Thirty 
ſeven were condemned, and ſome of them wer 
hanged and burnt. 

Lord Cobham was a nobleman of uncommon 
bilities and very extenſive talents ; well qualified e 
ther for the cabinet or the field. In converſatid 
he was remarkable for his ready wit. His acquire 
ments were very great. No ſpecies of learning 
that time in eſteem had eſcaped his attention. H 
deſire of knowledge firft brought him acquaint 
with the opinions of Wicklif. We are told rt tl 
the novelty of them engaged his curioſity, and th 
he examined them as a' philoſopher,” and in t 
courſe of his eæammation became a proteftant. 

We may conſider Lord Cobham as having 
principal hand in propagating and eftabliſhing t 
evangelical doctrines bf E againſt the errc 
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LUTHER. 


HE conduct of the dignified clergy through- 
out all Europe had long given ſcandal to the 
orld. The biſhops were groſsly ignorant: They 
dom reſided in their dioceſes, except to riot at 


0 the 

n eh feſtivals: And all the effect their reſidence 
king ould have, was to corrupt others by their ill ex- 
e ple. Nay, ſome of them could not ſo much as 


rite ; but employed ſome perſon, or chaplain who 
ad tained that accompliſhment, to ſubſcribe their 

ames for them. They followed the courts of 
rinces, and aſpired to the greateſt offices. The 
bats and monks were wholly. given up to luxury 
d idleneſs; and it appeared, by the unmarried 
ate both of the ſeculars and regulars, that the re- 
raining them from having wives of their own, 
ade them conclude they had a right to all other 
en's. The inferior clergy were no better; and, 

ot having places of retreat to conceal their vices in, 
the monks had, they became more public. In 
Im; all ranks of churchmen were fo univerſally 


quire 
+» Mirpiſed and hated, that the world was very apt to 
poſſeſſed with prejudice againft their doctrines, 


r the fake: of the men whoſe intereſt it was to ſup- 
ort them : And the worſhip of God was ſo defiled 
th groſs ſuperſtition, that, without great enquiries, 
men were eaſily convinced, that the church ſtood 
| great need of a reformation. This was much 
creaſed when the books of the fathers began to be 
ad, in which the difference between the former 
Ic later ages of the church very evidently appeared. 
K 2 They 
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They found, that a blind ſuperſtition came fir! 
the room of true piety ; and when; by its mean, 
the wealth and intereſt of the.clergy were highly ad. 
vanced, the popes had upon that eſtabliſhed their 
tyranny; under which, not only the meaner people, 
but even the erowned heads, had long groaned.— 
All theſe things concurred to make way for the A. 
vancement of the Reformation. us 


Wickliff, Huſs, Jerom of Prague, and others, 
had laid the ſeeds of the Reformation, which Luther 
nouriſhed with great warmth. The ſcandalous ex. 
tolling of indulgences gave the firſt occaſion to al 
the contradiction that followed between Luther and 
the church of Rome; in which, if the corruption 
and cruelty of the clergy had not been fo viſible aui 
ſcandalous, ſo ſmall a matter could not have produ · ¶ ou 
ced ſuch a revolution: But any criſis will put ill hu · Cu 
mours into a ferment, 


He was born at Iſleben, a town in the county « 
Mansfield, in the circle of Upper Saxony, on th 
10th of November, 148 3, at q o'clock at night, be. 
ing St. Martin's eve, which made his parents nam 
him Martin. 


It is moſt evident, that this great man was rail And 
up by the ſpecial providence of God to oppoſe tha 
dreadful errors of popery, at a time when the greaW;,;- 
eſt part of Chriſtendom was over-run with them. rue 


The day before his death he dined and ſuppeſſſe u 
with his friends, diſcourſing with them of diver God 
matters; and, among other things, gave his op por 
nion, that in heaven we ſhall know one anoti"WMneith 


pram Adam knew Eve at firſt fight, &c. Ate ley t 


ſuppt 


ſt in 


Uls, 


pper, the pain in his breaſt increaſing, he went a- 
de and prayed, and then went to bed and ſlept. But 


' ad- bout midnight, being awakened with the pain, and 
heir erceiving that his life was near an end, he ſaid, — 
le, I pray God to preſerve the doctrine of his goſpel 
d- :mong us; for the Pope and the Council of Trent 


A.- 
us prayed :—** O heavenly. Father, my gracious 
God, and Father of our Lord Jeſys Chriſt, thow 


hers, 
God of all conſolation, I give thee hearty thanks, 


1thek 
dex 
to all 
r and 
tions 
e and 
odu- 
| hus 


Chriſt, whom I believe, whom-I profeſs, whom 


the rout of the wicked perſecute and diſhonour. 
| beſeech thee, Lord Jeſus Chriſt, receive my 
ſoul, O my heavenly Father, though I be take 
out of this life, and muſt lay down this frail bo- 
dy; yet I certainly know, that I ſhall live with 


iy 0 
n dhe 
t, bes 
nam 


Ichy hands. God ſe loved the world; &c, Lord, 
render up my ſpirit into thy hands, and come. 
to thee. Lord, into thy hands I commend my 
ſpirit : Thou, O God. of truth, haſt redeemed: 
me.“ | 

And then, as one falling aſleep, and without any 
lily pain (as far as appeared) he departed this life; 
bruary 18, A. D. 1546. 


The following was his laſt will, concerning his 


railec 
ſe the 
great 
em. 


ſuppeſhſe wich child and his young ſon :—* O Lord 
dive! God, I thank thee that thou wouldſt have me live 
s opiſſ poor and indigent perſon upon earth. I have 
oth hneither houſe, nor land, nor poſſeſſion, nor mo- 


Afte 


(ey to leave. Thou, Lord, haſt given me wife 
ſuppl - 
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have grievous things in hand.“ After which, he 


that thou haſt revealed to me thy Son Jeſus 


[ love, whom I glorify, and whom the Pope and 


thee eternally, and that I cannot be taken out of 


. — — — LL — 
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*-and children; them, O Lord, I give back to thee: 
«« Nouriſh, inſtruct, and keep them, O thou Father 
« of orphans and Judge of the widow. As thy 


** haſt done to me, ſo do to them.” 


When he was near death, Juſtus, Jonas and Cx. 
Jius ſaid to him,—** Reverend Father, Do you di 
«* in the conſtant profeſſion of that doctrine of Chri 
« which you have hitherto preached ?” To which 
which was the laſt word he 


he anſwered, © Yes ;”* 


| uttered, 


He uſed to ſay, That three things make a 
« vine; meditation, prayer, and temptation ; an 
that three things were to be done by a miniſter 
e the goſpel ; 1ſt, To read the bible over and over 


« 2dly, To pray earneſtly ; ' gdly, Always to be 


« learner.” He ſaid, “they were the beſt preach 
ers, who ſpake as to babes in Chriſt, in an 0 


* dinary ſtrain, popularly, and moſt plainly.” 


He declared, That in the cauſe of God, hev 
& content to undergo: the hatred and violence of i 
& whole world.” 


When he was ſent for by the emperor, Charles 
who promiſed him ſafe conduct, many of his friend 
would have diſſuaded him from going, on accou 
of the extreme danger thereof; as it was to a pub 
diſpute with his Popiſh Adeerfarier: He anſwer 
« That theſe diſcouragements were caſt in his v 
by Satan, who knew that by his profeſſion of ! 
© truth in fo illuſtrious a place, his kingdom wo 
« be ſhaken; and therefore (faid ne) if 1 knewt 
« there were as many devils in worms as tiles on 


* * houſes, yet would. as &e. His i 
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elancthon, knowing the rage of the Papiſts, was 
uch troubled, and gave himſelf wholly up to grief, 
hs, and tears. Whereupon Luther wrote to him 
us :—* In private conflicts, I am weak and. you 
are ſtrong z but in public conflicts, you are found 
weak and I ſtrong, I am aſſured that our cauſe 
is juſt and true: If we fall, Chriſt, the Lord and 
Rater of all the world, falleth with us. And ſup- 


poſe he fall; I had rather fall with. Chriſt than. 


ſand with Cæſar. I extremely diſlike your ex- 
ceſſive cares, with which you ſay. you. are almoſt 
conſumed :—That theſe reign. ſo- much in your. 
heart is not from the greatneſs of the danger, but 
the greatneſs of your incredulity. 
bad, let us revoke it, and fly back; if it be good, 

why do we make God a liar, who liath made us. 
ſo great promiſes * Ca/# thy care upon the Lord, 
xe. Be of good comfort,” I have overcome the world! 
If Chriſt be the Conqueror of the world, why 
ſnould we fear it as if it would: overcome us? 


One faith of him, “That Luther, a poor friar, 


ſhould be able to. ſtand againſt. the Pope, was a 
great miracle ; that he ſhould prevail againſt. the 
Pope, was a.greater ; and that after all, he ſhould” 


die in peace, having ſo many enemies, was the 
greateſt of all.“ He would by no means endure 
y (ſhould be called after his name; “ For (faid 


he) the doctrine which.I teach is none of mine; 
neither did I die for any man ; neither would Paul 
(1 Cor. iii. 4+ &c.) endure fuch a thing. Beſides, 
ve are all Chriſtians, and-profeſs the doctrine of 
ori 
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ZUINGLIUS. 


LRICUS ZUINGLIUS, the famous g 

mer of Switzerland, was deſcended from go 

Iy parents, and was born on the 1ſt of Janun 
1487, at Wildehauſen. He was ſent to Baſil v 
he was but ten years of age, where he profited i 
much that in all diſputations he had the vidon 
From thence he went to Bern, where he was aug} 
Greek and. Hebrew, under Henry Lupulus. H 


ſtudied philoſophy at Vienna, and divinity at Bail. g 
In 1506 Zuinglius began to preach with ſo gre 


approbation, that he was elected paſtor of Glan 
the chief town of the canton of that name. 


In his miniſtry he ſet himſelf much againſt lion 
fins of the times; and his ſerious preaching oc de 
ſioned him. to be * to the Hermitage, a pla 
remarkable for. pilgrimages to the Virgin Mary, u 
which place many came from other countries; an 
he was inclined: to accept of that call, that he mip 
have an opportunity to make the truths of the gol 
pel known in ſeveral parts. bu 
He was ſoon after invited to Zurick, to underta roy 
the principal charge of. that city, and to preach 
word of God to the inhabitants: and he began t 
preach to them the hiſtory of Chriſt, out of the goſbe e 
pel of St. Matthew. reb 

About the year 1517, Martin Luther had enter a 
ed into a diſpute againſt the cuſtom of ſelling induſi men 
gences by the pope, who condemned Luther: b 
he appeated to a council, and went on writing aired 


gall 
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ſt the errors of the church of Rome. He was 
acceſsful, that ſome princes began to expel the 
ks, and confiſcated their eſtates. Theemperor 
arles, in 1521, Cauſed Luther to be outlawed at 
diet of Worms; and endeavoured by edicts to 
the progreſs of his doctrines: however, the fol- 
ers of Luther increaſed ; and the more ſo, be- 
ſe the emperor was engaged in a war with. 


ruingſius conducted the reformation in Switzer- 
l, with as quick progreſs as Luther did in Saxo- 
He propounded his doctrine in his ſermons, 
ich he preached four years ſucceſſively in Zurick, 
thereby prepared the minds of the people for its 
ption. And God was pleaſed to bleſs his en- 
yours with great ſucceſs ; for the ſpirit of refor - 
tion greatly increaſed in Switzerland; and the 
ident of the court of Mechlin was informed, in 
2, that there were two hundred thouſand per- 
$ who were intirely diſaffected to the ſee of Rome. 


Zuinglius maintained at a conference that the 
s was no facrifice : and the three arbitrators ap- 
ted by the ſenate, gave ſentence, that “the 
buſes of images and maſſes were ſuffictently 
roved by the word of God]; therefore they left 
to the ſenate to inquire- how they might be a- 
liſhed without offence.” This was the reſult 
he conference, which was followed with an edict, 
reby it was forbidden to the prieſts and monks to 
e any public -procefſions, to carry the holy ſa- 
nent, or eleyate it in the church to be worſhip- 
; Relics were taken out of churches. It was 
| that organs thould not be played; or bells 
be 
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be rung: that palm-branches, ſalt, or tape 
ſhould not be bleſſed ; and that ſupreme und 
ſhould not be adminiſtered to the fick. Thus g 
of the idolatrous worſhip and ceremonies of f 
church of Rome was aboliſhed in the canton; 
Zurick ; and the reformation gained ground, 
withſtanding the remonſtrances of the emperor, t 
biſhops of Conſtance, Baſil, &c. 


Though the emperor publiſhed the decree of t 
diet againſt the proteſtants; yet the proteſtant pr 
ces, and the reformed cantons of Switzerland, e 
tered into à confederacy to defend themſelves x 


e in 
their religion againſt him, and the Roman Cath nd. 
powers. This was the league of Smalcald, o ef- 
cluded in 1531, upon the ſucceſs of which the in 
teſtant religion depended. | dic 

The ſame year a civil war began in Switzerlanlh was 
. the five Papith cantons and thaſe of Zu me. 
and Bern, The. Zurickeſe were defeated in tl: no 
own. territories, with the loſs of 400 men. Zu | 
glius was in this battle; for it is the cuſtom of ii, 6 
Switzers, that their chief miniſter goeth out id! 
them to battle: He was killed on the 11th of O was 
ber, 1531, in this action, at the head of a battalioic. 
in the 44th year of his age, after he had been pine 
at Zurick twelve years, and 11 years at Glaris Wes o 
the Hermitage. He fell thrice in the battle, men 
Gill roſe up again: the fourth time being woundWhous 
with a ſpear, he fell on his knees and ſaid, Wa : 1; 
« they can kill the body, but they cannot kill Mur; 


cc ſoul. ” 
As the enemy's ſoldiers were plundering the (la 


they found Zuinglius alive, lying upon his bi 
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arms folded, and his eyes lifted up to heaven : 
ereupon they aſked him, if he would have a 
ſt to confeſs to, which he refuſed. Then they 
iſed him to call on St, Mary, which he alſo res 
d, ever looking up to heaven. On this, one of 
n ſlew him outright: And when his body was 
yn, the enemy condemned it to be cut into four 
s, and burnt. 

e was called the bleſſed ſervant and ſaint of God, 

> defended the evangelical doctrines by his cou- 
2 in the field. His doctrine and judgment were 
nd. His deep ſtudy of piety, and earneſt zeal 
reforming religion from popiſh ſuperſtitions is 

in his works. In his ſermons he was very me- 
dical, teaching the truth with great perſpieuity. 
Was a ſharp reprover of fin. He uſed to fay of 
mercenaries, that it was a wicked warfare, and 
t nothing was more hateful to God than to ſpill 
od for the hire of foreign princes. He uſed to 
ly ſtanding, and that for certain hours, which he 
uld not omit, except neceſſity obliged him to it. 
was always a great ſtudent, and alſo had, fkill in 
lic, F 
he Switzers continued ever after in the doc- 
es of Zuinglius, and paid the greateſt regard to 
memory. Beza in his epitaph obſerves, he was 
ous firſt for an ardent love of God, and then 
a love of his country, His works are printed 
gur volumes in folio. | 25 
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itſelf, in 1510, of taking a journey to Rome. 
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THOMAS, Lord CROMW ELI. 


- E was born at Putney, in Surry, a villag 
bout ſix miles from London. The year ( 
his birth is not known. His father was a blig 
ſmith, but in the latter part of his life praCtiſed i 
trade of a brewer ; after whoſe deceaſe, his moth 
was married to a ſheerman, or ſheerer of cloth, 
London. All the education he received was a 
private ſchool, where he learned reading, writi 
and a little Latin, He diſcovered however in} 
early years a very promiſing genius, and a great 
gour and activity of mind: and when he was gro 
up; having a great inclination for travelling, 
went into foreign countries. By this means het 
an opportunity of ſeeing the world, of gaining 
more extenſive acquaintance with men and mann 
and of learning ſeveral languages, which proved 
terwards very advantageous to him. 


In the courſe of his travels he came to Antue 
where there was then a very conſiderable Engl 
factory, by whom he was retained as their clerk 
ſecretary. His love of travelling, and inclination 
ſee various countries, did, however, ſtill continu 
he therefore embraced an opportunity which offt 


He appears to have continued a very confident 
time in Italy; for we are told that he ſerved! 
ſome time as a ſoldier, under the Duke of Bourd( 
and was preſent at the facking of Rome; an et 
which was not till the year 1527, which was {ere 
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en years after the time fixed for obtaining the 

onfirmation of the indulgences which he had from 

Pope. 

How long he continued in a military capacity is 
certain. He returned, at length, to his native 
untry, and was taken into the family and ſervice 

Cardinal Wolſey. And when articles of high 

ſon againſt the Cardinal were ſent down by the 
ords to the Houſe of Commons, of which Crom- 
ell had previouſly found means to get himſelf e- 

ted a member, he defended the Cardinal with ſo 
uch eloquence and ability, that the articles againſt 
im were thrown out. 


Cardinal Wolſey's houſhold being now diſſolved, 
romwell was taken into the ſervice of Henry VIII. 
don the recommendation of Sir Chriſtopher Hales, 
aſter of the rolls, and Sir John Ruſſel, the ſame 
ntleman whom he had ſo eminently ſerved at Bo- 
na; who repreſented him to the king as the fit- 
| perſon to manage the diſputes which his Ma- 
ty then had with the Pope. And being thus in- 
duced at court, he ſoon obtained a very conſider- 
le are of the King's favour and confidence. 


Cromwell in his younger years had no ſenſe of 
gion, and he often related to Archbiſhop Cran- 
er his great impiety in his younger days, and of 
being under the Duke of Bourbon at the ſiege 

Rome, and publiſhing the indulgences granted 
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: the Pope to Boſton ; but, upon his learning the 
Len iew Teſtament by heart, it pleaſed God to touch 
ryed pd affect his mind with a ſavour and reliſh of the 
ourvoguths of the goſpel. And he afterwards very much 
an ent 


oured the principles 1 the Reformation, and 
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was therefore no friend to popery, or the power d 
the Pope. 


In one of his conferences with the King, here. 
preſented to his Majeſty, that his princely authoriy 
was abuſed within his own realm by the Pope and 
his clergy, who being ſworn to him, were afterward 
diſpenſed from the ſame, and ſworn again to the 
Pope; ſo that his Majeſty was but half a King, an 
they but half ſubjects; which he repreſented v 
Henry, was derogatory to his crown, and contran 
to the laws of his kingdom. | 


In conſequence of this conference with Crom- 
well, Henry, whilſt the convocation was ſitting, tock 
his ring or ſignet off his finger, and ſent Cromuel 
with it to the houſe of convocation. - Cromwell 
thus deputed by the King, placed himſelf among 
the biſhops, and began to repreſent to them the ex- 
tent of the regal authority, and the duty of ſubjectʒ 
and eſpecially the obedience which biſhops and 
churchmen owed to the laws of the kingdom. 
Theſe laws, however, he told them, the whole bo. th 
dy of the clergy had violated to the diſhonour of 
the King, becauſe they had all ſworn to the Pope ſas t 
contrary to their allegiance to the King, and there 
fore had forfeited to his Majeſty all their goods 
chattels, lands, poſſeſſions, and livings. 


The prelates were exceedingly alarmed at th 
and at firſt began to deny the fact. But after Crone 
well had ſhewn them the very copy of the oa er 
which they took to the Pope before their conſee ue 
tion, the matter was ſo plain that they could no dadet 
deny it. But upon paying one hundred and nim ad be 


teen thouſand pounds to the king, they were pardonepuld 
| 
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a 1531, Cromwell was knighted ; and, in I 534> 
pointed principal ſecretary of ſtate, and maſter or 
he rolls; and about the ſame time he was choſen 
hancellor of the univerſity of Cambridge. 


orit 

* On the 2d of July, 1536, Sir Thomas Cromwell 
eas conſtituted lord-keeper of the privy-ſeal, at 
\ the Which time he reſigned the maſterſhip of the rolls. 
and n the gth. of the ſame month he was advanced to 


he dignity of a baron, by the title of Lord Crom- 
ell, of Okeham, in Rutlandſhire ; and fix days 
fter he took his ſeat in. the Houſe of Peers. The 
$th of the ſame month, he was conſtituted vicar- 
general and vice-gerent over all the ſpirituality, un- 
ler the King, who was now declared ſupreme head 
ff the church. "This was a very high dignity, for 
t gave him precedence next the royal family; and 
the convocation which was held this year, he 


rom- 
took 
nel 
well, 
mony 


C EX 

deen above the archbifhops, as the King's repreſenta« 
e 0 ; TY 
m. A ſhort time before Lord Cromwell's elevation 


e bo e this new dignity, an event happened which was 


2ur o no means favourable to the reformation. This 
Pope s the fall of Queen Ann Boleyn, who had very 
there uch exerted her influence over the King in favour 


the reformers. But Henry had an affectionate 
gard for a new object. This was Jane Seymour, 


7000s 


this aughter to Sir John Seymour, and one of Queen. 
"ronWone's attendants. A charge of incontinence was 
, oathWccordingly trumped up againſt the Queen; in con- 
\ſecr{Wquence of which ſhe was tried, and moſt unjuſtly 


dademned to dig. It appeared indeed that there: 
ad been ſome levities in her conduct, but no crime 
ud be fairly proved againſt her. Queen Anne, 

L 2 however, 


d no 
| nine 
done 


| 
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bowever, was beheaded; and the unfeeling monary 
was married the very next day to Jane Seymour, 


The death of Queen Ann Boleyn was an agree. 
able event to the Romiſh party, and gave then 
freſh hopes that an accommodation might b 
brought about between the King and the court «f 
Rome. Lord Cromwell, however, continued v 
exerciſe the powers with which he was inveſted, in 
promoting and advancing the reformation ; bu 
he was obliged to proceed with warineſs and 
caution ; for the king was known in his heart to be 
ſtrongly inclined to the principles of popery, not 
withſtanding his preſent breach with the court c 
Rome; and the popiſh party in the nation were all 
very formidable. 


Though Lord Cromwell was now highly exalted 
in rank and dignity, yet he was very far from being 
ſo elated with proſperity, as to be unmindful of hi 
former condition, or forgetful of thoſe whoſe kind- 


neſs he bad experignced in a ſtate of adverſity and 


diſtreſs. As a remarkable inſtance of this, the fol 
lowing is related : 

In his youth, in the- courſe of his peregrinations, 
Cromwell was at Florence, in a moſt deſtitute cor 
dition, and in want of common neceſſaries of lite 


In this deplorable condition he was taken notice oi 


by an Italian merchant, who frequently traded wit 
England, and whoſe name was Francis Freſcobald 
The merchant, after enquiring into the particular 
of Cromwell's ſtory, being pleaſed with his air an 
manner, took him into his houſe, and kindly enter 
tained him; and at his departure, furniſhed hut 

T will 


r 
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th a horſe, and new clothes, and ſixteen ducats of 
pd, in order to carry him again into his own 
puntry. It came to paſs, that many years after, 


4 hen Cromwell was fo highly advanced as we have: 

"en ted, this merchant, who, in conſequence of ma- 

x ; loſſes in trade, was become very poor, came over 
0 


to England, in order to recover a conſiderable ſum, 
money which was due to him; During his reſi- 
nce in London for this purpoſe, Lord Cromwell, 


to be rough the ſtreet... Fhe merchant had entirely 
not · reotten- the perſon of Cromwell, and was altoge⸗ 


ateful Cromwell recogniſing the features of his old 


eat ſurpriſe of his attendants; haſtily alighted from 
horſe, and very affectionately embraced him. — 
iter ſome converſation in the ſtreet, . and of his 
ateful ſenſe of his obligations to him, he inſiſted 
on his coming that day to dine with him at his 
puſe.. He accordingly did fo ; and at dinner Lord 
romwell related to the Lord High Admiral, and 
her perſons of rank who were preſent, the friend-- 
p which had been formerly ſhewn him by Freſco- 
d. And all the time the merchant continued in 
gland, Lord Cromwell lodged and entertained 
in his own houſe; he allo gave him ſixteen 
ndred ducats, in return forthe ſixteen he received 
m him at Florence; and he exerted himſelf ſo 
ir an my in his behalf, that Freſcobald, by his means, 
entern recovered the money which was due to him in 
4 a and. 


wid L 3. About 


eng one day riding towards court, unexpectedly 
it his eyes upon Freſcobald, who was paſling. 


er unacquainted with his advancement : but the 


nefactor, regardleſs of the ſpectators, and to the 


ow ——— i > — 
— 


Whilſt they were in mortal fin. They continu 
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About this time, a new viſitation of religiny 
houſes was ſet on foot; in the courſe of this viſit. 
tion, a ſcene was opened of the moſt barefaced impoſ 
ture, and the moſt ridiculous ſuperſtition. At Boy 
ley in Kent, there was a crucifix which ſometin 
moved its head and eyes, and bent its whole bog 
to expreſs the receiving of prayers ; and other ye 
tures were at other times made, in order to ſignif 
the rejection of them. Many and great were th 
offerings made to this wonderous image; but it a 
peared, upon examination, that all its moveme 
were cauſed by concealed ſprings; and the who 
cheat being thus diſcovered, the image was orden 
to be burnt.— At Hales, in the county of Glouceſ 
ter, the blood of Chriſt was ſhewn in a vial of eij 
tal, which the people ſometimes could ſee, 2 
ſometimes could not. And they were made to be 
lieve, that they could not be bleſſed with the ſy 
of the blood, though the vial was ſet before then 


therefore to. make preſents, till they had a ſightt 
this relic. But this, upon examination, was diſe 
vered to be nothing more than the blood of a dud 
which they renewed every week ; and one fide 
the vial was ſa thick, that there was no ſeeing thr 
it, whilſt the other was clear and tranſparent. 

And it was placed in ſuch a manner near the alt 
that a perſon concealed behind it could turn eit 

fide of the vial outward; and when they had dra 

ed thoſe who came to ſee it of what money t 

could, they then made them ſo happy as to turn 

clear and tranſparent fide towards them. ing 

8 | Oy 
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But to return. to Lord Cromwell. In 1538, he 


A. tained a grant from the king, of the caſtle and 

np. d (hip of Okeham, in the county of Rutland; 

B. vas alſo made conſtable of CIs 

time the Iſle of Wight. 

doch The ſhrine- of Thomas Becket (commonly ſtile 

ge Thomas of Canterbury) was demolifhed' this 

gui, by the king's command. —Fhis- ſhrine was of 

re H traordinary value: the gold of it, when broken 


wn, loaded two cheſts, which required eight men 
carry it out of the chureh.. This act of facrilege, 
it was termed by the popiſh party, ſo-exceedingly 
zperated the court of Rome, that it is mentioned 
the preamble of the bull ſoon after iſſued out by 
zul III. againſt King Henry, as the principal in- 
cement for haſtening that denunciation of the 
ngeance of the church, which had been for ſome 


e e ſuſpended. By this bull, if the king did not 
thenWnear within ninety, days, by himſelf or proxy, to 
tinuW@ſwer for his proceedings, he was declared. to be 
ight Of depoſed fram his crown, and the kingdom laid 


diſq under an. interdict. All his ſubjects and vaſſals 


duc were abſolved from. their allegiance. to him. All 
lice W-noblemen. and others in. the king's dominions 
g th were commanded, under the ſame penalties, ta 
rent i take up.arms againſt him, and to drive him out of 
e a his dominions ; and. all princes and military per- 
neui ſons were commanded. to make war upon him, 


in order to force him to return to the obedience 
of the apoſtolic ſee. They were alſo commanded 
[11711 to ſeize upon all goods and merchandiſe belong- 
ing to the king or his accomplices ; and ſuch of 
bis ſubjects that were ſeized upon, were to be 

&« made 


fall. Fox the king conceived a violent diſlike to he 
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% made flaves. It was alſo declared, that who, 
e ſthall attempt to oppoſe the execution of any 
c the particulars contained in this bull, ſhould i 
eur the indignation. of Almighty God, as well; 
e the holy apoſtles.” Such. was the exorbity 
power aſſumed by the pretended. ſucceſſor of 5 
Peter. A. grievous yoke and burthen laid on bot 
the princes and people by the Pope and his card 
nals. But Henry paid little regard to theſe eccle 
aſtical thunders. 5 
In 153), queen Jane Seymour died, ſoon after he 
delivery of a young prince, who afterwards aſcends 
the throne by the name of Edward VI. Her deat 
was the cauſe of great grief to Henry. 


In 1539, Lord Cromwell was raifed to the digi 
ty of Earl of Eſſex, and ſoon after conſtituted Lon 
High Chamberlain of England. 

King Henry had now been for ſome time look ver 
about for a new wife, and at length entered into 
treaty of marriage with the princeſs. Anne, daughtaWor 
to the Duke of Cleves. Cromwell was very 2a 
lous to promote this match, becauſe that lady a 
her family were Lutherans, and friends to the n 
formation. But this in the event occaſioned li 


at the very firſt ſight ; and though; as the prince 
was arrived in England, and the matter carried 
far, he was married to her, yet it was not witho 
great reluctance. His averſion- to her, howevel 
every day increaſed”; and he became eager to procu 
the diſſolution of his marriage. The cones 
which the Earl of Eſſex had in promoting a maq eve: 
which was ſo much the king's averſion, weaken Ba 
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01 majeſty's attachment to him. The great ſhare 
Ny d in forwarding the reformation, had likewiſe 
d red him many powerful enemies, particularly 
ve Duke of Norfolk, and Gardiner, Biſhop of 
bitz cheſter. And they ſpared no opportunity of 
of 0 reaſing any prejudice which the king might have 
bag eived againſt him; and as the papiſts in general 
cd a violent clamour againſt him, Henry began 
ce diſpoſed to facrifice Cromwell to their fury. 


The king had now fixed his affection on Catha- 
er he Howard, niece to the Duke of Norfolk; and 
endet nobleman made uſe of her infinuations, to in- 
(calc: Henry againft the Earl of Eſſex. According» | 

e obtained a commiſſion from the king to arreſt 
digi at the council-table, on the 10th of June, when 
Lo had not the leaſt fufpicion of ſuch a proceeding. 

was immediately committed priſoner to the 

oki ver; and on the 17th of the ſame month, a bill 
into ¶ ttainder againſt him was brought into the Houſe 
gie Lords. He was accuſed both of hereſy and trea- 
y 2c It was alledged againſt him, That he had 
dy 2_Ft at liberty thoſe that were condemned or ſuſ- 
he refected of miſpriſion of treaſon : That he had 
ed liven licences for tranſporting out of the kingdom 
to hehings prohibited by proclamation : That he had 
rinciilperſed many - erroneous books contrary to the 
ried Helief of the ſacrament : That he had licenſed 
it hoiWany preachers ſuſpected of hereſy ; and had or- 
eye ered many to be diſcharged that were committed 
rocuf that account, and had diſcharged all informers: 
once] hat he had many heretics about him: That a- 
matcifove a year before he had faid, The preaching 
akenl Barns and others was good: And that he 
| * would 
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would not turn, though the king did turn, 
<« if the king turned, he would fight in perſog 
<* gainſt him and all that turned: And drawing, 
< his dagger, he wiſhed :that might Pierce him 
<< the heart, if he ſhould not doit.“ Several 0! 
things were alledged againſt him, but they were i 
probable and trifling, as were ſome of the foregui 
He was not, however, ſuffered to be heard in| 
own defence. He had ſuch powerful enemies 
the Houſe of Lords, that the bill of attainder y 
diſpatched in two days, being read twioe in one d 
Archbiſhop- Cranmer was abſent, and no other g 
fon would venture to ſpeak for him. But the 
ſtuck ten days in the Houſe of Commons; and, 
concluſion, a new bill was drawn up againſt hi 
and ſent to the Lords, to which. they conſented, 
it had the royal aſſent. 


The Earl of Effex in his fall was forfaken by 
friends, and inſulted by his enemies, as is comm 
ly the treatment of all difgraced miniſters. A 
biſhop Cranmer, however, intereſted himſelf wan 
ly in his favour, as appeared from a letter he ſent 
the king concerning Cromwell; wherein he 
** pray God night and day to fend ſuch a cot 
<« ſellor in his place, whom-your Grace may t 
and who for all his qualities can and will f 
your Grace like to him; and that will hay 
„much ſolicitude and care to preferve your 
& from all dangers, as I ever thought he had.” 


The Earl of Eſſex, during his impriſonme 
wrote to the king, to clear himſelf from the chat l 


of — and to implore his majeſty's clemen 
* N 
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n he did in terms that do no great honour to 
agnanimity. But it was without effect; for 
Juke of Norfolk and the popiſh party prevailed. 


8 | accordingly, in purſuance of his attainder, he 
ld of ordered to be beheaded on T ower-hill, on the 
ere of July, 1540. 


hen he was brought to the ſcaffold, his ten- 
els for his ſon, who had been created baron 
mwell of Wimbleton, made him avoid any ear- 
proteſtations of his innocence, or complaints of 
unjuſt ſentence'; for he feared that any thing of 
kind would exaſperate Henry, and induce him 
reak his vengeance on his fon. He thanked God 
ringing bim to die in that manner, and acknow- 
ted his fins againſt him: and he declared, that 
lied in the faith of the goſpel, not doubting the 
h of any of the ſacraments of the chriſtian reli- 
le deſired the ſpectators to pray for him; 
then prayed very fervently for the remiſſion of 
paſt ſins, and admittance into eternal glory. 


the end of his prayer he ſaid: Now, moſt 
ereiful Saviour, let all theſe things profit me, 
hich thou haſt freely done for me; who halt 
ſo given thyſelf for me; let thy blood cleanſe and 
aſh away the ſpots and foulneſs of my fins : let 
y righteouſneſs hide and cover my unrighte- 
ulnels: let the merits of thy paſſion and blood- 
edding be ſatis factory for my ſins. Give me, 
rd, thy grace, that my faith waver not, but be 


4 * 
m and conſtant to the end: that my hope in 
merey, and life everlaſting, may not decay; 
je cha 


at love wax not cold in me: Finally, that the 
emer eakne(s of my fleſh may not be overcome with 
6 the 


with extraordinary moderation; and fell nd 
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« the fear of death. Grant, O moſt mercify] | 
ther, that when death ſhall ſhut up the eye; 
my body, the eyes of my ſoul may till bel 
and look upon thee; and when death hath til 
© away the uſe of my tongue, yet my heart my 
** cry, and ſay unto thee, Lord, into thy hand 
* commend my ſpirit! Lord Jeſus, receive q 
„ foul! Amen.“ 


After he had ended his prayer, he made a go 
exhortation to thoſe that were about him on 
ſcaffold, and ſo quietly commended his ſpirit i 
the hands of God. 


Biſhop Burnet tells us as follows: © That| | 
e roſe merely by the ſtrength of his natural ca be 
« ty; for his education was ſuitable to his me 
« extraction. That he had all the New Te 
„ ment in Latin by heart; carried his gream 


„ under the weight of popular [popiſh] odiu 
than guilt. At his death, he mixed none of t 
& ſuperſtitions of the church of Rome with his 
„ yotions. It was believed that the king lamen 
« his death when it was too late: and the mi 
<« that fell on the new queen, and the duke of N 
« folk and his family, were looked upon as ſtral 
& from heaven upon them for their cruel perſecut 
of this miniſter.” 


Thus fell Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Eſſex, Ned te 
was worthy of a better maſter, and of better hon 
ment. He was a miniſter of great ability, and fe ar 


common application. He had a high ſenſe of p 
lic good, and an open and generous heart. Hei 


very hoſpitable, and ſo charitable to the poor, 
f | upx 
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ards of two hundred perſons were ſerved twice 
ry day with a ſufficient quantity of bread, meat, 
| drink, at the gate of his houſe in T hrögmortom- 


et, : 

he good and pious Cromwell earneſtly ſtudied 
advance the cauſe of Chriſt and his goſpel, His 
is ſaid to be nothing elſe but a continual care 
labour to promote the true knowledge of the 
ptures, and to reform the ſervice of the houſe of 
. He cauſed all the people through the king= 
to be inſtructed in the Lord's Prayer, and the 
ed, in Engliſh. Then he procured the ſcriptures 
de tranflated, and thereby reſcued the vulgar fort 
m groſs ignorance and idolatry, cauſing many of 
ir famous images, where they went on pilgrima- 
to be deſtroyed. His life abounded with good 
mples ; and he appeared to be a man raiſed up 
God to do good to many, eſpecially to deliver 
h who were in danger of perſecution for the ſake 
eligion. 


f 
est 
ebe 
take 
1 
ands 
e 0 


| god 
On it 


It I 


he following inſcription was put upon his mo- 
ent: * Cromwell, ſurnamed the Great, whom 
olſey firſt raiſed from the forge, to eminent” 
ood fortunes ;—whom Henry VIII. uſed as his 
nſtrument” to ſuppreſs the pope's ſupremacy, and 
o diſſolve religious ſtruCtures :—whom he advan- 


ex, "ed to the higheſt pitch of honour and authority: — 
er t chom he caſt 22 ſuddenly, and bereft both ot 
7 fe and Ggnities;—Jies here interred.” 

ol 
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E was deſcended of an ancient and hongy 

able family, and was born in the city of Fl 

rence, the metropolis of the dukedom of Tuſcy 
in Italy, on the 8th of September, 1500. His 
mily-name was Vermilius; but his parents g 
him that of Martyr, from one Peter, a Martyr, wi 
was faid to have been put to death formerly, for 
fending the true faith againſt the Arians, and! 
church was near their houſe : They gave him 2 
beral education; for they were careful to connWHe 
him to the tuition of able and faithful ſchoolmattWn t 
and were diligent in inſtructing him at home, 


He ſpent three years at the college in ſtudyinetl 
liberal arts, and the holy ſcriptures, part wher 
he learned by heart; and then he went to Padua, Nee 
enlarge his learning in that univerſity, which! 
then in a flouriſhing condition, He ſettled there ug 
2 monaſtery of the order of Auguſtine, where to 
continued eight years ſtudying philoſophy, and ee © 
ticularly the Greek tongue, ſpending whole nig 
in the library of the monaſtery with Benedict Cui ofte 
nus, the companion of his ſtudies, 


At the age of twenty-ſix he began to preach 
the church of St. Afra, at Brixia, a city belong 
to the republic of Venice. He afterwards preachiif'* E 
at Rome, Venice, Mantua, and other cities of [tal 
but all the time that he could allow from preachi 
was ſpent in the ſtudy of ſacred learning, philo 
phy, and in- acquiring the Hebrew tongue. ples 

pres 
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che alfo privately, and read lectures in the col- 
s of Padua, Ravenna, Bononia, and Vercellis. 


he ſuperiors of his order approved ſo much of 
diligence in preaching and teaching, and his 
ond ne grew fo very famous in the chief cities of 
of , that they reſolved to advance him to ſome 
ue ater dignity ; and by the conſent of all he was 
His e abbot of Spoleto, in the duchy of Umbria, 


ts ge to the pope: In which office he behaved ſo 
r,. MI, that he was univerſally admired ; for thouglz 
for had been hitherto chiefly employed in his ſtu- 
nd , he now ſhewed great wiſdom and dexterity in 


aging the affairs of his monaſtery. -- 

He continued three years at Spoleto, and was 
m thence tranſlated by the ſuperiors of the order 
be abbot of a monaſtery at Naples, which was 
ch more conſiderable than that of Spoleto. In 
city it pleaſed God, that he began, to attain ta 


dus, Ne light and knowledge of the truths than he for- 
ch rh had done; for by the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, 
here ough the illumination of the Holy Spirit, he be- 


to take notice of the errors and abuſes which 
re crept into the church; and God inclined his 
it to bead the writings of ſome p roteſtants; and 
often ſaid that he had profited — by chem. 
He alſo daily converſed with ſome friends whe 
died the reformed religion, which much tended 
their mutual edification. The chief of theſe 
re Benedict Cuſanus, Anthony Flaminius, and 
* Valdeſius, a Spaniacd, of a noble family, and 
a knight by Charles V. who, embracing the 
in the love thereof, liyed in Italy, eſpecially at 
ples z where, by his holy life and doctrine, he 
M 2 gained 
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gained many to Chriſt ; and among thoſe, ſever: 


the nobility and Jearned men and women, as 0 4 
lady Iſabella Manricha, who was. afterwards banif " | 
ed from her native country for the cauſe of Chuif q 
and ſuch was the zeal of the noble Galeacius (oil 
racciolus, Marquis of Vico, for the reformed rl... 
gion, and fo ardent his defire to attend upon Calyin 1 
miniſtry, that he left the place of his nativity, 
wife and children, and all his worldly poſſeſſom 
and went to Geneva; where he ſpent the reſidue 80 
his life as a private gentleman. Upon taking len 
of his family, one of his little children hung ſo fin 
to his knee, that it was with great difficulty he cot 
releaſe her from thenee. This circumſtance, | cel 
ſaid, affected bis mind moſt deeply. Fain would H“? 
have taken his family with him, but they were i " : 
gotted papiſts, and would not accotp#ny him 1 
However, this ſaying of Jeſus Chriſt, © Every a ul 
ac that hath fotſakeni-houſes, or brethren, or ſite Af 
< or father; or mother, or wife, or children, e 
*< jands, for my name's ſake, ſhall receive an hug 
* dred fold, —4 ſhall inherit everlaſting life,“ ins | 
reſſed his mind ſo deeply, that he was conſtramqWn ! 
to leave all, for the ſake of the g ofpet. And ups 
a full experience of the ehange, ue uſed: to ft 
TThat he preferred one — unden wih fr 
Chriſt 2 * way. e eu 
« world.” .. 4 
Martyr's opinctitocicerniagh benen I Þ 


church being diſcovered, ſnares were laid for him 
the monks; and they being blinded by malice, cov 
not conceal the fame. "= is former friends de 
kim to take heed to himſelf, there being many wh 
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zht his life ; ſo that he reſolved to go elſewhere, 
ere he might be ſafe from the power and malice 
his numerous adverſaries : He therefore commit- 
the beſt part of his library to the cuſtody of one: 
his friends, gave another part to the college, and: 
parted from Lucca to Pia, « city eight miles diſ- 
t from the other. 


wing, by the advice of his friends, married z 
gious and noble young lady, ſhe accompanied 
to England, where ſhe died without iſſue, after 
ving lived with him about eight years. She was 
atly beloved at Oxford, and is celebrated for her 
cellent character, as being one that feared God, 
d was loving to her huſband, prudent in zdminiſ- 
ing houſhold affairs, liberal to the poor, and alſa: 
ful to them by her advice; and, in the whole 
rſe of her life, pious, modeſt, and ſober. 
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ſiſten After (he was interred, her body was dug up, by 
en, Ne command of cardinal Pole, and buried in a. 
n huWn2h ill: and he pretended that it was becauſe ſhe 


s buried near St. Frideſwide, and from being a 
in had become the wife of an heretic : For tho” 
is cardinal had formerly been a great friend to 
utyr,. yet after he left Italy, he did not continue 
friendſhip to him, but ſhaking off his ſtudy of 
e true religion, which for a time he had'ſeemed to 
e, he, with others, joined in the perſecution gf 
e profeſſors of. the doctrines of the reformation. 


The occaſion of Peter Martyr” s coming into Eng- 


„ccd was this: King Henry VIII. was dead, and 
deln ſucceeded by his fon Edward VI. who by the 
y ice of his uncle the protector, the duke of Sa- 
{oug! M. 3 merſet, 
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merſet, and Dr. Cranmer, 'archbifhop of Carte 
bury, aboliſhed the popiſh religion; and reforms, 
the church according to the word of God: an 
he thought it alſo neceflary to reform the univer 
ſites, that a godly miniſtry might proceed from tl 
fame, and found doctrine be preached in all parts 
the kingdom. Peter Martyr, being at this ting 
famous for his learning and other excellent acc e 
pliſhments, was judged a moſt fit perſon for ti urn 
purpoſe ; ſo that he was invited into England by th 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, at the command of king 
Edward: And in December, in the year 1547, b 
the confent of the ſenate of Straſburg, he came int 
England, Bernardinus Ochinus accompanying hin 
who alſo was invited by the archbiſhop. 

At their arrival, they were entertained at the arch em 
biſhop's houſe in a moſt kind manner; and ſoon af 
ter the king ſent Martyr to Oxford. 


The papiſts, who were then very numerous Mito 
Oxford, at firſt patiently bore Martyr's teaching 
and attended his lectures, and indeed ſeemed to ad 
mire him for his learning: But ſome others, eſpe | 
cially the heads of houſes, reſtrained the ſtuden 
from going to his lectures, but as. yet proeeeded nd 
farther : But when he came to declare his judgment 
-about the ſacraments, they could bear it no longer; 
for Martyr vindicated in a powerful manner thi 
doctrine of the Lord's ſupper from their errors anc 
corruptions. They then began to break forth int 
-outrages, to diſturb him in his lectures, to fix u 
malicious and ſcandalous ſchedules againſt him, anc 
to challenge him to diſputes ; which challenges on, 
did not diſdain to accept, but diſputed firſt private ot 


th 
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the vice-charicellor's lodge; and afterwards in 
Mic before his majeſtys commiſſioriers denuted 
that purpoſe. Martyr diſputed four days with. 
ree of the popiſh an. wherein he ſhewed ex- 
lent learning 

At length they ſtirred up the ſeditious multitude 
hinſt him ſo fucceſsfully,; that he. was. obliged to 
ire to London, till the tumult fabfided; and then 
turning again, was, for his better fecurity, made 
the king canon of Chriſt-Church. And here he 
ntinued till bloady queen Mary came to the 
one. Then the papiſts at Oxford, without waits 
g for any directions from the court, drove Peter 
artyr from the diyinity-chair, and brought the 
| ſervice into the-churches, with all the train of 
remonies formerly uſed... Martyr then went to 
ondon; and going abroad, he paſſed unknown and 
diſcovered through Brabant, and other popiſh 
ritories, to Straſburg ; thaugh it is ſaid that he 
is way-laid both here and beyond ſea. letz 


Upon Mary's acceſſion, after the death of her 
dus brother Edward VI. in the ſixteenth year of 
age, all the popiſh biſhops were reſtored, and the 
oteſtant biſhops ſet aſide. A letter was iſſued to 
ment biſhops, attended by a proclamation, forbidding: 
ger exerciſes of preaching or expounding the ſcrip- 
without the queen's licence. Thus the ſupre- 
s ane, for this time, was borrowed by a popiſſi ſoye- 
1 int en, to be the ſcourge of the reformation, In the 
ix U einning of this reign, many proteſtants foreſaw 
„ande approaching perſecutions which diſhonoured the 
tion, and. retired abroad ; ſome to Switzerland, 
| others to Germany. A reſolution was taken 
to 


vate! 
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to bring into the univerſities a teft for purging the 
of all proteſtants, and to-prevent their re- admiſiq 
for the future. This was done by way of oath, 
Martyr went from Strafburg to Zurick, upon x 
| honourable invitation from the magiſtrates of th 
place, to be their divinity-profeſſor; and there þ 
met with the great and pious Dr. Jewel, afterwar 
biſhop of Saliſbury, who was then an exile in tho 
parts, as were ſeveral other exiled divines of EA 
land. Here he lived ſeven years in-high. eſteem wit 
the inhabitants of the place, and in great friendſhi 
with Bullinger and other learned men. He was if 
terwards. invited to Geneva, to be paſtor of the lt 
tian church there; and in queen Elizabettys da 
when the proteſtant religion was eſtabliſhed in Eng 
land, bifhop- Jewel laboured to bring-hinv back th 
ther; but all in vain, for he continued at: Zurick 
the time of his death: 

After having worn out Himſelf witlr indefat 
gable labours, and his ſpirits being much exliauſt 
with grief for the afflicted condition of the church 
of France, he was ſeized with a fever, on the tl 
November: he made his will, and ſpoke chearful 
and comfortably to his friends who viſited hi 
telling them his body was weak, but that he i 
wardly enjoyed much peace and comfort. He ma 
before them an excellent eonfeſſion of his fait! 
concluding thus, This is my faith, and they 
teach other wife, to- the withdrawing men fr: 
& God, God will deſtroy them.” He gave the 
his hand, and bid them farewel; and commendi 
his ſoul to God, he ſlept in the Lord, on the 12 
af November, 1562, in the 63d year of his 67 

| 10 
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E was born at Giffard, « near Haddington, in 
the capnty of Eaſt-Lothian, in Scotland; in 

year 1505. After he had been at a grammar- 
ool, he was ſent for farther poi to the u- 


as 0 —— . Ae e in ſchool· 
inity; wherein almoſt All learning. was placed i in 
le days. In a ſhort time John Knox was ſo 
at a proficient, that he is ſaid to have ſurpaſſed 
i maſter in that fort of learning; and when very 
ng, was thought worthy of egrees in the uni- 
ty. Moreover, belies "the time ordingrily al- 


ſefuſ ed by the canons. he Was admitted! into church . 
aultWMers. 


urch Afterwards laying aſide profitable d di ſputes, 2nd 
kholaltic. 55 of, thoſe . ten, he e 


arful ſelf t pit rk 99 

bing: kpc vas 180 gehe hted, b Fa hes 
ne nneſs a an lolidity, 1105 alſo Terio 9055 ene | 
mai tudied the holy. {erip ptüres, by wh ich, bein 
pogh the grace and 7525 of G God led into tl 
ey , his beart was 1 8 to — it, ta 
J iy 3 nd to teach it to,others... e 
* Fav leon, and became'a 1 . teſ⸗ 
end, f Loa eryards was ver ye in, pu 15 
de Ju + i, the goſpel to oth at. ein 
go and 
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ached at London, Newcaſtle, Berwick, and ſome 
er places: and was much eſteemed by king Ed- 

ae Vi. who offered him a biſhoprick, which he 
" Upon his return to 08 he preached the 
ſpel there with great ſucceſs; which ſo troubled 
atoll. friars, that from all quarters they went to their 
ops to complain of John Knox; and he was 
nmoned to appear at the Black-friars church at 
Jinburgh, the-15th day of May following; and 
ocdingly he appeared. Mr. Erſkine, of Dun, 
ws, th divers other gentlemen, coming at the ſame 
inte to ſupport his cauſe, the biſhops had not cou- 
mule to proceed againſt him. 


Things went proſperouſſy on with Mr. Knox, 
bol a he continued diligent in the diſcharge of his 
niſtry, till July, 1547, when the caſtle of St. 
be H drews, in which he was, ſurrendered to the 
chu ench; and then he was carried into France. He 
nained a priſoner on board the galleys till the lat- 
idn end of the year 1549 ; when, being ſet at liber- 
„be returned to England. | 
erſeck In 1552, he was appointed chaplain to king Ed- 
id VI. it beipg thought fit that the king ſhould 
ed hin fix chaplains in ordinary, who ſhould not on- 
ling vit on him, but be itinerants, and preach the | 
ed Gel all the nation over. 


e continued his place of itinerary preaching in 
e goed till 1554, when queen Mary ſat on the 
dne; and then, leaving England, he went over 
ne Geneva. He had not been long there, before he 
e je called by the congregation of Engliſh refugees, 
reach n cltabliſhed at Francfort, to be their miniſter ; 
which 


132 TOHN KNOx. 
which call he obeyed: by the perſuaſion of the 
mous Calvin. 


| He. left Franefort in 1555 and after a | 
| months ſtay at Geneva, reſolved to viſit his nat 
| country, and went to Scotland. 
| While our reformer was * in Scotlan 
| he received letters from the Engliſh congregation 
Geneva, earneſtly entreating him to come thithe 
zccordingly, in July, 1556, he again left Scotland 
and went to Geneva. He had no ſooner turned! 
back, than the biſhops ſummoned him to appr 
before them; and, upon his non- appearance, th 
paſſed ſentence of death againſt him for hereſy, a 
burnt him in effigy at the croſs of Edinburgh, 
In April, 1559, he returned again to his nat 
country, arrived there in May, and applied hin 
felf with great activity to promote the reform 
religion. The brethren of the reformation being 
Perth, Mr. Knox ſpoke thus to the lords ſent þ 
the queen: . That ſhe perſecuted thoſe who we 
« faithful ſervants of God, and obedient ſubjects 
<« the authority of the realm; and that the popil 
CE religion was not the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, bi 
d expreſsly contrary to the ſame, a ſuperſtition d 
& viſed-by man's brain; which he offered to pro 
« againſt all men in Scotland who would maint: 
« the contrary, God's word being admitted f 
„judge.“ He added, Tell her alſo from m 
cc that this her enterpriſe ſhall not proſperouſſj lu 
e ceed in the end, and that herein ſhe fights agall 
G 
The lords promiſed to deliver Mr. Ktiox's 


ſage ; 2 did the — ſend a herald to m_ 
wy 
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m to depart from Perth. But when ſhe per- 

ved their number to increaſe, and heard, their vi- 

ous reſolutions, fearing the event of a battle, ſhe 

on a parley and large promiſes prevailed with 

m to go home. But before they ſet out, Mr. 
ox preached a ſermon, and exhorted them to eon- 
ncy ; adding, I am perſuaded that this promiſe 
hall be no longer kept, than till the queen and 
er Frenchmen can get the upper hand.” This 
ordingly came to paſs; for when ſhe. entered 

th, ſhe, contrary to her promiſe, garriſoned 15 
ing,“ That ſhe was not bound to keep her word 

with heretics.” © This ſo much diſguſted the earl 
Argyle, and prior of St. Andrew's, that they for- 
* the queen, and went with Mr. Knox and o- 

rs to St, Andrew's; and notwithſtanding the 
eatenings of his enemies, and the adviee of his 

nds againſt his preaching next day, he. thought 
is duty to preach, which he did without inter- 

tion ; and his ſermon ſo wrought upon the ma- 
ates and people, that immediately after ſermon, 
0d y removed all the monuments of n and 
* latry out of that church. 


a. Arbe queen was ſoon acquainted that tlieſe monu- 
ON ts were deſtroyed ; for ſhe, with her French 
liers, were only at the diſtance of twelve miles : 
ders were ſent; to provide quarters immediately 
ted l ber and ber army at Cowper, fix miles from 
* Andrew's,: But the lords and the brethren repair- 
11 ih wonderful expedition to Cowper; for at night 
i were not an hundred horſe, and ſome few 

but before the next day at noon their number 
above three ——— and the retormers con- 


tinued 


O Wel 


ion d 
> pro 
1410ta 


's 
zmMMal 
the 


p Lu roatuns 25 — mn re Roo; —ͤ— 


F 


——_—_ — 2 
A 


„„ 


— — — — CO  — — . ⏑ 


— — ñũ — 


— —_ 


r 
tinued to increaſe, which occaſioned their enemix 
to agree to a truce : But the proteſtants perceivin 
that they were deceived by the queen's policy, deter 
mined to free Perth from the French garriſon, 2 
as ſoon as it was beſieged, the garriſon deſired a tu 
for twelve hours, and then delivered it up to th 
proteſtant lords; and it being the ſabbath- Ae 
thanks were-publicly returned to God, and the n 
numents of idolatry were immediately thrown dow 
and the violent multitude ſet fire to the abbey, thy 
Mr. Knox was defirous to prevent it. 


The proteſtant lords got poſſeſſion of Stirling be 
fore the French came; and afterwards marched! 
Edinburgh, where the monuments of idolatry wi 4 
pulled down by the multitude. The proteſtant 
wrote to the queen, deſiring they might enjoy t 
liberty of their conſciences ; that Jeſus Chriſt mig 
be truly preached, and the facraments duly admi 
niftered, and that ſcandalous and unable miniſtt 
might be removed: But ſhe returning no anſs 
the proteſtants returned hame, and only the lor 
ſtayed, who were now called The lords of the congr 70 
gation. 5 | 

Soon after open war broke forth between t 
queen-regent and the proteſtants ; and more Frend 
forces, with money and ordnance, being ſent to! 
queen, the proteſtants ſent to Elizabeth, queen 
| England, for her aſſiſtance, and till it came ret 
to the highlands for their ſafety :. And the qu 
regent went from place to place, and ſpoiled 2 
made havock without reſiſtance, and boaſting]y f 
6 Where is now John Knox's God?“ But 
boating did not continue long; for about en - 
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ks after, a:Reet of ſhips with Engliſſr forces came 
othe Forth, near Edinburgh, to aſſiſt the proteſ- 
"ts: This filled their hearts with- 3 joy, and the 
ench with ſadneſs and dejection. 1 


Soon. after the queea-regent died; whereupon 4 
ace was in. a ſhort time concluded, and the En- 
i and. French. forces left Scotland, to the great 
y of that nation, and public thankſgivings were 
ade in their churches. for their great deliverance 
The popiſh clergy,. particularly, cardinal Beton 
poſed the. reformation. in. Septland with the un- 
evailing remediss of, fire and faggot. The burns 
o of Patrick. Hamilton, at St. Andrew's, a gentle- 
an of noble. extract, and of that great and good. 
mn George Wiſhart, a zealous preacher of- the: 
drines of the goſpel, and. ſeveral others,-were ra- 
a help than. a hindrance to the reformation. at; 


The popiſſi cruelty paved the way to the reform 
jon, and John Knox. may be ſaidito. be the great 
former of. the church. of Scotland; for by going to 
eneva lie conferred with. the moſt eminent proteſ- 
t divines, concerning the model of church-go- 
mment, which ſhould be moſt agreeable to ſerip- 
re: And he preached the. doctrines of the obe 
d ſettled. in Scotland the worſhip,, diſcigline, and 


penment,, the ſame which. we find now eſta- 
ſhed: . '7}'3 


The earF of Murray, regent of Scotland, was ſhot 
rough the body by an aſſaſſin,” named Hamilton, 
he was riding through Linlithgow, on. Saturday, 
uary 23 1970; The next diy Mr. Knox 
ched at Edinburgi; and amongſt thes papers 
jen in. of thoſe — Prayers · of the 


church 


< ment him.” And fo indeed it proved; for ſo 


ſpoke molt comfortably. 
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church, he found one 'with theſe words, 6 Takew 
the man whom you accounted another God,” 
At the end of his fermon he lamented the loſs whid 
the church and ſtate had by the death of the exc; 
lent and pious regent ;-and farther added, Then 
< is one in this congregation who makes this hor 
& rible murder the ſubject of his mirth, for wid 
< all good men ſhould be ſorry ; but I tell hin 
be that he ſhalt die where there ſhall be none to 


after the young gentleman who wrote the above nay 
went to travel; and died near the Alps in Italy, ha 
ing none to aſſiſt, much leſs to lament him. 


Mr. Knox preached a ſermon at the coronzia He 
of king James VI. of Scotland, and alfo another Mae. 
the opening of the parliament. At length, beit 
very infirm, he was defirous that a ſucceſſor migh 
be choſen : and Mr. James Lafon, a profeſſor i 
the univerſity of Aberdeen, was propoſed, who can 
without delay; and he preaching twice to t 
people for their approbation, the repreſentatives « 
rhe church ordered his admiſſton: And Mr. Kno 
though very weak, would needs preach, on that oe 
eaſion; which he did with much power and fervenc) 
and to the great ſatisfaction of the hearers. 


After he went home, that afternoon he was far 
ced to betake himſelf to bed, and was viſited by va 
rious ſorts of perſons in his ſickneſs, - to whom! 


A day or two before his death, be . for Mi 
David Lindfey, Mr. James. Lawſon, and the eldet 


and deacons of the church; to whom he hr” { 
el 


We. 
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1 charge. Afterwards being ſenſible that his 

ath was near, he gave orders for the making his 
fin, continuing all that day, as he did through all 
s ſickneſs, in fervent prayer to God. When evi- 
at ſymptoms of death appeared, thoſe preſent de - 
ed that he might give ſome ſign that he ended his 
e in the firm belief of the truths of · God, which 
had taught; and in. a full expectationꝰ of eternal 
e through Jeſus Chriſt, which he had ſo often 
irſted after: He lifted up his hand to heaven, as 

he had gos ſtrength afreſh, and giving. only two 
dans, as: One falling aſleep, rather than dying, he: 
ded. his life, at eleven o'clock at night, on the. 
th of November, 1572. Aged 6. 4 
He was interred on the-26th; the corps being at- 
nded by ſeveral lords who were then at'Edinburghy. 
d particularly. by the earl of Morton, that day 
oſen regent; who, as ſoon as he was laid in his- 
we, ſaid, “ There lies a man, who, in his life- 
time never feared the, face of a man; who hath 
been often threatened with death, but yet hath: 
ended his days in peace and honour ; for he had 
God's providence watching over him, ia a ſpecial - 
manner, when his very life was ſought.” 

He was a man of great learning and piety : He 
as, like the great Luther, of an excellent wit, of 
at.courage, and of a magnanimous ſpirit. 
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GEORGE WIS HART, 


E was born in Scotland, and brought up at 

1 grammar- ſchool: From whence he wer ty 
the univerſity. After which he travelled into ſeue- 
ral eountries, and at laſt came to Cambridge, when 
* was admitted into Bennet-College. 


He appears to have left Cambridge in the je 
| 1544, and to have returned into his own country 
He firſt preached at Montroſe, and then at Dundee 


| to the admiration of all that heard him. After thi 
| he went into the welt of Seotland, where he preach 

* ed God's word, which was gladly received by many 
| vill the archbiſhop of Glaſgow, at the inſtigation 
| 


the cruel cardinal Beton, came with his train to th 
town of Air to reſiſt Withart, and would nee 
have the church himſelf to preach in. Some op 
poſed it: but Wiſhart ſaid,” Let him alone; hi 


« ſermon will not do much hurt. Let us go to H + 

il % market-croſs.” And ſo they did; where he mal 
5 ſo notable a ſermon, that his very enemies them 5 

I ſelves were confounded. le h 

Soon after, news was drought to Wiſhart, es 


the plague was broke out in Dundee; which bes: 
within four. days after he was prohibited to pread 
there, and raged ſo extremely, that it-is almoſt be 
yond credit how many died in the ſpace of twenty 
| four hours: This being related to him, he woul 
3 needs, notwithſtanding the importunity of | 
| friends to detain him, go thither ; ſaying, ** Th 


| e are now in troubles, and need comfort, Perla 
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s hand of God will make them now to mag- 
iy and reverence the word of God, which be · 
xe they lightly eſteemed.“ 


here he was with joy received b by, the godly. He. 


ſe the Eaſtgate for the place of his, preaching ;. 
hat the kealth were within, and the ſick with-, 
the gate. His text was, _— He ſent his word, 

1 healed them, .&c.” Pſalm vii. zo. In this 
non he chiefly dwelt upon the advantage and 
fort of God's word, the judgments that enſue 
n the contempt or rejection of it, the freedom of 
s grace to all his people, and the happineſs of 
ſe of his elect, whom he takes to himſelf out of 


each miſerable world, The hearts of his hearers, 
nan) We ſo raifed by the divine force of this di iſcourſe, 
— ot to regard death; but to judge them the mote : 
to 


py who ſhould then be called, not knowing whe- 
they might have ſuch a comforter. again witly 
After this, the plague almoſt quite ceaſed; 
uh, in the midlt of it, Wiſhart conftantly vi- 
| thofe that lay in the greateſt extremity, and 
aforted them by his exhortations. 


tis faid, that before Wiſhart left Dundee, and 
le he was engaged in the labours of love to the 
les as well as to the ſouls of thoſe poor afflicted 


ſt, called John Weighton, to ſlay him. And 
day the ſermon being ended, and the people de- 
ed, the prieſt ſtood walting at the bottom of the 
„ with a naked dagger in his hand under his 
n, But Mr. Wiſhart having a ſharp pierci 

,and ſeeing the prieſt as he came down, faid to 
„* My friend, what would you Have!“ And 


le, the cardinal corrupted a deſperate popith | 


imme 
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immediately clapping his hand upon the dag 
took it from him. The. prieſt being terrified, | 
down upon his knees, and confeſſed his intenia r 
and craved pardon. A noife being hereupon rail 
and it coming to the ears of thoſe who were 
they cried, Deliver the traitor to us, or we en 
« take him by fore; and they burſt i in at * 
But Wiſhart taking the prieſt in his arms, fn 
« Whatſoever Hurts him ſhall hurt me; for he hit 
= done me no: miſchief, but much good, by tex 
te ing me more heedfulneſs for the time to com 
And ſo he appeaſed them, and ſaved the priel 
life. 
Soon after his retum to Montroſe, the cardi 
again conſpired his death, cauſing, a letter to be { 
to kim as if it had been from his familiar friend, 
hird of Kinnier, in.which. he. was deſired with 
poſlible ſpeed to come to him, becauſe. he was t: 
with a ſudden ſickneſs. In the mean time, the 
dinal had provided ſixty men armed, to lie in 
within a-mile and an half of Moneroſe, i in order 
murder him as he paſſed that. way. 


The letter coming to Wiſhart's hand by a be 
who alſo brought him a horſe for the journey, Will q 
art, accompanied by ſome honeſt.men_ his frien l 
ſet forward; but ſuddenly ſtopping by the. way, 
muſing a ſpace, he returned back, which they wc 
dered at, aſked him the cauſe, to whom he: 
« ] will not go. I am forbidden of God. | 
0 affured there is treaſon... Let ſome of you go 

«© yonder place, and tell me what you find.” Wh 
doing, they made the diſcovery ; and haſtily ret 
ing, * told Mr. Wiſhart ; Wihereupon Ti 
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know I ſhall end my life by that blood-thirſty 
an's hands, but it wifl not be in this manner.” 


Vhen he came to Haddington, he found his au 
y there much decreaſed, which was thought ta 
jen through the influence of the earl of Both, 
|, who was moved to oppoſe him, at the inftiga- 
"of the cardinal, Soon after, às he was going 
hurch, he received a letter from the weſt-country 
ten emen; and having read it, he called John Knox, 
d had diligently waited upon tum \finge he came 
Lothian 3 to Whom he -ſzid,'<'Thathe was 
ary of the world, betauſe he ſaw that men be- 
to be weary of God: For, faid he, the gentle- 
en of the weſt have ſent me word, that they 
not keep their meeting at Edinburgh. John 
x, wondering that he ſhould enter into confer- 
about theſe things' immediately before his fer- 
, contrary to his cuſtorn, faid to him Str, 
mon- time approaches; I will leave you for the 
reſtnt to your meditati 

that's fa countenance declared the ger of 
ind. At laſt he went into the pulpit, and his 
tory being very ſmall, he began in this manner; 
Lord, how long Mal it be, that thy holy wore 
all be deſpiſed, and men mall not regard theit 
n ſalvation ? I have heard of thee, O Hadting- 
n, that in thee there uſed to de two or three 
ouſand perſons at z vain and witked play; and 
dw to hear the meſſenger of the etefnal God, 
all the pariſt can fcafce be-nulberclt one n- 
ene enr. Sere and fear ful ſhalt bene 
„es mat ſhalt enſue upon tas thy contedipts 
h * and ſword ſhalt eu be plagued ;'yeay 
oy thou 
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* thou Haddington in ſpecial, ſtrangers ſhall g; 
** ſels thee ; and you, the preſent inhabitants, M £. 
*< either in bondage ſerve your enemigs, or eley Be 
* ſhall be chaſed from your on habitations; x i 
that becauſe you have not known, nor will kn 1 1 
the time of your vifttation. ith 
This prophecy was accompliſhed not long ing 
when the Engliſh took Haddington, made it ae 
riſon, enforced many of the inhabitants to fly; of... 
preſſed others; and after à while,, a great pete 
8 forth in the town, whereof multi. in 
died, the Engliſh were at laſt forced to quit it, vil, 1 
at their departure-burnt and ſpoiled great part o Mien, 
leaving it to be poſleſſed by ſuch as could firſt al... 
ypon it, which were the French that came as un 
liaries to Scotland, with a fem of the ancient in th 
tants ; ſo that Haddington, to this, day, never re 10 
vered. her former beauty, nor yet men of ſuch nen 
dom and ability as did formerly inhabit it. . », 
That night was Wiſhart apprehended in Mar v 
houſe of Ormiſton, by the earl of Bothwel, ſub... 
ed thereto by the cardinal. The manner was .,, 
After ſermon he took his. laſt fare wel of all his fri y C 
in Haddington 3 John Knox would fain have r ca 
with him; but he ſaid, . Return. to your. chi zd 
de and God bleſs you: One, is ſufficient for oe pp 
* crifice.” Then went he to the laird of Ormilqa v 
with ſome others that accompanied him. he 
Before midnight the houſe was beſet ; and ite ed, 
of Both wel called for the laird of the houſe, and I bin 
him, chat it was in vain to reſiſt, for the go dat 
and cardinal were within a mile, with a great pd 
put if he would deliver Wiſhart to him, 5 
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fe upon his honour that he ſhould be ſafe, an 
the cardirial ſhould not hurt him. Wiſhart 
« Open the gates, the will of God be done;“ 
Bothwel coming in, Wiſhart faid to him, * 
riſe my God that ſo honourable a man as you, 
y lord, receive me this night ; for I am perſuad- 
j that for your honour's fake you will ſuffer no- 
fing to be done to me but by order of law: 
leſs fear to die openly, than ſecretly to be mur- 
ered.” Then faid Bothwel, I will not only 
eſerve your body from all violence that ſhall 
e intended againſt you without order of law, 
ut I alſo promiſe in the preſence of theſe gentle- 
en, that neither the governor nor cardinal ſhall 
ave their will of you; but I will keep you in mine 
wn houſe, till I either ſet you free, or reſtore you 
the ſame place where I receive you.” 


iſhart was carried to Edinburgh; but gold and 
nen eaſily eorrupt flefhly men; for the cardinal 
Bothwel gold; and the queen, that was too fa- 
ar with him, promiſed her favour, if he would 
ver Wiſhart into Edinburgh caſtle, which he 
and ſhortly after he was delivered to the blood-' 
y cardinal : Who, becauſe it was forbidden by 
r canon-law for a prieſt to ſit as a judge upon 
and death; ſent to the governor, requeſting him 
ppoint ſame lay Judge to —_ * of N 
Wiſhart. 

he governor would eafily have yielded to his 
eſt, if David Hamilton, a godly man,' had not 
him that he could expect no better an end 
daul, if he perſecuted the truth which formerly 
profeſſed, &c, Hereupon the governor ſent 
the 


— 


— — 


place of their ſitting, which was the abby-chur 
whither when Wiſhart was brought, there ws 
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i e cardinal word that he would have no kay 
edding the bload. of that good man, The cn 
nal, being angry, returned this anſwer, that he 
ſent to him of mere civility, and that he would! 
ceed without him; and. ſo to the great grief off 
godly, the cardinal carried Wiſhart to St. Andrey 
and put him into the tower there; and without 
long delay, he cauſed all, the bichops, and of 
great ad is to be Cajon. together to St. k 
drew's. 


On the 28th al February, 1546, Wiſhart 
brought before them, to give an account of his ſa 
tious and heretical doctrine, as they called it. 
cardinal cauſed all his retinue to come armed tot 


poor man lying at the door, that aſked his alms, 
whom he flung his purſe, When he came beit 
the cardinal, there was a dean appointed to pread 
whoſe ſermon being ended, Wiſhart was put 
into the pulpit to hear his charge And one Lawdt 
a prieſt, ſtood over againſt him, and read a ſerol 
of bitter accuſations and curſes, ſo that the ignon 
people thought that the earth would have open 
and ſwallpwed up Wiſhart quick: But he flo 
with great patience, without moving or once chat 
ing his, cquntenance. , The. prieſt, having ene 
his curſes, ſpat at Wiſhart's face, ſaying, © W 
c. anſwereſt thou? thou runagate, traitor, thief, & 
Then Wiſhart fell upon his knees, making 
prayer unto God ; after which he ſaid, Many 


horrible ſayings unto me a chriſtian man, m 
66 Wo 


* & o 
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ords abominable to hear, have ye ſpoken here 
his day; Which not only to teach, but even to 
hink, I ever thought a great abomination, &c.“ 
en did he give them an account of his doctrine, 
wering every article, as far as they would give 
leave to ſpeak. 


But they, without any regard to his ſoder and 
y anſwers, preſently condemned him to be burnt. 
ter which ſentence, he, falling upon his knees, 
:“ O immortal God, how long wilt thou 
uffer the rage and great cruelty of the ungodly to 
xerciſe their fury upon thy fervants, which do 
urther thy word in this world; whereas, they on 
he contrary ſeek to deſtroy the truth, whereby 
thou haſt revealed thyſelf to the W &. O 
ord, we know certainly that thy true ſervants 
muſt needs ſuffer, for thy name's ſake, perſecu- 
ions, afflictions, and troubles in this preſent 
world; yet we deſire, that thou wouldeſt preſerve 
nd defend thy church, which thou haſt choſen 
before the foundation of the world, and give thy 
people grace to hear thy word, and to be thy true 
ervants in this preſent life.“ 


hen were the common people put out, the bi- 
dps not deſiring that they ſhould hear the inno- 
t man ſpeak ; and ſo they ſent him again to the 
e, till the fire ſhould be made ready. In the 
tle came two friars to him, requiring him to 
e his confeſſion to them; to whom he ſaid. 1 
vill make no confeſſion to you, but fetch me that 
man who preached even now, and I will ſpeak 
vith him.” Then was the ſub-prior ſent for, 
th — he conferred a pretty while, till the ſub- 

O prior 
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prior wept ; who, going to the cardinal, told Mes 
that he came not to intercede for Wiſhart's life, h 
| to make known his innocency to all men ; at whi 
words the cardinal was very angry, ſaying; 
| knew long age what you were.” tor! 
| Preſently came two executioners to him from! 
| cardinal-; ene put on him a black linen coat, f 
| other brought him bags of powder, which they ti 
about ſeveral parts of his hody ; and ſo they brough 


him forth to the place of execution; over agzi 

| which place, the caſtle windows were hung ui 

rich hangings, and velvet cuſhions laid for the d 

dinal and prelates, who from thence were to fe 

their eyes with the torments of this innocent mz 

The cardinal, fearing leſt Wiſhart ſhould be reſcue 

by his friends, cauſed all the ordnance in the e- 

to be bent againſt the place of his execution, : 

commanded his gunners to ſtand ready all the tin 

of his burning. Then were his hands bound | 

hind his back, and ſo he was carried forth. Int 

way ſome beggars met him, aſking him his alms | 

God's fake: To wham he ſaid, My hands a 

« bound wherewith I was wont to give you alm 

< But the merciful Lord, who of his bounty 

ce abundant grace feeds all men, vouchſafe to gi 

« you neceſſaries, both for your bodies and ſouls: 

8 Then two friars met him, perſuading him to! 
| to our lady to mediate for him; to whom he 

ly ſaid, . Ceaſe, tempt me not, I entreat you: 

And ſo with a rope about his neck, and a chain 

bout his middle, he was led to the fire; then fall 

upon his knees, he thrice repeated; O thou 


< yiour of the world, have mercy- upon me; / 


* ' , 
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her of heaven, I commend my ſpirit into thy 
zoly hands.” Then turning to the people; he 
; Chriſtian brethren and fiſters, I beſeech 
you, be not offended at the word of God, for the 
torments which you ſee prepared for me; but I 
xhort you, that ye love the word of God for 
your ſalvation ; and ſuffer patiently, and with a 
omfortable heart, for the word's ſake, which is 
your undoubted ſalvation, and everlaſting com- 
fort, I pray you alſo ſhew- my brethren and 
ers, who have often heard me, that they ceaſe 
not to learn the word of God, ' which. I taught 
them, according to the meaſure of grace given 
me, for no perſecution or trouble in this world 
whatſoever; and ſhew them, that the doctrine 
vas no old wives fables, but the truth of God; 
1, for if 1 had taught men's doctrine, I ſhould have 
e in bad greater thanks from men: But for the word 
nd be of God's ſake IL now ſuffer, not forrowfully, but 
In i with a glad heart and mind. For this cauſe-E 
ms vas ſent, that I ſhould ſuffer this fire for Chriſt's 
ds fake; behold my face, you ſhall not ſee me change 
alnWoy countenance: I fear not the fire; and if per- 
ty u ecution came to you for the word's ſake, I pray 
0 gi you fear not them. that can kill the body, and have ng 
ſouls priver to hurt the ſoul.” Then he prayed for them, 


Of 


of heaven, forgive them that have, of ignorance 
: Wo of an evil mind, forged lies of me: I forgive 
ain chem with all my heart; I beſeech Chriſt to for- 
fall ve them, that have condemned me this day ig- 
norantly.”” Then turning to the people again, 
laid ; I beſeech you, brethren, exhort your 
| O2 « prelates. 


ER 
— 
— 


ho accuſed him; faying, ** I beſeech thee, Father 
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* prelates to learn the word of God, that they noi Bu 
*© be athamed to do evil, and learn to do good, 
#* elſe there ſhall ſhortly come upon them the un 
44 of God, which they ſhall not eſchew.“ Then 
executioner, upon his knees, faid, “ Sir, I pray n 
t forgive me, for I am not the cauſe of your death 
Wiſhart, calling him to him, kiſſed his cheeks, f 
ing, Lo here is a token that I forgive thee: \| 
44 heart, do thine office.” And fo he was tied 
the ſtake, and the fire kindled. 
The captain of the caftle coming near him, by 
| Him be of good courage, and to beg for him 
pardon of his fin ; to whom Wiſhart faid, © I 
* fire torments my body, but no whit abates 
<c ſpirits:“ Then, looking towards the carding 
he ſaid, (He, who, in ſuch ate from that his 
66 place, feeds his eyes with my torments, within 
* few days ſhall be hanged out at that fame wit 
dow, td be ſeen with as much ignominy, 3s | 
no leans there with pride:“ And fo his breat 
being ſtopped, he was. conſumed by the fire; n 
the caftle of St. Andrew's, in the year 1546. 
This prophecy was fulfyled ; when, after theca 
| Uinal was flain, the provoſt, raiſing the town, can 
to the caſtle gates, crying, © What have you de 
« with my lord cardinal ? Where is my lord ea 
se dinal?” To whom they within anſwered, *R 
c turn to your houſes, for he hath received his! 
* ward, and will trouble the world no more: B 
they ſtill oried, We will never depart till we 
<< him:” Then did the Lefleys hang him out 
that window, to ſhew. that he was En) and ſo ti 


people departed, ö : 
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But we will relate more particularly, from the 
otch hiſtorian, the circumſtances of the cardinal's 
ath, God (ſays he) left not the death of this holy 
an long unrevenged:: for the people generally ex- 
med againſt the eruelty uſed upon him; eſpeei- 
John Leſley (brother to the earl. of Rothes), 
d Norman Leſſey (his couſm), fell foul upon the 
dinal for it: But he thought himſelf ſtrong e- 
ugh for all Scotland, ſaying ;. *© Tuſhz a fig for 
the fools, and a button for the bragging of here- 
tics, Is not the lord governor mine, witneſs his 
eldeſt ſon for a pledge at my table? Have I nor 
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the queen at my devotion? Is not France my 
tes friend? Why ſhould I fear any danger?“ Yer 
dine had laid a deſign to-cut off ſuch as he feared and 


ted, which was diſcovered after his death, by let- 

ts and memorials found about him. He kept 
imſelf for kis greater ſecurity in his caſtle: And on 
Friday night, there came to the town of St. An- 
rew's, Norman Leſley, William Kirealdy, John 
elley, and ſome others; and on the Saturday 
orning they met together, not far from the caſtle, 
aiting 'till the gate was opened; and the draw- 
dge let down, for the receiving in-ſome lime and 
ind, to repair ſome decays about the caſtle ; which 
king done, Kircaldy,. with ſix more, went to the 
orter, falling-into-diſcourſe with him, till the Leſlies 
ame, alſo with ſome other company. The porter 
ing them, would have drawn up the bridge, but 
as prevented; and whilſt he endeavoured to keep 
nem out at the gate, his head was broken, and the 

s taken from him. The cardinal was aſleep in 
ed, for all night he had for his bedfellow, Mrs. 

O 3. Mary 
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out 


bers, who were above fifty, without hurting them, 


gold under ſomecoals in a fecret corner. Then he 


„ door.” Then ſaid John, „ That which was 
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Mary Ogleby, who was a little before gone from 
him out at the poſtern gate; and therefore the cu 
dinal was gone to his reſt. 


There was about one hundred workmen in 


do 
din 
a pr 
zen 


| caſtle; who, ſeeing what was done, cried out; but ce: 


without hurt, they were turned out at the wic 
gate. Then William Kircaldy went to ſecure thy 
poſtern, leſt the cardinal ſhould make an eſcape that 
way. The reft, going to the gentlemen's cham. 


nv 
j gel 
ler, 
nd 
pugh 
turned them all out at the gate. They, who under ent 
took this enterprize, were but eighteen men. Tha 
eardinal, being awakened with the noiſe, aſked o 
at the window, what was the matter? Anſxe 
was made, that Norman Leſley had taken his caſtle, 
Then did he attempt to eſcape by the poſtern ; bu 
finding that to be kept, he returned to his chamber; 
and, with the help of his chamberlain, fell to barri- 
cading the door with cheſts, and ſuch things. The 
came up John Leſley, and commanded him to open 
the door: The cardinal aſked, ©* who was there?” 
He anſwered, ** John Leſley.” The cardinal ſaid, ma 
« will have Norman, for he is my friend.“ 
Content yourſelf (faid the other) with thoſe tha 
« are here. And fo they fell to breaking open the 
door. In the mean time, the cardinal hid a box of 


faid to them; „Will ye fave my life?“ Jo 
Leſley anſwered, <* It may be that we will.” 
4% Nay (ſaid the cardinal), ſwear unto me by God's 
* wounds that you will, and then I will open the 


aid, is. unſaid;“ ſo he called for fire to burn don jud 
| 8 the 


door; whereupon the door was opened, and the 
dinal fat him down in his chair crying; I am 
a prieſt, I am a prieſt ; ye will not ſlay me!” — 
en John Leſley and another ſtruck him onee ot 


"OM 
vaſe 


n very familiar with Wiſhart, and of a modeſt 
gentle nature, perceiving them both to be in 
ler, plucked them back, ſaying; This work 
and judgment of God, although it be ſecret, 
pught to be done with great gravity.” And ſo 
ſenting him the point of his ſword, he faid, ©* Re+ 


T eat thee of thy former wicked life, but eſpeci- 
ou of ſhedding the blood of that noble inſtru- 
nel nent of God, Mr. George Wiſhart; who, tho? 
aftle Ne was conſumed. by the fire before men, yet cries 


t for vengeance upon thee; and we from God 
re ſent to revenge it; for hens, before my God 
arri- proteſt, that neither the hatred of thy perſon, 
he love of thy riches, nor the fear of any hurt 
open{MWhou couldſt have done me, moveth me to ftri 
re? lee; but only becauſe thou haſt been, and ill 
(aid, emaineRt, an obſtinate enemy againſt Jeſus Chriſt, 
nd his holy goſpel;“ and ſo he thruſt him thro' 
thai body; who, falling down, ſpake never a ward, 
n the ] am a pricſt, I ama rien; Fie, fie, * is 
ox oHone.“ 

ie conduct, however, of theſe Leleys, i is 2 no 
ns to be juſtified ; for killing men without law 
ndoubtedly murder, and a defiance of all civil 
tutions, - And, in a chriſtian view, it is till 
n theſſe unjuſtifiable ; for we are taught to ſuffer, and 
Wai to revenge, but to commit ourſelves to Him, 


down 
d judgeth righteouſl 21 
* * JOHN 
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ce: But Mr. James Melvin, a man that had 


* 1 
— Vows >”. «A 
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- Himſelf from, the ſuperſtitious ſervices in the cb 
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JOHN CALVIN. 


HIS eminent Reforther was born on the i 

of July, 1509, at Noyon, à city of Fra 

1 miles N. E. of Paris. His parents were G 
Calvin and Jane Francke, who enjoyed a dem 
fortune, and beſtowed on him a liberal educatic 
cauſing him to be inſtructed in the principles of 
reformed religion, by his kinſman Robert Oliren 
on which he gave himſelf to the ſtudy of the ſac 
feriptures, and began to abominate, and withd 


of Rome. 


At length he went to Geneva, without any pt 
poſe of ſtaying there. A little before, the go 
of Chriſt had been. very providentially brought i 
that city, by the labour and induſtry of two ein 
Tent men, William Farell, and Peter. Viret, wt 
Kbours God afterwards wonderfully bleſted d o 
proſpered. Calvin hearing of thefe ' worthy d 1: 
went to viſit them; to whom Mr. Farell, (bei 
man endowed with an heroieal ſpirit) ſpake an: 
great vehemency, and charged him to flay 


them at Geneva, and to help them-in the wor t he 


God. Calvin being moved with his earneſt pr ® 
rations, ſubmitted to the judgment of the preſby 
and of the magiftrates, by whoſe fuffrages, tog 
with the conſent of the people, he was choſen | 
feſſor of divinity. His ordinary. labours in that 
fice were theſe :— Every other ſabbath he pre, » 
twice ; Monday, Tueſday, arid Wedneſday, he ¶ Ne of 
his divinity lectures; every, Thurſday he alli 


rede 
„ he 
fliſte 
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conſiſtory, for the exerciſe of eccleſiaſtical diſci- 
e; on Fridays he read a lecture for the clearing 
ome hard places in ſcripture : Beſides which, he 
ote many commentaries upon thg ſcriptures ; an- 
red ſeveral: adverſaries to the truth; and wrote 
ers letters to ſundry places, of advice and diree- 
in weighty affairs; ſo that we have cauſę ts 
nder how it was poſſible for one man to under- 
e and perform ſo many buſineſſes. 
alvin was intimidated at nothing, and ſettled 
peace of Geneva. It would be difficult to be- 
e, that in the midſt of violent agitations at home, 
could ſhew fo much care, as he did, of the 
rches abroad, in France, England, Germany, 
Poland; and write ſo many books and letters. 
t there are inconteſtible proofs of it ; for he lived 
continual ation, and almoſt conſtantly with his 
n in his hand, even when ſickneſs confined him 
his bed; ariſing from his zeal for the general 
dd of the churches, He was a man on whom 
d had conferred extraordinary talents, a great 
of wit, an exquiſite judgment, a faithful memo- 
an able, indefatigable, and elegant pen; an ex- 
ive knowledge, and a great zeal for the truth; 
t he could not eſcape ſlander abroad, nor vppo+ 
© axxo t NERS 


\ltho” I wiſh to indulge my readers with the maſt 
King and affecting paſſages in the ſufferings and 
tyrdoms of the biſhops, and other eminent per: 
k, who :nobly. diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the 
ſe of Chrift, during the reign of queen Mary; 1 
ud exceed all proper bounds, were. I to infert 

here 
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here even ſo much as the principal points of | 
great man's life and labours. I ſhall, therefore, 
ly ſubjoin ſome account of the ſweet and peaced 
cloſe of his life. 


On December 19, 1562, (being the Lord's 
Calvin, then in bed, ſaid to ſeveral perſons au 
him ;—** I know not what the matter is; bu 
thought, laſt night, I heard drums beating) 
joud, and T'could not perſuade myfelf but it 
« ſo. Let us therefore go to prayer, for ſurely ſa 
great buſineſs is in hand.” And on that ver d 
a great battle was fought between the papiſts 
the proteſtants, not far from Paris; news when 
was brought to Geneva a few days after. 


In 1 564 he had a complication of diſeaſes upt 
him; yet no one heard him utter a word unbeca 
ing a chriſtian. All he uſed: to ſay was, lifting 
his eyes to heaven. How long, Lord?“ Andth 
words he often uttered in his health, when hep! 
of the calamities of his brethren, which always me 
afflicted him than his own. 


When his friends would have diſſuaded him, 
his ſickneſs, from dictating, but eſpecially from 
ting himſelf, he anſwered, © What, would 
* have me idle when my Lord comes?“ 


March 10. When all the miniſters of Gene 
came to ſee him, they found him ſitting at bis lit 
table, where he uſed to write and meditate.. As eva, 
as he ſaw them, rubbing his forehead: with his hat 
as he uſed to do when he ſtudied, with a che; 
countenance he ſaid, I give you hearty than 


K * dear brethren, for the great concern ny 
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Lord God hath appointed fhortly to take meg 
of this world: therefore have determined to mi 
*© my laſt will and teſtament in the form following 

«© Firſt, I give thanks to God, that, taking pi 
© on me, whom he created and placed in this word 
& he hath delivered me out of the deep darknel, 
« idolatry, into which I was plunged, and hy 
« brought me into the light of his goſpel, and ma 
© me a partaker of the doctrine of ſalvation, we ei 
& of I was moſt unworthy. And he hath not or 
« gently and graciouſly borne with my faults x 
e fins, for which I deſerved to be rejected of 
cc and caſt out, but hath: treated me with ſuch meet 


& neſs and mildneſs, that he hath vouchſafed to 
te my labours in preaching and publiſhing the tu! en 
« of his goſpel. And I witneſs and declare, th er 
ce intend to paſs the remainder of my life in the u e 
cc faith and religion which he hath delivered to 45 
6 by his goſpel; and not to ſeek any other aid, Mis! 
t refuge for falvation, than his free adoption, Mirth, 
&« which alone ſalvation reſteth. And, with lis c 
ce whole heart, I embrace the mercy which he HHectio 
ic uſed towards me, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake ; that 
ic his death and paſſion, ſatisfaction might be mi ri! 
4 for all my fins and crimes, by this means, and] he 
c remembrance of them be blotted out. I vit eceaſ 
te alſo and declare, that I humbly beg of him, e not 
& being waſhed and cleanſed in the blood of urel 
te higheſt Redeemer, ſhed for the fins of mankighf's5 of 
4 may ſtand at his judgment ſeat, under the ini Y, t! 
& of my Redeemer. | * W ei gem 
« Alſo J declare, that I have diligently end = 


ec youred, according to the meaſure of grace 
Wes 6 ceiz 
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ived, and the bounty which God hath uſed to- 
ards me, that I might preach his word holily 
ad purely, as well in ſermons as in commenta- 
ies, and other writings ; and interpret his holy 
ripture faithfully. 

© But, alas ! that ſtudy and zeal of mine (if wor- 
hy ſo to be called) have been ſo remiſs and lan- 
wiſhing, that, I confeſs, innumerable things have 
een wanting in me to the well performing of my 
uty. And, unleſs the immeaſurable bounty of 
zod had been preſent, my ſtudies had been vain 
nd vaniſhing. For which cauſes, I witneſs and 


eclare, that I hope for no other help for ſalva- 


on than this only; that ſeeing God is the Father 
f mercy, I truſt he hath ſhewed himſelf a Fa- 
her to me, who acknowledge myſelf a miſerable 
nner. ä 

* As for other things, after my departure out of 
his life, I would have my body committed to the 
arth, in that order and manner which is uſual in 
his church and city, till the bleſſed day of reſur- 
ection cometh, &c.“ | 


\pril 28, The miniſters of Geneva being with 
he ſpake thus to them : ** Brethren, after my 
eceaſe, ſtand faſt in this work of the Lord, and 
e not diſcouraged ; for the Lord will preſerve this 
hurch and commonwealth againſt the threaten- 
25 of the enemies. When I came firſt to this 
ty, the goſpel indeed was preached, but the ma- 
agement of things, with reſpeCt to it, was very 
oubleſome : many conceiving, that chriſtianity 
as nothing more than the demoliſhing of ima- 

P 6 ges. 
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ges. And there were not a few wicked per{ 
* from whom I. ſuffered many things. But y 
Lord our God ſo confirmed and ſtrengthened u 
who am not naturally bold, that 1 gave not pls 
to any of their attempts. I profeſs, brethren, f 
„J have lived with you in true love and fin 
charity; and thus I now depart from you, 
« you have found me any way pettiſh under: 
<< difeaſe, I crave your pardon ; and give you ve 
<< great thanks, that you have ſo borne, on ju 
part, the burden impoſed on me in the time 
my ſickneſs.” 


Having thus ſpoken, he gave his hand to each 
them, who then took their leave, ſorrowing a 
weeping. 


A while after, Calvin hearing that Viret, » 
was eighty years of age, and ſickly, was on his jc 
ney to viſit him, writ thus to ſtay him : 


« Farewel, my beſt and ſincereſt brother: : 
cc ſeeing God will have you to out-live me in 
< world, live mindful of our friendſhip ; for as 
c has been profitable to the church of God here, 
<« the fruit of it tarrieth for us in heaven. I wou 
not have you weary yourſelf for my ſake. [har 
ly draw my breath; and I expect daily when 
will wholly fail me. It is enough that U live: 
ce die to Chriſt, who is gain to his both in life 
* death. Again farewel.” May 11, 1564. 

Yet notwithſtanding this letter, the good old n 
came to Geneva; and, having fully conferred » 
Calvin, he returned to Newcome. - After wh 
Calvin. paſſed his remaining time almoſt wholly 

4 pray 
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yer, with his eyes towards heaven; while his 

ce often failee him by reaſom of the thortneſs of 
ed ll breath, 

e died May 27, 1564, aged 54 years, ro months 

r days. Beza had but juſt left him, when 

bin ſuddenly altered for death. On which, a 

ſenger was diſpatched after Beza, to bring hun 
ler t k; but thought Beza returned preſemly, Calvin, 
ue out a ſigh or groan, was fallewabeers | m a 
" "ore Bera could reach hin. 


he works of Calvin, publiſhed at Geneva, com- 
hended 12 vols. in folio; which the edition of 
pſterdam, 1667, has reduced to nine. His com- 
ntaries upon the bible are the moſt conſiderable 
t of his warks. But he gained moſt honour by 
t, vi © Chriſtian Inſtitution,” which was wrote in 
5 jouliWence of the proteſtant religion; and has been pub- 
d in the French, High Dutch, Low Dutch, 1 
an, Spatiifh, and Engliſh languages. | 


in 8iBeza wrote an admirable epitaph to the 2 
or his departed friend, which. is thus tranſlated : — 


| «If any aſk, why wverend Calvin, whom 
wc We july dle the dread vf talking Rowe, 
Ibu (Whoſe death the gopd with guſhing tears bewall, 
when And who, though dead, makes all the bad look pale, -* 
ive 88 From whom een virtue might more virtue learn, 
life And in his life all heav'nly grace diſcern), 

| Lies hid within ſo mean and ſtrait a grave, | 
While worthleſs mortals ſplendid tomb-ſtones have? 
Know ye, that modeſty, which was ally d q 


Always to Calvin living, when he dy'd, 

With her own hands; this manſſon did provide. 
O happy grave, enrich'd with ſuch a gueſt, 

65 proudett marbles envy, not pollels !” 
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but ſhe eſtabliſhed the reformation in her 
inions, Verifying in effect the ſaying of the pro- 

that queens ſhould be the nurſing mothers of 


— church of God; though, at that time, ſhe was 
q . ced and territied all manner of ways; being 
ed to be deprived of ber kingdom and eſtates, 


condemned at leaſt to perpetual impriſonment. 
t be ſtrange that the queen of Navarre was ſo 
aunted as not to fear ſuch dangers, which ſhe 
perfectly acquainted: with; it is ſtill more ſur- 
ing that ſhe maintained herſelf, ſurrounded as 
was by two powerful princes, the king of Spain 
one ſide, and the king of France on the other, 
h poſſeſſed with ſuelx a cruelty againſt the proteſ- 
ts, as has but few examples; both incited and 
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y her ſaidi huſband ſhe had Henry, the fourth 
hat name, king of France by his father's right; 
| the ſecond-of that made, king of ad by 
mother's. 


his illuſtrious proteſtant queen was 9 
d a conſent to 2 propoſed match between her ſors 
| the king of | France's ſiſter, the lady Margaret: 
er many debates concerning the lawfulneſs and 
tediency of the marriage, at length, by the fair 


0 ther, and by the judgment of ſome of her pro- 
wo I divines in favour of it, while ſome of them 
luke re much againſt it, ſhe agreed to it. The king 


France having infiſted on the nuptials being, Ce- 
nted at Paris, as the celebration of them there, 
urged,. would. have the beſt countenance for 
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mated by-the ſtrong ſolicitations of the court of 


— — 


| ſpecious pretences of the king and the queen- 
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rhe general ſatisfaction. This was likewiſe a8 
to. 5 

The good queen arrived at Paris, in order toy 
tend theſe nuptials; little thinking, that the gl 
and ftrength of the proteſtants, which attended 
on this occaſion, was to be made a ſacrifice tot 
infernal cruelty of the popiſh- party, and that} 
herſelf (ſhould be the firſt victim. Happy was | 


however, for this godly queen, that it pleaſed G 4 
to permit her to be removed by death, a few ve he 
before the horrible maſſacre of the proteſtants, m. 
Paris, was put into execution ; for had ſhe lived! 20 
that period, her grief muſt have been inconſolab vt 
It appears moſt evident, that the ſcheme of thi 
French court in procuring the aforementioned n wi 
rials to be celebrated at that city, was projected vi to 
the ſole view of collecting together the princgl Sh 
defenders of the proteſtant religion, in order to mi the 
der them at once, hoping thereby to put a (op {ll wo 
the progreſs of the reformation :—for, in one nig yet 
the king and the duke of Guiſe being the lead be 
near 10, ooo proteſtants were cruelly ſlain. mit 
But, to return to the life of this good queen cor 


The queen- mother hating her, and not finding i the 
der what colour fhe might diſpatch her with diat 
reſt, and fearing the greatneſs of her ſpirit, in TJ "2 
ſhe ſhould ſurvive them, conſulted with one ReH Fed 
an Italian, by whofe deviliſh help (he -brought [ at 
wicked purpoſe: to paſs. This Rene fold the quay ng 
of Navarre certain perfumes, with which he ming © | 
led a poifon of ſuch a nature, that acting only live 
perfume, it was the cauſe of her death, And alt 
wards he was heard to brag of it, 
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The queen ſoon fell ſick of a continued fever; 
e ſettled her affairs, and gave excellent advice to 
r ſon, eſpecially concerning religion. 

To her divines who were about her, ſhe faid : 4 E 
take all this as ſent from the, hand of God, my 
moſt mereiful Father. Nor have I, during this 
extremity, feared to die; much leſs murmured a- 
gainſt God for inflicting this chaſtiſement upon 


an 0 
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me; knowing, that whatſoever he does with me, 
wee he fo orders it, as that in the end it ſhall turn to 
nts, my everlaſting good. As for this life, I am in a 
ved i good meaſure weaned from it by the afflictions 
olab which have followed me from my early years ta 
of M this day; and the more ſo, becauſe I cannot live 
2d ny 


without offending my God, with whom 1 deſire 
to be with my whole heart.” . 


She faid, *© She was indeed ſomewhat anxious for 
the children which:God had given her, as they 


rincig 
tom 


top Wl would be deprived of her in their younger years; 
e ni yet (Me added) I doubt not bur God himſelf will 
leadei i be their father and protector, as he hath ever been 


mine in my greateſt afflictions; and therefore I 
commit them wholly to Ris government and fa- 
therly care, I believe that Chriſt is my only Me- 
diator and Saviour; and I look for ſalvation from 
no other, knowing, that he bath abundantly ſatiſ- 


ueen, 
ling u 
vith t 


ine 

e Rel fied for the fins of all his people; and therefore 
geht L am aſſured, that God, for his ſake, and accord- 
1e quoi ng to his gracious promiſe in him, will have mer- 

e min ©) upon me. O my God, in thy good time de- 
ay liver me from this body of death, and from the 


miſeries of this preſent life, that may no more 
offend thee, and that I may attain to the felicity 
* which 


nd aftt 


& crucified; as Raving died for her fins; and roſe 
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«which thou in thy word haſt promiſed to beſly 
upon me.“ 

And when the faw ber ladies and women wee 
ing about her bed, ſhe blamed them, - faying 
* Weep not for we, I pray you; for God doth; M re 
this ſiekneſo, call me hence to enjoy a better lif arg 
And now I ſhall enter into the deſired haven, t 
« wards which this frail veſſel of mine hath been 
long time ſteering.” 

\ The divine in waiting then aſked her, Wheth 
& ſhe placed her whole truſt and corifidence in Chii 


gain for her juſtification ?”'” To this the god 
queen afiſwered, That ſhe expected ſalvation 
* righteouſneſs, and Jife, „only from her Saviour ſe 
„ ſus Chriſt ; being aſſured that his merit alone di 
* abundantly ſuffice as a ſatisfaction for all her ſin ing 
< notwithſtanding they were innumerable.” 

She ſweetly yielded up her ſpivit into the hands 
God, June , 1 572, the ſixth day after ſhe fell ſick 
Aged 44- 

To obviate and remove all ſuſpicions of her beit 
poiſoned, which ſome circumſtances of her ſickne 
and death might occaſion, the court ordered hy 
body to be opened, and inſpected by ſeveral perſa 
learned in phyſic, and expert in ſurgery ; who foun 
her heart and liver very ſound, but ſome ſchirrou 
neſs on one ſide of her lungs: but her head, whe 
the poiſon had wrought, they might not open; 
ſo the wickedneſs was concealed. my fe 
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E was great admiral of France, and was flain 
in the Pariſian maſſacre, Aug. 24, 1572+ As 
relude to which maſlacre, three bullets were diſ- 
arged on the admiral, through a lattice window, 
he was coming from court : One of them brake 
e fore-finger of his right band, and the other two 
rced his left arm. ) 
The admiral ſhewed {rented of chriſtian cous 
ge when the ſurgeon cut off his finger and lanced 
wounds: For the operation put him to ſuch 
in, that his friends about him ſhed tears; but he 
atio, „My friends, Why do you weep ? 1 judge 
myſelf happy that I bear theſe wounds for the 
cauſe of my God. Theſe wounds are God's bleſ- 
ſings. ' The ſmart indeed is troubleſome ; but I 
acknowledge the will of my Lord God in it : And 
| bleſs his Majeſty, who hath been pleaſed thus to 
honour me, and to lay any pain upon me for his 
holy name's ſake, Let us beg of him, that he 
bein vill enable me to perſevere to the end 
His chaplain, Monſieur Merlin, telling him, that 
afflictions and calamities which happen to God's 
dren uſe to quicken them to prayer, the admi- 
with an audible voice and fervent ſoul, poured 
ira this prayer to God: - O Lord God, and my 
wheiheavenly Father, — mercy upon me, for thy 
ender merey's fake. Remember not againſt me 
my former inĩquities, neither charge me with the 
Ins of my youth. If thou, Lord, ſhould ſtrictly 
| ark what is done amiſs, or ſnouldſt impute to 
4 cc us 
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166 COLIN LUS. 
us our breach of covenant, what fleſh could fr 
before thee, or endure thin anger! As for n 
e diſclaiming all falſe gods and worſhip, I only q 
upon thee, the eternal Father of our Lord jd 
* Chriſt, and worſhip thee alone. For Chrilf 
<* fake, I beſeech thee to beſtow thy holy Spirit up 
*© me, and to give me the grace of patience. I on 
50 truſt in thy mercy: All my hope and confideng 
eis placed in that alone. Whether thou pleaſe 
* to inflict preſent death upon e, or to ſpare n 
5+ life: to do thee further ſervice; behold, Lord, 
um prepared to ſubmit to thy will in either: N 
* doubring,. but if:thou ſhalt pleaſe to inflict den 
„ upon me, thou wilt. preſently admit me into 
b everlaſting kingdom. But if, Lord, thou (ha 
$< ſuffer me to live: langer bete, grant, O moſt he 
« venly Fatber, that I may paſs. all the remainder 
* my days in advancing thy glory, and in obſer 
and ſticking cloſe. to thy true religion. Amen, 


Soon after the admiral had been thus wounded Ba 
the king and the queen · mother viſited him; v tal 
WI 


the admiral dealt very freely and: faithfully with t 
king ; repreſenting ad him with chriſtian zeal a 
indignation, the many abominations and outrigt 
which were committed witch impunity... The ki 
defired him not to be ſo earneſt in the matter, a8 
would by that means render his condition the ms 
dangerous; | and, with the greateſt diffiqulatic 
profeſſed the higheſt regard for him, and the great 
abhorrence of that murderous aſſault upon hit 
faying, I ſwear by God's death, that I will ſop 
E niſh for this wicked deed, that the memory ol 
„ ſhall. go down to the lateſt poſterity - - 
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he king ordered the admiral to be removed to 
; caſtle, under the colour of concern for his ſafety; 
d that the catholics ſhould remove from all the 
aces round about, in order to make room for the 
'teſtants to be near him, in caſe of farther danger. 
All this while the helliſh-plot had been laid, to 
e all the proteſtants at Paris murdered together: 
rin the middle of the night of the 23d of Auguſt, 
equeen mother, fearing the king's wavering tem- 
„ who was ſo ſenſibly ſtruck with horror at the 
fign, as to appear ſomewhat irreſolute about it, 
roved him for cowardice; and told him, he would: 
his delays loſe a fair opportunity offered him from 
od, for the utter extirpation of his enemies. The 
g, rouſed by the awakening charge of cowardice, 
mediately ordered the plot into execution ;' and 
2 queen-mother, inftantly laying hold of the or- 
r, directed the little bell in St. Germain's to be 
ng an hour before day- light of the 24th, the day 
Bartholomew, and the Lord's-day, as à ſignal 
falling on the proteſtants. * 
When the good admiral. was apprized of it by his 
rant, who told him there was no reſiſting, he ſaid, 

[ have prepared myſelf for death a good white: 
azo. Shift for yourſelves, if poſſibly you can; 
Ince your endeavours to help me would be vain. 
e mul commend my foul into God's hands.“ And it 
s obſerved, that the admital's countenance was na 
Ire troubled than'if rio danger had been at hand. 


Thuanus relates his Wards thus :. 4 1 perceive 
hat is doihg. F was never afraid of death; and 
L am ready to endure it patiently, as I have long 
Ince 1 myſelf fot it. I bleſs God I ſhalF 

« die 
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| tered the chamber; who, ſeeing the admiral ſeated 
ſaid, Are not you the admiral?” 1 am ( ſaid he 
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« die in the Lord, through whoſe grace I am ell. 
ed to a hope of everlaſting life. IT now need u 
* longer any help of man. You, therefore, n 
* friends, get you hence as ſoon as you can; lef 
you be involved in my calamity, and your wing 
„ hereafter ſay, that I was the cauſe of your deſtry 
tion. The preſence of God, to whoſe goodnel 
J commend my foul, which will preſently fly ol 
© of my body, is abundantly ſufficient for me.” 
Then all his company got into an upper roo 
and crept out at a window upon the tiles; and, h 
the benefit of the night, ſome eſcaped. 


One Beheme, a German, was the firſt that en 


* but you, young man, ſhould have regard tom 
© hoary head and old age.” But Beheme ſtruc 
him with his ſword, and was the firſt who embrug 
his hands in the admiral's blood. | 

Then Coſſin, Atinius, and the reſt, followed, an 
ſlew him by many wounds. This Atinius repote ben 
afterwards, that he never ſaw a man, in ſuch immi 
nent danger, bear out death with fo great a conſtanc 

The duke of Guiſe ordered his body to be thro 
out at the window, that the people might be aſſur 
it was he. His head was cut off, and ſent to | 
king and queen- mother; who got it embalmed, a 
ſent it as a preſent to the pope. His body was dra 
ged about the ſtreets for three days together. 

Such was the end of this brave man, who was f 
firſt nobleman, in all France, that profeſſed himſel con 
proteſtant, and a defender of the proteſtant cauſe. ppl 


. JOH 
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JOHN FOX. 


HIS eminent hiſtorian was born at Baſton, in 
Lincolnſhire, of honeſt and reputable parents, 
$517; the very year that Luther began to oppoſe 
errors of the church of Rome. His father dy- 
when he was very young, and his mother mar- 
g again, he fell under the guardianſhip of a fa- 
r-in-law, with whom he dwelt till the age of 
teen, Then he was entered of Brazen-Noſe 
lege, in Oxford: and, in May, 1538, took the 
ree of bachelor of arts. 

e diſcovered in his younger years a genius for 
try, and wrote in an elegant ſtile ſeveral Latin 
nedies ; the ſubjects of which were taken from 
ſcriptures. He afterwards applied himſelf to 
ſtudy of divinity, with ſomewhat more ferven 

n circumſpeCtion ; and diſcovered himſelf in fa- 
r of the reformation then in hand, before he was 
pwn to thoſe who maintained the cauſe, or were 
immlWbility to protect the maintainers of it. 


n order to make himſelf a ſufficient judge of the 
troverſies which then divided the church, his 
care was to ſearch diligently into the ancient 


to N modern hiſtory of it; to learn its beginning, by 
ed, t means it flouriſhed, and by what errors it be- 
15 drag to decline; to conſider the cauſes of thoſe con- 


erſies and diſſenſions which had ariſen in the 
was HM rch, and to weigh attentively of what moment 
11 (cl conſequence they were to religion. To this end 
ipplied himſelf with ſuch zeal and induſtry, that 

| Q (4s 
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(as we are told in his life) before he was thirty ye 
of age, he had read over all the Greek and Latin 
thers, the ſchoolmen, the councils, the conſiſtor | 
and had alſo acquired a competent ſkill in the & 
brew language. But from this {tri& application] 
day and by night; from his forſaking his friends 
the moſt ſolitary retirement; from the great troy 
and concern of his mind, and above all for his 
ſenting himſelf from the public worſhip, aroſe ſuſ 
cions of his alienation from the church; in which! 
enemies being ſoon confirmed, he was accuſed; 
condemned of hereſy, expelled his college, 
thought to have been favourably dealt with that! 
eſcaped with his life. This was in 1545. 
_ His friends were greatly diſpleaſed at him,: 
afraid to countenance or protect one condemned 
a capital offence; and his father-in-law took 
handle from hence to withhold Mr. Fox's pate 
eſtate from him; thinking, probably, that he vl 
ſtood in danger from the law himſelf, would wi 
difficulty find relief from it. Being thus forſak 
by his friends, he was reduced to great diltr 
when he was taken into the houſe of Sir Tho 
Lucy, of Warwickſhire, to be tutor to his childr 
Here he married a citizen's daughter of Covent 
and continued in Sir Thomas's family till his ch 
dren were grown up; after which he ſpent ſo 
time with his wife's father at Coventry. He 
moved to London a few years before king Hen 
death; where, having neither employment nor} 
ferment, he was again driven to great neceſſities 
diſtreſs. He was relieved, however, from this i ir 


moſt * manner. His ſon telts us, in his YWW% 
- | thn 
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r's life, prefixed to the As and Monuments, that, 
he was ſitting one day in St. Paul's church, ual 


ity yea 
Latin 


ſiſtorel nt with long faſting, bis countenance pale, an 

the Heyes hollow, there came to him a perſon whom 
ation never remembered to have ſeen before; who, 
ends (ing down by him, accoſted him very familiarly, 


t troud 
r his 4 
le (uf 


put into his hands an untold ſum of money; 
ding him to be of good chear, to be careful of 
ſelf, and to ule all means to prolong his life, for 


hich e in a few days new hopes were at hand, and 
\ſed IM means. of ſubſiſtence. Mr. Fox tried all me- 
pe, ods to find out the perſan, by whom he was ſa 
that Wlonably relieved from extreme neceſſity, but in 


in; however, the prediction was fulfilled : for 


m, chin three days he was taken into the ſervice of 


ned WF: ducheſs of Richmond, to be tutor to her ne- 
took New the earl of Surry's children; who, upon the 
pate mmitment of the earl and his father the duke of 


orfolk to the tower, were ſent to be educated un- 
r the care and inſpection of the ducheſs of Rich- 
ond. - | 

In that family Mr. Fox lived, at Ryegate, in 
y, during the Jatter part of king Henry's reign, 
d the ſix years reign of king Edward VI. and a 
of queen Mary's reign ; when a great perſecu- 
n ariſing, Mr. Fox was protected by one of his 


he wl 
Id wi 
orlake 
ſiſtre 
"ho 
1ildre 
vent 
is eh 


t H pils, then duke of Norfolk. But when Mr. Fox 
He all ſorts of perſons perſecuted forthe fake of re- 
Jen 


pion, and that Gardiner,. biſhop of Wincheſter, 
4 his enemy, he. began to think of a ſpeedy way 
r his eſcape : And the duke hearing of it, diſſuad- 
him from it, and affirmed that it would not be 
ourable. for him to ſuffer his tutor, ſo well de- 
| Q2 ſerving 


or f 
ies 
vis | 


his! 


the 
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ferving at his hands, to be taken from him, | 
told him that in flying he would be expoſed ton 
ny evils, particularly to poverty and contempt; a 
though theſe were lefs evils than death, yet it a 
not come to ſuch extremity, neither would he ſuf 
that it ſhould ; ſaying, ** That he had yet welt 
« favour, and friends, and the advantage of be 
© in his houſe; and if the perſecution prevails 
*© that he himſelf would partake of the ſame: Th 
* he remembered with what inſtructions he had fo 
< tified his younger years, nor had he with my 
attention hearkened thereto, than he would wit 
** conſtancy put them in practice.“ 


But when the duke perceived that he could 
longer protect him from the perſecuting ſpirit ( 
Gardiner, he provided all things neceſſary for 
going abroad, ſending to Ipſwich to hire a im 
(hip; and whilſt all things were preparing, he 
him to a farm-houſe of one of his ſervants, with h 
wife, the companion of his travels, 'who would n 
be perſuaded to ſtay behind him. 


The ſhip had ſcarce weighed anchor, when fud 
denly a great ſtorm at ſea riſing, the ſailors were i 
prehenſive of great danger; and with much difficu 
ty, the next day in the evening, they arrived in 
ſame haven from whence they ſet out. In the me 
time a meſſenger, with a warrant from the biſhop 
Wincheſter, had ſearched the farm, and purſue 
him to Ipſwich ; but finding that the ſhip was 
ready ſailed, returned towards London, Mr. Fe 
being informed of this as ſoon as he came aſho 
preſently went on horſeback out of town; and 
fame night returning, he agreed with the maſter 
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ſkip to fail when the wind ſhould ſerve; and the 
\ ſetting out in the ſilence of the night, two days 
r, thro' the mercy of God, he at length eſcaped 
his wife, then big with child, got over to Newy 
Haven, travelled to Antwerp and Frankfort, 
from thence to Baſil, in Germany, where great 
bers of er ſubjects reſorted i in thoſe times 
his city, by correQing the peaks for 898 
brated printer; and it was here he laid the plan 
his famous work, intitled, _ The Hiſtory of _ 
ts and Monuments of the Church.” 

\ſter queen Elizabeth was ſettled on the thrones; 
the proteſtant religion well eſtabliſhed, be re- 
ned to his native country,.where-he found a very 
hful friend in his noble pupil the Duke of Nor- 
who maintained him at his houſe, and ſettle 
nfion on him, which was afterwards confirme 1 
his ſon the earl of Suffolk. 

Mr. Fox was remarkable for his humanity, piety; 
rity, zeal for religion, and intenſe application to 
duties-of-his function. He died April the 18th, 
7, in the 7oth year of his age, and was buried 
the chancel of St. Giles, Cripplegate. 


iff 

7 ** He wrote ſeveral books; but the principal} and. 
e mel neſt of his works is, The Hiſtory of the Ads: 
ſhopt and Monuments of the Church,” commonly call- 


Fox's Book of bor gal It was firſt pub- 
ed at London, 1 56 Þ in one thick volume in 


lo; ſeveral editions of which have been ſince pub- 
ed. 


Mr. Strype tells us, that when this book was firſt 
wliſned, gut author was thought “ to have done 
Q3 very 


_- = JOHN FOX. 
very exquiſite ſervice to the proteſtant caul, 
© ſhewing from abundance of ancient books, ry 
<< ters, records, and choice manuſcripts, the | 
*< croachments of popes, papalins, and the ſtoutt 
* poſitions that were made by good and len 
<< men, in all ages and countries againſt them; 
<< eſpecially under king Henry VIII. and queen 
gere in England : preſerving to us the mem 
c of thoſe holy men and women, thoſe biſhops 
« divines, together with their hiſtories, acts, ſuſt 
*< ings, and their conſtant deaths, willingly und 
** gone for the ſake of Chrift and his goſpel, andi 
*< refuſing to comply with popifh doctrines and 
«« perftitions.” | 

Archbiſhop Whitgift ſtiles Mr. Fox a won 
man; and tells Mr. Cartwright, the puritan, f 
he had read over his Acts and Monuments fromt 
one end to the other; and declares, that heb 
very diligently and faithfully laboured in this m 
ter, and ſearched out the truth of it as learne 
sas any man has done.” 


be papiſts in the mean time were very angr) 
the publication of his hiſtory of the martyrs, 
which their eruelties and impoſtures were ſo fully 
poſed; and accardingly did all. they could to 
the credit of it and its author.— They called 
« Fox's Golden Legend.“ Nevertheleſs, his worl 
allowed to be very faithfully written g and ſo it! 
been found by thoſe, who have the moſt accural 
ſearched the regiſters he uſed. *© 


IDwðwA 1 
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HIS excellent prince was the ſon of. king 
Henry VIII. and queen Jane Seymour, who 
delivered of him at Hamptpn-Court, Ott. 12, 
37, but not without the opening of her body, of 
ich ſhe died two days after. Queen Jane was 


ſe of great grief to the king. 


Henry VIII. died Jan. 28, 1547 ; and was ſuc- 
ded by this his only ſon, who had then entered 
tenth year of bis age. 


His father in his will had named 16-perſons to be 
governors. of the kingdom, and of his ſon's per- 
, till he ſhould be 18 years of age. Out of theſe 
duke of Somerſet, his uncle, was choſe princi- 
governar of the king's-perſon, and protector of 
kingdom, with this. reſtriction, that he ſhould 
nothing but by the advice of the reſt. 


In the firſt year of his reign, the Scots refuſing to 


* ry their young queen to him, (according to their 
* pmiſe, in his father's life-time) the duke of So- 
to r{et entered Scotland, with an ar my of 15, ooo foot 


| 2000 horſe, and. fought them in Pinckney field, 


re killed, and 1,500 taken priſoners; among 
om were ſeveral noblemen, and oo gentlemen. 
e are told, that the Scots alſo loſt all their artil,. 

that the whole ſurface of the ground was co- 
ed with ſpears and ſwords ; the river Eſk, and 
tral petty brooks, were ſwelled with the blood of 
the 


Al 


ch beloved by Henry, ſa that her death was the 


ar Muſſelborough ; in which battle 14,000- —— | 
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the ſlain, inſomuch: that, when the ſlaughter was 
ver, the very ſoldiers were aſhamed of their own cry 
elty : and that the Engliſh. did not loſe above fifty 


horſemen, and their infantry did not ſtrike 
ſtroke. 


With reſpe& to the perſon. of this youjy 
king, we are told that he was very beautify 
of a ſweet aſpect; eſpecially in his eyes, which ſeem 
od to have a ſtarry livelinefs and luftre in them. 
For proof of his merciful diſpoſition; the following 
inſtance may be ſufficient: One Joan Bocher, 
ignorant woman, being accuſed of hereſy and bla 
phemy, (though, as Burnet obſerves, her behaviou 
rather ſhewed her to be a proper ſubject for confine 
ment in a mad-houſe, than to be put to death 2 
Heretic and a blaſphemer)-all the council could nc 
prevail with him to ſign the warrant for her bein 
burnt, till Archbiſhop Cranmer, and others, at li 
overperſuaded him to do it, by uſing many argu 
ments. When he had ſigned his name for th 
purpoſe, with tears in his eyes, he ſaid, If I ha 
done wrong, Cranmer, you ſhall anſwer it at 
day of judgment,” 
"He had a pregnancy of wit and learning; 3 
well underftood the Latin, Greek, Italian, Frenck 
and other languages; the firſt of which he cou 
ſpeak very fluently. He uſed generally to ſet do 
in the Greek language, ſuch obſervations and n 
marks, for his own uſe, as lie wifhed to be kept 
cret from thoſe who were about him. He was a 
a a conſiderable philoſopher ; had much knowled 
as a politician ; knew the ſtate of foreign courts? 


princes, and would frequently. anſwer. the . d, \ 


* 
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rs, on 2 ſudden, very fluently in French, Latin, 
e. He was well acquainted with the ſituation of 
| the ports and harbours in the kingdom, and knew 
e depth-of the water at each of them. He could 
|| all gentlemen of account in his kingdom by 
eir names: and all this, before he had attained 
e age of fifteen years; fo that he was even a mi- 
cle and prodigy of art and nature. 


But, above all, that which will render his memo- 
ever dear to all true proteſtants, and ſincere Chriſ- 
ns, was his early piety, and ſteady and uniform 
achment to the reformed religion. During his 
noußz en, ſhort as it was, the reformation from popery 
nt on very vigorouſly in England; and many emi- 
t miniſters from foreign parts, who took refuge 
this kingdom, from the ſtorm of popith perſecu- 
n, were protected by him, and employed to preach 
the univerſities, and other places. He alſo main- 
apa ned a literary correſpondence with the great Cal- 
, at Geneva, and other reformers, abroad. He 
ſed the images in London to be burnt, and re- 
at ved many of the enfigns of popery out of the 
urches. A book of homilies was compoſed, for 
inſtruction of the people. The Engliſh bible 
rend up in all pariſh- churches, and injunctions 
 coullfbliſhed againſt praying to ſaints, and for the 


s; maſſes, dirges, and all the trumpery of the 
miſh church. Biſhops Bonner, Gardiner, Tun- 
as . Heath, and Day, were deprived of their biſhop- 


wel], for oppoſing theſe injunctions. The orthodox 


tales of the church of England were now com- 
nbd, which were then forty-two in number; but 
18 ; in 


d; and from the uſe of beads, aſhes, and proceſ- 
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in queen Elizabeth's reign ſome few alterations w 
made, and they were reduced to thirty- nine. 
review of the Common-prayer-book alfo took play 
and it was put in the ſame order and method; 
which it continues to this day, excepting a few iy 
conſiderable variations that have been made ſinct. 


The following inftance is given, among many oh p 
thers that might be mentioned, of the zeal of tif ſo 
prince for the proteſtant religion. In the beginninfiWung 
of his reign, Charles I. emperor of Germany uM fuct 
king of Spain, having requeſted that leaye might n 
given to the lady Mary (afterwards queen Mary) Need 
have maſs ſaid in her houſe ; and the council har tene 
ſent the biſhops Cranmer and Ridley to the lin ter 
to intreat him, for certain ſtate reaſons, to grant lar 
The king, haying heard all they cauld ſay on i In 
matter, gave them ſuch grave and ſound anſwer befo 
fupported by fcripture, againſt any ſuch permiſſa i bein: 
that the biſhops could not reply. However, th with 
continued to preſs him not to diſoblige the empemi kat 
as ſuch a ſtep might have very had conſequene ¶ prog 
The king bade them be fatisfied ; and told theſ he h: 
„% He was reſolved rather to loſe his hfe, and all i an 
© he had, than agree to that which, he knew va (whe 
$ certainty to be againſt the truth. NotwithſtangWQing u 
ing which, the biſhops continuing their inſtaneſ an in 
the king at length burſt into tears; witneſſing to a c 
tenderneſs for the truth, and his zeal for the fai lungs 
ful defence of it, by much weeping ;. which the by fo: 
ſhops no ſooner ſaw, than they wept as fait as HUꝭ - 


wok leave, and withdrew. And, in their ret 
meeting with Mr. Cheek, Who had à very? 
ſhare in the king's education, archhiſhop CT 
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K him by the hand, and ſaid, (Ah, Mr. Cheek, 


J you-rhay be glad all the days of your life that you 
a have ſuch a ſcholar; for he hath more divinity 
od Win his little finger than we have in our whole 


W 1h bodies.” 

It was not at all to be wondered at, that the po- 
n party ſhould uſe their hellifh projects to get rid 
ſo great a friend to the proteſtants, as was this 
anal ung king; eſpecially as they had fo fair a proſpect 
12 ſucceeding in their perſecuting deſigns, under the 
jon of Mary, who was the next heir to the throne, 
deed, it ſeems pretty evident that his end was 
zul ened by poiſon, from Baker's account of this 
ter, as recorded in his Chronicle of the _—_ of 
gland, which is as follows ;— 


n In the 6th year of his reign, which was the year 
before he died, he fell ſick of the meaſles; and 
being recovered of them, he was foon after viſited 
with the fmall pox; but was raiſed up alſo from 
peri that diſorder. The ſummer following he rode a 
nf progreſs, with a greater magnificence than ever 
thee he had done before, having in his train no fewer 
than four thoufand horſe. In January following 
y wil (whether procured by ſiniſter practice, or grow- 
ing upon him by natural infirmity) he fell into 
an indifpofition of body, which ſoon after grew 
to a cough, proceeding from a diſorder on the 
lungs: Whereupon a rumour was fpread abroad 
by ſome, that a noſegay had been given him on 
new-year's-day; which brought him into this flow 
but deadly eonſumption: By others, that it was 
done by a clyſter. However it was, he was 
P_ a lo great extremity, that his phy- 
c & fictans 
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« ſicians deſpaired of his life: and when phyſicin 
% could do him no good, a gentlewoman (thou 
& to have been prepared for the purpoſe) took hin 
* in hand, and did him hurt: for with her app 
<« cations his legs ſwelled, his pulſe failed, his fa 
* changed colour, and many other ſymptom | 
approaching death appeared.” 

In the time of this good king's illneſs, Dr. Ri 
ley, in a ſermon before him, much commends 
works of charity; and ſhewed, that as they wereer 
joined on all men, ſo eſpecially on thoſe in high | 
tions. The ſame day, after dinner, the king ſen 
for the doctor into his gallery, made him fit in 
chair by him, and would not ſuffer him to be una 
vered. Then, after thanking the doctor for hi 
ſermon, he repeated the chief heads of it, and adde 
« I took myſelf to be chiefly touched by your di 
« courſe; for as in the kingdom I am next unde 
« God, ſo muſt I moſt nearly approach to him 
« goodneſs and mercy. As our miſeries ſtand md 
t in need of help from him, ſo are we the great 
« debtors: And therefore, as you have given r 
& this general exhortation, direct me, I intreat yo 
„by what particular act I may beſt diſcharge n 
« duty.” 

The biſhop being aſtoniſhed, as well he mig| 
declared to the king, That he was not prepare 
« at preſent to anſwer ſo weighty a queſtion ; but 
« his majeſty pleaſed, he would conſult with ti 
« city of London, and return him their anſwer.” 
In conſequence of this, the poor were ranked 
three claſſes ; for each of which, the king gave lon 
houſes and lands, and founded the Blue-coat {choc 
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, Bartholomew's Hoſpital, in Smithfield, and the 
ridewell, by Fleet-ditch ® ; which being done, he 
anked God, for prolonging his life to finiſh that 
ſineſs. 


up 


But, alas ! this pious prince, of whom England 
25 not worthy, was ſoon to be removed from his 
rthly throne, to be crowned with never-fading 


ory. 
About three hours before his death, with his eyes 


oſed, and judging that none heard him, he offered 
the following prayer: — 


« Lord God, deliver me out of this miſerable 
and wretched life, and take me among thy choſen : 
Howbeit, not my will but thy will be done. 
Lord, I commit my ſpirit to thee. O Lord, 
thou knoweſt how happy it were for me to be 
with thee ; yet for thy choſen's ſake, ſend me life 
and health, that I may truly ſerve thee, O my 
Lord God, bleſs thy people, and fave thy inheri- 
tance. O Lord God, ſave thy choſen people of 
England, O my Lord God, defend this realm 
from popery, and maintain thy true religion, that 
and my people may praiſe thy holy name, for 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt his ſake.” 


Then turning his face, and ſeeing ſome near him, 
R he 


Several other ſchools were alſo mſtituted and endowed by this 
dg, in different parts of the kingdom. Alſo, in the third year 
his reign, Sir Rowland Hill, the then lord-mayor of London, 
tied a cauſeway to be made from Dunchurch to Branſen, im. 
awickſhire, about three miles in length, and gave twenty 
ads towards the building of Ryton-bridge, three miles diſtant 
* Coventry, | 
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he ſaid, © Are you ſo nigh? I thought you had 
e been farther off.“ 


His laſt words were, „I am faint. Lord hs 
*© mercy upon me, and take my ſpirit.” Thus diet 
this bleſſed king, our young Joſias, July 6, 1553 
in the 16th year of his age. 


Mr. Bradford, the martyr, ſaid of this exce 
Tent prince, That he judged him to be the holieſ 
and godlieſt man in the realm of England.“ 


I will cloſe the narrative of the life and actions q 
this eminent monarch, with the following circum 
ance, as it will ſerve ſtill farther to evince his loye 
zeal, and firm attachment to the proteſtant cauſe. 


An inſurrection being made in the Weſt, inf: 
vour of popery, and certain articles being ſent by 
the rebels to the king, he ſent them a full anſwer 
from which we have taken the following paragraph 


C Aflure yourſelves, that we make account of no 
<« thing under heaven ſo much as this: To hay 
cc our laws obeyed ; - and this cauſe of God, wWhie 
we have taken in hand, to be thoroughly mai 
6 rained ; from which we will never remove a hair 
* breadth, nor in this give place to any creature liy 
<« ing, much leſs to any ſubject; but therein wi 
« we venture our own royal perſan, our crow 
te treaſure, realm, and all our eſtate ; whereof » 
© aſſure you of our high honour,” _ 


LA 


| had n 
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died 
1553 


\HE was born at Broadgate, her father's ſeat, in 
O Leiceſterſhire. She was nobly deſcended by 
oth parents: Her father was Henry Gray, marquis 
f Dorſet, who was deſcended in a direct line from 
ir Thomas Gray, created marquis of Dorſet by 
dward TV, . who married his mother. And her 
nother was lady Frances Brandon, eldeſt of the two 
urviving daughters of Charles Brandon, duke of 
uffolk, by Mary, queen-dowager of France, young- 
| daughter of king Henry VII. and ſiſter to king 
enry VIII. 


Her perſon was very agreeable, but the beauties 
f her mind were ſtill more engaging. She early 
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rache extraordinary proofs of the pregnancy of her 
* enius; inſomuch that upon a compariſon with 


dward VI. who was about the ſame age, and 
ought a kind of miracle, the ſuperiority has been 
ven to her in every reſpect. Female accompliſh- 
tents were probably the firſt part of her education ; 
d her genius appeared in the works of her needle, 
d then in the beautiful character which ſhe wrote; 
dmmended by all who had ſeen it, She played 
mirably on various inſtruments of mufic, and ac- 
dmpanied them with a voice remarkably ſweet. 


Her father, the marquis of Dorſet, and Duke of 
folk, had himſelf a tiaRure of letters, and was 3 
atron of learned men. He had two chaplains, Har- 
ng and Aylmer, both men of diſtinguiſhed learn» 
whom: he employed as tators to his daughter; 
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and under their inſtructions, eſpecially that of A) 
mer, the made a moſt extraordinary proficiency, 
She ſpoke and wrote her own language with peculi 
accuracy; and underſtobd the French, Italian, La. 
tin, and Greek tongues, as well as her own. Ani 
it is alſo ſaid, that ſhe was verſed in Hebrew, Chal 
dee, and Arabic : and all this while a mere chil 
She had alſo a ſedateneſs of temper, a quickneſs ( 
apprehenſion, and a ſolidity of judgment, that en 
bled her not only to become the miſtreſs of langui 
ges, but of ſciences; ſo that ſhe thought, fpoke 
and reaſoned upon ſubjects of the greateſt import 
ance, in a manner that furprifed even thoſe wh 
from their own abilities were not much inclined i 
eſteem what the reſt of the world would have though 
very extraordinary. And ſhe was in no reſpect e 
lated with theſe uncommon endowments, but re 
markably mild, humble, and modeſt in her & 
Meanqur. 
She was early inſtructed in the principles of thy 
reformed religion, which ſhe ſeriouſly and attentive 
ly ſtudied, and for which ſhe was very zealous; and 
this, together with her other excellent and amiad 
accompliſhments, greatly endeared her to king Ed 
ward. She was once on a viſit to the princeſs M: 
at Newhall, in Eſſex; and whilſt ſhe was there 
ſhe went to take a walk with lady Anne Wharto 
and they happening to paſs by the chapel, lady Ani 
made a low curteſy to the hoſt, at which lady Jan 
teſtified ſome ſurpriſe, and afked whether the princel 
Mary was there? Lady Anne anſwered, © No 
« but I made my curteſy to him that made us all 
« Why (replied Jane), how can that which 5 
| cc 
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been made by the baker, be him that made us 


Ay all?” This being carried to the ear of the prin- 

— s, it gave her a diſlike to Lady Jane, which ſhe 
La tained ever after. 

RE In May, 1553, lady Jane cas married to lord 

hal MW uildford Dudley, fourth ſon to the duke of Nor- 

chid umberland. Their nuptials were celebrated with 


feat pomp; and this match was ſo much to the ſa- 
isfaction of the king, that he contributed bountiful- 
to the expence of it, from the royal wardrobe. 
ord Guildford Dudley appears to have been a de- 
rving young nobleman, and is ſaid among all the 
e wake of Northumberland's ſons to have been the 


ed Mast like his father. However, it was a very un- 
ouehWWappy marriage to lady Jane; it was brought a- 
ct out by the duke of Northumberland, to promote 


ut refWis own ambitious deſigns; which did in the end 
ore fatal not only to him, but to this amiable 
(dy, as well as to her huſband. 


The dukes of Suffolk and Northumberland, who 
ntiveiWere now, upon the fall of the duke of Somerſet, 
he protector, grown to be very great, upon the de- 
line of the king's health in 1553, began to think 
oy to prevent the evil conſequences,. which, as 
ings then ſtood, they foreſaw would happen upon 
dward's death. To obtain this end, no other re- 
edy was judged ſufficient, but a change in the 
cceſſion of the crown, and transferring it into 
eir own families. Thoſe moſt excellent and ami- 
rinceſhhele qualities which had rendered lady Jane dear to 
| who had the happineſs to know her, joined to 
x near affinity to the king, ſubjected her to be- 

R 3 come 
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come the chief tool of an ambition ſo notorioul 
not her own. 


King Edward grew ſo weak in a few days aft 
their nuptials, that the duke of Northumberland 
thought it high time to carry his project into exe. 
cution. Accordingly, in the beginning of June, he 
broke the matter to the young king; and having 
firſt made all ſuch colourable objections as the affaig 
would admit, againſt his mazeſty's two fiſters, Ma 
and Elizabeth, as well as Mary, queen of Scots: 
He obſerved, that “ lady Jane, who ſtood next ur 
on the royal line, was a perſon of extraordina 
* qualities ; that her zeal for the reformation wa 
* ynqueſtionable ; that nothing could be more ac 
< ceptable to the nation than the proſpect of ſuch 
E princeſs.; that in this caſe he was bound to ſe 
« aſide all partialities of blood, and nearneſs of re 
< lation, which were inferior conſiderations, an- 
© ought to be overruled by the public good.” Ti 
carroborate this diſcourſe, care was taken to pl: 

about the king thoſe who ſhould make it their bu 
fineſs to touch frequently upon this ſubject, enlarg 
upon the accompliſhments of lady Jane, and de 
ſcribe her with all imaginable advantages: So th 
at laſt the king's affections ſtanding for this diſpoſ 
tion of the crown, be yielded to overlook his ſiſte 
and to ſet aſide his father's will. Agreeably t 
which, a deed of ſettlement being drawn up in for 
of law, by the judges, was ſigned by his majel8yr 2 
and all the lords of the council. 

This difficult affair being once accompliſfied, 2 
the letters patent having paſſed the ſeals before Mun: 


cloſe of the month of June, the next ſtep was 
conce 
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cert the propereſt method for carrying this fettle- 
at into execution, and til} that was done to keep 
as ſecret as poſſible. To this end, the duke of 
orthumberland formed a project, which, if it had 
cceeded, would have made all things eaſy and ſe- 
re, He directed letters to lady Mary, in her bro- 
er's name, requiring her attendance at Greenwich, 

here the court then was; and ſhe had got within 
lf a day's journey of that place when king Edward 
pired, July 6, 15533 but having timely no- 

e of it, ſhe thereby avoided the ſnare which had 
n ſo artfully laid for her. 
The tower and city of London being ſecured, 

e council quitted Greenwich, and came to Lon- 

n; and on Monday, the 1oth of July, in the fore- 
don, the duke of Northumberland repaired, toge- 
er with the duke of Suffolk, whom. he had 

ought into his views, to Durham-houſe,. where 
ly Jane reſided with her huſband, as part of Nor- 


plaeyWunberland's family. There the duke of Suffolk, 
r bußz a much ſolemnity, explained to his daughter the 
large poltion the late king had made of his crown, by 
d defters patent; the clear ſenſe the privy council had 


her right to it; and the conſent of the magiſtrates 


iſpoſſhha citizens of London: and in concluſion, himſelf 
ſiſteſghe the duke of Northumberland fell on their knees, 
bly e paid their homage to her as queen of England, 
1 fore poor lady, ſomewhat aſtoniſhed at their beha- 


bur and diſcourſe, but. in. no reſpect moved by 
Ir reaſons, or in the leaſt elevated by ſuch unex- 
ted honours, at firſt rejected the offer of the 
we Men: She ſaid, © That of right it belonged to 
lis late king's ſiſters, and ſo. ſhe could not. with.z 

. 4 2 * good 


189 LADY JANE GRAY; 
t pood conſcience aſſume it.” But it was told 


that both the judges and the privy-counlellors þ; 
declared, that it fell to her according to law, 7 
Lady Jane was at length prevailed upon by 4 
exhortations of her father, the interceſſion of be 
mother, the artful perſuaſions of the duke of Nall» 
thumberland, and the earneſt deſires of her huſband E 
to comply with what was propoſed to her. Mat 
thus, with a heavy heart, ſhe ſuffered herſelf to Ml... 
conveyed by water to the tower, where ſhe entem gu 
with all the ſtate of a queen, attended by the pi. 
eipal nobility. It is very remarkable, that her ti, 
was ſupported by the ducheſs of Suffolk, her nM {; 
ther; in whom (if in any of this line) the right Ws; 
ſacceffion remained; but the ducheſs had agreed * 
give up all her pretenſions in favour of her dau ind 
ter. Twenty- one privy-counſellors ſet their ha ere 
to a letter to princeſs Mary, letting her know nd 
queen Jane was now their ſovereign, and that t quil 
marriage between her father and mother was nu aul. 
and fo the could not ſucceed to the crown: aul. 


therefore they required her to lay down her prete and 
ions, and to ſubmit to the ſettlement now mad 
and if. ſhe gave a. ready obedience to theſe cot 
mands, they promiſed her much favour. 


The day after, about fix o'elock.in the afternoc 
they prochimed lady Jane. Her proclamation ilfſthe 
not received with the ſhouts ordinary on ſuch oc 
ſions. The fame day ſhe aſſumed the regal tit 
and proceeded to exercife-ſome acts of ſovereign 
The royalty of this extraordinary lady was, be 
ever, of ſhort duration; for on the 19th of the ſ 
month, the princeſs Mary was proclaimed que cir 
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Cheapſide; ſo that the reign of lady Jane conti- 
ed only about nine days. It has been ſaid, that 
e ſhort reign of queen Jane gave birth to the com- 
on proverb of a nine days wonder.“ 


As ſoon as the duke of Suffolk, who now reſided 
th his daughter in the tower, was informed that 
een Mary had been proclaimed in Cheapſide; he 
nt to his daughter's apartment ; and, in the ſofteſt 
mner he could, acquainted her that matters were 
ſituated, that, laying aſide the ſtate and dignity 
a queen, ſhe muſt again return to the condition 
2 private perſon. To which, with a compoſed 
d ſerene countenance, ſhe returned this anſwer ; 
dir, I better brook this meſſage than my former 
advancement to royalty: out of obedience to 

and my mother, I have grievouſly ſinned, and of- 
fered violence to myſelf. Now I do willingly, 
and, as obeying the motions of my ſoul, relin- 
quiſh the crown, and endeavour to ſalve thoſe 
as naggaults committed by others (if at leaſt ſo great a 
: Mfault can be ſalved) by a willing relinquiſhment 
and ingenuous acknowledgment of them.” 


Lady Jane was now confined as a priſoner to the 
ver; and her afflictions were increaſed by ſeeing 
father of her huſband, with all his family, and 
ny of the nobility and gentry, brought priſoners 
the tower, for ſupporting her claim to the crown; 
| | her grief muſt have received ſome increaſe from 
zal ti father-in-law, the duke of Northumberland 
ſoon after brought to the block. Before the 
| of the month, ſhe had alſo the mortification of 
Ing her own father, the duke of Suffolk, in the 
ie eircumſtances with herſelf ; but her mother; 

| the 
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the ducheſs, not only remained exempt from | 
puniſhment, but had ſuch an intereſt with the quee 
us to procure the duke his m on the laſt day 
1 month. 

Lady Jane and her huſband, lord Guildford Du 
"oy were, however, till continued i in confinem 
and on the 3d of November they were carried fr 
The tower to Guildhall, and with archbiſhop Cra 
mer, and others, arraigned and convicted of hig 
treaſon, before judge Morgan, who 
them ſentence of death. 


Pe day firſt appointed for the execution of 
dy Jane, was Friday, the qth orf February, 15; 
This news ſhe had long expected; and ſhe had 
ſome meaſure taken her leave of the world, He. 
writing the following letter to her aMiQed fat 
who, ſhe heard, was mote diſturbed with! 
thoughts of being the author of her death, t! 
dri the apprehenſions of his own. ED 


hy Faruzn, 

& ALTHOUGH it hath pleaſed God to haſten! 
* death by you, by whom my life ſhould ratherh 
been lengihened; yet can I ſd patientiy tate He: 
is 6s] yield God more hearty thanks far ſhorten 
* my wbeful'days, than if all the world had be 
* given into my poſſeſſion, with life lengrhened 
* my own will; and albeit I am well aſfure of yt 
ﬆ impatient dolors, redoubled many ways, bot 
„ dewailing your own woe, and efpecially, 20" 
hear, my unfortunate ſtate yet, my dear fachen 
« if I may without offence rejoice in my miſh 
* methinks in this T may account myſelf bien 
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hat waſhing my hands with the innocency of my 
at, my guiltleſs blood may cry before the Lord, 

Mercy to the innocent ! and though I muſt needs 
acknowledge, that being conſtrained, and, as you 
11 know, continually aſſayed, in taking the 


I Du 
me on upon me, I ſeemed to conſent, and therein 
d fo &rievoufly offended the queen and her laws; yet 


jo I aſſuredly truſt, that this my offence towards 
od, is fo much the leſs, in that being in ſo royat 
an eſtate as I was, mine enforced honour never 
mixed with my innocent heart. And thus, good 
ather, I have opened my ſtate to you, whoſe 
leath at hand, although to you perhaps it may 
zem right woeful, to me there is nothing that can 
de more welcome, than from this vale of mifery 
o aſpire to that heavenly throne. of all joy and 
leaſure, with Chriſt our Saviour. In whoſe ſted- 
ſt faith (if it may be lawful for the daughter fo 
o write to her father) the Lord, that hitherto 
ath ſtreugthened you, ſo continue you, that at 
it we may meet in heaven, with the Father, 
don, and Holy Ghoſt. Amen.” 


[he night before her execution, ſhe likewiſe wrote 
following letter on the blank leaves at the end 
Greek Teſtament, which ſhe bequeathed as a 
icy to her ſiſter, get Catharine Gray. 

fl Havs hers ſent 8 my dear ſiſter Cathas 
ne, a book, which although it be not outwardly 


y, & 
- fathWW'immed with gold, yet inwardly 1 it is more worth 
niſta un all the precious mines which the vaſt world 
bieſeſ-n boaſt - of. It is the book, my dear and 


e beſt. 
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ec beſt-beloved ſiſter, of the law of the Lord: l. 
&©-the teſtament and laſt will which he bequeathe 
© unto us wretches and wretched ſinners, whic 
„ ſhall lead you to the path of eternal joy: and 
« you, with a good mind, read it, and with an« 
& neſt defire follow it, no doubt it ſhall bring you t 
an immortal and everlaſting life. It will tex 

« you to live, and learn you to die. It ſhall yi 
you more, and endow you with greater felici 
than you ſhould have gained by the poſſeſſion 
„our woeful father's lands. For, as if God b 
© proſpered him, you ſhould have inherited his li 
* nours and manors ; ſo if you apply diligently th 
book, ſeeking to direct your life according toi 
«© rule of the ſame, you ſhall be an inheritor of ſu 
& riches, as neither the covetous ſhall withd 
from you, neither the thief ſhall ſteal, neither 
& moths corrupt. Deſire with David, my d 
« ſiſter, to underſtand the law of the Lord 50 
« God. Live ſtill to die, that you by death 
& poſſeſs eternal life. And truſt not that thet 
« derneſs of your age ſhall lengthen your lite; 
c unto God, when he calleth, all hours, times, 
© ſeaſons are alike. And bleſſed are they wv 
&« Jamps are furniſhed when he cometh ; for as 
vill the Lord be es in the young as int 
& old. 


« My good ſiſter, once again let me intreat tl 
b to learn to die; deny the world, defy the de 
and deſpiſe the fleſh, and delight yourſelf on 
&« the Lord; be penitent for your ſins, and yet 
<< ſpair not; be ſtrong in faith, yet preſume 
and deſire with St. Paul to be diſſolved, and t 
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d with Chriſt, with whom even in death there is life. 
© Be like the good ſervant, and even at midnight 
© be waking, leſt when death cometh and ſtealeth 
upon you, like a thief in the night, you be with 
the ſervants of darkneſs found ſleeping; and left 
for lack of oil you be found like the five fooliſh 
virgins, or like him that had not on the wedding- 
rment, and then you be caſt into darkneſs, or 
i baniſhed from the marriage. Rejoice in Chriſt, 

{as I truſt you do; and ſeeing you have the name 
of a chriſtian, as near as you can, follow the ſteps, 
and be a true imitator of your Maſter Chriſt Je- 
ſus ; and take up your croſs, lay your fins on his 


* back, and always embrace him. 

of io © Now, as touching my death; rejoice as I do, 
man my deareſt fiſter, that I ſhall be delivered of this 
her MF corruption, and put on incorruption; for I am 
ny | aſſured that I ſhall, for loſing of a mortal life, win 
d one that is immortal, joyful and everlaſting; the 
m nM which I pray God grant you in his moſt bleſſed 
he te hour, and ſend you his all- ſaving grace to live in 


his fear, and to die in the true chriſtian faith.— 
From which, in God's name, I exhort you, that 
you never ſwerve, neither for hope of life, nor 
r 2s (off fear of death. For if you will deny his truth, to 
1s in WM give length to a weary and corrupt breath, God 
himſelf will deny you, and. by- vengeance make 
ſhort what you by your ſoul's loſs would pgolong ; 
he del but if you will cleave to him, he will ſtretch forth 
r only our days to an uncircumſcribed comfort, and to 
d yet( his own glory. To the which glory God bring 
me ul me now, and you hereafter, when it ſhall pleaſe 
and to bim to call you, Farewel, once again, my be- 

66 S * Joved 
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J jovyed ſiſter; and put your only truſt in G00 
* who only muſt help you. Amen. 

«© Your loving ſiſter, 

„JANE Dvprey, 


of 


The day finally appointed for her execution, 
well as that of her huſband, Lord Guildford Dud- 
ley, was the 12th of February, 1554. It had bee 
intended to execute them together, on the ſame 
ſcaffold, at Tower- hill; but the council, dreadin 
the effects of the people's compaſſion for their youth 
beauty, innocence, and noble birth, gave order 
that ſhe ſhould be beheaded within the tower, and 
that he only ſhould be executed on Tower-hill, 


Lord Guildford earneſtly defired of the officer 
that he might take his laſt fatewel of her, which 
they readily conſented to; but lady Jane decline 
the interview; alledging, that the tenderneſs of the 
parting would overcome the fortitude of both, ant 
would too much unbend their minds from that con 
Nancy which their approaching death required 0 
them. She hoped, the ſaid, tltat their feparatio 
would be only for a moment ; and that they ſhoul 
ſoun meet each other again in an happier ſtats 
where their affections would be for ever united, an 
where death, diſappointment, and ſorrow, could 
longer have acceſs to them, or diſturb their felici 


She expreſſed great tenderneſs when ſhe faw | 
huſband led out to execution; but ſhe ſoon rec 


vered herfelf, and bade him farewel out of a wil Ts 
dow. He ended his life with prayers, in a very | — 


nitent manner; and lady Jane ſaw his headleſs bot 
carried back in a cart. About an hour after the des 
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Jod, ber huſband, ſhe was led out by the lieutenant, 
to a ſcaffold that was erected upon the green over- 
gainſt the W hite-tawer. She addreſſed herſelf. in 
a ſhort ſpeech to the ſpectators; in which the ſaid, 
That her offence was nat the haying laid her 
2, hand upon the crown, but the not rejecting it 
Dad vich ſufficient conſtancy ; that-ſhe had not erred 
deen through ambition, but from her revereace. to 
umd thoſe whom ſhe had been taught to reſpect and 
ad obey.“ She declared, That ſhe died a_trug 
out. BF: chriſtian, and that ſhe looked to be ſaved by ng, 
rden other means, but only by the mercy of Gol in 
u tbe blood of his only Son Jeſus Chriſt. She Ba. 
1, WW That. che had loved herſelf and the world tog 
deen much, on which, account that puniſhment hag 
abe juſtly; come to her from God: but ſhe bleſſed. . 
eine bim that he bad made it a means to lead het ta 
de repentance,” Then, having deſired the people's 
ers, ſhe Kneeled down, and repeated the fifty- 
it pſam, in a very devout manner; after which 
red Me ſtood up, and gave her gloves and her handker- 
ane bief to her two women; they undreſſed her, and 
mould her a, handkerchief. to bind about her eyes.— 
tat he executioner kneeling deſired her pardon ; to 
d, dich the apſwered, ( moſt willingly.” He defiring 
11d WW to ſtand upon the ſtraw, which brought her near 
eiche block, ſhe ſaid, “ I pray, diſpatch me quickly.” 
The handkerchief being then bound cloſe” over her 
yes, ſhe began to feel for the block, to which ſhe 
\ wil} guided by one of the ſpectators. When ſhe 
* lt it, ſhe ſtretched herſelf forward, and ſaid, Lord, 
« bol nta thy: hands I commend my fpirit !”” and im- 
e des 8 2 mediately, 
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mediately, at one ſtroke, the executioner ſevered her 
head from her body. 


The death of this amiable and accompliſhed lady 
was as much lamented as her life had been — 
far ſhe fell an innocent victim to the ambition of 
others. She was illuſtrious for her birth, but fil 
more illuſtrious for her piety, her virtue, and the 
extraordinary endowments of her mind; which 
rendered. her the ornament of her age, of her ſex, 
and of her country. Her death (as Dr. Burnet 
4 tells us) affected judge Morgan, who had pro- 
« nounced the ſentence, ſo much, that he ran 2 
and thought ſhe ſtill. followed him. The queen 
« herſelf was troubled at it; for it was rather reaſo 
« of ſtate than private reſentment, that ſet her on 
« to it. Lady Jane's father was ſoon tried by hi 
* peers, condemned and executed the 21ſt of the 
« fame-month. He was the leſs pitied, becauſe b 
his means his daughter had ſuffered.” 

Wiat (whoſe rebellion, it is ſuppoſed, ſhut the 
door of mercy from lady Jane, in which her fathefentie 
alſo was an acceſſary) was brought to his trial, whc 
begged his life in a moſt abject manner, but he wa 
condemned and executed, and fo were fifty-eig| 
more; fix hundred of the rabble were appointed tt 
come with ropes about their necks, and beg t 
queen's pardon, which-was granted them, or thi 
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EMINENT MARTYRS, 


JEFORE I enter upon the account of eminent 
) martyrs, who ſuffered under the reign of queen 
lay, it may not be improper, by way of introdue- 
on, to give a ſhort ſketch of the life and charac- 


r of the ſaid queen. 


She was the eldeſt daughter of king Barr VIIE. 


his firſt wife, .Catharine of Spain. 


The particulars of lady Jane Gray, in regard to 
r being proclaimed queen, &c. have e been 


entioned: 


The lady Mary, in conjunction with 4 popiſh 
ny, were indefatigable in their attempts to ſet aſida 
e lady Jane; which they at length accompliſhed, , 
neipally through promiſes made, that her ſubjects 
ould have free liberty to exerciſe their religion. 
or the lady Mary, being fatigued with travelling up 
d down, and conſidering where to fix moſtfor her 

antage, withdrew herſelf at length into the coun- 

of Norfolk and Suffolk; and procuring to her 
and aſſiſtance as many of the commons as ſhe: 
uld, ſhe kept herſelf cloſe in Fremingham caſtle; 
u here reſorted firſt to her the Suffolk men; who, 


83 


being 
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being always very forward in promoting the ſprea 
ing of the goſpel, promiſed her their aid and heh 
in eaſe ſhe would not attempt the alteration, d 
the religion, which, by laws and orders public 
enacted, was before eſtabliſhed in her brother king 
Edward's days, and which was generally received i 
the conſent of the whole realm. 


In mort, with this condition ſhe readily co ne 
plied, promiſing them faithfully that no innovatig | 
ſhould be made in religion, fo that no man at i Nee 
time miſtruſted her: Which promife, if ſhe had: 
conſtantly kept, as they did willingly preſerve he 
with their bodies and weapons, ſhe had acted we 
thy her blood, and made her reign more ſtable 
herſelf through future tranquility ;. for, let a man 
never ſo powerful, yet breach of promiſe is ani 
fupporter of quietneſs ; fear, worſe ;. but cruelt 
worlt of all. 


But however, the- lady Mary being guarded an 
aſſiſted with the power of the proteſtants, vanquilf 
ed the duke of Northumberland, and all thoſe th 
eame along with him to:oppoſe her: In conſide 
tion whereof, upon the Suffolk men afterwards ſu 
plicating her grace, and reminding her of. perfor 
ing her promiſe, ſhe returned the following anſs 
which was very ſevere-and-ungrateful :- **Forafiu 
As you- being but members, deſire to rule yo 


4 head, you ſhall:one-day well perceive that mei 
4 bers muſt obey their head, and not look: to be 


rule over the-ſame.” And not only ſo, but i 
ſtrike a greater terror into others, one Mr. Dobl 
for the ſame cauſe, that is, by reminding hier of 
1 by. humble 1 was. puniſhed wi 


ſtand 
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ding three times in the pillory, to be 2 common 
ning - Kock to all men. 

Soon after queen Mary ended the throne, the 
eaſed all the popiſh biſhops, &c. who had been 
priſoned in king Edward's time; and reſtored 
ole miniſters, who, on account of their oppoſition 
the reformed religion, had been depoſed, and 
ned out of their beneficas. | 

King Edward. had, made ſuch confi derable ad- 
ces towards a reformation, that the queen and 
r party could not immediately proceed to ſuch a 
ght of perſecution as. they wiſhed. againſt the 
otetants.:. For ſhe had reigned. about a. year and 
| half, befare any perſon was put to death for the 
te of religion. Rut at length, through the cruel 
it of perſecution. that actuated: biſhops Bonner, 
diner, &c. and her own zealous attachment to 
e Romiſh. church, heightened: by her marriage 
th Philip, king of Spain, the popiſh religion. 
med triumphant, and the noble army of martyrs 
re led like ſheep-to the flaughter..* | 

In regard to the character of queen Mary, biſhop 
net tells us, that ſhe had been. bred to ſome more 
The conduct of Cranmer, Ridley, &c. as has beers noticed in 
ife of king Edward VI. in being ſo very ſolicitous for the 
ning of Joan Bocher, cannot be juſtified: for every ſpecies of 
lecution, on account of religion, is contrary. to the goſpel of 
mech en. In matters of civil law, lubjects are bound ta be * 
to rulers. and. governors ; but in  relpe&t to religious ſentiments, 
One is our maſter, even Chriſt;' and to him alone are we age 
table,-And indeed, this their conduct was uſed by the pa- 
as a pretext for the burning of proteſtants. In reſpect to the 
2 above referred to, this aſſertion of Chriſt had a full 
— « with what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be mea- 
io vou again.“ 


a 
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than ordinary knowledge: a froward: ſort of virtue 
and a melancholy piety, are the beſt things that ca 
be ſaid of her: She left the conduct of affairs why. 
ly in the hands of her council; and gave herſelf u 
70 follow all the dictates. and humours.of the clergy 


„ Baker, in his Chroncle of the Kings of England 
fays, We ſhall not do her right, if we deny her i ne 
& be of a merciful diſpoſition, ſeeing oftentimes tec 

« pitied the perſon, where ſhe ſhed the blood.” nec 
But it is well known that Baker was a papiſt hin... 
felf; and I am certain. that no proteſtant will ſuvWM:hcir 
ſcribe to: the truth of his aſſertion. However, i man 
mult be acknowledged, that ſhe, like Saul, the per ich 
fecutor,. before his converfion, had à zeal for God chit 
but not according to knowledge. g He 

Towards the cloſe of her reign, a- rumour wing 
ſpread, that ſhe was pregnant. This circumſtane ed l 
fo elated: the popiſh party, that a long prayer anWndab 
thankſgiving [ See-Fox's Martyrology ] was publih N was 
ed, and ordered to be uſed throughout the kingdom es of 
on this occaſion ;- as they had great hopes, in ta latro 
caſe, of the papal reign being continued, to the ſet g Ed 
ting afide of the lady Elizabeth, who was known ey, 
be attached to the proteſtant intereſt; t. P. 

But the good providence of God interpoſed : ly til 
this time, in favour of England; for it proved to 
a falſe conception. The melancholy that ſeized thyw® ted 
queen hereupon, which received a: ſurcharge fruit 

the loſs of Calais, brought her into an ill habit . b 
body, and that turned to a dropſy, which put an ei er 
to her unhappy reign, in the 43d year of her ag "Y 
after ſhe had reigned five. yourny four months, So 


eleven days. * 


10 
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JOHN ROGERS, 


THE PROTO-MARTYR UNDER QUEEN MARY» 


. I P 


HIS noble champion for the truth, who had 1 
the honour of being the firſt that was burned 1 
the goſpel, in the reign of queen Mary, was e- 14 
ted at the univerſity of Cambridge, where he 
ined to a great proficiency in learning. From 
nce he was choſen by a company of merchants to 
their chaplain at Antwerp; to whom he preach - 
many years. He there happily became acquaint- 
with William Tindale and Miles Coverdale, who 
| thither from the perſecution of the papiſis under 
jo Henry VIII. in England; and, by their means, 
ning to the true knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, he 
ed heartily. with them in the laborious and com- 
ndable work of tranſlating the bible into Engliſh; 
| was thereby ſo much enlightened in the, doc- 
tes of the goſpel, that he: caſt off the futile and 
latrous worſhip of the church of Rome. In 
s Edward's time, he was ſent for home by biſhop 
ley, and made prebendary and diyinity-letures - 1 
t. Paul's, where he preached faithfully and zea- i 
ly till the coming in of queen Mary. In the be- 4 
ing of her reign, in a ſermon at Paul's croſs, he 1 
orted the people ſtedfaſtly and perſeveringly. to 
ere to that doctrine which they had been taught, 't 
to beware of peſtilent popery, idolatry, and ſu- i 
ſtition. His zeal could not long be unnoticed, 1 | 
accordingly he was foon called before the privy „ 
eil, where he anſwered ſo ſcripturally, ſenfibly, i | 
boldly, that be was diſmiſſed,” But, after the ll 
- queen's 
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queen's proclamation againſt the preaching of i 9 
truth came forth, he was again called before the offi" 
piſh biſhops, (who thirſted for his blood) and c at 
mitted priſoner to his own houſe ; from whence WW"Y 
might eaſily have eſcaped ; but being. once called 
anſwer in Chriſt's cauſe, he would not depart, i eu 
be ſtayed at the hazard of his life. 65 
After being confined a: priſoner i bs his IT WS 
about ſix months, he was removed to Newgate, oe 
there kept for a lang time among thieves and m ind 
derers. At length he was examined before Gar art 
ner and: others, in a very cruel and illiberal mani Ne 
they not permitting him to ſpeak ori anſwer for i be 
felf, nar yet to defend his doctrines in writing: al 
on the 29th: of January, 1555, Gardiner and og 
pronounced ſentence of death againſt him, 4 
When the ſentence was: read, Mr. Rogers 2 * 
attompted to fpeak, but was not ſuffered. Hei 
intreated them to permit his: wife, a poor ſtraaſii © 
to e him before he ſuffired!; but this alſo un ff" to 
nied, and ſhe was abſolutely forbidden. 1 
On the morning of the 4th of February, 1, 
he was awakened out of a very found ſleep, » a 
great difficulty, by the keeper's wife, who ſuddd * 
warned him to make haſte and prepare himſelf 2 
the fire. © If it be fo, faid' he, I need not tie 
« points.” Hoe was then had down to biſhop | 
ner, who degraded him ; of whom (he ſaid) " be 
— un 
« off, | 
. * The, falqwing is the. method, which: the popilh | s do 
adopted, in degrading: the proteſtant hiſhops and miniſten H“ they 
their prieſtly office, to their being put to death: "ps 
Kue veſtures and ornaments belong ve 


they put upon them 


peace 
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one favour to aſk, Bonner aſked what that 
uld be? © Nothing, anſwered Mr. Rogers, but 
hat I may ſpeak a tew words to my wife before 
y burning.” This requeſt not being granted, 

added, <* You declare your charity, what it is.“ 
e time being come, he was brought out of New- 
e, and delivered up to the ſheriffs of London to 
uken to Smithfield ; one of whom ſaid, ** Mr. 
Rogers, will you revoke your damnable doctrine, 
nd your evil opinion of the ſacrament of the al- 
ar?” Mr. Rogers anſwered, ** That which I 
ave preached, I will ſeal-with my bloed.“ Then 
| the ſheriff, © 'T hou art an heretic.” © That 
all be known, xeplied Mr. Rogers, at the day of 
udgment. “Well, ſaid the ſheriff, I will never 
ray for thee.” * But I will pray for you,” ſaid 
Rogers; and ſo they proceeded towards Smith- 
i; Mr. Rogers ſaying the 51ſt pſalm, and the 
ple exceedingly rejoicing, and. giving thanks to 
dd for his conſtancy. His wife and ten children 
her ſide, with one at her breaſt, met him by the 
„ being the only opportunity they had even of 


r did this affecting ſcene ſeem in the leaſt to ſhake 


— confidence, ſo graciouſſy was he ſupported, in 
tie ; the 
p 90 P | 
id), being reveſted, they ſhould ſolemnly execute their alice. 


being thus apparelled and reveſted, the biſhop beginneth to 
& off, firit the outmoſt veſture, and ſo by degree and order 
ns down to the loweſt veſture : Thus —_ ſtript and do- 

l, they are deprived of all order, benefit, privilege be- 
Ing to the clergy 3 which being done, the So ſo degraded 


none <clivered pertonally to the ſkeritts, aud by them conducted 


2a PP: p.acc of exccution, 


ing one another any more in the flelh ; but nei- 


— 


' 

| 

| 

' 
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the trying hour, by Him who hath promiſed, « 
<< will never, never, leave thee ; never, never, f 
* ſake thee.” When he came to the flake, | 
ſhewed great conſtancy and patience, but was « 
permitted to ſpeak many words. They then broꝶ 
him a pardon, upon condition that he would recy 
but he, with the magnanimity of a true martyr, 
fuſed it ; not preferring life upon ſuch terms tot 
cruel death of burning, which he ſuffered with t 
greateſt patience and fortitude, waſhing as it we 
his hands in the flames, and ejaculating with his 
breath, Lord, receive my ſpirit !” 


The Sunday before he ſuffered, he drank to M 
Hooper, being then underneath him, and def 
them to tell him, There was never a little fell 
c would better ſtick to a man, than he would fi 
ce to him ;” ſuppoſing, contrary to what happene 
that they ſhould have been both burned together 


Thus died, triumphant in the faith, this bleſ 
proto-martyr, and proved the real ty of the anti 
obſervation, ** That the blood of the martyrs ist 
t ſeed of the church; for, inſtead of being int 
dated, multitudes were encouraged by his examp 
and thoſe who had no religion before, were puty 
on inquiries, © What was the cauſe, for which 
« pious and learned men were contented to dtv 
and fo, from being atheiſts or papiſts, they were! 
by God's bleſſing, to a knowledge and profeſſion 
that goſpel, the darkening of which was the! 
end and deſign of all this bloody perſecution. 


s # 
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LAURENCE SAUNDERS. 


HIS gracious man deſcended from an opulent 
| family, and was eminent as a ſcholar, but ſtill 
ore reſpectable for the grace given him of God, 
e was educated at Eaton, and from thence choſen 
King's-College, in Cambridge ; where, for three 
ars, he applied himſelf cloſely to ſtudy, and made 
onſiderable proficiency in learning: but his mo- 
er, with a view to encreaſe his plentiful fortune, 
und him to a capital merchant in the city of Lon - 
n, to be inſtructed in trade. The merchant, be- 
a religious man, ſoon perceived that Saunders's 
tural bias was to learning, rather than trade; and, 
m his ſeriouſneſs, preſuming that the Lord had 
ne employment for him, far more important than 
at of merchandize, he gave him his indentures, 
jon this, Saunders returned again to Cambridge, 
gere he made a further progreſs in his ſtudies, 
remained ſome conſiderable time in the univer- 
y, after he had taken his degrees of maſter of arts; 
, in the reign of king Edward, he entered into 


ch H orders, and was made lecturer of Fotheringhay; 
o ut which time he married. He was next made 
ere Header in the cathedral of Lichfield, where he was 

y ſucceſsful in winning ſouls to God ; and, by his 


life and converſation, obtained a good report, 
n of his adverſaries. He was from thence re- 
ved to Church-Langton, in Leiceſterſhire; and, 
ly, to the, rectory of Allhallows, in Bread-ſtreet, 
ndon.,. | 


T He 
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He went down frequently to Church-Langty 
intending to reſign it; but, queen Mary coming y 
the throne, he changed his mind, knowing t 
none but a papiſt would ſucceed him. In his I 
thither, he preached at Northampton ; and, bein 
filled with zeal for the truth, he bore a noble tefi 
mony againſt the errors of popery ; which, faid h 
are likely to ſpring up again, as a juſt viſitation 
God, for the little love that England hath bornet 
the truths and privileges of the goſpel, ſo plentifi 
ly afforded her. He was apprehenſive of the tray 
bles that afterwards came to paſs; and therefy 
applied himſelf, with all diligence, to confirm 
people in the truth (notwithſtanding the proclam 
tion to the contrary), and to arm them againſt 
falſe doctrine; but he was at length oppoſed, : 
finally hindred, by open violence. He was the 
much adviſed to leave the kingdom, which he pal 
tively refuſed, and went ſtraight for London, to i 
his flock in Bread-ſtreet. In his way, pretty n 
to town, he was overtaken by Mordaunt, t| 
queen's counſellor; who aſked, If he did not pres 
at ſuch a time in Bread-ſtreet : He anſwered, Ye 
And will you, faid Mordaunt, preach ſo agi 
Yes, ſaid he, to-morrow you may hear me ther 
" where I will confirm, by God's word, all I tt 
preached. I would adviſe you, ſaid Mordaunt 
forbear. Mr. Saunders ſaid, If you will forbid 
by lawful authority, I muſt then forbear. N 
ſaid the other, I ſhall not forbid you: So they pe 
ed. The next day, being Sunday, he expound 
the 11th chapter of the 2d epiſtle to the Corinth our 
aud in the afternoon, deſigning to give his ped 

anol 
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other exhortation, he went again to church; but 
hen he came there, the biſhop of London's offi- 
prevented him, by taking him before his lord- 
p [Bonner], Mordaunt and ſome of the ers th $ 
aplains. 

The biſhop charged him with treaſon, hereſy, 5 
d ſedition; and required of him his opinion about 
anſubſtantiation, in writing; which being ob- 
red to comply with, he ſaid, © You ſeek my blood, 
and you ſhall have it: I pray God you may be. ſo 
baptized in it, that you may hereafter loathe blood- 
ſucking, and become a better man.“ Bp. Bonner 
nt him to biſhop Gardiner ; where he was kept 
nding, uncovered, four hours at the door of the 
dom, in which were fitting Mordaunt, and fome 
hers ; till at length the biſhop, . returning from 
purt, ordered him into a proper place for examina- 
on; and. then interrogated him in the following 
anner: — “ How dare you to preach, notwith- 
ſtanding the queen's proclamation to the contra- 
ry?” Mr. Saunders anſwered, <©* He was moved 
in his conſcience ſo to do, from the apoſtle*'s com- 
mand, #9 obey God rather than man. A goody 
conſcience ſurely (ſaid the biſnop), which could 
make our queen a baſtard, or miſbegotten; is it not, 
I pray?” Mr. Saunders ſaid, I do not ſay, on 
go about to make the queen baſe or miſbegatten z. 
butlet thoſe be careful about that matter, who have 
publiſhed the ſame to the world, to their ſhame- 
and reproach.” (For it ſeems the biſhop had 
efaced the book of true obedience, in order to curry 
vour with Henry VIII. in which queen Mary was 


| uy declared to be a. baſtard.) Mr. Saunders 
T2 added, 
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added, We do only preach in fincerity the puriy 
„of the word; which although we are now forbi 
< to do with our mouths ; yet I doubt not, but th; 
| < our blood hereafter ſhall more fully manifeſt t 
| & ſame.” Upon which the biſhop cried out, 
take away the frantic fool to priſon. To which 
Mr. Saunders ſaid, I thank God, who has at |: 
given me a place of reſt and quietneſs, where 


| ©« may pray for your lordſhip's converſion.“ the 
+ Mr. Saunders, being ſent to prifon, and ther * 

confined a year and three months, wrote a letter u - 

the biſhop of Wincheſter, by way of anſwer to ſe np 


| veral particulars, with which the biſhop had charee 
bim. Afterwards he was brought and examinet 
before the queen's council, bilzop Gardiner, Bot 
ner, and others. 

On the 4th day of February, the biſhop of Lon 
Gon went to him in the priſon, and degrade him 


upon which he ſaid; I thank God, I am none 
your church.” Fhe next morning the ſheriff o 


London delivered him up to ſome of the queen = 
guard, who were appointed to take him to Coven * F 
try, to be burned there. They travelled no farthet 85 
than St. Alban's the firſt night, where they wa ue 
met by Mr. Grimoald, a man of greater gifts that 8 
conſtancy ; to whom Mr. Saunders ſaid, after giving * 
him a leſſon ſuitable to his revolting ſtate, WI but 
« you pledge me out of this cup which I will beg Chr 
< to drink of to you?” Grimoald, ſhrugging u ,... 
his ſhoulders, anſwered, I will pledge you out 08 , 
<« that cup, which is in your hand, with all n with 
« heart; but of that other which you mean, I vi uch 


not prom you,” <« 1 Saund 
| «m 
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my dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath drank to me of a 
© more bitter cup; and ſhall I not pledge my moſt. 
precious Saviour? Yes, I hope I ihall.” At Co- 
entry, he was put into the gao} amongſt the com-' 
on priſoners 3 where he ſlept very little, ſpending: 
he night in prayer, and in inſtructing others; and 
here to a friend he ſaid, Pray for me, for I am- 
the moſt unfit for this high office, of any one that 
was ever appointed to it; but my gracious God? 
and dear Father is able to make me ſtrong e- 
noughs. . | 

The 8th'of February, 1555, they led him into 
he park, without the city, the place of executions; 
hich. when they were within fight of, the of- 
cer, appointed to ſee the execution done, ſaid to 
lr. Saunders, that he was one of the people that 
arred. the queen's realm with falſe doctrine and 
ereſy; and that therefore he deſerved death: HowW- 
er, if he would revoke. his hereſies, he had orders 
th him for his pardon; but if not, added he, 


"Wonder is fire prepared for thee- To which Mr., 
* zunders anſwered, It is not I, nor my fellow- 
1 preachers of God's truth, that have hurt the 
* queen's realm, but it is yourſelf, and ſuch as you 

l J are, that have always reſiſted God's holy: word, 
7 that marr the queen's realm. I hold no hereſies, 
I but the doQtrine of God, the: bleſſed ' goſpel of 
6 q Chriſt ; it is that J hold, it is that I believe, it is 


that J have taught, and it is that I will never re- 
voke.“ Upon this the other rejoined, © Away 
with him.” And Mr: Saunders proceeded with 
uch apparent comfort and reſolution, When he 
me to the place, he fell to the ground and prayed; 
T 3, and 
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and then aroſe, and took the ſtake in his arms, tg 
which he was to be chained, and kiſſed it, ſaying, 
Welcome the croſs of Chriſt ; welcome everlaſl. 
ing life.” He was faſtened to the ſtake, and the 
fire was kindled ; but the wood being green, they 
cruelly tormented him for a long time; which gave 
an opportunity for a further proof of the covenant. 
faithfulneſs and love of Him, who hath promiſes, en * 
that his grace ſhall be ſufficient, and where afflictio 
abound, cauſeth the conſolations of his Spirit muc 
more to abound. This holy man, with the utmo 
fortitude and patience, endured his torments, and 
at length ſweetly fell afleep in Jeſus. 

- In: the beginning of queen Mary's reign, M 
Saunders met with Dr. Pendleton, a man of leam 
ing, and ſeeming zeal in preaching the goſpel ; an 
their converſation turning upon the times, and the 
probability of a very ſevere perſecution, Mr. Saun 
ders appeared weak in faith, and very fearful that he 
ſhould not remain ſtedfaſt: But Pendleton, with 
air of courage and zeal, ſaid: What, man! then 
cis much more cauſe for me to fear than you; fat 
I have a very big, fat body; yet will J fee the ut 4 
< moſt drop of this greaſe of mine melted away 
ec and the laſt gobbet of this fleſh of mine eonſumet 
cc to aſhes, before I will forſake Jeſus Chriſt, ant 
his truth which I have profefled.”* It was nc 
long after, that they were both put to the tril 
when poor feeble, faint-hearted Saunders, alwa) 
jealous of himſelf, by the power of divine grace 
ſealed the truth with his blood; and proud, (el 
ſufficient Pendleton fell away, and turned papiſ. 
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JOHN HO OPER, 


BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER.. 


E was born in 1495, was a native of Somer- 
ſetſhire, and received his academical educa- 
on at Merton College, in Oxford. In 1539, he 
| Oxford, and got into the ſervice of Sir Thomas 
rundel, a Devonſhire gentleman, to whom he be- | ; 
me chaplain, and ſteward of his eſtate. This 

ntleman was a Roman Catholic knight, and was ö 


erwards put to death, with the protector, the 
ke of Somerſet, in the reigrr of Edward VI. He 
on diſcovered that Hooper was x proteſtant, who 5 
creby loft his protection, and was obliged to fly | 
to France, where he continued fome time among | 
e reformed, till his diflike of ſome of their pro- i | 
dings induced him to return to England; On j | 
$ arrivat in his native country, he lived with æ if | 
tleman of the name of Seintlow ; where he be- 1 
me known, and was ſought after to- be apprehend- | 
| 
| 


Upon this he diſguiſed himſelf, like a ſailor, in 
red a veſfel, and went to Ireland; from thence 

went to- Holland, and fo on to Switzerland. 

When Edward VI. came to the throne, he again. H 
urned to England, and ſettled in London, where 1 
in his preaching, moſt powerfully defended the i] 
portant truths of the gofpet of Chriſt. 1 


After Hooper had for ſome time thus practiſed | 
mſelf in bis popular and common kind of preach- 1] 
b he was called to preach before the king, who, 1 
1550, made him biſhop of Glouceſter ; and in 
* about H 


212 HO OP E R. 
about two years after, he had the biſhopric of We 
ceſter given him, to keep in commendam with th 
former. 

When Edward VI. died, the true religion y 
ſubverted; and this good biſhop was one of the fr 
who was ſent for by queen Mary, to be at Londo 
to anſwer Heath, the deprived biſhop, and Bonner 
for being his accuſer. Hooper was adviſed to mak 
his eſcape; but he was determined to bear thy 
ſtorm, and ſaid, Once I fled, and took met 
my feet; now I will continue to live and die wit 
« my ſheep. He was brought up to London, an 
committed priſoner to- the Fleet.. He remaine 
there ſeveral months, during which period he wart | 
frequently examined by the biſhops, and require 
to recant his opinions; but he ſtood- conſtant ant 
reſolute to the articles of his faith. Three article 
were exhibited againſt. him; for marrying ;—{ 
allowing a divorce. and ſecond: marriage, in the ci nuſt 
of fornication ;— and for denying: the corporal pre 
fence of Chriſt in the ſacrament, Hooper own: 
himſelf guilty of the accuſations; but offered t 
defend his ſentiments againſt all who ſhould mai font: 
tain the contrary, He behaved with all humilW 0, 
to the biſhops, who treated him with the utmo 


point 
inſolence, and-remanded him back to priſon. ere 
The two bloody biſhops of London and Winds, 
cheſter in particular, had à perſonal hatred he. 
Hooper, who behaved with all the conſtancy of Wk wit 
primitive martyr. der, 
- The commiſſioners had declared; that Hoc bim, 


- Gught to be deprived of his biſhopric.; and he * 
brought before them again, on the 22d of Janua 
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the biſhop of Wincheſter's houſe, at St. Mary 
Yvery's. He was then aſked to acknowledge the 
we to be head of the church; which he de- 
ied, as the pope taught a doctrine directly contrary 
the doctrine of Chriſt : Therefore, he would not 
ndeſcend to any fuch uſurped juriſdiction; neither 
teemed he the church, of which they call him 
d, to be the catholic church of Chriſt : «« For 
the church only heareth the voice of her ſpouſe 
Chriſt, and fleeth the ſtrangers.” He was com- 
e ended back to the Fleet-priſon, and brought be- 
nie the commiſſioners again on the 28th of Janu- 
, together with Mr. John Rogers. They were 
une examined, and ſent away, to be brought into 
wirt the next morning, to ſee if they would relent. 
uireMhey were conducted to the Compter in South- 
| ark, by the ſheriffs of London; and Hooper ſaid 
Rogers, as they walked through the ſtreet, ſur- 
nded by the populace: ©* Come, brother Rogers, 
ci muſt we two take this matter firſt in hand, and 
begin to fry theſe faggots? Rogers anſwered, 
wn ves, fir, by God's grace.” Doubt not, re- 
ed pied Hooper, but God will give grace.” 

mau on the 5th of February, before day-light, he was 
m1 W@ught by the ſheriffs from Newgate, to à place 
maß pointed near St. Dunſtan's church in Fleet-ſtreet, 
ere he was received by a body of the queen's 
ards, who were to carry him to Glouceſter, He 
a hearty breakfaſt, and leapt chearfully on horſe-' 
K without help. On the 7th he arrived at Glou- 
er, where he found all the citizens aſſembled to 
Too kim, who cried and lamented for his condi-' 


9 


nur - The 
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The next morning, ſome of his friends were pe 
mitted to ſee him, among whom was Sir Antho 
Kingſton, who found the good biſhop at his pra 
ers, and burſt forth into tears, as he ſpoke in thi 
manner: I underſtand you are come here to die 
But, alas! conſider that life is ſweet, and death! 
bitter: Therefore, ſeeing life may be had, defi 
to live, for life hereafter may do good.” I 
biſhop anſwered, ** Indeed, I am come here to ent 
© this life, and to ſuffer death, becauſe I will ng 
<< gainſay the former truth that I have taught | 
& this dioceſe, and elſewhere. I do not ſo mud 
© regard this death, nor eſteem this life; but hay 
s ſettled myſelf, through the ſtrength of God's He 
« ly Spirit, patiently to paſs through the torment 
& and extremities of the fire now prepared for me 

L rather than deny the truth of his word.” Tt 
ſame night he was committed by the guard to tl 
cuſtody. of the ſheriffs of Glouceſter ; who, witht 
mayor and aldermen, attended him with great u 
ſpect. He thanked them for their civility, and rt 
queſted the ſheriffs, that there might be a qui 
fire, ſhortly to make an end.” He told the! 
& he was not come there as one compelled to di 
& for it was well known he might have had his 
c with worldly gain: But as one willing to offer a 
ce give his life for the truth; rather than conſent 
the wicked papiſtical religion of the biſhop 
& Rome, received and ſet forth by the magiſtra:ce y 
46 in England, to the high diſpleaſure and diſhont 
« of God: And he truſted, by God's grace, | 
ce next day to die a faithful ſervant of God, 1 


« true obedient ſubject to the queen. He was to 
: call 


tried to the common gaol of the city, called North- 
ate; but lodged in the houſe of Mr. Robert Ingram, 
here he ſpent the night in devotion. 

About eight the next morning, the commiſſions 
rs appointed to attend the execution, came to the 
ouſe; and at nine the biſhop was brought down 
om his chamber by the ſheriffs, and led to the 
ake between them, like a lamb going to the ſlaugh- 
r, It was market day, and about ſeven thouſand 
ople were aſſembled on the occaſion. 


He was dreſſed in a gown of his hoſt's ; a hat on 
is head, and a ſtaff in his hand to ſupport him, as 
e ſciatica, which he had contracted in priſon, 
ade him halt. The people mourned for him all 
je way, and he looked very chearfully upon ſuch as 
knew, He frequently lifted up his eyes towards 
even as he paſſed along; and he was never known, 


d ruddy a countenance as he did at that time. 
When he came to the ſtake, which was oppoſite 


nd e college of prieſts, where he uſed to preach, he 
0" held the preparation for his death with a compo- 
* d and ſmiling countenance. When the iron 
O ol 


ork was brought to faſten him to the ſtake, he 
ok an iron hoop and put it about his waiſt ; and, 

(ding them take away the reſt, he ſaid, © I doubt 
not but God will give me ſtrength to abide the 
extremity of the fire without binding.” The 
ace was ſurrounded with ſpectators, and the prieſts 
the college were in the chamber over the college- 


e people, he kneeled down to prayer, and beckon- 


wa to Mr. Bridges, whom he knew, to hear it; 


cam which 


nce his being their biſhop, to look with ſo lively 


ite, As the biſhop was not permitted to ſpeak to 


— 


—— 
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which he did with great attention, and repon di I 
that the prayer was made upon the whole cre in 
wherein the biſhop continued about half an hoy ell 
and declared his faith in the form of a prayer, ft 
When he was in the middle of this prayer, a HN 
was brought, and laid before him on a ſtool, uu e 
his pardon from the queen, if he would recant, i 
When he ſaw it, he cried, If you love my ſoui np 
« away with it; if you love my ſoul, away with it. e. 
He was then permitted to proceed in prayer, which te 
he concluded in theſe words: Lord, I am hell s 
& but thou art heaven. Thou art a gracious ee 
e merciful Redeemer : Have mercy therefore upon 
me, a moſt miſerable and wretched offender, af nd 
& thy great mercy, and according to thy ineſtima [ 
& poodneſs. Thou art aſcended into heaven; te lon) 
< ceive me to be a partaker of thy joys there, wh alled 
t thou ſitteſt in equal glory with thy Father. Tn 
de well thou knoweſt wherefore 1 am come hithe e 
cc to ſuffer, and why the wicked do perſecute th ſer 
<« poor ſervant ; not for my fins and tranſgreſſion*”" 
& committed againſt thee, but becauſe I will not a ed 
„low of their wicked doings, to the contaminati 2 
& of thy blood, and the denial of the knowledge of _ 
ce thy truth; wherein it did pleaſe thee, by thy hu 
« Spirit, to inftrut me. With as much diligenq se 
4 as ſo poor a creature could, being thereto called, . 
& have ſet forth thy glory. Thou well ſeeſt, \ nel! 
6 Lord my God, what terrible torments and crul ade 
<« pains are prepared for thy poor creature; ee dos 
„ ſuch, Lord, as, without thy ſtrength, no one _ 
<« able to bear, or patiently to paſs. But that whidſ He 
* my with man, is poſſible with thee W592 


66 Then 
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T Therefore, ſtrengthen me of thy goodneſs, that 
in the fire I break not the rules of patience; or 
elſe aſſuage the terror of the pains, as ſhall ſeem 
fitteſt for thy glory.” 


When prayer was done, he prepared himſelf for 
he ſtake, and was undreſt to his ſhirt, which he 
ſed between his legs, where he had a pound of 
unpowder in 3 bladder, and under each arm the 
ke quantity delivered him by the guard. A flood 
tears burft from the eyes of the ſpeCtators as he 
15 faſtened to the ſtake, from whence he directed 
he executioner where to place the fire, which was 
jon kindled: But the wood burning ill, and the 
ind blowing away the flame, that it did not riſe up 
| ſuffocate him, nor deſtroy his vitals, he was for 
long time in the utmoſt torment. He frequently 
alled to the people, for the love of God, to bring 
im more fire; which, though it was renewed, was 
revented- by the wind from. putting him out of his 
ſery, till he had been near three quarters of an 
our in burning. During this ſpace, he frequently 
ed out, O Jeſus, thou ſon of David, have mercy 
on me, and receive my foul!” The laſt words 
was heard to utter were: Lord Jeſus, receive 
my ſpirit! The account given by Fox, of his 
png excruciating torments, is terrible to hear; who 
ys, < he. patiently bore the extremity of the fire, 
neither p King forwards, backwards, or to any 
lde; 1 bit having his. nether parts burnt, and his 
towels fall fallen our, . died as quietly as a child in 
his bed; © | 
He ſuffered” EF on the gth of February, 
Ana of his age, 
8 Ds. 


+; , Þ W 
Dz. ROWLAND TAYLOR, 


E was doctor both in civil and canon lan 

and was a very uncommon man both | 

grace and gifts. He had the piety of Calvin, t 
intrepidity of Luther, and what was orthodox i 
both. He was rector of Hadley, in Suffolk; vi 
was one of the firſt towns in England that receiv 
the goſpel, by the preaching of Mr. Thomas Bj 
ney, an eminent martyr, who was burned in th 
year 1531: By whoſe induſtry, ſays Mr. Fox 
the goſpel of Chriſt had ſuch gracious ſuccel 
< and took ſuch root there, that a great numberj 
ce that pariſh became exceedingly well learned int 
„holy ſcriptures, as well women as men:“ ſo th 
one might have found amongſt them many, whoh 
often read the whole bible through, and who cou 
have ſaid great part of St. Paul's epiſtles by heart, 


In the beginning of queen Mary's reign, ſomep 
piſts got one of their prieſts to go and ſay maſs i 
Hadley church, guarding him with drawn ſword 
The doctor, who was then in his ſtudy, hearing 
bell toll, went to the church ; where, finding t 
prieſt in popith veſtments, ready to begin maſs, 
faid to him, ** Thou devil, who made thee ſo bo 
« 2s to enter into this church, to profane and de 
« it with this abominable i olatry 71. comma 
© thee, thou popiſh wolf, in the name of God, 
& ayoid hence, and not to preſume thus to poil 
& Chriſt's flock.” Then ſaid Foſter“, „ Thout 
tor, what doſt 5 here, to let 180 diſturb tl 

: _” {BC wt 4 queen 


57D This Fider wav ftewitd, and keeper of counts, 
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queen's proceedings,” Dr. Taylor anſwered, 
am no traitor, but I am the ſhepherd, whom my 
Lord Chriſt hath appointed to feed his flock; 
therefore I have very good authority to be here. 5 
rs. Taylor, who had followed her huſband into, 
echureh, kneeled down, and lifting up her hands, 
ried with a loud voice, I beſeech God, the Tigh- 
teous Judge, to avenge this injury, which this po- 
piſh. idolater does this day to the blood of Chriſt.” 
hey then-thruſt both the doctor and her out of tlie 
wrch ; and, in a day or two after, wrote to Gar- 
ner, biſhop of Wincheſter, and lord' chancellor, 
dging,in his court many falſe and heavy charges 
painſt him. 
goon after, Gardiner ſent . kim to London 7 
which, his friends adviſing him to fſèe, as he 
ad otherwĩſe nothing to expect but imprilanmend 
d death; he anſwered, I know my cauſe to be 
lo good. and righteous, and the truth ſo ſtrong on 
my fide, that I will, by God's grace, go and ap- 
pear before them, and to their beards will reſiſt 
their falſe doings : for I believe I ſhall never be 
able to do God ſo good ſervice as now; and that 
I ſhall never have ſo glorious a calling, nor ſo 
great à mercy proffered me, as. I have now. 
Wherefore pray for me; and I doubt not but 
God will give me. ſtrength, and his holy Spirit, 
ſo as that all my adverſaries ſhall be aſhamed of 
their doings.” 


Dr. Taylor, upon his arrival at London, waited 
the biſhop,, who, according to cuſtom, reviled 
Im, calling him knave, traitor, heretic, and much 
ore of the ſame kind A language, which was uſu- 
TS int i 


An A traitor nor a heretie, but a true ſubjeR, and 
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al with him; all which the doctor heard with prey ine 
patience ; and then faid, My lord, I am neithg 


faithful chriſtian man; and am come, accordin 
« to your command, to know your lordſhip's ple. 
« ſure in ſending for me.” Then faid the biſhop 
Art thou come, thou villain? How dareſt the 
look me in the face for ſhame? Knoweſt thy 


tc not who I am?” Ves, replied the doctor 
& I know who you are. You are Dr. Stephen Gard 


ner, biſhop of Wincheſter, and lord chancellor 
«and yet but a mortal man, I trow. But if 
« ſhould be afraid of your Jordly looks, why 
< you not God, the Lord of us all? How dare yo. 
© look any chriſtian man in the face, ſince you hay 
« forfaken the truth, denied Chriſt, and done con 
« trary to your oath and writing ? With what fact 
& will you appear before Chriſt's judgment ſeat, an 
te anſwer to your oath againſt popery in the time d 
< king Henry VIII. and in the reign of king Ed 
« ward VI. when you both ſpoke and writ againf 

ce jt?” © Tuſh, tuſh, cried the biſhop; that was 
4e an Herod's oath, unlawful ; and therefore worth 
c to be broken: I have done well in breaking it 
and, I thank God, I am come home again to o 


mother, the catholic church of Rome; and ſo WF"?! 
* would thou ſhouldeſt do.“ But, faid Dr. Tay grac 
& lor, you will not be difcharged before Chril Afte 


4 who doubtleſs will require it at your hands, 2 
« Jawful oath made to our hege and ſovereign lor th 
«the king, from whoſe obetfierice the pope nor anch th 
other man can abſolve you.“ 


On the laſt day of January, Dr. Tayfor was et 
amiyed 
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ned; for the laſt time, before the biſhops, who- 
arged him with hereſy and ſchiſm; requiring at 
e ſame time à determinate anſwer, whether he. 
ould ſubmit himfelf to the Roman biſhop, and ab- 
e his errors; or elſe they would proceed according 
their laws to his condemnation. Dr. Taylor 
wered, with a great deal of courage and-ſtedfaſt- 
is, that he would not depart.from the truth which. 
had preached in. king Edward's days, neither. 


t thanked God, who had ſo honoured him, as to 
him to ſuffer for his. word and truth's fake. 
hen. the biſhops ſaw him ſo bold, conſtant, and 
moveable, they read the ſentence of death upon 
im; which wien he had heard, he ſaid, with a re- 
urkable degree of fortitude, «] doubt not, but 
that God, the righteous judge, will require my 
blood at your hands, and that the proudeſt of you 
all ſhall repent this receiving again of antichriſt, 
and the tyranny, you now. thew againſt. the flocks: 
of Chriſt.” * 


He was remanded to priſon; and the keeper was 


ay back, the people crouded to ſee him; to whom: 


o ovay from them undefiled, and will, by God's: 
ye, confirm the truth with my blood. * 
itil After he had been condemned about a week, 


hop, Bonner went to. the priſon to perform upon 


— lay you, my lord; am I not a goodly fool ? 
vcd. U - Þ N How 


ould he ſubmit himſelf to the Romiſh antichriſt z. 


arged to: confine him cloſer than ever. In his: 


aid, . God be praiſed, good people, I am come 


m the ceremony of degradation. Being, cloathed 
4 the popiſh veſtments, he ſet his hands on his 
„and walking up and down the room ſaid, 


— ———— — —„ ——_ — - 
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Ho fay you, my maſters ; if L were in Cheapſc 
* ſhould I not have boys enow to laugh at thej 
< apiſh toys, and toying trumpery ?”” Upon whic 
the biſhop fell to ſcraping his fingers, and thumb 
and the crown of his head; and curſed him 2920 
and again. Tho” you curſe me (faid the dodtur 
God doth. bleſs me. I have the witneſs of my 
* conſcience, that ye have done me wrong and vic 
* lerice : Nevertheleſs, I pray God, if it be his wil 
'< to forgive you. But from the tyranny of th 
* biſhop. of Rome, and his deteſtable enormitie 
good Lord, deliver us.” 


After his degradation. he was ſent to the Kg 
Bench, where he ſoon experienced (what at 0 "po 
time was remarkable) the difference between thi 
keepers of the biſhop's priſons, and thoſe of tl 
king's ; the former were wicked and cruel, like thei 
mercileſs maſters ; but the latter were humane, 20 
generally. ſhewed all the favour in their power ere: 
Therefore Dr. Taylor obtained leave, through th 
rourteſy of his new keeper, to have his wife, his (o 
Thomas, and his ſervant John Hull, to ſup with hin 
the evening before he was removed. After ſupp 
he addreſſed his beloved wife, and his. dear ſon, an 
gave them many pious exhortations relative to the 
future conduct. Having finiſhed his laſt, partin 
advice, with the utmoſt tenderneſs. and: affeCtion 
they prayed together, embraced, and wept over ex 
other, in. a very affecting manner.” He then g 
his wife a book of Common Prayer, publiſhed! 
king Edward, which he had taken with-him to pr 
ſon, and occaſionally uſed': And-to his ſon Thom 
he gave 2 Latin book of remarkable ſayings oft 


anc if 


her ſuffering huſband, nor he. her, any more in tb 
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4 God bleſs thee. I. pray you all ſtand ſtrong aq 
7 ſtedfaſt unto Chriſt and his word, and: — you. 
from idolatry.” Then ſaid his wife, . God by 
« with.thee,, dear Rowland; 1 will, with Gods 
4 help, meet thee at Hadley.” But he following 
them to the i inn, and, the ſheriff, ſeeing her there 
ordered her to be taken away and confined, till be 
returned from the execution; So. that ſhe ſaw n 


vale of tears. 


The doctor was put into 3 with ag 
of four men, here he gave himſelf-wholly to pray 
er, till 11 o'clock; when. they put him on horſeba 
in the inn- yard, and then opened the gates and le 
him forth. At the gates ſtood waiting his truſh 
ſervant. John Hull, with his ſon. Thomas ; who 
when the doctor ſaw, he ſaid, Come hither, m 
ſ on Thomas; and ſetting the child before him tar 
on his horſe, and taking off his hat, he ſaid to th 
numerous ſpectators ., Good. people, this is m 
<< own ſon, begotten. of my body in Jawful math 
<6 monyz and God be bleſſed for lawful matrimony.eeiy, 
He then lifted up his eyes to heaven and prayed fo 
his ſon, and bleſſed him, and delivered him to Jobi 
Hull, whom he took-byjthe hand and ſaid, Fat 
<6 wel, John Hull, the. faithfulleſt ſervant that ee 

«man had.” 

At Burntwood, by. ee inen topped and | 
z cloſe hood made for him, with holes for his ey: 
and one for his mouth. This-was done to him an 
many others; becauſe it was underſtood. that: 
meekneſs, patience, and fortitude, which appeare 
in their countenances, tended very much to ſtrengiſſeten 
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the proteffants in the faith of God's word, and 
\ encreaſe their abhorrence of thi eruelties of pour 
ry. , 
Notwithſtanding this kind of treatment, the doc- 
r was exceeding chearfyl on the road; more like 
e going to a marriage-ſupper, than one going to 
burnt alive. He exhorted the ſheriff and his men 


repent and forſake their wicked courſes of life, in 
earneſt and pathetic a manner, that they frequent- 


wept. In the evening they were met by the ſhe- 
F of Suffolk, at Chelmsford ; where they alt ſup- 
d together. After ſupper, the ſheriff of Eſſex 
nk to Dr. Taylor, and endeavoured, by many 
uſible and fair ſpeeches, to perſuade him to ab- 
e. When it came to the doctor's turn to drink, 
wok the cup, and, after paufing a little, he fad, 
Maſter fheriff, and my —— all, I heartily 
ank you for your good will; 1 have hearkened 
to your words, and matked well your counſels, —' 
And.to be plain with you, I do perceive that I 
have been deceived myſelf, and I am like to de. 
ceivea great many at Hadley of their expeCtation.” 
e ſheriff, hoping theſe words referred to 2 re- 
tation; faid; 4 "God's bleſſing be on your heart, 
hat is the mog comfortable word we have heard 
you ſpeak yet but pray explain yourſelf.” The 
or did ſo, by faying, I am a man of a very 
mat carcaſe, which, I hoped, would have been 
ried in Hadley church-yard ; but I fee, Fam 
ceived: And thete is à great number of worms 
ere, which: ſhould have had jolly feeding upon 
tis carrion, But now both'T and they ſhall be 
leceired of our expeQitioty; — careaſe ſhalt 
ede 
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<« be burnt to aſhes.” The ſheriff was aſtoniſhed 
at ſuch an inſtance of fortitude in the approach of 
ſo ſhocking a death. 

The ſheriff of Suffolk ſtopped two days at Lan- 
ham, and was met by the magiſtrates and princif 
gentlemen of the county, who all laboured to bring 
Dr. Taylor over tg the Romiſh religion; promilin 
him great promotion, even a biſhopric, if he wou ou 
accept of it: But he had not /o learned Chriſt, 
Within two miles of Hadley, he deſired to alight 
and being accordingly permitted, he fetched a ley 
or two, as men do in dancing; which was obſerve 
by the ſheriff; who ſaid, ** Well, maſter doo 
* how do you do now?” ©* Very well, never better; 
and added, . God be praiſed, I am almoſt at home 
« and have not more than] two ſtiles to go ove! 
before I am at m y father's houſe.” Being told 
ſhould go through Hadley, he faid, .O good Loſſemt 
„ thank thee, I ſhall. yet once, ere I die, ſee u 
d flock, whom, thou. Lord knoweſt, I have mo oath 


& heartily loved, and truly taught. Good Lord, . 
« bleſs them, and. keep: chem ſtedfaſt in thy wolf aug 
<« and truth! thoſ 


be ſtreets of Hadley were lined with men at 
womens. both. of the town, and-the country rout 
about, weeping and lamenting their loſs, and prayi 
to God to ſtrengthen and comfort him. in. the t 
ing hour; to whom he frequently faid, as he rode 
long, I have preached to you. God's, word 1 
truth, and am come this day to- ſeal it with ! 
<& blood.” Paſſing the alms-houſes, where he 
well known, he diſtributed what little money he 
left, taking his leave of them, with. his pray ers 
God. for them. 


TAYLOR. 


When he was come to Aldham- common, the 
ace where he was to ſuffer, he ſaid, . thanked be 
God, I am even at home;” and alighting from 
is horſe, with both hands rent the hood from his 
jead ; when it appeared that he, who, with the ut- 
noſt propriety, is called bloody Bonner, when he de- 
ded Dr. Taylor, had with feminine envy endea- 
ured to disfigure him, by clipping off in places his 
ne hair, and by tying other parts of it into knots"; 
hich notwithſtanding when the people ſaw again 
g venerable countenance with his long white beard, 
ey burſt out into tears and prayers, that God, for 
riſt's ſake, would ſtrengthen, help, and comfort 
im, He then attempted to ſpeak to the people, 
t as ſoon as he opened his mouth, immediatel) 
e or other thruſt a tipſtaff into it: He afked leave 
the ſheriff, but he denied him; bidding him re- 
ember his promiſe. ©* Well, ſaid the doctor, 
promiſe muſt be kept *.“ He then put off his 
caths' to his ſhirt, and gave them away; and 
ith a loud voice cried out, Good people, I have 
taught you nothing but- God's holy word, and 
thoſe leſſons that I have taken out of God's bleſſed 
book, the holy bible.” With that Holmes, one of 
e guard, who had behaved the moſt cruelly to the 
tor all the way down, gave him a ſevere blow 
the head with a waſter [or bludgeon], and faid, 
|s this the keeping thy promiſe, thou heretic 1 


He then ſaw that they would not allow him to 
1 ; and therefors he kneeled down and prayed. 
7 Riſing 


The promiſe was ſuppoſed to be given in conſequence of a 
io cut out his tongue, if he attempted tu ſpeak, 


ed 
of 


226 TAYLOR. 
KRiſing from prayer, he went to the ſtake and kit 
ſed it; and ſtood in a;pitch-barrel, ſet for that pur 
poſe, with his back upright againſt the take, y 
his hands clafped together, and his eyes lifted upt 
heaven; and ſo continued praying. One of 
men employed to make the fire, threw a faggot 
him, which ſo wounded him that the blood 
down his face: to whom the doctor ſaid, . Frien 
have harm enough; what need of that ?” Ar 
ther, hearing him ſay the pſalm Miſerere, in 15 
tiſh, ſtruck him on the mouth; ſaying, ** Knay 
<<. ſpeak Latin, or I will make thee. The ſire he 
ing kindled, he continued in the ſame poſture, wit 
out moving at all, praying unto God, and ſayin 
« Mereiful Father of heaven, for Jeſus Chriſt n 
= Saviour's:ſake, receive my ſoul into thy hand; 
At laſt, one with a halbert ſtruck out his brai 
and his body fell into the fire. ph 
Dr, Taylor, in his laſt will and teſtament, wi 
e left with his wife and children, gave them m 
excelſent advice; as he did alſo to his pariſhiont 
at Hadley ; and, amongſt other things, he then 
uſed theſe affectionate and conſolatory expreſſiꝶ ente 
Count me not dead, for. I ſhall certainly live, 
never die. I go before, and you ſhall follow 
<< ter, to qur long home. I go to the reſt of 
« children, Suſan, George, Ellen,, Robert and eure 
* chary; of have bequeathed you to the ON Ove tn 
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ROBERT FERR AR, 


BISHOP OF ST. DAVID'S. 


ISTORY furniſhes us with but little more 

concerning. this illuſtrious champion for the 
uth, than the circumſtances which occafioned, or 
mediately preceded, his death. 


Mr. Ferrar received his education at Oxford, and 
35 2 canon regular of St. Mary's, in that univer- 
y. He alſo proceeded to the degree of bachelor 
divinity. | 

It appears, that the great duke of Somerſet, lord 
oteftor in the reign of Edward VI. and friend to 
e Reformation, was the. patron of Mr. Ferrar, 
d thought: him a proper inſtrument to aſſiſt in 
rrying on that important work. Accotdingly, he 
ocured for him the biſhopric of St. David's, in 
ales ; to which he was conſecrated on the gth of 
ptember, 1547; Where his zeal ſoon procured 
m many enemies among the papiſts and their ad- 
rents. And his patron ſoon after falling by the 
lens of an oppoſite party, theſe people gave him 
great deal of trouble, and artfully and villainouſly 
y means of two ungrateful officers of his own ſee) 
cured an attachment againſt him; by which, 
me time before the king's death, he was commit- 
| to priſon under a debt, pretended to be due from 
biſhopric to the crown. 


It may eaſily be ſuppoſed, that ſuch a man could 
t expect a releaſe in ſuch a reign, as immediately 
vowed, On the * inſtead of the pretence 

of 
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of a præmunire, with which he had been beſon 
charged by thoſe, who wiſhed to diſplace him fron 
his biſhopric ; he was now attacked upon the ſeg 
of hereſy by others, who hunted for his life, 


On the 4th of February, 1555, he was brought 
in the company of biſhop Hooper, Mr. Bradford 
Mr. Rogers, Mr. Saunders, and others, before th; 
zealous perſecutor, Gardiner, biſhop of Wincheſter 
and lord chancellor; who, according to his cuſtom 
treated him and them with great aſperity and ve 
' MI manners, He frequently taunted at this vene 
rable man, though of his own rank and order in thy 
church, and deſcended to ſuch groſs vulgarities,: 
to call him by the names of—froward fellow—fal 
knauve—froward knave, &c,—terms, more ſcanda 
lous to thoſe who uſe them, than to thoſe, to whan 
they are given. He alſo threatened to make | 
work with him; and, in this caſe, he was as good: 
his word; for the ſuffering biſhop was hurried aw: 
to death, with very little formality or examination 


Under the liberty, both civil and religious, whic 
we now enjoy; it may ſeem ſurprifing, that me 
were ſuffered to be condemned ſo arbitrarily and un 
formally, as we find them, in particular, througho 
the ſhort and bloody reign of queen Mary. } 
religious bigotry ſwallowed up all other conſide 
tions; and the powers of the crown were not! 
bounded and curtailed, as they have been in ſuim t 
ceeding reigns. The general liberties of the ſui eir: 
ject were far leſs underſtood than they are at pr 
ſent ; and the ſhackles of eccleſiaſtical tyranny wel 
not thoroughly broken. The abuſe of power | 


las it always leads) to the due examination of 
foun 


undation: And men never ſuffer extremities, but 
voy ſet their wits, at leaſt, to work for the diſco- 
ery of ſome relief. Thus, the ſevere perſecution 
y the papiſts tended much more to the deſtruction 
f popery, than to the demolition of the proteſtant 
octrine. Where brutal force is thought neceſſary, 
ere muſt be a very low apprehenſion of the exiſt- 
nce and power of truth, * 


To complete their enormous proceedings, Gardi- 
er and his colleagues ſent this worthy biſhop down 
o his dioceſe, in order to be condemned—and can 
be read without ſurpriſe ?—by his ſucceſſor, whoſe 
tereft it was to condemn him. This new biſhop's 
ame was Morgan; and he ſeconded his friend's 
jeas of making ſhort work with Ferrar, by all the 
ligence in his power. He condemned him, after 
0 or three ſhort examinations (for the ſake of a 
auſible pretence) upon the articles—** of allowing 


* the marriage of prieſts of denying Chriſt's cor- 
" IMF poral preſence in the ſacrament—of affirming, 
which that the mafs is not a facrifice propitiatory for 
'2 the quick and dead—of declaring, that the hoſt 
1G un 


ought not to be elevated or adored—and, of aſ- 
ſerting, that man is juſtified by faith alone ;”—all 
hich Morgan pronounced to be damnable errors, 
ereſies, and falſe opinions. He next degraded him 
not om his eccleſiaſtical functions, and then delivered 
im to the ſecular power, the ſcandalous tool of 
eir abominable malice and perſecution. 


The ſecular power, ready to follow the ſpirituat 
rection of the popiſh authority, ſoon brought this 
nyr forth, as a lamb to the ſlaugſiter. He was 


urned, on the ſouth fide of the market-croſs at 
f X 2 Caer- 


— —— — — — —— 


— — —— 2 — 
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“ daſhed him upon the head, and fo ſtruck hit 
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Caermarthen, on Saturday the 3oth of March, | 
the year 1555. 


A little before this good biſhop ſuffered, a lf 
Richard Jones, a young gentleman of family i in the 
country, lamented to him the ſeverity and painful. 
neſs of the kind of death, which he was to undergg, 
The biſhop, with all the firmneſs which was cele 
brated in the primitive martyrs of the church, im. 
mediately anſwered in theſe words: If you ſee me 
« oncetoſtir, while I ſuffer the pains of burning, th 
<< give no credit to the truth of thoſe doctrines fo 
* which I die.” Undoubtedly, it was by the grace 
and ſupport of God, he was enabled to make good 
this aſſertion ; “ for (ſays Mr. Fox) fo patiently he 
4 ſtood, that he never moved; but even as he ſtoo 
* holding up the ſtumps of his hands, ſo till he 
„continued, till one Richard-Gravell, with a ſtaf 


« down.” 


Biſhop Ferrar was one of the committee (accord 
ing to biſhop Burnet) nominated to compile th 
Engliſh liturgy . He alſo, in conjunction wit 
{ſeveral other proteſtant biſhops and martyrs, impti 
ſoned in London, ſigned a brief confeſſion of fait 
wherein many of the pernicious doctrines and prac 
tices of the church of Rome are expoſed, contuted 
and condemned. 


Probably the correction of the Liturgy, in the time of Hen 
VIII. about the year 1 540, is here intended: For as to the co 
poſition of a new Liturgy, in 547, in the firſt year of Edward VI 
that was done by a committee of thirteen eminent biſhops, & 


who were appointed for that purpoſe, 
- | 10 
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JOHN BRADFORD. 


E was born at Mancheſter, and by his parents 
| brought up in learning; and afterwards he 
erved Sir John Harrington, a man much employed 
nder Henry VIII. and Edward VI. in which place 

> had opportunity of much improving himſelf ; 
xr his maſter found him ſo active, and fit for his 
mployments, that, above all others, he made moſt 
ſe of his faithful ſervice: and thus he continued 
ith him for ſome years. But God intending him 
or other employment, having given up a juſt ac= 
dunt to his maſter, with his good approbation, he 
ent to Cambridge; where, by his diligence in ſtu- 
y, he profited ſo much in knowledge, and ſo pleaſed 
Il by his godly and blameleſs converſation, hat, 
fter one year's abode in the univerſity, he was 
hoſen a fellow of Pembroke-hall.. Bucer falling 
nto acquaintance with him, highly prized it ; and 
erſuaded him to enter into the miniſtry, which he 
odeſtly excuſed for want of learning: To whom 
zucer ſaid, ** If thou have not fine manchet-bread,, 
yet give the people — or ſuch as thou 
haſt,” 


Being thus perſuaded into the miniſtry, biſhops 

idley made him a prebend in St. Paul's; where he 
ontinued three years faithfully preaching Chriſt 
rucified, ſtrenuouſly oppoſing errors and hereſies, 
d perſuading to a godly life. | 

In the beginning of queen Mary's reign, Bourn, 

ſhop of Bath, made a ſeditious ſermon at Paul's. 
A-3. Croſs, 
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Croſs, which fo moved the people to indignation, 
that they were ready to pull him out of the pulpit 

whereupon Bourn required Bradford (who was be. 

hind him) to ſtand in his place, and to quiet the 
people, which accordingly he did'; whom, when the 
people ſaw, they cried, <* Bradford, Bradford, God 
< ſave thy life, Bradford. *”” Bourn not yet think. 

ing himſelf ſafe, requeſted Bradford to convey hin 
into the ſchool-maſter's houfe ; which according 
he did, going at his back, and ſhettering him from 
the people: whereupon one faid to him, “ Ah! 
< Bradford, Bradford, thou faveſt him that wil 
< help to burn thee.” In the afternoon, Bradfom one: 
preached at Bow-church, and ſharply rebuked th | 
people for their ſeditious conduct: yet, within thr: 
days after, he was cited before the council, and 
eharged with ſedition for this act, and by them ved 
ſent priſoner, firſt to the Tower, then to the King) 
Bench in Southwark; and, after his condemnation 
he was ſent to the Compter : In which places, for the 
time he remained priſoner, he preached twice a day 
unleſs ſickneſs hindered, and often adminiſtered thi 
facrament. Preaching, reading and prayer, were hi 
whole delight. He eat but one meal a day, and tha 
a ſpare one too; and he ufually ftudied*upon hi 
knees. In the midſt of dinner, he uſed to meditate 
with his hat on. his eyes, from: which flowed plenty 
of tears dropping on his trencher. He was in ſuc 
credit with his keeper in. Southwark,.that in an even 
ing he would give him leave, upon his bare word 
to go into London, to viſit a ſick. perſon ; and he ws 
ſo mindful of his promiſe, that he uſed to return 
priſon again before his hour. He was of perl 
ſomewli 
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what tall and flender, and of a faint fanguine 
our. He ſlept not above four hours in. the night; 
ad, till fleep came, his book went not out of his 
and. His recreation was honeſt company, and 
riſtiam diſcourſe, a little after dinner; and fo to. 
zyer, and his book again. He counted that hour 
ſpent, wherein he did not ſome good either with. 


in hs pen, ſtudy, or exhorting others. He was no. 
12 egard of his purſe, but would liberally communi- 
rome to his fellow-priſoners.. Once a. week he vi- 
\h id the thieves on the other ſide of the priſon, giv- 


o them godly exhortations, and diftributing ſome: 
oney amongſt them. An intimate friend of his: 
ked him, if he ſhould procure his liberty, what he 
uld do, and whither he would go? To whom he 
ſwered, that he cared not whether he were deli- 
red out of priſon or not; but, if he ſhould, that 
en he would marry, and abide ſecretly in England, 
d teach the people as the time would ſuffer him.. 


and 
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od men; ſo that many who knew him not but by 
e only, much lamented his death.; yea, many 
piſts wiſhed heartily that he might lve.. Nor was. 
re any priſoner with him, but received ſome pro- 
by him. The day before he was carried to New- 
e, the keeper's wife came running into his cham« 
ſaying, ** Oz Mr. Bradford! I bring you heavy 

ews, for to-morrow you muſt be burned ; your 
hain is now a» buying, and preſently you muſt go 
to Newgate.” ? With that, Mr. Bradford put off 
cap, lifted up his eyes to heaven, and ſaid, I 
thank God for it, I have looked for this a long 
une ; it comes not now to me ſuddenly, but as a 
& thing 


was had in great reverence and eſteem of all, 
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4 favour, is true life.“ 
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thing waited for every day and hour: The Lon 
* make me worthy thereof.“ 


One Percival came on a certain day to Mr. Brad. 
ford, and expreſſed his deſire to intercede in his fi. 
vour: To whom Bradford replied, “Do it not n 
my requeſt, for I deſire nothing at your hands 
If the queen will give me life, I will thank her 
& if the will baniſh me, I will thank her; if ſhe vi 
burn me, I will thank her; if ſhe will conden 
me to perpetual impriſonment, I will thank her. 00d 


The morning before he was to be burned, as ht 
was putting on a clean ſhirt, in which he was to ſu 
fer, he made ſuch a prayer of the wedding garmen 
that ſome preſent were ſo deeply affected, tha 
their eyes were as thoroughly occupied in look 
ing on him, as their ears were attentive to hear hi 
prayer. On his departing out of his chamber, 


prayed earneſtly, and gave money, to every ſerv; . 
and officer in the houſe, exhorting them to fear : 
ſerve God continually, and to labour to avoid all mu bes 

i ha 
ner of evil. Then, turning to the wall, he praye * 


vehemently, that his words might not be ſpoken 
them in. vain, but that the Lord would work eff 
tually in them, for Chriſt's ſake. Fhe priſoner 
with weeping eyes, took their farewel of him. 


Whilſt he was a priſoner, he was often examint 
before the biſhops, and life was offered him if he v 
recant ; but he anſwered, Life, with. God's d 
* pleaſure, is worſe than death; and death, in! 


On the 1ſt of July, 1555, at four o'clock 
the morning, Smithfield. was full of people, thou 
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ſr, Bradford was not brought thither before nine. 
zoing through Newgate, he eſpied an old friend; 


andkerchief, &. And when he departed, one 
Ir. Roger Beſwick, brother-in-law to Mr. Brad- 
rd, came up, and ſhook him. by the hand; for 
hich Mr. Woodrooffe, the ſheriff, like a rough 
de man, broke Mr. Beſwick's head, ſo that the 
ood flew about ; and, as they could not change 
any words together, Mr. Bradford took his leave 
him, deſiring to be recommended to his mother 
d his friends, and adviſed him to go directly to a 


geon. 
He was taken into Smithfield, with 2 ſtrong 
ard of armed men. When he came to the place 
ere he was to ſuffer, he fell on his face and pray- 
After which, he took a faggot and kiſſed it, 
d the ſtake likewiſe. Then having put off his 
tthes, he ſtood by the ſtake, and lifting up his eyes 
d hands towards heaven, ſaid; „O England, 
England, repent of thy fins, repent of thy fins, 
beware of idolatry : Beware of antichriſts ; take 
need they do not deceive thee !” Then he turn- 
his face to John Leaf, a young man about twenty 
rs old, who ſuffered with him, and ſaid; * Be 
df good comfort, brother, for we ſhall ſup with 
be Lord this night.” He then embraced the 
6s, and ſaid, “ Strait is the gate, and narrow is 
he way, that leadeth to life eternal; and few 
here be that find it.” He ended his life like a 
b, without the leaſt alteration of countenance, 
in the prime of his days. 


Dr. 


whom he called, and gave him his velvet cap, an 
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Ds. HUGH LATIMER, 


BISHOP OF WORCESTER, 


F this plain and pious, as well as moſt zeal, 

divine, it may be ſaid, that he was one of theft 
and moſt uſeful reformers of the church of England 
He was deſcended of mean but honeſt parents, 
Thirkeſſon, or Thurcaſton, near Mount Sorrel, i 
Leiceſterſhire, where his father lived in good rep 
tation; and though he had no land of his own, bu 
rented a ſmall farm of four pounds a year at the ut 
moſt, yet, by frugality and induſtry, and the advan 
tage of a good bargain, he brought up a large fami 
ly of fix daughters, beſides this his only ſon “, wh 
was a zealous papiſt ; till, by the will of God, an 


the endeavours of Mr. Thomas Bilney, he ich 
brouz 117 
In one of his court ſermons, in king Edward's time, But 
author, inveighing againſt the nobility and gentry, and ſpeam al 
of the moderation of landlords a few years before, and the pin 
in which their tenants lived, tells his audience, in his familiar nd \ 
that upon a farm of four pounds a year, at the utmoſt, his fal 
tilled as much ground as kept half a dozen men; that he ha rety 
ſtocked with a hundred ſheep and thirty cows ; that he found WÞnful 
king a man and horſe, himlelf remembering to have buckled ice e: 
his father's harneſs, when he went to Blackheath ; that he Mzge. 
his daughters five pounds a-piece at marriage; that he lived * 
pitably among his neighbours, and was not backward in his | 
to the poor. And all this, ſaid he, he did of the (aid taniWHe f 
« Whereas he, who now hath it, pays ſixteen pounds ich x 
« year, or more, and is not able to do any thing for his pull Nit 
ce for himſelf, nor for his children, or give a cup of drink 08 650 


« poor. — What would Latimer have ſaid of our preſent 
renting landlords, who not only do not relieve, but procuiæ u 
to grind the face of the poor ? 
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In the beginning of that reign, a purſuivant wp 
ſent to bring him to London ; of which he had n 
tice fix hours before the purſuivant arrived. By 
inſtead of fleeing, he prepared for his journey t 
London. And when the purſuivant was come, h 
ſaid to him, “ My friend, you are welcome. Ig 
«© as willingly to London to give an account of n 
ce faith, as ever I went to any place in the world, 
© And I doubt not, but as the Lord made me wo 
© thy formerly to preach the word before two ex 
& cellent princes, he will now enable me to be 
£ witneſs to the truth before the third, either to he 
<« eternal comfort or diſcomfort.” As he rode 
this occaſion through Smithfield, he faid, I 
<« Smithfield had groaned for him a long time.“ 


Being brought before the council, he was, aft 
many mocks and ſcorns, committed to the Tow: 
where the Lord ſo animated and ſtrengthened hi 
that he not only patiently endured the hardſhips ( 
his impriſonment, but deſpiſed and laughed att! 
inſults of his enemies. Being there kept in the wit 
ter ſeaſon, old and infirm as he was, without a ff 
he ſaid to the lieutenant, ** You think I ſhall bu 

„ but except yo let me have a fire, I ſhalld 
_ « ceive your expectations; for I am here like to 
& ſtarved with cold.“ 

He particularly prayed for three things. —0 
was, That as God had appointed him to b. 
ce preacher of his word, he would give him grace 
< to ſtand to it, as that he might give his hea 
&« blood for it.” Another was, „That God, de, 
« his mercy, would reſtore his goſpel to Engl duee 
again, again reſtore it;“ which laſt words he 0 
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repeated. in his prayer, and with fuch freedom 
ad ardor withal, as if he had ſeen God face to face. 
ad the third was, „That the Lord would ptt- 
ſerve the princefs Elizabeth, and fhake her a com- 
i fort to the whole realm of England.” And the 
ord moſt graciouly granted all theſe requeſts. 


Among other inſtances of his zeal and reſolution, 
e gave one Which was indeed very remarkable 
e had the courage to write to Henry VIII. againſt a 
reclamation then juſt publiſhed, forbidding the uſe 
f the bible in Engliſh, and other books on religious 
bjects. He had preached before his majeſty once 
t twice at Windſor; and had been taken notice of 
y him in a more affable manner, than that mo- 
arch uſually indulged towards his ſutje&s. But 
fhatever hopes of preferment his ſovereign s favour 
ght have raiſed in him, he choſe to put all to the 
ard, rather than omit what he thought his duty. 
at i ie was generally conſidered as one of the moſt emi- 
e wiegt of thoſe, who favoured proteſtantiſm; : and 
herefore' thought it became him to be one of the 
oft forward in oppofing popery. His letter is the 
dure of an honeſt and ſincere heart; it was chiefly ' 
tended to point to the king the bad intention of 
biſhops" in procuring the proclamation, and con- 
luded in theſe terms: Accept, gracious ſovereign, 
'vithour diſpleaſure, - what I have written; I 
thought it my duty to mention thoſe things to your 
*maxefty. ' No perſonal quarrel, as God ſhall judge 
me, have I with any man; I wanted only to in- 
duce your to conſider well what kind of 
. l about you, and the ends for 
which they counſel, * great prince, 21 
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« of: chem, or they are much ſlandered, have ven 
cc private ends. God grant your majeſty may ſee 
<< through all the deſigns of evil men, and be in at 
7 * things equal to the high office with which you ar 
r entruſted. - Wherefore, gracious king, remember 
4 yourſelf, have pity upon your own ſoul, and think 
* that the day is at hand, when you mall give ac. 
& count of your office, and of the blood that bath 
«been ſhed by your ſword: In the which day, tha 
<« your grace may ſtand ſtedfaſtly, and not be 3. 
<< ſhamed, but be clear and ready in your reckoning, 
c and have your pardon ſealed with the blood of our 
« Saviour Chriſt, which. alone ſerveth at that day, 
is my dafly prayer to Him, who ſuffered death for 
our fins. . The Spirit of God preſerve you!“ 


Though the influence of the popiſh party then 
prevailed ſo far, that this letter produced no effect: 
Yet the king, no way diſpleaſed, received it not only 
with temper, but with great condeſcenſion, gu- 
ciouſiy thanking him for his well · intended advice. 


Sentence of death was paſſed upon him in the be- 
ginning of October; and he and Dr. Ridley wen 
executed on the ꝛ6th. When they came to the 
ſtake, Latimer lifted up bis eyes, with a ſweet and 
amiable countenance, ſaying, God is faithful, who 
< will not ſuffer us to be tempted above that which 
«we are able.” When they were brought to the 
fire, on a ſpot of ground on the north fide of Baliol 
College, Oxford ; where,, after an abuſive ſermon, 
being tpld by an officer they,might now ;make ready 
for the ſtake, Mr. Latimer, having thrown off his 
priſon attire, appeared i in a ſhroud prepared for the 
purpole ; £5, and whereas before (ſays. Mr. Fo] be 


. 2 has 
12 73 i ſeemed 


«. © 4 


* 


LATIMER. 242 


ſeemed a withered and crooked old man, he ſtood 
„now bolt upright, as comely a father as one might 
lightly behold.” Being thus ready, he recom- 
nended his ſoul to God, and delivered himſelf to 
the executioner ; ſaying to the biſhop of London, 
We ſhall this day, brother, light ſuch a candle in 
England, as ſhall never be put out.“ 


I: is ſaid, that as he was burning, the blood rart 
from his heart in ſuch abundance, that it aſtoniſhed 
he ſpectators, and brought to mind what die had 
ore wiſhed, that he nüght be ſo happy as to ſhed 
is heart's blood for the truth. When the fire was 
it kindled, he cried, © O Father of heaven, re- 
ceive my ſoul ;” and fo receiving the flame, and 
33 it ſeemed) embracing i it, and having ſtroked his 

with his hands, and bathed them a little in the 
Ire, he ſoon died; without the eaſt JE or 
uffering pain. 


Such was the death of Hugh Latimer, biſhop of 
orceſter, one of the leaders of that noble army 3 
artyrs, who introduced the Reformation in Eng- 
- He had a happy temper, improved by the 
t principles; and ſuch was his chearfulneſs, that 
one of the [circumſtances of life were ſeen to diſ- 
ompoſe him Such was his chriſtian fortitude, that 
ot even the ſevereſt trials could unman him; he 


) the ad a collected ſpirit, and on no occaſion Wanted 4 
aliolBWefource ; he could retire within himſelf, feel the 
mon, Wupport of a nn Maſter, nd hold ay wr at 
ready enance. 


ff his 
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emed 


And, as danger could not 4 ſo neither cold 
abition allure him. Though converſant in courts, 
id intimate with princes, he preſerved to the laſt a 
Y 2. rare 
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rare inſtance of moderation in his original plainneß 
In his profeſſion he was indefatigable: And, that y 
might beſtow as much time as poſſible on the ati 
part of it, he allowed himſelf only thoſe hours fc 
his private ſtudies, when the buſy world is at reſt 
conſtantly riſing, at all ſeaſons of. the year, by tue 
in the morning. How conſcientious he was in th 
diſcharge of the public parts of his office, we hau 
many examples. No man could perſuade more ſot 
cibly z, no man could exert, on proper occaſions, 
more commanding ſeverity. The wicked, in what 
ever ſtation, he rebuked with Jignity, and awed vic 
more than a penal law. 


He was not efteemed a very wand man, forh 
cultivated only uſeful learning, and that he thoug 
lay in a very narrow compaſs. He never engaged 
in worldly affairs, thinking that a clergyman ough 
to employ himſelf only in his profeſſion. Thus ln o 
- lived, rather a good, than what the world calls 
great man. He had not thoſe commanding talent 
which give ſuperiority in buſineſs ; but, for honeſt 
and ſincerity of heart, far true ſimplicity of man 
ners, for apoſtolic zeal in the cauſe of religion, an 
for every virtue, .both of a public and private kind 
that ſhould adorn the life of a chriſtian ; he was emi 
nent and exemplary beyond moſt men of his ow: 
or of any other time; well deſerving that evange 
lical commendation, « with the teſtimony of a goo 
* conſcience in fimplicity and godly fincerity, 0 
< with flechly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, l 
9 has his converiation i in the world. 
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NICHOLAS RIDLE Y. 


BISHOP OF' LON DON. 


HIS moſt ſearned of all our Engliſh martyrs,. 
was born of an antient and worthy family, at 
5 illymondſwyke, in Northumberland. He was 
Jucated in grammatical learning at Newcaſtle upon 
Fyne; from thence he was removed to Pembroke 
all, in Cambridge. 


It was not before the year 1545, that Ridley was 
nnvinced of the error, which prevailed, concern- 
nes Chriſt's corporal preſence: in the ſacrament. 
The ſufferings and arguments of Frith, Tindale, 
e. made fuch ſtrong impreſſions upon his mind, 
hat, by the grace of God, they ended in a convie- 
on of the truth of their doctrine. 
He was made chaplain to king Edward VI. con- 
ted biſhop of Rocheſter in 1547, and tranſlated 
London, on the deprivation of Bonner, in 1550. 
Upon Mary's coming to the throne, ſhe releaſed: 
ardiner and Bonner out of the Tower, and em- 
loyed them to pull down the reformation. The: 
s was reſtored, the proteſtants inhumanly per- 
ted, and' ſeveral laws enacted for re-eſtabliſhing; 
pery. The parliament revived the ſtatutes a- 
Inſt hereſy ; and the queen commiſſioned Gardi- 
7, as her bloody inſtrument, for the extirpation of 
hat ſhe called herefy. He was particularly order- 
to purge the churches of all married biſhops and 
eſts; in conſequence of which, four biſhops were 
rived for marriage, as alſo three for preaching 
3-4 erroneous: 
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erroneous doctrines z and of 16, ooo of the inferice 


clergy then. in England, 12,000 were turned out fo 
baving wives. 


Cranmer, Ridley, and 3 Were removed 
from the Tower of London to Oxford, in order 
as a colour for the perſecuting proceedings of th 

popith party, that their examination might be hel 
in preſence of the univerſity. 


The queen was married to Philip of Spain, and 
wmagined herſelf pregnant: but ſhe declared, hg 
could not be delivered, till the hereties, who nou 
filled all the gaols about London, were burnt ; while 
the clergy and council of England were to be the 
executioners of the bloody purpoſe. All the nation 
ſeemed to be in a blaze from perſecuting flames 
and the avove three martyrs were particularly ſing 
ted out. 


Commiſſions for trying them were directed tt 
three biſhops, and ſeveral others: but the impriſon 
d prelates, at their different appearances, refuſed ti 
acknowledge the papal authority. Cranmer vs 
brought out firſt before the committee. The nex 
was Ridley; who hegan with a ſolemn. declaratio 
that though he was once of another opinion. thi 
"what he was of at preſent, yet he had not changed 
upon any worldly conſiderations, but merely for loy 

of truth: and ſince it was the cauſe of God he v 
now to maintain, he proteſted that he would ha 
Jeaye to add to, or alter any. argument, as he ſhou 
ſee cauſe for it; and deſired he might be permits I in 
to ſpeak without interruption. All this was pr 
miled 5 but not complied with.; and. though 
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de committee aſſailed him by turns, even ſometimeg 
ur or five at once, he maintained his ground, till 
e prolocutor put an end, by ſaying, ** You ſee the 
obſtinate, vain- olorious, crafty, and inconſtant 
mind of this man ; but you alſo ſee the force of 
truth cannot be ſhaken therefore, cry out with, 
me; truth has the victory.“ 


The three biſhops were adjudged to be obſtinate 
retics, and declared to be no longer members of 
te church ; to which they all objected. Ridley 
ld the commiſſioners, that although he was not of 

eit company, yet he doubted. not but his name 
2s written in another place, whither this ſentence 
ould ſend him ſooner than by the courſe of nature 

ſhould have gone. : 


The priſoners were then parted, and conducted to 
ir ſeparate priſons ; where Ridley wrote a letter ta 
e prolocutor, complaining of the noiſy and irregu- 
manner with which the diſpute was carried on 4 
herein he had not the liberty of making a full de- 
ce, nor of urging his arguments at length, being 
erpowered with. clamor ;z and the indecent abufe of 
r or five opponents at a time: He deſired, how- 
er, that he might have a copy of what the notaries 
d ſet down. which was not granted. 

Ridley and Latimer refuſed to recant, or to re- 
unce their reaſon. upon the unintelligible: jargon 
a popiſh euchariſt, the common watch-word fon 
der in thaſe days, and they were to be delivered 
er to the ſecular arm. The biſhops. of Gloucef- 
„Lincoln, and Briſtol, were ſent to Oxford, to 
beeed againſt them. When the commiſſion was 
% and it appeared that the judges proceeged — 
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the name of the pope, Ridley put on his cap, an 
refuſed to pay any reverence-to thoſe who acted h 
fuch a commiſſion. Latimer alſo proteſted again 
the papal authority; and · being both accuſed of th 
opinions, which they had maintained in the publi 
ſchools a year and'a half before, were allowed ti 
the next morning to conſider, whether they woul 
retract or perſevere in them. Both adhered to t 
anſwers they had already made; and on the n 
morning they were pronounced guilty of: hereſy, d 
graded from prieſts orders, and conſigned over to tl 
ſecular: magiſtrate to be punithed.. - 


Great attempts were made on Ridley to * 
ith to accept of the queen's mercy, which he re 
fuſed ; and a warrant was ſent down for the ex 
tion of him and. Latimer: They ſuffered on t 
16th of October, 1555, on the north ſide of Oxfor 
in the ditch oppoſite Baliol- College. When the 
came up to theftake, they embraced each other wit 
great affection; and Ridley, with-an air of pleaſu 
faid: to Eatimer, Be of good heart, other; | 
God will either aſſuage the fury of the flame, 
cc elſe enable us to- bear it.” He then returned 
the ſtake, and, falling upon his knees, kiſſed it, 2 
prayed very fervently. After which, ſetting himl 
to ſpeak to the ſpectators, fome perſons ran to hi 
and ſtopped his mouth. Beingafterwards ſtripp 
- he ſtood on a: ſtone near the ſtake, and offered 
the following prayer: „O heavenly Father, I g 
6 thee hearty thanks for that thou haſt called me 
be a profeſſor of thee, even unto death. I beſe 
< thee, Lord God, have merey on this realm 
England, and deliver it from all its _ 
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hey were not permitted to ſpeak, in anſwer to a 
ng ſermon preached by a Dr. Smith, unleſs they 
ould recant. To this Ridley replied, That be 
ld never deny his Lord, nor the truths of which 
was perſuaded ; but God's will be done.” 

e ſaid, he had received fines when he was biſhop 
London, for leaſes which were now voided, and 
fred that the queen might give order, either that 
e leaſes might be made good, or the fines reſtored 
the tenants, out of the effects he had left behind 
n, which were more than ſufficient for that pur- 
je, After this, they were ordered to fit themſetves 
r the ſtake; and as a ſmith was knocking in the 
ple, which held the chain, he ſaid to him; Good 
man, knock it in hard ; for the fleſh will have its 
courſe.” Some gunpowder was hung about their 
dies to haſten their deaths; and the fire was put to 
wood, The powder took fire with the firſt 
me, which inſtantly put Latimer aut of his pain ; 
It there was ſo 'much wood thrown on the fire 
ere Ridley was, that the flame could not break 
vugh it; ſo that his legs were almoſt conſumed 
fore it was obſerved ; and then a paſſage being 
de to the flame, it put an end to his life, in the 
th year of his age. A little before he gave up the 
iſt, he cried with a loud voicez © Into thy hands, 
) Lord, I commend my fpirit! * | 


he tation which both. theſe martyrs had bel, 
regularity of their lives, the peaceableneſs of their 
pers, their age, and their behaviour at the ſtake, 
d great commiſeration i in the ſpeQators, and ſent 
m home greatly diſpleaſed with thole who had 
an dem ta this end. I» 
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JOHN PHILPOT. ar 


T HIS very learned. divine, ſon of Sir pet for 
Philpot, was born near Wincheſter; . eth 
was, in his youth, put to New-College, Oxſod ue 
where he ſtudied the civil law for fix or ſeven year 
beſides the other liberal ſciences, and eſpecially t 
languages. From Oxford he ſet out upon his tr 
vels through Italy; where he was in ſome dange 
on account of his religion; a Franciſcan friar 
Padua, endeavouring to. trouble him for here 
But returning to England. in the time' of king Ed 
ward, he was collated to the preferment of archide: 
eon of Wincheſter, by the pious and excellent Dt 
Ponet, the firſt proteſtant biſhop of that 'ſee. ] 
this ſtation he continued during the reign of Edward 
But on the acceſſion of Mary, he was, on accou the 


of his vigarouſly oppoſing the popiſh religion, co 
mitted a cloſe priſoner for about a year and half. HA" 
was afterwards ſent to Bonner, who confined hij *" 
in his coal-houſe, where was a great pair of ſtock 
both for hand and foot. But here, to comfort hin 
he found two good companions. _. 

The. ſecond day. after Mr. Philpot had been 
the coal-houſe, he was brought again before Bo 
ner; who, among other things, ſaid, ** I mary 
that you are ſo merry in priſon, ſinging and e 
« joicing in your naughtineſs ; when you ſhoui 
4 rather lament and be ſorry.” Mr. Philpot 2 
ſwered, We are in a dark comfortlefs place, 
therefore, as St: Paul wills us, we make ! 
© in. the Lord, finging together, in hymns u 

R | « pſalms 
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plalms. After ſome further alterpation, he was 
3 back to the coal-houſe; „where, ſaid 
he, I, with my fellow priſoners, do rouze together - 
from the ſtraw, as, chearfully, we thank God, as 
others do from their beds of down.” But, as 
ugh. reſolved, if poſſible, to put a ſtop to the re-, 
icing of this great and godly man, the papiſts were, 
atinually adding new ſeverities ; ſo that when hi- 
p Bonner, in one of his fawning fits, aſked him, , 
[f he could ſhew him any pleaſure, and he would, 
lo it:“ Mr. Philpot anſwered, * My lord, the, 
pleaſure that I will require of your lordſhip is, to 
haſten my Judgment which is committed unto, 
you, and to diſpatch me from this miſerable world, 
unto my eternal reſt. For notwithſtanding this, 
ar ſpeech (added. he, in his account of this mat- 
ter) I cannot obtain hitherto, for a fortnight paſt, 
couſF"ber fire, or candle, or good lodging. But it is 
od for a man to be brought low in this world, 
nd to be counted amongſt the vileſt, that he may | 
nde time of reward receive exaltation and g 

dock herefore, Praiſed be God, that he hath humbled 
hide, and given mie grace with e to be oon 
t therewith,” — 


cen Ir. Philpot was examined fifteen or Wines times 
e Bol re biſhop Bonner, and others. At one of theſe 
mam tations, the biſhop of Worceſter faid, Be-" 
eve begin to ſpeak to him, it is beſt that he 
hou" to God for grace; and pray that God would 
his heart, that he may conceive the truth. 
* Mr. Philpot fell on his knees, and 
d thus: —“ Almighty God, who art the giver . 
ns 20 4ll wiſdom and underſtanding, I beſeech thee, 
alm « of 
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<< of thine infinite goodneſs and mercy in ſet 
„ Chriſt, to give me, a moſt vile ſinner in thy falt 
< the ſpirit of wifdom to ſpeak and make anſwer; 
<« thy cauſe ; that it may be to the ſatisfaction 
* the hearers before whom I ſtand, as alſo to n 
« better underſtanding, if I be deceived in a 
*t thing.” | 
* Nay, my lord of Worceſter, faid Bonner, ye 

* did not well to exhort him to make any prayer 
« for this is a thing they take a ſingular pride in, t 
t they can often make their own prayers ; in whic 
*t they glory much. And in this point they: 
« like certain arrant hetetics, of whom Pliny ſpeak 
t that they ſung praiſes to God before the dawr 
4 ing of the day.“ 

Then ſaid Mr. Philpot, „My lord, God mi 
<< me, and all you here preſent, ſuch heretics as thi 
« were; for they were godly chriſtians, with who 
< the tyrants of the world were offended, for th en! 
« chriſtian practices and well-doing.” 

He was, at length, ſet alone in the ſtocks ; eo © 
cerning which he writ thus: God be praiſe 
t that he hath thought me worthy to ſuffer 
te thing for his name's ſake. Better it is to ſit 
« the ſtocks in this world, than to fit in the ſtocks 
<« a damnable conſcience.” = 

At laſt, being condemned as an heretic, he fi 
c thank God, I am an heretic out of your cui 
% church; but I am no heretic before God.” 


When he was ſent to Newgate, he ſaid to! 
ple as he went along, Ah, good people, b 

« ſed be God for this day! And when notice 
- ] gl 
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nen him, the night before he ſuffered; that he was 
o be burnt the next day, he ſaid, I am ready. 
God grant me ſtrength, and a joyful reſurrection.” 
ethen went into his chamber, and poured out his 
yirit to the Lord in prayer; giving him hearty 
hanks for accounting him worthy to ſuffer for his 
ith, As he was going into Smithfield, the way 
ing very dirty, two officers took him up, in order 
bear him through the dirt; on which he merri- 
aid, What! will you make a pope of me?“ 
hen he was come into Smithfield, he kneeled 


chic on and ſaid, I will pay my vows in thee, O 
y af Smithfield !”” When he came to the ſtake, he 
ifſed it, and ſaid, ** Shall I diſdain to ſuffer at this 


ſtake, ſeeing my Lord and Saviour refuſed not to 
ſuffer a moſt vile death on the croſs for me? 
mi en he repeated the roth, 107th, and ro8th 
ſlms; and when he had finiſhed his prayers, he 
e ſome money to each of the officers. He was 
jen bound to the ſtake, and the fire being kindled, 
in a ſhort time, with great meekneſs and com- 
it, committed his ſpirit into the hands of Almigh- 
God. x 


He ſuffered martyrdom on the 18th day of De- 
nber, in the year 1555. | 


He wrote divers letters, which he addreſſed to ſe- 
ral reſpectable and eminent characters; wherein 
any perſuaſive arguments were uſed, greatly tend- 
g to ſupport, comfort, and encourage godly per- 
ns under all their diſtreſſes and afflictions. 
The following paſſages are ſelected from them, 
u bere inſerted, as a ſpecimen of that inward joy, 
Yb lirely 


| 
| 
| 
| 
] 
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lively hope, - ſtrong conſolation, and amazing cor 
rage and reſolution, this eminent martyr, and faith 
ful ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, was the happy ſubj 
of. 


In one of his letters to the lady Vane, he thy 
writes :;—** The world wonders we can be mer 
<< in ſuch extreme miſery; but our God is omnipo 
< rent, who turns miſery into felicity. Believe me 
© dear ſiſter, there is no ſuch joy in the world, 2 
©< the people of Chriſt have under the croſs, 
6 ſpeak by experience: therefore believe me, ant 
© fear nothing that the world can do; for 'wher 
< they impriſon our bodies, they ſet at liberty o 
« ſouls; when they kill us, they ſend us to ever 
<« laſting life. And what greater glory can there b. 
c than to be made conformable to our head, Chriſt 
« and we are made ſo by afflictions, This ist 
« way, though it be but narrow, which is full « 
£ the peace of God, and leadeth to eternal bliſs,” 


In another ſetter to the ſame lady he writes thus 
*, that am under the croſs, have felt more tru 
© joy and conſolation in it, than ever I did by an 
ce benefit that God hath given me in all my life be 
&« fore: for the more the world hates, the night 
« God is to us; .and there is no joy but in God. 
«* Pray inſtantly, that this joy may never be take 
& from us; for it paſſeth all the delights of H ©* 
« world. This is the peace of God, which paſſe 
40 all underſtanding, and therefore we cannot fi 
either in fire or water.“ dy 


THOM. 
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THOMAS CRANMER, D. D. 


Firſt PROTESTANT ARCHBISHOP of Canterbus y. 


HIS. great and good man was the ſon of Tlio- 

mas Cranmer, Eſq. a gentleman of an ancient 
nd wealthy family, which came in with the con- 
weror ; and was born at Aſlacton, in Nottingham- 
hire, July 2, 1498, His father died, when he was 
ers young; and his mother, when he was 14 years 
age, ſent him to Cambridge. He was elected 
low of Jeſus-College; where he was ſo wel! bes 
ved, that when his fellowſhip was vacant by mar- 
age, yet his wife dying about a year after, the maſ- 
t and fellows choſe him again: And in the yar 
523, he commenced doctor in divinity. 


He was in great favour with king Henry VIII. 
whom he was ſent to Paris, Rome, &c. to diſ- 
ute with the pope, and other eminent perſons, ore 
he ſubject of the king's divorce; he being a great 
dvocate for the ſame. On his return home, in 
re m3; he was promoted to the ſee of Canterbury.— 
e, indeed, much deſired to decline ſo important a 
large, but the king's preſſing ſolicitations prevailed 
ith him to accept it. 


304. The pope, notwithſtanding Cranmer was a mare 
e ey unacceptable to Rome, diſpatched eleven bulls 
of complete his character and dignity. Theſe bulls 


e archbiſhop ſurrendered to the king, becauſe he 

ould not acknowledge the pope's eccleſiaſticab 

der in England. 

The firſt ſervice he did for the king, was pro- 

uncing the ſentence of his divorce from queen 
bh 22 Cathe- 


IOM. 


„ 
and. e 
_ — —— — 0 
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with great joy by many perſons in England. 


the king's zeal, in preſſing the bill containing they 
* 
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Catherine, and confirming his marriage with Ameo. 
Boleyn. This ſtep greatly diſpleaſed the pope, who 
ſent his threatenings, bulls, &c. upon the ocean: un 
but it happily iſſued in the excluſion of his holinef 
tom all ſpiritual juriſdiction in this Kingdom. 

In 1537, the archbiſhop publiſhed a book, en 
titled, + The Erudition of a Chriſtian-man:“ 
Wherein many things were inſerted, which had. 
great tendency to further the reformation from pe 
pery. Cranmer alſo procured liberty for the bib 
to be tranſlated into Engliſh, which was received 


In 1539, the archbiſhop and the other biſhops 
who favoured a reformation, fell under the king 
diſpleaſure ; becauſe they could not be perſuaded t 
give their aſſent in parliament, that the king ſhoulc 
Have all the revenues of the monaſteries which wert 
ſuppreſſed, to his own ſole uſe. They had beet 
prevailed upon to conſent, that he ſhould have: 
the lands which his anceftors gave to any of them 
but the reſidue they would have beſtowed on hoſpi 
tals, ſchoals, and other pious and charitable founda 
tions. In particular, Cranmer had projected, tl 
a proviſion ſhould be made, out of this fund, in en 
very cathedral, for readers of divinity, and of Gree 
and Hebrew; and ſo to render them, inſtead 0 
ſtalls of lazineſs, ſeminaries of learning. Gardiner 
biſhop of Wincheſter, and the reſt of the popill 
faction, took this opportunity to inſinuate them 
ſelves, by their hypocriſy and flattery, into tl 
king's favour, and to incenſe him againſt the arch 
biſhop. This is thought to have been the caule 
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Woody articles; by which none were allowed to 
xeak againſt tranſubſtantiation, on pain of being 
burnt as heretics, and forfeiting their goods and 
chattels, as in caſe of treaſon :. It was alſo thereby 
made felony, and forfeiture of lands and goods, to 
jefend the communion: in both kinds, or marriage 
ff the clergy, or thoſe who had vowed celibacy, or to 
peak againſt private maſſes and auricular confeſſion. 


The archbifhop argued boldly in the houſe againſt 
he ſix articles, three days together; and that ſo ſtre- 
uouſly, that though the king was obſtinate in paſ- 
ing the act, yet he deſired a-copy of his reaſons a- 
ninſt it; and ſhewed no reſentment towards him 
or his oppoſition to it. The king would have per- 
aded him to withdraw out of the houſe, ſince he 
ould not vote for the bill; but, after a decent ex- 

uſe, he told his majeſty, that he thought himſelf 
bliged in conſcience, to ſtay and ſhew his diſſent. 

When the bill paſſed, he entered his proteſt againſt: 


dem ; and ſoon after he ſent his wife away privately to 
lp er friends in Germany*.. The king, who loved 
indem for his probity and courage, ſent the dukes of 

tha orfolk and Suffolk, and the lord Cromwell, to ace 


aint him with the eſteem he had for him, and to- 
ure him- of his favor, notwithſtanding. the paſſing” 
the act. Biſhop Burnet ſays, upon this matter, 
that Cranmer put his reaſous againſt the fix ar- 


op ticles together, and gave them to his ſecretary to 


hem be written out in a fair hand for the king's uſe: 
o thi But the ſecretary. croſſing the Thames with the 


book in his boſom, met with ſuch an adventure 


2 3 5 e the 
* This was his ſecond wife, whom he married in Germany, 
en he was on-bis embaſſy to- Rome, 


on the water, as might at another time have ſent 
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the author to the fire. There was a bear baited 
near the river, which breaking looſe, ran into it, 
* and happened to overturn the boat in which 
_ < Cranmer's ſecretary was; and he, being in dan. 
„ ger of his life, took no care of the book, whic 
falling from him floated on the river, and w; 
+ taken up by the bear-keeper, who put it into t 
hands of a prieſt that ſtood by, to ſee what it 
might contain, The prieſt preſently found | 
«© was a confutation of the fix articles, and ſo to] 
e the bear-keeper, that the author of it would cer 
vc tainly be hanged. So when the ſecretary cams 
*< to alk for it, and ſaid it was the archbiſhop's book 
the other, being an obſtinate papiſt, refuſed t, 
give it, and reckoned that now Cranmer vou 
* certainly be ruined. But the ſecretary acquainte 
lord Cromwell with it, who called for the prieſt 
* and ſeverely chid him for preſuming to keep 
* privy counſellor's book; and ſo he took it out 
his hands. Thus the archbiſhop was deliverec 
bout of his danger.” 


In the year 1540, the largeſt volume of the En 
gliſn bible was publiſhed; with an excellent prefac 
of the archbiſhop's prefixed to it ; and the king re 
guired all pariſhes to provide one of them by the nex 
All-hallowtide, under the penalty of forty ſhilling 
a month, till they had got one. The people we 
alſo charged not to diſpute about it, nor to diſtur 
divine ſervice by reading it during the maſs ; butt 
read it humbly and reverently for their inſtrudti 
Six of theſe were ſet up in ſeveral parts of St. Paul" 
but Bonner, afrald of the effect, poſted up ne 


them an admonition, ** that none ſhould read thet 
- 40 Wi 


with vain glory and corrupt affections, or draw 
u multitudes about them when they read them. 


nen-old treaſure (if I might fo ſpeak) that great 
numbers gathered about thoſe who read; and ſuch 
s had good voices uſed to read them aloud, in 
kicceſſion, almoſt all day long, Many ſent their 
hildren to fchool, and when they had learned to 
read, they carried them to ehurch to read the bible; 
In ſhort, the.eyes of the people being opened, they 
egan boldly to ſpeak againſt thoſe doctrines of the 
urch of Rome, which either contradicted or could 
ot be found in the bible; infomucly that Bonner 
t up a new advertiſement, threatening to take a- 
ay the bibles, if this uſe were made of them.— 
Ind, upon the complaints he and his brethren pre- 
ented upon this fubject, the free uſe of the ſerip- 
res was afterwards much reftrained.. 

Cranmer was of a very merciful: diſpofition, and 
vere a forgiving ſpirit, as the following pleaſant ſtory 
vill abundantly teſtify : The archbiſhop's firſt wife, 
hom he married at Cambridge; lived at the Dol- 
hin- inn; and he often reſorting thither on that ac- 
ount, the popith party had raiſed a ſtory, that he 
e nei as hoſtler of that inn, and never had the benefit ot 


ling learned education. This idle ſtory a+ Yorkſhire 
e werQOrielt had with great confidence aſſerted, in an ale- 
Jiſturioule, which he uſed to frequent; railing at the 


but t 
Ictio 


chbiſhop, and ſaying, that he had no more learn - 
g than a, gooſe. Some of the pariſh, who had a 


Paul W!pect for Cranmer's character, informed the lord 
p nei omwell of this, who immediately ſent for the 
q the est, and. committed, him, to the Fleet priſon. —- 


ben he had been there nine or ten weeks, he ſent 


a 18 


But ſuch was the eager deſire of the people after this | 
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a relation of his to the archbiſhop, to beg his pardon, 


and humbly ſue to him for a diſcharge. The arch. * 
biſhop inſtantly. ſent for him; and, after a gente Ie 
reproof, aſked the prieſt whether he knew him: Ti WW 
which he anſwered,, no. Fhe archbiſhop expoſtu- leay 
lated with him, why he ſhould then make ſo fw bur 
with his. character. The prieſt excuſed himſelf by nes 
his being in drink: But this, Cranmer told him, a E 
2 double fault; and then let him know, that if heut a 
had a mind to try what a ſcholar he was, he ſhould th, 
have liberty to oppoſe him in whatever ſcience he by ar 
pleaſed. Fhe prieſt humbly aſked his pardon, and ane 
confeſſed himſelf to be very ignorant, and to under ba 
ſtand nothing but his mother tongue. No doubi Mop 
then (faid Cranmer), you are well verſed in rin! 
% Engliſh bible, and can anſwer any queſtions outlEtreng 


« of that: Pray tell me who was David's father Mate 
The prieſt ſtood ſtill a while to conſider ; but at la 
told the archbiſhop, he could. not recollect his name 
Tell me then (ſays Cranmer) who was Solomon 
father? The poor prieſt replied, that he had ng 
fkill in genealogies, and could not tell. Then th 
archbiſhop adviſed him to frequent alehouſes leſs 
and his ſtudy more; and admoniſhed him, not i 
accuſe others for want of learning, till he was maſte 
of ſome himſelf; diſcharged him out of cuſtody, an 
ſent him home to his cure. 


Jan. 28, 1546, Henry died; and was ſucceed 
by king Edward. During his reign, Cranmef wet 
very active in carrying on the reformation. But, uit o 
the acceſſion of Mary, the popiſn parliament ad hed 
judged him guilty of hereſy, and ſent him priſonq , ten 
to the tawer. Afterwards he, Ridley, and Latin , a 
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were removed to Windſor, and from thence to Ox- 
ford, where many diſputations between them and. 
the popiſh biſhops, &c: took place. | 
While the archbiſhop continued in priſon, no en- 
Jeavours were omitted to win him over to the 
hurch of Rome. Many of the moſt eminent di- 
ines in the univerſity reforted to him daily, hoping, 
yy arguments and perſuaſions, to work upon him; 
ut all in vain, for he held faſt the profeſſion of his 
ath, without wavering, and could not be ſhaken 
by any of the terrors of this world, from his con- 
ancy in the truth, Nay, even when he ſaw the 
arbarous martyrdom of his dear companions, bi- 
hop Ridley and biſhop Latimer, he was ſo far from 
hrinking, that he not only prayed to God to 
; out rengthen them, but alſo, by their example, to ani- 
nate him to a patient expectation and endurance af 
e ſame fiery trial. 
an oy At laſt the papiſts bethought themſelves of a ſtra- 
em, which proved fatal to him: They removed 
im from priſon, to the lodgings of the dean of 
briſt-church z they treated him with the greateſt 
wiity and reſpect, and made him great promiſes of 
ot e queen's favour, and the reſtitution of his former 
gnities, with many other honors and preferments 
cumulated, if he would recant. And now, be- 
od a moſt aſtoniſhing inſtance of human 'frailty ! 
be man, who had with fuch undaunted refolution, 
ch unſhaken conſtancy, and ſo truly primitive à 
rt of martyrdom, faced the terrors of death, and 
hed the moſt Aue tortures, finks under this 
temptation, falls a prey to flatt and h 
ly, and conſents to recant! K 7 
The 
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The copy of the n s firſt ſubſcription tim 0 
thus :— 


e Foraſmuch as the king's and queen's majeſtieg, 
«by conſent of their parliament, have received the 
* pope's authority in this realm, I am content to 
e ſubmit myſelf to their laws herein, and to take 
<< the pope for the chief head of this church of Eng 
& Jand, ſo far as God's laws, and the laws and 4 
& toms of this realm will permit. 
„THOMAS CRANMER," 


This paper was immediately ſent up to the quee 
and council; but being not ſatisfactory, another wa 
offered him to ſubſcribe, in fewer words, but more 
full, and with leſs reſerve; and was as follows: 


1, Thomas Cranmer, doctor in divinity, de 
60 ſabſcribe myſelf to the catholic church of Chriſt, 
aud unto the pope, ſupreme head of the ſame 
& church, and to the king and queen's majeſties 
and unto all their laws and ordinances. 
„THOMAS CRANMER. 


This alfo being thought too brief and ambiguous 
a third, yet fuller and more expreſs, was required 0 
Aim; which was this: 


I am content to ſubmit myſelf to the king 
© and queen's majeſties, and to all their laws and 
&* ordinances, as well concerning the pope's ſupregW** an 
* macy, as others: And I ſhall, from time to time 
move and ſtir all others to do the like, to the ut 
termoſt of my power, and to live in quietneſs aut 
* * abedience to their majeſties, moſt humbly, * 
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gur murmur, or grudging againſt any of their ho- 
ey proceedings. And for my book which I have 
© written, I am content to ſubmit to the judgment 
© of the catholic church, and the next general eoun- 
cil. * THOMAS CRANMER,” 


This, like the reſt, not giving ſatisfaction, was 
mediately followed by a fourth, in theſe TY 


words, VIZ. 


« Be it known by theſe 8 that I, Thomas 
Cranmer, doctor of divinity, and late archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, do firmly, ſtedfaſtly, and affuredly 
believe, in all articles and points of the chriſtian 

religion and catholic faith, as the catholic church 
* doth believe, and hath believed from the begin- 
ning. Moreover, as concerning the ſacraments of 
the church, I believe unfeignedly in all points, as 
the ſaid catholic church doth, and hath believed 
from the beginning of the chriſtian religion. Inwit- 
' neſs whereof, I have humbly ſubſcribed my hand 
' unto theſe preſents, the 18th day of February, in 
the year 1556. ** THoMAs CRANMER.” 


Having gained ground upon him thus far, they 


mew bold and barefaced; and in the fifth paper 


which is in Fox's martyrology, and has been com- 


nonly thought to be his only recantation) they re- 
uired him to renounce and anathematize all Luthe- 


an and Zuinglian hereſies and errors; to acknow- 
age the one holy catholic church, to be that, 
hereof the pope is the head; and to declare him 
e ſupreme biſhop, and Chriſt's vicar, to whom all. 
A__ ought to be ſubject, Then followed an 


expreſs 
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expreſs acknowledgment of tranſubſtantiation, th 
ſeven ſacraments, purgatory, and of all the doQrineg 
of the church of Rome in general; with a prayer u 
God to forgive his paſt oppoſition to them, and: 
earneſt entreaty to all, who had been miſled by hi 
doctrine and example, to return to the unity of the 
church. 
And yet even this, full and expreſs as it was, di 
not give content; but a ſixth was ſtil] required 
which was drawn up in ſo ſtrong and ample terms 
that-nothing was capable of being added to it; con 
| taining a prolix acknowledgment of all the pop 
errors and corruptions, and a moſt grievous accula 
tion of himſelf as a blaſphemer, an enemy of Chril 
and a murderer of ſouls, on account of his being 
the author of king Henry's divorce, and of all the 
calamities, ſchiſms, and hereſies, of which that was 
the fountain. This laſt paper he ſubſcribed on thi 
ISth of March; not in the leaſt ſuſpecting, that thi 
papiſts deſigned, notwithſtanding all theſe ſubſcrip 
ons, to bring him to the ſtake; and that the v 
was already ſigned for his execution, 
Theſe ſix papers were, ſoon after his death, (en 
to the preſs by Bonner, and publiſhed, with the ad 
dition of another, which they had prepared for hin 
to ſpeak at St. Mary's, before his execution : An 
though he then ſpake to a quite contrary effect, ant 
revoked all his former recantations; yet Bonner ha 
the confidence to publiſh this to the world, as if i 
had been approved and made uſe of by the arch 
biſhop. 
The day appointed for bis execution was the 21k 
of March,; and Dr. Cole was ſent to Oxford, t 
: prep! 
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epire a ſermon for the occafion, The day before, 
Cole viſited him in the:prifon, whither he was now 
removed ; and aſked him if he ſtood firm in-the 
faith he had ſubſcribed. To which Cranmer gave 
a ſatisfactory anſwer. The next morning Cole vi- 
ited him again, exhorted him to conſtancy, and 
nave him money to diſpoſe of to the poor, as heſaw 
onvenient. Soon after he was brought to St. Ma- 
's church, and placed on a low ſcaffold, over- 
int the pulpit. Then Dr. Cole began his ſer- 
on; the chief ſeope whereof was, to endeavour to 
ive ſome reaſons why it was expedient that Cran- 
mer ſhould fuffer, notwithſtanding his recantation: 
\nd, in the cloſe, | he addrefſed himſelf particularly 
o the archbiſhop, exhorting him to bear up with 
ourage againſt the terrors of death; and, by the 
xample of the thief on the eroſs, encouraged him 
ot to deſpair, ſince he was returned, though late, 
into the boſom: of the catholic church, and to the 
rofeſſion of the true apoſtolical faith, The arch- 
bilbop, who, till now, had not the leaſt notice of his 
intended execution, was ſtruck with horror, at the 
ale inhumanity, and unparalleled cruelty [not to be 
xceeded in the infernal regions I] of theſe proceed- 
ugs. It is utterly impoſſible to expreſs what in- 
vard agonies he felt, and what bitter anguiſh his 
dul was perplexed with. During the whole ſermon 
e wept inceſſantly ; ſometimes lifting up his eyes to 
eayen, ſometimes caſting them down to the ground, 
th marks of the uttermoſt dejection! When it was 
nded, being moved. to. make a confeſſion of his 
ich, and give the world ſatisfaction of his dying 2 
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good catholic, he conſented ; and, kneeling down, 
began the following prayer : 

O O Father of heaven; O Son of God, Redeem. 
<« er of the world; O Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from 
< them both; three perſons, and one God; hay 
& merey upon me moſt wretched caitiff and mi. 

& able ſinner! II who have offended both heave 
and earth, and more grievouſly than tongue can 
<6 expreſs ! whither then ſhould I go, or where ſhall 
« I fly for ſuccour! To heaven I am aſhamed te 
lift up mine eyes; and on earth I find no refuge 
What ſhall I then do ? Shall I deſpair ? God for 
4 bid! O good God, thou art merciful, and refuſeſ 
© none, who come unto thee for ſuccour: To the 
«+ therefore do I run; to thee de I humble myſe WM » 
& ſaying, O Lord my God, my fins be great, buff 
6 yet have mercy upon me for. thy infinite mercy “t 
£ O God the Son, thou waſt not made man, thi | 
t great myſtery was not wrought, for few or (mal e 
£ offences only; neither didſt thou give thy Sone 
4 die, O God the Father, for our ſmaller crimes 
= but for the greateſt ſins of the whole world; c 
'<6 that the finner return unto thee with a peniten 
„heart, as I do now in this moment: Wheretor 
<< take pity on me, O Lord, whoſe property is a 
+66. ways to have mercy; for though my fins be great“ he 
ts yet thy mercy is greater.— I crave nothing, “ be 
Lord, for my own merits, but for thy name 
ec ſake, and that it may be glorified thereby, and fc 
% thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake; in whoſe word 

$6 I.conclude : Our Father; &.“ 
Having finiſhed the Lord's-prayer, he roſe fro 
his knees; and made à confeſſion of his faith, be 
ginnin 
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ni gioning with the creed, and concluding with theſe 
words : ** And I believe every word and ſentence 
« taught by our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, his apoſtles 
« and prophets, in the Old and New Teſtament.— 
And now, added he, I come to the great thing 
« that ſo much troubleth my conſcience, more than 
« any thing I ever did or ſaid in my whole life; and 
that is, the ſetting abroad a writing contrary to- 
the truth, which I here now renounce as things 
written with my hand contrary to. the truth, 
« which I thought i in my heart, and'written:for fear 
4 of death, and. to ſave my life if it might be; that 
«is, all 3 bills or papers which I have writteas 
and ſigned with my hand ſince my degradation, 


« for as much as my hand offended, writing con- 
« trary to my heart, my hand ſhall firſt be puniſhed 2: 
For, may I come to the fire, it ſhall be firſt burn- 
«ed. As for the pope, I refuſe him, as Chriſt's; 
4 enemy and antichriſt, with all his falſe doctrine :, 
« And as for the ſacrament, I believe as I have. 
taught in my book againſt the biſhop of Win- 
« cheſter,” — T hunder-ſtruck, as it were, with this 
unexpected declaration, the enraged popiſh crowd 
admoniſhed him not to diſſemble: Ah, (replied 
« he, with tears), ſince I have lived hitherto, I have. 
« been a hater of falſhood, and a lover of ſimplicity, 
and never before this time have I diſſembled.”— 
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utmoſt fury, and hurried him to the place of his. 
martyrdom, over againſt Baliol: College; where 

put off his cloaths with haſte ; and, ſtanding in his 
„ and without his ſhoes, was faſtened with a 
Aa 2 chain 
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« wherein I have written many things untrue.” And 


Upon which they pulled him off the ſtage with the. ; 
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chain to the ſtake. Some preſſing him to agree th 
his former recantation, he anſwered, ſhewing his 
hand, This is the hand that wrote, and therefore 
dit ſhall firſt ſuffer puniſhment.” Fire being ap. 
plied to him, he ſtretched out his right hand into 
the flame, and held it there unmoved, except that 
once he wiped his face with it, til} it was conſumed; 
crying with a loud voice, This hand hath offend. 
ed“ and often. repeating, ** This:unworthy right 
< hang.” At laſt; the fire getting up, he ſoon ex- 
pired, never ftirring or crying out all the while; on- 
Iy keeping his eyes fixed to heaven, and repeating 
Wore than once; Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit.” 
He was an open, generous; honeſt man; a lover 
of truth, and an enemy of falſhood and ſuperſtition. 
He was gentle and moderate in his temper ; and 
though heartily zealous in the cauſe of the Reform- 
ation, yet a friend to the perſons of thoſe who moſt 
Srenuouſly oppoſed it. Thus, in the year 1534, he 
endeavoured to ſave the lives of biſhop Fiſher, and 
Sir Thomas More; and afterwards, when Tonſtall, 
biſhop of Durham, came into trouble, and a bill 
was brought into the- houſe of lords for attainting 
him; Cranmer ſpoke freely, nay proteſted' againſt it. 
He was a great patron. of learning and the univerſi- 
ties; and extended his care alſo to thoſe proteſtant 
foreigners, who fled to England from the troubles 
in Germany; ſuch as Martin Bucer, Paulus Fagius, 
Peter Martyr, and others. He was a very learned 
man himfelf, and authox of ſeveral works, printed 
aud unprimtet. 


*.-» Though 
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fore Though, in the order of time, the lives of the two fol- 
ap- lowing celebrated martyrs ſhould have been inſerted 
into before the worthies who ſuffered under the reign of 


that queen Mary, as they died in the reign of king Henry 1 
ned; VIII. yet fince they, like Cranmer before mentioned, | 
end. WI were prevailed upon to abjure the proteſtant religion, i 


through flattering promiſes, and the fear of death, Þ 
judged it proper to inſert the particular circcumſtanc 
reſpecting them, in this: place.] 8 


——ů — 


THOMAS BILNE V. 


ti * Bethe : 

= HOMAS BILNEY, an Engliſhman, war 
m- brought up at the univerſity of Cambridge, 
moſt Ml from a youth; where he became ſo great a profici- 


ent in all the liberal ſciences, that in a ſhort time 


he 
oy he commenced bachelor in both laws. But being „ 
tall, WM nlightened/ by the Spirit of Chriſt, and his heart | 
bill endued with the knowledge of better things, he left 


the ſtudy of man's laws, and devoted himſelf. wholly: 


tin I 
fi a to the ſtudy of. divinity. = 
erſi- He ſoon: became a very eminent preacher of the 


goſpel, and was inſtrumental-in the converſion of 
ſeveral of the popith clergy, &c. Nor was he ſatiſ- 

fled with a-narrow hmit, but extended his labours 

beyond the univerfity, and went to ſeveral parts | 
of the country preaching the goſpel wherever he \ 
came ; ſharply reproving the pride and pomp of the 
dergy, and ftriving to overthrow the authority of 
the biſhop of Rome. But cardinal Wolſey, at 
tat. time very high in power,-apprehenſive of the 
; Aa 3 molt 
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molt fatal conſequences to the ſee of Rome, and hiz 
own grandeur, if once the light of the goſpel ſhould 
ſhine openly, cauſed. Bilney to be apprehended.— 
Accordingly, on the 25th day of November, 152), 
Mr. Bilney was brought before the ſaid cardinal and 
many others, both biſhops and lawyers, ſitting in 
the chapter-houſe of Weſtminſter, and there exa- 
mined; Whether he had: not publicly and pri- 
4 vately taught the opinions of Luther, or of any 
other, condemned by the church?“ To which 
Mr. Bilney anſwered, ** That wittingly he had not 
< preached. or taught any of Euther's opinions, or 
any other, contrary. to the catholic church.” Af. 
ter many interrogatories and anſwers, the cardinal 
cauſed. him to ſwear, that he would anſwer plainly 
to. the articles and. errors preached and. fet forth by 
him in different places, againſt. a certain. time; and 
then, delivered him over to.the biſhop.of London for 
further. examination. 


On the 34 of December following, the biſhop of 
Eondon, and other biſhops his aſſiſtants, aſſembled. 
again in the ſame: place; and, after ſome examina- 
tion, repeatedly exhorted Bilney-to abjure and re- 
cent.” But he an{wered, That he would ſtand ta 
his conſcience; ſaying, ** Let juſtice and judgment 
ebe done in the name of the Lord.“ Then the 
biſhop, putting off his cap, ſaid,. In. the name of. 
& the Father, and of the Son, and. of the Holy 
& Ghoſt, Amen. Let God ariſe, and let his ens · 
mies be ſcattered.” And making a croſs on his 
forehead. and. breaſt, he then, by the counſel of the, 
ather. biſhops, read part of the ſentence againſt. Mr. 


Bilney, withholding the reſt ul the next day, to 7 
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he would recant ; but he then likewiſe refuſed fo 
ome time to abjure : But at the laſt, after four ſe- 
eral appearances. before his: judges, through infir- 
nity and the perſuaſion of his friends, rather than, 
om conxiction, he recanted on the 7th day of De- 
ember, 1529. By way of penance for his heretical, 
ple (as it was termed} he was remanded to priſon,, 
here to remain till cardinal Wolſey ſhould be; 
leaſed to releaſe him; and that he ſhould lead the 
roceſſion, on the next day, bareheaded to St. Paul's, 
ith a faggot upon his ſhoulder, aud ſtand before; 
e preacher at St. Paul's-Croſs. [the then famous 
ace for public preaching] during the ſermon, 


nal WY After this abjuration, Bilney went to Cambridge, 
ny ut had ſuch. conflicts within himſelf upon. the con- 
by eration of what he had done, that he was over - 


helmed with ſorrow, and brought to the very brink. 
{.deſpair. Latimer, in a ſermon preached in Lin- 
olaſhire, ſays, When Mr. Bilney came again to. 
Cambridge, for a whole year after, he was in ſuck; 
an anguiſh and agony, that nothing did him good,. 
neither eating nor drinking, nor any, other come, 
munication-of. God's word ; for he thought that, 


| ta a the whole (er iꝑptures were againſt him, and: 
ent bunded to his condemnation. So that I many a: 
the time communed with him, (for I was familiarly. 
e of acquainted with him) but all things, whatſoever 
Joly. ny man could alledge to his comfort, ſeemed to 


him to make againſt him, Yet, for all that, af= 


his, terward he came again; God endued him with 
'the ſuch ſtrength and per fectneſs of faith, that he not. 
Mr. only confeſſed his faith in the goſpel of our Savi-, 
) ſeg WW our [eſus Chriſt, but allo ſuffered: his body to bg 


e @ burned 


gain reſtored to peace in his conſcience, after almoſ 


-” 
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& burned for that ſame goſpel's ſake, which we now 
e preach in England.” 


Again; Latimer in his firſt ſermon before the 
ducheſs of Suffolk, ſpeaking of Bilney, ſays, „ Here 
« have occaſton to tel] you a ſtory which happened 
cat Cambridge. Maſter Bilney, or rather St. Bil. 
„ ney, who ſuffered death for God's word's ſake, 
« the ſame Bilney was the inſtrument by whom 
“God called me to his knowledge. For I may 
„thank him, next to God, for that knowledge that 


& I have in the word of God: For I was as obſti- ng | 
& nate a papiſt as any was in England; inſomuchi pe 
„ that when I ſhould be made bachelor of divinity, He fe 
© my whole oration was againſt Philip Melancthon, Wu, 
& and againſt his opinions. Bilney heard me atWith | 
<« that time, and perceived that: I was zealous with- Me th 


© out knowledge, and came to me afterward in ye tr 
« ſtudy, and defired me for (30d's ſake to hear his 
e confeſſion. I did ſo: And (to ſay the truth) b 
« his confeſſion-I learned more than afore in man Peart 
& years.” So from that time forward I began tc 
« taſte the word of God, and forſake the ſchool 
& doctors, and ſuch fooleries, &.“ Being by the 
grace of God, and conferences with good men, a 


0 
two years' | from 1529 to 1531] deep ſorrow ani. 
remorſe, Bilney reſolved to give up his life in tha}. 
ſervice and defence. of that truth which before i be b 
had renounced, rather. than renounce it again. way 


Accordingly, he took his leave, one evening, of hi 
friends at Trinity-Hall, ſaying, * That he would gf, gan 
up to Jeruſalem, and ſo ſhould ſee them Wi ant 
& more; alludtng'to Cliriſt's going up to * 
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before his paſſion. He went immediately into- 
Norfolk, and there preached, firſt privately in hou- 
s, ſtrengthening the faithful, and afterwards open 


the 1 the fields; bewailing his former fubſeription, 
ere nd begging of all men to take warning by him, and 
ned ever to truſt to the counſel of friends, ſo called, 
Bil. hen their purpoſe is to draw them from the true 


eigion. Soon after his arrival at Norwich, upon his 
iving away a New Teſtament; of Tindal's tranſta- 
on, and The Obedience of a Chriſtian Man,“ 
e was apprehended and put in priſon, and Dr. Call; 
xd Dr. Stokes, and many others, were ſent both: 
o perfuade him to recant, and to diſpute with him; 
be former of theſe, by Bilney's doctrine and con- 
„was in a great meaſure drawn over to ſide, 
ith the goſpel. After many tedious diſputes, ſee- 
g they could by no means draw. Mr. Bilney from, 
e truth, they condemned him to be. burned. 

The night before he ſuffered, he: was viſited by- 
uny of his friends, who rejoiced ta ſee him very» 
hearful, and to eat his food with a glad heart, ſee- 
ghe was ſhortly to ſuffer ſuch painful torments. 
O, (ſaid he) I imitate thoſe, who, having a ruin- 
ous houſe to dwell in, hold it up by props as long 
as they can.” In the courſe of their converſa- 
on, one of them obſerved to him, That though 
the fire, which he. was to-ſuffer the next day, 
would be of great heat to his body, yet it would 
de but for a moment, and that the Spirit of God 
would refreſh and cool his ſoul with everlaſting: 
comfort: Bilney inſtantly, put his finger into, 
e lame ot a candle, as he had often done before, 


6 anſweredg—S I feel, by. experience, that ay 
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„fire is hot; yet I am perſuaded by God's hoh 
word, and by the experience of ſome ſpoken of in 
<< it, that in the flame they felt no heat, and in the 
fire no conſumption : And I believe, that though 
the ſtubble of my body ſhall be waſted, yet my 
* foul ſhall thereby be purged ; and that, after ſhort 
pain, joy unſpeakable will follow.” At the ſame 
time having turned to Iſaiab xliii. 1, 2. he deſcanted 
ſo powerfully, and with ſo much of comfort and edi- 
fication, both with reſpect to his own caſe, and tc 
that of his friends, that, it is ſaid, many of his 
friends retained a comfortable remembrance of it tg 
their dying-day. ; | 

As he was led forth to the place of execution, on 
of his friends ſpake to him, praying to God tt 
ſtrengthen him, and to enable him patiently to en 
dure his torments: To whom Mr. Bilney anſwer 
ed, with a quiet and pleafant countenance ; © Whe 
c the mariner undertakes a voyage, he is toſſed o 
« the billows of the troubled feas, yet, in the midi 
& of all, he beareth up his ſpirits with this conſider 
ac ation, that ere long he ſhall come into his qui 
« harbour ; ſo (added he) I am. now failing upo 
« the troubled ſea, but ere long my ip ſhall be 
« a quiet Harbour; and I doubt not, but, throug 
© the grace of God, I ſhall endure the form; on 
« I would entreat you. to help me with your pra 
s.“ | 

As he went along the ſtreets of Norwich, he gay 

his money in alms to the poor, by the hands of on 
of his friends. Being come to the ſtake, erected it 
in a place called the Lollard's-Pit, a little way oute 
the Biſhops- Gate, he there openly made a __ 
2 C ellio 
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{on of his faith, in a moſt excellent manner; and 
gave many ſweet exhortations to the people: And 
hen earneſtly called upon God by prayer, and ended 
rich rehearſing the 143d Pſalm. When he had 
ded his devotions, he addreſſed himſelf to the of- 
icers, and aſked them, if they were ready. Upan 
xing anſwered in the affirmative, he put off his 
acket and doublet, (the layman's principal apparel 
f that time, for the eccleſiaſtics had degraded him), 
d in his hoſe and ſhirt, went to the ſtake, and 
tood upon a ledge that was prepared for him, that, 
5 he was but a little man, he might be ſeen of 

e people. His friend, Dr, Warner, who had ab- 
ompanied him in priſon and to the ſtake, now came 
p take his laſt leave of his beloved friend; but was 
d much affected at this awful parting, that he could 
y but little for his tears. Bilney accoſted him 
th a heavenly ſmile, thanked. him kindly for all 
s friendly attentions ; and, inclining his body to- 
ards him, with a low voice concluded his farewel 
| the following words, of which it is hard to lay, 
tether they convey more of love to his friend, or 
thfulneſs.to his Maſter : Feed your flock, feed 
your flock ; that the Lord, when he cometh, may 
hnd you ſo doing. Farewel, dear doctor, fare- 
wel; and pray for me.” His afflicted friend 
Jud make no anſwer, but went away overwhelmed 
th tears and ſorrow. 


Immediately afterwards, ſome 8 friars, 
o had been preſent at his condemnation and de- 
dation, and were therefore accuſed of promoting 
death, deſired him to aſſure the people to the 
ary, ** As (ſaid theſe pious beggars) they will 
"ny other 


56 BILN'EY. 
*« otherwiſe withdraw their charitable alms from u 
« all.” Bilney inſtantly complied with their requeſ 
and aſſured the people of their innocence in that be 
Half. 

The officers then placed the faggots about him 
and ſet fire to the reeds, which preſently flamed uy 
very high; the holy martyr, all the while, lifting u 
his hands towards heaven, ſometimes calling upar 
(Jeſus, and ſometimes ſaying; ** I believe.” Th 
wind being high, and blowing away the flame, h 
"ſuffered a lingering death. At laſt, one of the of 
*cers beat out the ſtaple, to which the chain wx 
faſtened that ſupported his body, and ſo let it fi 
into the fire, where it was preſently conſumed. 
ſuffered in the year 1531, in the time of king Hen 
the eighth. 

The papiſts, and the famous Sir Thomas Mo 
at their head, who was lord chancellor, ſpread re 
ports that Bilney again recanted ; which aſperſio 
Mr. Fox, by the teſtimony of biſhop Latimer, h 

moſt intimate friend, and of Mr. Parker (afterward 
archbiſhop Parker) and ſeveral others, who were pr 
ſent at his ſuffering, has'abundantly refuted. I. 
Lord kept the feet of this ſaint, till He lifted up 
ſoul, though in a fiery chariot, to his kingdom 
glory. ry 

Bilney appears to have been a man of learni 
as well as piety ; and is ſpoken of, by all his co 
temporary reformers, with every demonſtration 
reſpect and regard. Belg 
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JAMES BAINHAM. 


him up in good learning. He afterwards ſtu- 
died the law, and became an excellent lawyer ; and, 
which is far better, he became too an eminent chriſ- 
nan; was 2 viſitor of priſoners, and a counſellor to 
the widows and fatherleſs in their diſtreſs: And 
this profeſſion and practice of religion ſoon expoſed 
him to popiſh malice and cruelty. Having been 
cruelly whipped and tortured in priſon, he was 
brought before Stokeſly, biſhop of London, who 
uſed every alluring word to gain him. Poor Mr. 
Bainham, from a deſire of life, and fear of death, 


oath, which began with the following words: 1 
voluntarily, as a true penitent perſon, return from 
my hereſies, and utterly abjure them, &c.” Up- 
n his ſubſcribing this abjuration, the chancellor 
ined him twenty pounds to the king; enjoining him 
for penance, to go before the croſs in proceſſion, to 
bear a faggot, &c. after which he was to return to 
priſon, and there wait the biſhop's determination. 
\fter a while he was diſmiſſed, and returned home. 


But it pleaſed God, within a month after, ſo to 
ew him his fin, that he greatly bewailed his abju- 
ion; and could never be quiet in his mind and 
daſcience, till he had declared and lamented his 
all to all his acquaintance ; and aſked God, and all 
de world, forgiveneſs before a congregation of the 
athful, which met privately in a warehouſe in Bow- 


Alſo, on the following Lord's-day, he went 


Is father, a knight in Glouceſterſhire, brought 


began to waver, and at laſt ſigned the abjuration 
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to St. Auſtin's church, with an Engliſh New Te. 
ment in his hand ; and, ſtanding up there in a pew 
before all the people, confeſſed openly, with abun. 
dance of tears, that he had denied God]; and pray 
all the people to forgive him, and to be warned b 


his fall, not to do the like. —** For (faid he) f E 
c ſhould not return to the truth, this word of Gg 
(holding up the New Teſtament) would dam 2 
me, both body and foul, in the day of judgment. 4 

0 


And therefore he intreated them all, rather to dic 
preſently, than do as he had done; for he would not 
feel ſuch a hell in his conſcience again for all th 
good in the world. He writ likewiſe letters to the 
fame effect, to the biſhop, and to others; ſoon after 
which he was again apprehended. 

After all proceedings a ſecond time againſt hi 
he remained conſtant in the truth ; and therefore th 
definitive ſentence was pronounced upon him, and 
he was delivered to Sir Richard Greſham, ſheriff 
London, by whom he was ſent to Newgate; an 
afterwards, being carried into Smithfield, he wa 
there burned, April 30, 1532. 
But let us remember the illuſtrious inſtance 
have of the power of faith and godlineſs; for wh 
he was in the midſt of the flames, which had h: 
conſumed his arms and legs, he ſaid aloud, © Oy 
<< papiſts, ye look for miracles, and here now jo 
* may ſee a miracle; for in this fire I fee] no mo 
c pain than if I were in a bed of down ; but it is 
<< me a bed of roſes,” 


{ Havi 
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[Having given, in as conciſe a manner. as poſſible, the 
moſt intereſting circumſtances in the lives and deaths 
of the biſhops, and other diſtinguiſhed perſons, who 
- compoſed the noble army of martyrs, in the reigns of 


give.a ſhort acoount of other godly perſons, both men 
and women, who fell a ſacrifice to popiſh cruelty, and 
nobly defended the proteſtant * even unto 
death.] 


U 


ANNE ALSO. 
HIS godly woman deſcended from a religious 


nhappily married, her huſband being a papiſt z 
ho, when he found her inclined to the reforma- 
jon, drove her out of his houſe. She was impri- 
ned on account of the ſacrament, but ſigning a re- 
antation, ſhe was ſet at liberty, Not long, after 
e was impriſoned again, and examined before the 
ing's council at Greenwich, where the lord chan- 
lor Wriothefly aſked her opinion of the ſacra- 
ent: Her anſwer was this; „I believe that ſo oft 
a I, in a chriſtian congregation, do receive the 
bread, in remembrance of Chriſt's death, and 
with thankſgiving, according to his holy inſtitu- 
Lon; I receive therewith the fruits of his moſt 
% glorious paſſion.” 


Then the biſhop of Wincheſter (Dr. Gardiner) 
d her make a direct anſwer. She replied, ** She 
vould not ſing a new ſong of the Lord in a 

n 2 


Tavi 


* 


Henry VIII. queen Mary, &c. I will now proceed to 


family, and had been well educated. She was 


_—_— 


e faith which ſhe had uttered before the counei 


«which ye call your God, it is a piece of bread 
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* ſtrange land.” The biſhop ſaid, ſhe ſpake paralles. 
She made anſwer, ** That was beſt for him, for if 
<< ſhe ſhould ſpeak plain truth, he would not accept 
40 it,” | 
The biſhop told her, ſhe ſhould be burned.— 
She anſwered, ** That ſhe had ſearched all the ſcrip- 


ture, yet could never find that Chriſt or his 2. * VC 


* poſtles put any one to death.” Then they bil pond 
her go aſide, and they drew a writing about the fi 
crament, which they requeſted her to ſign, but be het 
would not. | 


The Sunday after ſhe was taken very ill, and de 
fired that Mr. Latimer might'come to her, but it 
was not permitted. She was ſent to Newgate, be 


ing in great pain; and a little time after ſhe rd 
brought to Guildhall, in London, before the inqueſt be ll 
who told her that ſhe was an heretic, and thereforW%cins 
was condemned by law, if ſhe ſtood ta her opinion Af 
She anſwered, © She was no heretic, neither de ell ir 


<< ſerved to die by the law of God. But as for 


could 
ſtedta 


that 1 


<< ſhe would not deny it, becauſe ſhe knew it tot 
6% true.” 


Then they would needs know, if (he would den) 


the ſacrament to be Chriſt's body and blood. » Th 
ſaid, „Les; for the ſame Son of God that bed, 
* born of the Virgin Mary, is now glorious in |\cchanc 
« en; and will come again from thence at the |Mopinic 
« day, like as he went up, As i. And as for the ſh 


« and for proof hereof, mark it, and you will find 
that if you let it lie in the box but three mont 
Leit will be mouldy, and fo turn to nothing - 
: | 40 
go 


ri 
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vhereupon I am perſuatied it eannot be: 
7 3 L 

After that they deſired her to have a prieſt: whiere= 
at (he ſmiled. Then they aſked her, If it were not 
good, She ſaid, She would confeſs her faults to 
a God, for ſhe was- ſure he would hear her with fa- 
« your,” At length ſne, with ſome others, were 

gondemned by the inqueſt. 


She was afterwards committed to the Tours ” 


where the lieutenant put her on the rack, becauſe 


ſhe would not confeſs: of any other perſons who were 


of her opinion. Then-ſhe was carried to the dun- 
geon, and there ſtretched-on the rack a good while;, 
ind becauſe ſhe Jay ſtil}, and did not cry. out, the 
lord chancellor ordered them to (train her again, but 
the lieutenant refuſed it, conſidering her weakneſs, 


being a woman. 
After ſhe was looſed from the rack, ſtie preſently 


fell into a ſ\woon. W herrihe recovered herſelf, ſne 


lat on the bare ground for two hours, reaſoning. 
with the. lord chancellor, who perſuaded her all 
could to renounce her opinions; but ſhe continued 
ſtedtaſt,, by the grace of God, and ſaid, ſhe hoped 
that ſhe ſhould do ſo to the end. 


Then ſhe was brought into a houſe, . and put to- 
bed, being very weary, and-full of pain. The lord 


hancellor ſent her word, that if ſhe would leave her 
opinions, ſhe ſhould want for nothing; but if not, 


ſie ſhould be ſent to Newgate,. and afterwards be 
burned. She returned for anſwer, © That ſhe 
would much rather die than deny the faith.“ 


The day appointed for the execution of this vir- 


i Wh tuous 


* 
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tuous gentlewoman being come, fhe was brought l 
from Newgate, into Smithfield, in a chair, becaug Wl the 
ſhe was ſo lamed by being racked in the Tower, il the 


| that ſne could not walk. As ſoom as ſhe came thi. . 
| ther, ſhe was faſtened to the ſtake with a chain, WW Ha; 
| which held up her weak and feeble body. Wi 
| There were hkewife brought into Smithfield o ther 

be burned with her for the ſame faith, the three men ſhoj 


following, viz. John Laſcelles, geatleman ; Nicho-W of ! 
has Belenian, prieſt; and John Adams, a taylorz han 
who were alſo. faſtened to three ſeveral ſtakes, was 

The lord chancellor ſent ro Mrs. Aiſcough, au ins 
offered her the king's pardon, if ſhe would recant; 
but the refuſed; and ſaid, She came not there toll” L 
deny her Lord and Maſter.” | 


FThhe like offer was made unto the three men at 
the ſtakes, and they alſo refuſed it. Then the lord 
mayor called out, Let juſtice be done.” 

Whereupon the fire was kindled'; and they all 


with conſtancy and courage refigned their ſouls int 
ahe hands of God, in June, 1546. 


THOMAS. TOMKINS, 


HE. lived at Shoreditch, by trade a weaver, and 
was a man of a pious and holy converſation. Bi- 
ſhop Bonner kept him in priſan near a year and al 
half, and was often examined about his religion ens 
and becauſe he did nat agree with the biſhop in his 
opinion of the ſacrament of the altar, nor would be 
perſuaded to recant, he beat him ſeverely, fo tha 


I 
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his face was much ſwelled therewith ; plucked off 
the hair of his beard, which disfigured him, and 
then cauſed him to be ſhaved. 

Another time there came to biſhop Bonner, Mr. 
Hapsfield, Mr. Pendleton, Dr. Chedſey, and Mr. 
Willerton : Then Tomkins was brought before 
them; and, after ſome diſcourſe with him, the bi- 
ſhop finding him to continue ſtedfaſt in the defence 
of his faith, took him by the fingers, and held his 
hand directiy over the flame of a wax candle that 
was burning on the table, to try his courage. Tom- 

ins, thinking that he muſt there preſently die, be- 
gan to recommend himſelf to God, ſaying, O 
eu Lord, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit.” In 
- Wwhich burhing he never ſhrunk, till the veins and 
inews burſt, and fpurted water into Mr. Hapsfield's 
face; ſo that he was moved with pity, and deſired 
fhe biſhop to forbear, and ſaid, that hehad tried him 
nough. Tomkins did afterwards declare unto one 
ames Hinſe, that, whilſt his hand was burning, his 
pirit was fo comforted, that he felt no pain. "4 
In February, 1555, he was brought, the lat 
ime, before the biſhops of London, Bath, &c. and 


ad leave his opinions: To- whom he anſwered, 
My lord,.I wzs born and brought up in ignorance 
until of late; but now I know the truth, _ 
therein will L continue till my death.? 

Then Bonner cauſed all his articles and 1 
ons to be openly read; and, finding he would by 
o means recant, gave ſentence of condemnation a- 
anſt him, and dehivered. him to the ſheriff of Lon- 
. who carried him to Newgate, where he re- 
; mained 


ameſtly exhorted by the biſhop-of Bath to revoke 


in  FUNTER.- 

mained joyful. and conftant until the 16th of March 
llowing ; on which day, the ſheriff conveyed him 
to Smithfield, where he was burned ; ſealing his 4 


faith with his blood, and giving glory to God. — 
SY ng 

WILLIAM HUNTER. 3 

HE was an apprentice, only 19 years of age. For “ 
denying the corporal preſence of Chriſt ia the ſacrz- 
ment, he was taken up, and ſent to the biſhop of of 
London. The biſhop, after ſeveral conferences, 2 
finding him ſtedfaſt in the faith, committed him o, 
the convict - priſon, where he was allowed only one 8 
Dalfpenny a day. Here he continued. three quarters 4 ye 
of a year; during which ſpace,.he was brought be- J 
- fore the biſhop five times, beſides the laſt time, “ th 
which was. the gth of February, in the conſiſtory oi Hun 
St. Paul, the day on which. he and fave others were“ w1 
condemned. | « he 
After condemnation, the biſhop called again fo 6 
Hunter, and told him, if he would recant, he woule * ne 
make him free of the city, and give him forty pound T. 
in money, to ſet up in trade; or he would make hin * 9n 
ſteward of his houſe, becauſe he liked him well, bim 
To which he anſwered, « I thank you for yo ook 7 
&« great offers; notwithſtanding, my lord, if 90 priſed 
cannot ſatisfy my conſcience by ſcripture-argu braced 
ments, I cannot find in my heart to tura fron bool 
* God for the love of the world ; for I count a « bew 
* worldly things but dung and droſs, for the lovec 4 — 
pag 


cc Chriſt,” 


HUNTER. - -- 


Upon this, Hunter was committed to Newgate ; 
i and, on Saturday the 24th of March, he was ſent 
down to Burntwood, in Effex, to be burned.— 
When he came to the place where the ſtake ſtood, 
he took a broom-faggot, and kneeled thereon, ſay- 
ing the 51ſt Pſalm. Then the ſheriff ſaid to him, 
Here is a letter from the queen; if thou wilt re- 
& cant, thou ſhalt live; if not, thou ſhalt be burn». 
«ed.” No (ſaid Hunter) I will not recant, God 
« willing.” Then he went to the ſtake, and one 
r. Wi of the bailiffs faſtened him to it with a chain. —Af- 


> ter which he ſaid, Good people, pray for me, and 
* make ſpeed, and diſpatch quickly; pray for me 
* 5 while you ſee me alive, and I vill pray for 


(« 
en Jou. 


me, “ thee, than I will pray for a dog.” To whom 
Hunter replied, * Mr. Brown, now you have that 
« which you ſought for, and I pray God it may not 
« be laid to your charge at the laſt day; but I for- 
« pive you.” Mr. Brown ſaid, “ 1 aſk no forgive- 
* neſs of thee.” 


Then Hunter cried out, Son of God, fhine up- 


him out of a dark cloud, fo that he was obliged to 
look another way; at which the people were ſur- 
priſed. Then he took. a faggot of broom, and em- 
braced it in his arms. A prieſt came to offer him 
book; but he ſaid, ** Away, thou falſe prophet : 
* beware of him, good people, and come away from 
« their 3 leſt ye be partakers of their 
plagues.“ 

Then 


Juſtice Brown ſaid, “ I will no more pray for 


on me.” And immediately the ſun ſhone upon 
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Then the prieſt ſaid, Look how thou burneſt 
ii here; ſo ſhalt thou burn in hell.” He anſwered, 
Thou lieſt, thou falfe prophet; away.“ 

Then a certain gentleman ſaid, I pray God 
& have'mercy on his ſoul : and the * anſwered, 
«© Amen, Amen.“ 


Hunter, lifting up his hands towards beaven, faid, 
«Lord, Lord, Lord, receive my ſpirit !” and thus 
yielded up his life to God. 


TOM AS HIGBED AND THOMAS CAUSTON, 


THESE two th could not diſſemble 
with God, as to their religion, nor comply with 
the ſuperſtition ſet up by queen Mary; therefore 
they were ſoon. taken notice of by their adverſa- | 
. ries, and committed priſoners to Colcheſter-gaol ; Wl P! 
an account of which was ſent. to biſhop Bonner, 
who, with others, came down to Calcheſter to exa- T 
mine them, and endeavour to reclaim. them. But, 
after much pains taken, both by threats and pro- 
miſes, to no effect, the biſhop in a ſhort time re- 
turned back to London, and brought them priſoners 
with him. 


They were led before the biſhop ; : and 
aſked ſeverally if they would recant their heretical o- 
pinion of the ſacrament of the altar, and return !— 
Mr. Cauſton ſaid, We will not recant; neither 
% came we here for that-purpoſe. You go about to 
os catch us in gins and ſnares ; but remember wha 

6 meaſure 


PIGOT, KNIGHT, &. iy 


te meaſure you give to us, ſhall be meaſured to you 
cc again from God.” | 


They delivered a large confeſſion of their faith in 
writing to the biſhop,” which he cauſed to be read; 
and they ſaid they would ſtand to it, as it was writ- 
ten with their own hands. 


Then the biſhop began to read the ſentence of 
coridemnation againſt them; which being ended, 
they-were committed to the ſheriffs of London, who 
ſent them to. Newgate, where they continued four- 
teen days. On the 23d of March, they were deli- 
vered to the ſheriff of Eſſex, who bound them in 2 
cart, and carried them to their ſeveral places of exe- 
eution, in the county of Eſſex; where they yielded [| 
up their fouls to God in flames of fire. | 


„ 


8 
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PIGOT, KNIGHT, axv LAWRENCE. 


THESE three men were brought to London, be- 
fore biſhop Bonner; who demanded of them, What 
was their opinion of the ſacrament of the altar ?— 
And they ſeverally anſwered, and alſo ſubſeribed, 
That in the ſacrament of the altar (as it is called), 
under tlie forms of bread and wine, there is not 
the very ſubſtance of the body and blood of our 


and Ws Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, but a ſpiritual partaking of 
p dle body and blood of Chrift ; the very body and 
* blood of Chriſt being only in heaven, and no 


here elſe.” 


After the biſhop had tried all he could to perſuade 
hem to recant, and found he could not prevail, he 


paſſed judgment ſeverally on them, and they wen 
delivered into the cuſtody of the ſheriffs of London 
who committed them to Newgate, where they * 
mained joyfully together, till they were carried into 
Eſſex. On the 28th of March, 1555, William 
Pigot was burned at Braintry, and Stephen Knight 
at Malden ; and the next day, John Lawrence ua -A 
carried to Colcheſter ; and not being able to walk, 
-becauſs his legs were worn with heavy irons, and his 
body weakened with hard uſage in priſon, he vun 
brought in a chair to the fire; and fo fitting, wa 
conſumed. | 
It is reported for a truth, that whilſt John Lay- 
"rence was fitting in the fire, divers young children 
came about him, and faid, ©* Lord, ſtrengthen th 
& ſervant, and keep thy promiſe :”” Which great 
ſurpriſed the vaſt number of ſpectators that wer 
preſent, and heard them. 


RAWLINS WHITE. 


HE was a fiſherman, of Cardiff, in Glamorgan 
ſhire. He was apprehended, and brought befc 
Anthony Kechin, biſhop of Llandaff; who ex 
- mined him at various times, and exhorted him t 
return to the Romiſh church. But he remainin 
ſtedfaſt in the faith, the biſhop ſaid, If you a 
by no means be prevailed with for reformatial 
<« we are reſolved to miniſter the law to you; 2 
. *© therefore adviſe with yourſelf what you will do 
Then White anſwered,* „I thank God I am 
TH. chriſt 
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« chriſtian, man, and hold no opinions contrary to 
© the word of God : and if I do, I deſire to be in- 
formed out of the word of God, as a W 
© man ought to be.“ 


After other diſcourſe, the biſhop. paſſed * final 
ſentence, and he was committed to the priſon in 
ardiff, where he remained ſeveral weeks, before 
he writ came for his burning. When he was took 
om the priſon, he met with his poor wife and chil- 
Iren, who ſtood to ſee him, and made great lamen- 
tion for him. This ſudden ſight drew tears from 
s eyes; but he preſently. checked himſelf; and, 

riking his breaſt with his hand, ſaid, ** Ah fleſh ! 
ſtayeſt thou me ſo, wouldeſt thou fain prevail ? 
Well, I tell thee, by God's grace, thou ſhalt not 
get the victory.” So he went to the place of exe- 
ution, where the ſtake was ſet up, and the wood 
eady. Then he fell down on his knees, and kiſſed 


d his noſe, he ſaid, ©* Earth to earth, and duſt to 
duſt; thou art my mother, to thee I muſt re- 
turn,” EE 

Soon after this, the fire being kindled, the ſtraw 
d reeds caſt up a great flame; in which this 
dod old man bathed his hands, till the finews 
Irunk, and the fat dropped away. All this while 
cried with a loud voice, O Lord, receive my 
foul! O Lord, receive my ſpirit !” until he could 
dt open his mouth. 

At laſt the extremity of the fire was ſo vehement 
ainſt his legs, that they were almoſt conſumed be- 
e the reſt of his body was burned ; which made 
whole body fall over the chain into the fire 
Cc ſooner 


he ground : riſing up, and finding ſome earth ſtick | 
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ſooner than it otherwiſe would have done. An 
thus this godly man yielded himſelf to death, ſo 
the teſtimony of God's truth, with great _ 
and patience. 


He was about ſixty. years old, and his hair was al. 
moſt white. He ſuffered in the month of March, 
1555. The chief cauſe of his trouble, WAS his op- 
nion about the ſacrament. - 


GEORGE MARSH. 

HE was a miniſter of the goſpel, and was born 
the pariſh of Dean, in the county of Lancaſter, 
He vigorouſly oppoſed the errors and falſe dotrin 
of the church of Rome; and' continued diligenth 


ſerving his cure, during the reign of king Edward 
the VIth. 


But when queen Mary came to the crown, 
the Romiſh religion was reſtored, he was ſought fo 
as one that.ſowed ſedition, and falſe doctrine amon 
the people (for ſo the preaching of the goſpel was the! 
called) but he withdrew himſelf, and abſconded fo 
a time. Some time after (his mother being thre 
tened on his account) he ſurrendered himſelf tot 
earl of Derby, at his houſe at Latham, in Lanca 
ſhire, where he was examined ſeveral times, a 
committed to Lancaſter gaol. After that, he 
removed from the ſatd gaol to Cheſter, where he» 
examined ſeveral times, and great perſuaſions we! 
uſed by the prieſts and others to make him recail 


T o whom he anſwered, av would as fain live 
i &: . wad [41 yo 


he co 


GLOVER. on 

« you, if in ſo doing I ſhould not deny my Maſter 

ow | Chriſt ; but, if I ſhould deny him, he would deny 
for . me before his Father who 1 is in heaven. 


* Then the biſhop read the ſentence of death; and 
on the 4th of Aptil, 1555, he was led to the place 
f execution, near Spittle-boughton, where he be- 
gan to exhort the people to ſtick cloſe to Chriſt ; but 
one of the ſheriffs would not ſuffer him to proceed, 
After which, he kneeled down and prayed; and, 
ripping himſelf to his ſhirt, was chained to the 
poſt, having a number of faggots under him, and a 
{&, like a firkin, with pitch and tar in it, hanging 
over his head, 

The fire having been unſkilfully made, and the 
wind driving the flame to and fro, he ſuffered great 
xtremity in his death ; which he bore very patiently. 
When he had been a long time tormented in the 
fre, without moving, having his fleſh ſo broiled and 
puffed up, that they who ſtood before him could not 
e the chain wherewith he was faſtened, and there- 
ore ſuppoſed he was dead, he ſuddenly ſpread a- 
road his hands, ſaying, ** Father of heaven, have 

' mercy upon me; and fo yielded up his ſpirit 1 into 
ic hands of the Lord. £ 


* 4. 
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ROBERT GLOVER. 


HE was a gentleman by birth; his father being 
olleſſed of a conſiderable eſtate, at Mancetter, in 
e county of Warwick; but ſtill more was he diſ+ 
hed for his zealous attachment to the doc- 

Cc 2 . trines 
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trines of the goſpel; and his ſteady adherence to the I 
proteſtant religion, 
| Upon the commencement of the bloody perſetu- 
tion in the dioceſe of Lichfield and Coventry, a war- 


rant was iſſued to apprehend him. At the time the 
officers came to take him, he was confined to his ms 
bed by ſickneſs; notwithſtanding which, without 
extending any compaſſion to him- in his afflicted 
ſtate, they procured his commitment to Coventry hot 
gaol, where he remained ten days, though they had 
no crime'to alledge againſt him. However, ſome m 
time after the bilndp came to Coventry, when Mr, 


Glover was brought before him; and he began with \ 
ſaying, J am your biſhop, for want of a better WW 
and I require you to ſubmit yourſelf to my autho- 1 
«c rity. ” s 
Mr. Gloveranfwered, © I am not come to accu 
« myſelf; what have you to lay to my charge ?” V 
Then the biſhop aſked him if he was learned. * 
He ſaid, but meanly learned.“ The chancel I th 
ſtanding by, ſaid, that Mr. Glover was maſter d * 
arts. 
The biſhop laid to His charge, his not coming iq Bl 
church. 5 
He anſwered, that he neither had nor would con A 
to their church, ſo long as the maſs was uſed, tt gaol, 
ſave (if he had them) five hundred lives: and h he w 
challenged the biſhop to ſhew one jot or tittle in He u. 
ſcripture for proof of the maſs. be ge 
The biſhop replied,” he came to teach, and nott be 
be taught. the a 


Mr. Glover ſaid, he \ was content tb learn of E 


GLOVER. 


God. 
Who ſhall jodge: the word ? faid the biſhop. 


Mr. Glover anſwered, that Chriſt was content 
that the people ſhould judge his doctrine by fearch- 


aid he, you ſhould claim no further privilege or 
pre-eminence than they did: Adding, he was con- 
tent that the primitive church, next the apoſtles time, 
ſhould judge between them, 

But the biſhop refuled it; and ſaid, he was his 
biſnop, and therefore he muſt believe him. 


« the ſame, becauſe. you fay ſo!” 

Then the chancellor ſaid he was arrogant, becauſe 
cube would not give place to the biſhop. 
2, Mr. Glover anfwered, © If you will be believed, 
.!“ becauſe you are a biſhop, why find you fault with 
the people who. believed Mr. Latimer, Mr. Rid- 


* ley, and. Mr. Hooper, and the reſt of thoſe who 
« were biſhaps ?”* | 


Becauſe, ſaid the biſhop, they e were heretics, 
And may not you err?“ ſaid Mr. Glover. 


After ſome other diſcourſe, he was ſent back to 
gaol, and from thence removed to Lichfield ; where 


be was kept a cloſe priſoner; without a bed, though 
in ti be was ſick. During the time of his impriſonment, 


be gave himſelf to prayer, and meditation on the 
promiſes of God. And he daily amended in health 
of body, and increaſed in peace of conſcience, thro? 
the aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit. 

21 Cc 3 When 


far as he was able to teach him by the word. o 


ing the ſcriptures, and ſo was Paul. And methinks, 


Mr. Glover replied, If you ſay that black is 
« white, my lord, muſt I ſay as you ay, and believe | 


294 ee. 

When the biſhop called Mr. Glover before him, 
he endeavoured to perſuade him, that the Romiſh 
church was the true church. But, whenever Mr. 


Glover began to ſpeak, the biſhop ſaid, ** Hold thy 
peace, hold thy peace; I command thee by thy 
& obedience to hold thy n thou gn he- ] 
retic.” 1 
Then Mr. Glover deſired the biſhop to charge BW yer 
him with ſome articles; and to convince him with ing 
ſcripture and good learning. golf 
The firſt queſtion the biſhop propoſed to him was, alf 
&« How many ſacraments has Chriſt ordained to be Munti 
* uſed in his church?“ Mr. Glover anſwered, Meat 
-«« Baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper; arid no more.” tio tl 
Then he aſked him, If he allowed-confeſſion?" pivir 
He fgid, ** No.” with 
The biſhop aſted, What he thought of the the! 
e preſence of Chriſt's body in the ſacrament.” He 
anſwered, „That their . maſs was neither ſacrifice 
« nor ſacrament, becauſe they had taken away the 
t true inſtitution ; and when they reſtored it again, OH 
« then he would give his judgment concerning C 
% Chriſt's body in the ſacrament.” 80 


After other examinations, as well in private, as 
openly in the conſiſtory, he was condemned as an 
heretic, and delivered to the ſecular power. 

With the faid Mr. Glover, , ſuffered. one Corne- 
lius Bongey, a maker of caps, in the city of Co- 
ventry. They were both burned” in one fire, in 
Coventry park, on the 20th. of September, 1555; 
where they quietly and willingly yielded up their 
ſouls to God, in hopes of a bleſſed reſurrection. 


MOM 
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THOMAS WITTELL, BARTLET GREEN, 
JOHN TUDSON, JOHN WENT, THO- 
MAS BROWN, ISABEL FOSTER, ax» 
JOAN LASHFORD. 


THESE ſeven virtuous and religious perſons 
de were openly condemned as heretics, for maintain- 
ith ing and adhering to the true faith of Chriſt's holy 

zoſpel. On the 15th of January, 1556, they were 
2s, all ſent to Newgate, where they continued prifoners 
be until the 27th of the ſame month; when they were 
ec, ed to the place of execution, in Smithfield, faſtened 
to three ſtakes, and conſumed in one fire; freely 
seng their lives for the teſtimony of the truth, and 

with humble confidence reſigning their ſouls into 
the the hands of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


OHN LOMAS, ANNE ALBRIGHT, JOAN 
CATMER, AGNES SOUTH, a8 JOAN 
SOLE. e e, 


| at | THESE five perſons were brought, by the ſhe- 
riffs of Canterbury, to-the place of execution, faſ- 
tened to two ſtakes, and ſuffered death together in 


od one fire, on the 3iſt of January, 1556. When the 
| names ſurrounded, them, they ſung palms, and pa- 
* tiently yielded up their ſouls to God; inſomuch, 


that the good knight, Sir John Norton, of the ſaid 
unty, being preſent, wept bitterly at the ſight, | 


. --. CATHE- 


ten... 
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CATHERINE C AWCHES, and her two Daughter, 


IN the month of July, 1556, theſe three worthy 
women were apprehended in the iſle of Gueraſey, 
and condemned by the clergy, for not conforming 
to.the ſuperſtitious ſervices of the church: of Rome, 
One of the ſaid daughters, a, married woman, wa 
big with child. When, the time came that theſe 
godly women were to be burned, they were faſtened 
to three ſtakes. Upon the fire burning with vo- 
lence, a fine boy fell from his mother into the flames, 
but was immediately ſnatched from. thence, Fox 
tells us, that this infant was carried to the provoſt, 
and from him to the bailiff, who gave orders, that 
it ſhould be conveyed back again, arid caſt into the 
fire. Thus was this innocent child baptized in his 
own. blood, and was both born and died a martyr, 


ROSE ALLEN. 


" SHE was a virtuous young woman, about twenty 

rs of age. Her pious father and mother were 
— rl by one Tyrrel, for their attachment 
to the cauſe of Chriſt. At which period, Roſe be- 
iog preſent, he ſaid to her, Give your father and 
& mother good council, and adviſe them to be bet- 


te ter catholic people. ” She replied, '** Sir, they 4-3 
have a better inſtructor than I; for the Holy GholtW e he 
& doth teach. them, I hope, who will not ſuffer}« on 
« them to err.“ & 
Mr. Tyrrel ſaid, © Art thou till in that mind * 
« thou naughty houſewife? It is time to look aftef ... 


«ſuch heretics indeed.“ 
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« Sir, ſaid Roſe, with that which you call he- 
« reſy, I do worſhip my Lord God.” 


' Tyrrel anſwered, I perceive that you will burn, 
goſſip, with the reſt, for company's ſake. 

«No, Six, ſaid ſne, not for company's ſake, but 
for Chfiſt's ſake, if ſo be Jam compelled; and I 
hope in his mercy, if he call me to it, he will 
« enable me to bear it.” 


Then he turned to his company, and ſaid, 40 Sur, 
« this goſſip will burn, do ye think it?” © Marry 
« Sir, ſaid one, prove her, and you will te preſent. 
« Iy what ſhe will do.“ 

Hereupon Tyrrel took a candle, and held it un- 
der her hand, burning it over the back, till the very 
ſine ws burſt afunder ; and repeatedly ſaid, Why, 
« thou whore, wilt thou not cry ??” But ſhe an- 


ſnered; „ She thanked God ſhe had no cauſe, dut 


ix rather- ta rejoice.” And ſhe told him, He had 
more cauſe to weep than ſhe, if he conſidered the 
« matter well.“ At laſt he thruſt her from * 
giving her ill language. 

Then ſaid ſhe, . Sir, have you done what you 
intended to dg?” He ſaid, Yes; and if mo.” 
think it not well, mend it.” 0 

« Mend it, ſhe replied ; the Lord mend you, arid; 
give you repentance, if it be his will. And now, 

« if you think fit, begin at the feet, and ſo on to the 
* head alſo ; for he that ſets you on work, will 
* one day pay you your wages.“ 


She, her parents, together, with ſeven other per- | 
ſons, were burnt at Colcheſter, on the ad of Auguſt, 


_ 


Various _ 


—— "— r unn tt 
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Axrovs are the accounts given by different wri. 

| ters, reſpecting the number of proteſtants who 
faffered death under the reign of queen Mary. The 
following lift is recorded in Coton s Mirror of 
Martyrs >— 
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pointer, in his Chronological Hiſtory of England, 
yol. 1. page 128, informs us, that the number of 
perſons who ſuffered martyrdom in England, for 
oppoſing popery, under queen Mary's reign, was 
297 3 viz. 5 biſhops, 21 divines, 18 gentlemen, 84 
tradeſmen, 110 huſbandmen, ſervants and labour- 
ers, 26 wives, 20 widows, g virgins, 2 boys, and 
2 infants. Beſides 16 that periſhed in prifon, 'and 
7 that were whipt (one to death), 12 buried in 
dunghills; and many that lay condemned, in expec- 
tation of their execution; and ſome hundreds that 


fled beyond the ſeas. Now. if to this number of 


297, we add 848 (the number of thoſe that ſuffered 
in former reigns, viz. the reigns of king Richard II. 


Henry V. Henry VI. Edward IV. and Henry VIII.) 


the diſmal total will be no leſs than 1145.—Not ta 
ay any thing of the perſecutions under the Roman 
emperors, Saxons, and Danes, —A noble Now of 
martyrs indeed | * 

Bp. Burnet tells us, that the 0 2843 
though Grindall, that hved in that time, writes, 
that in two years 800:-were burnt: many more were 
impriſoned, and 60 died in priſon, | 

Baker, in his Chronicle, differs from each of the 
above authors, and ſays that only 277 Ged in her 
reign, on account of their religion. 

But, upon the whole, it may be ſafely inferred, 
that, including not only thoſe martyrs who ſuffered 
at the ſtake, but ſuch godly perſons who died by 


cruel uſage, in priſons, &c. the number amounts to 
300 or upwards, 


THE 


| 
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run MARTYRS GLORIFIED, 


"V4 e F | A. 4 1 * N. 

2 31 

Cs; \HESE . IST, bright they ſhine! 
1 Whence all their white array? 


5. How came they to the happy, ſeats | 
7 ws Of everlaſting day # 17» 


From tort'ring pains to endleſs joys 

On fiery wheels they rode, 1.4 
And ſtrangely waſh'd their raiment white | "of 
In Jeſus" dying blood. 19.41) 54.8 bbs: 


Now they approach a ſpotleſs God, 
And bow before his throne ; _ 
Their warbling harps and ſacred ſongs 
. Adore the holy One. 


1 he unveil d glories of his face 
Amongſt his ſaints reſide, ,-- 
While thę rich treaſure of his grace 

Sees all our, wants ſupply d. 


th thirſt ſhall leave their ſouls, 
And hunger flee as faſt; 
The fruit of life's immortal tree 

Shall be their ſweet repaſt. 


The Lamb ſhall lead his heav'nly flock 
Where living fountains riſe, 

And love divine ſhall wipe away 
The ſorrows of their eyes. 


0 Rev. vii. 13. &c. 


/ "THE LIFE OF 
JOHN, EARL OF ROCHESTER. 


E deſcended from a noble family, had received 

a liberal education, and was the ſubject of great 
perſonal accompliſhments. By his ſincere repent- 
ance, and happy death, he appeared to be (as it is 
judiciouſly expreſſed of him) A very great man 
« every way; à great wit, a great ſcholar, a great 
poet, a great finner, and a great penitent.“ 

Such he is deſcribed to be by two learned divinesv, 
who perſonally knew him, and attended him in his 
laſt ſickneſs. And herein God has ſhewn the free- 
neſs and richneſs of his mercy, to ſave one who 
ſeemed to have made a covenant with death, and was 
at an agreement with hell; ſomething fimilar to the 
apoſtle Paul, though ** before a blaſphemer, a per- 
ſecutor, and injurious ; yet obtained mercy, that 
in him Chriſt Jeſus might ſhew forth all long- 
« ſuffering, for a pattern to them that ſhould here- 
« after believe on him to everlaſting life,” Tim. i. 
1316, 80 God ſtruck him to the ground, as it 
were, by a light from heaven, and a voice of thun- 
der round about him. Inſomuch that now the 
(cales fell from his eyes, as they did from St. Paul's, 

5 his 
' * Biſhop Burnet, who wrote the Remarkable Paſſages of bis 
3115 -# aud Mr, Parſous, who preached his funeral ſermon, 


WA 


302 ROCHESTER. 
His ſtony heart was opened, and ſtreams of tears 
guſhed out; the bitter, but wholeſome tears of true 
xepentance. 


His lordſhip had advanced to an uncommon 
height of impiety, having been an advocate in the 
black cauſe of atheiſm, and an encomiaſt to Beel. 
zebub. He had raked too in the very bottom of 
the jakes of debauchery, and had been a ſatyriſt 
againſt virtue: But when, like the prodigal in 
the goſpel, he came to himſelf, Horror filled his 
miind, and forced fharp and bitter inveCtives from 
him, againſt himfelf 5 terming [himſelf the vilet WM be 
wretch "that ever the ſun ſhone upon; wiſhing be Will « 
Had been a crawling leper in a ditch, a link-boy, or 
a beggar, or had lived in a dungeon, rather than of- Wil © 
fended God as he had done. 6 j 


Upon the firſt viſit of the reverend Mr. Parſons 
to him, on May 26, 1680, after his journey from 
the Weſt, he gladly received him with every token 
of great reſpect; faying, He thanked God, who WW © 
4 jn mercy and good providence ſent me to him, 
4 who ſo much needed my prayers and counſels; 
<« acknowledging how unworthily heretofore he had 
« treated that order of men, reproaching them that 
cc they were proud, and propheſied only for rewards: 
«« But now he had learned how to value them; that 
<< he eſteemed them the ſervants of the moſt high 
God, who were to ſhew to 1 the way to ever- 
« laſting life.“ 

At ' this time, this good man found Him labouring 
urider great trouble of mind, and his conſcience ful 
of terror. He told 1 -* 1 N on n his Journey, 

Wt PTY | 2 
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« he had been arguing with greater vigor againſt 
ars « God and religion, than ever he had done in his 
ue « ife · time before, and that he was reſolved to run. 

them down with all the arguments and ſpite in, 
on « the world ; but, like the great. convert, St. Paul, 
the „he found it hard to kick againſt God.” For 
l- God at that time truck his heart ſo powerfully, 
; of chat he argued as much for God and virtue, as ever 
fit ne had done againſt it. He had ſuch tremendous 


| in apprehenſions of the divine Majeſty, mingled with, 


his WW ſuch delightful contemplations of his- nature and 
rom perfections, and of the amiableneſs of religion, that 
leit he ſaid; © I never was advanced thus far towards 
o be il © happineſs i in my life before, though upon the com- 
„ot © miſſion of ſome ſins extraordinary, I have had 
ol · ! ſome conſiderable checks and warnings from with 
«in; but (till ſtruggled with them, and ſo wore them 
« off again. One day, at an atheiſtical meeting at 
the houſe of a perſon of quality, I undertook t& 


{ons 
from 


ken WI © manage the cauſe, and was the principal diſputant 
who “ againſt God and piety, and for my performauces/ 
him, Ml received the applauſe of the whole company,—' 
ſels; “ Upon which my mind was terribly ſtruck, and I 
e had immediately replied thus to myſelf : * Gagd God, 
than that a man that walks vpright, that ſees the, won- 

ard: derful works of God, and has the uſe of his ſen- 


« ſes and reaſon, ſhould uſe them to the defying of 
his Creator * But though this was à good be- 
* ginning towards my gonyerſion, to find my con- 
* ſcience touched for my ſins, yet it went off again; 
© nay, all my life long, I had a ſecret value and re- 
* verence for an honeſt man, and loved morality in 
*athers, But I had formed an odd ſcheme of reli- 
Dd 2 1 


: that 
high 
ever- 


Jurin? 
ce full 
arne), 

« he 


204 ROCHESTER: 
gion to myſelf, which would ſolve all that God or 
© conſcience might force upon me; yet ] was nor 
ever well reconciled to the buſineſs of chriſtianity, 
** nof had that reverence for the goſpel of Chriſt as 
J ought to have.“ 


This ſtate of mind continued till the 53d chapter 
of Iſaiah was read to him, together with ſome other 
parts of the ſacred ſcriptures z when it pleaſed God 
to fill his mind with ſuch peace and joy in be- 
Jieving, that it was remarkable to all about him.— 
And he frequently deſired thoſe that were with him 
do read the 53d chapter Iſaiah to him; upon 
| which he uſed to deſeant in a very affectionate pa- 
raphraſe, applying the weighty. ſentences. thereof to 
his own bumiliation and comfort. 


O bleſſed God, can ſuch a horrid creature as | 
am be accepted by. thee? I, who have denied thy 
<« being, and contemned thy power? Can there be 
« mercy and pardon for me? Will God own ſuch 
« a wretch as I ? | 


In the middle of His ficknefs he faid, © Shall 
be the unſpeakable joys of heaven be conferred on 
« me? O mighty Saviour, never but through thine 
„infinite love and fatisfaftion ! O, never but by 
e the purchaſe of thy blood?” Adding, That 
« with all abhorrence he did refle& upom his former 
« life; that ſincerely and from his heart he did re- 
« pent of all that folly and madneſs. which he had 
„committed.“ | | 

His faith was very remarkable, in entering into 
and embracing the articles of the chriſtian religion: 


and he juſtly condemned, That foolith 2 
« jyr 


«-ſurd philoſophy which the world ſo much ad- 
« mired, propagated by the late Mr. Hobbes, and 
others; which had undone him, and many more. 
« of the beſt parts in the nation.“ 


Again, his faith reſted alone on Chriſt for ſalva»' 
tion, therefore appeared to be of the right kind. 
He would often intreat God to ſtrengthen his faith, 
crying out, Lord, I believe; help mine unbelief. 

He had a growing eſteem for the ſacred ſeriptures, 
and evidently ſaw their divine uſefulneſs and excel- 
leney: For, having ſpoken to his heart, he ace 
© knowledged, all the ſeeming abſurdities and con- 
tradictions, fancied by men of corrupt and repro- 
« bate judgments, were vaniſned; and the excel-; 
« lency and beauty appeared, being come to receive 
te the truth in the love of it.” | 


He was very conſtant and fervent in his devotions, . 
and would frequently call upon the miniſter who at- 
tended him, to pray with him, or read the ſerip- 
tures to him ; and towards the end of his ſickneſs, . 
would heartily:defire God, To pardon his infir- 
« mities, if he- ſhould not be ſo wakeful and intent 
through the whole duty as he wiſhed to be; and 
« that though the fleſh was weak, yet the ſpirit was 
«viking; and he hoped God would accept that.“ 


Satan, the grand adverſary of fouls, uſed to aſſault 
him with many temptations and diabolical ſuggeſ- 
tions, and every-thing which might be prejudicial. 
to that religious temper of mind God had now en- 
qued him with. One night eſpecially, the tempter 
did make no little uſe of his fiery darts, by caſting 
upon him lewd and wicked imaginations ; But J 
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* thank God, faith he, I abhor them all; and by 
« the power of his grace, which I am ſure is ſui. 
« cient for me, I have overcome them. Tis the 
„ malice of the devil, becauſe I am reſcued: from 
* him; and the goodneſs of (od, that frees me 
from all my ſpiritual enemies.” 

There are many proofs of the ſincerity of his. 
faith, and the ſoundneſs of his repentance ; among, 
others, I ſhall ſingle out thoſe that follow. 


He greatly rejoiced at his lady's converſion from, 
popery, which he. termed, A faction ſupported. 
only by fraud and cruelty.” 

His hearty concern for the pious education of his 
children; wiſhing, © his ſon might never be a wit, 
as he explained it, one of thoſe: wretched crea- 
' «© tures who pride themſelves. in abuſing God an& 
„religion, denying his being or, his providence; 
« but that he might become an honeſt man, and of 
< a truly religious character, which could only be 
the ſupport and bleſſing of his family. 


He left a ſtrict charge to the perſons in whoſe cuſ- 
tody his papers were, to burn all his.prophane and 
tewd writings 3 “ As. being only fit to promote vice 
and. immorality, by which he had fo highly of- 
<* fended God, and ſhamed. and. blaſphemed that 
holy religion into -which. he had been baptized, 
and all his obſcene and filthy pictures which were 
„ ſo notoxiouily ſcandalous.” * 1 

| : 


des Strephon, of noble blood and mindz. 
(For ever ſhine his name) 
« Ax death approach'd, his toul re find, 
And gave his looſer ſonndis to the flame. 
5 Bum 


He proteſted, He would not commit a known 


to his companion in iniquity. He adviſed a gentle- 
man of character, that came to ſee him on his 
teath-bed, *© O remember that you contemn God 
no more. He is an avenging God, and will viſit 
« you for your ſins; and will,” I hope, in mercy 
touch your conſcience, ſooner or later, as he has 
done mine. You and I have been friends and 
© ſinners together a great while; therefore I am the- 
more free with you: We have beenall miſtaken 
in our conceits and. opinions; our perſuaſions have 
been falſe and groundleſs-; therefore God * 
« you repentance.” 

5 And ſeeing the gentleman the next day, he ſaid, 
0 nr you were diſobliged by my plainneſs with 
; (you yeſterday : I ſpake the words of truth and ſo— 
* berneſs.” And ſtriking his hand upon his. breaſt,, 
hid,“ I hope God will touch · yaur heart.” 


He laid his commands on the reverend perſon that: 
tended: him, Io -preach abroad, and to let all 
mem 


« Burn, burn, he ery'd, with facred rage; 
« Hell is the due of ev'ry page, 
« Hell be the fate. (But, O, indulgent heav'n.! 
do vile the mule, and yet the man forgiv'n!) 


“Burn on, my ſongs: For not the filver Thames, 
Nor Tiber, with his yellow ſtreams, 

He In endleſs currents rolling to the main, 

Can e'er dilute the poiſan, or. waſh out. the ſtain. 


„ So Moſes, by divine command, 
Forbid the lep'rous houſe to ſtand ;- 
Whey deep the fatal ſpot was grown: 
Bicak dawn the timber, and dig up the ſtone.“ 
War rs. 
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men know, if they knew it not already, how Go . 
& had diſciplined. him for his fins by his afflicting Wil © 
hand: That his ſufferings were molt juſt, though 4 
he had laid ten thouſand times more upon him, c« | 
How he had laid one tripe upon another, becauſe 
& of his grievous provocations, till he had brought 
& him home. to himſelf. | That his former viſita- 
* tions had not that bleſſed effect he was now ſen- 
< ſible of. He had formerly ſome looſe thoughts 
& and ſlight reſolutions of reforming, and deſigned 
to be better; becauſe even the preſent conſequen. 
< ces of fin were ſtill peſtering him, and were ſo. 
«troubleſome and inconyenient to him. But now: 
he had other ſentiments-of things, and acted up- 
on other principles. 

That none, whom he had been the inſtrument of 
drawing into ſin, might loſe the benefit of his ſin- 
cere though late repentance, he ſubſcribed the fol- 
lowing recantation, and ordered it to be published 
to the world: | 

«For the. benefit of all thoſe whom I may hare 
4 drawn into ſin by my example and encourage 
ment, I leave to the world this my laſt declara- 
e tion, which I deliver in the preſence of the great 
&« God, who knows the ſecrets of all hearts, and be- 
« fore whom I am now preparing to be judged :— 
&« That from the bottom of my ſoul I deteſt and ab- 
| ©& hor. the whole courſe of my former wicked life: 

That I think. I can never ſufficiently admire the 
« poodnefs of God, who has given me a true ſenk 
of my pernicious opinions and vile practices; b 
c which I have hitherto lived without hope, and wit! 


© out God in the world: Have been an open enem 
| f | 4610 
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4 to Jeſus Chriſt, doing the utmoſt deſpite to the 
os WK © holy Spirit of grace. And that the greateſt teſti- 


« mony of my charity to ſuch is, to warn them in' 
n. the name of God, and as they regard the welfare 
ſe WY © of their immortal fouls, no more to deny his be- 
ht. ing or his providence, or deſpiſe his goodneſs ; no 
2- WW more to make a mock of fin, or contemn the pure 
n-- W'* and excellent religion of my ever bleſſed Redeem- 

its er, through whoſe. merits alone I, one of the 
ed; greateſt of Ganers, do yet hope for mercy and for- 

Ns 1 giveneſs. Amen. 


so- © Declared and fiened in the proſence. of 


OW: « Ann RocuesTER, . 
- A Ron ER T PARSONS, | 
| « June 19, 1680. J. ROCHESTER,” 


It hath been faid, and TI think very juſtly, that 
in- cheſe are figns and evidences of true and AE OHA 
fol- repentance. 


We ſhall now attend him to his bed of languiſh- 
ing and death, and view the power of religion upon 
his mind in that important ſeaſon. The poet ſays, 
and experience proves, that, 


——— Death is a detector of the heart. 


And indeed ſo it proved to him ; for his willing- 
eſs to die was an evidence his heart Was ſincere and 
pright before God. 


He was not willing to live, but only to teſtify the 
ruth of his repentance, and to bring glory to God. 
If God, fays he, ſhould ſpare me yet a little long- . 

er time here, I hope to bring glory to his name, 

 Proportionably to the diſhonour I have done to 
« him 
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« him in my whole life paſt; and particularly, 
„ by my endeavours to convince others, and to af. 
& ſure them of the danger of their condition, if they 
continued impenitent; and to tell them, hoy 
& gracioufly God hath dealt with me.“ 

When he came within the nearer views of 
death, about three or four days before it, he ſaid, 
I ſhall now die. But, O, what unſpeakable glo- 
&« ries do I ſee! What joys, beyond thought or 
« expreſſion, am I ſenſible of! I am affured of 


« God's mercy to me, through Jeſus Chriſt, O, 


% how I long to die, and to be with my Saviour.“ 

To conclude. The worthy perfor to whom we 
are indebted for this account of fo illuſtrious à con- 
vert ſays, ** There are many more excellent things 
* which have accafionally dropt from his mouth, 
& in my abſence, that will not come within the nar- 
te row compaſs of a ſermon. Theſe I hope will ſufe 
& ficiently prove what I produce them for.” 

And fo we hope they will have a tendency, in this 
republication, to demonſtrate the power of real reli- 
gion to an incredulous and ungodly world, 


ANECDOTES 
, e 


MIR +" E, Kc. 


IRBY, a martyr, being counſelled by Mr. 
Winkefield to pity himſelf, and to take no 
more upon him than he ſhould be able to perform, 
« The fire (ſaith he) i is hot, the terror is great; the 
« pain will be extreme, and life is fweet.” Kirby 
feplied, Mr. Winkefield, be at my burning, and 
ou ſhall ſay, There ſtandeth a chriſtian ſoldier in 
* the fire. Por I know, that fire, water, ſword, 
and all other things, are in the hands of God, 
* who will fuffer no more to be laid upon us than | 
& he will l give ſtrength. to bear.“ IH 


— 


JOHN ROUGH, mailte, having been to ſee 
the burning of one Auſto, in Smithfield, on his re- 
turn home, met Mr. F arrar, a merehant, who afketl 
tim where he had been? To whom he replietl, 
have been, where I would not for one of my 
eyes hüt 1 had been.” Farrar, aſtoniſhed at this 
reply, again "urged his queſtion. . Mr. Rough an- 
wered, © Forfooth, I have been to learn the way.“ 
And: then related to him the whole matter reſpec- . 
lug the martyrdom of 'Auſto ; where ſhortly after 
be was burned himſelf. | 

ROB E RT 
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ROBERT COO, being aſked by the biſhop of 
Norwich, whether he would obey the king's * 
replied, “ As far as they agree with God's wor, 
« I will obey.“ Whether they agree, or not 2. 
& pree, with: God's word, ſaid-the biſhop, we ar: 
„bound to obey them, even if the king was an in- 
<« fidel.” Coo anſwered, “ If Shadrach, Meſhech, 
and Abednego had ſo done, Nebuchadneza had 
<<, not confeſſed the true God.” 


. HUGH LAVEROCKE, a cripple, and Joh 
Apprice, a blind man, being both chained to the 
ſtake, Laverocke, caſting away his crutch, and com. 
forting his fellow martyr, ſaid, ** Be of good com- 
fort, my brother; for my lord of London is our 
good phyſician: he will ſhortly cure us both; thee 
of thy blindneſs, and me of my lameneſs,” 


= _TTTT 


WIEN Filmer, Teftwood, and Parſons, were 
brought to the ſtake, Filmer ſpake thus chearful 
to his fellow- ſufferers, Be merry, my brethren, 
and lift up your hearts unto God ; for after this 
<< ſharp breakfaſt, I truſt, we ſhall have a good din- 
ner in the kingdom of Chriſt, our Lord and Re- 
e deemer.“ At theſe words, Teſtwood lifting up 
his hands and eyes to heaven, deſired the Lord + 
hove to receive his ſpirit. And, Parſons pulling the 
ſtraw unto him, laid a good deal thereof upon the 
top of his head, ſaying, ** This is God's hat. Nov 
am l dreſſed like a true ſoldier of Chriſi, by whole 
c merits only I truſt this day to enter into his joy.” 


\ SUCH 


* 
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dSYCH was the divine conſolation that filled the 

« foul of Henry Voes, a young man, who was burnt 

0 at Bruſſels, in Flanders, that when the fire was 

g kindled at his feet, he uttered this remarkable ſen- 

tence, Methinks, you ſtrew roſes under my feet.“ 
— 


ch, IT is recorded, reſpecting the thirteen martyrs 
ad WI who were burned at Stratford-le-Bow, that they 
were divided into two companies, and kept in ſepa- 

rate rooms. That the ſheriff came to the one part, 

a and told them, that the other part had recanted, and 
u were ſaved ; exhorting them to do the like, and not 
the to caſt away themſelves. They anſwered, Their 
M- faith was not built on man, but on Chriſt cruci- 
M- By © fied.” When he could not prevail with them, 
our i he went to the other place, and told them, Their 
thee WH «© fellows had recanted, and were ſaved ;” counſel- 
ling them, not wilfully to caſt away themſelves.” 
They anſwered as their fellows had done. When 
he ſaw his purpoſe diſappointed, he cauſed them to 
full be brought forth to the ſtake, which they joyfully 

embraced, and ſuffered death with amazing courage, 
and conſtancy in the faith, 
4 5 — 

Ds. COOK aſked John Jackſon, a martyr, of what 
church he was? He replied, <* Even of that church 
* which is built on the foundation of the apoſtles 
and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 
* corner-ſtone.” Then, ſaid Cook, thou art an 
* heretic.” Jackſon anſwered, ** An heretic ! how 
** can that be, ſeeing I am of that church? Surely, 
* you will not ſay, that the prophets and apoſtley 


pere heretics.” 
E e JULIUS 
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JULIUS PALMER, was born at Coventry. 
During the reign of Edward VI. he was a zealous 
papiſt, in the univerſity of Oxford, and utterly ah. 
horred all godly prayer, and fincere preaching; inſo- 
much that he was noticed by every one, for his ob- 
ſtinacy in his popiſh opinions. He would never at- 
tend religious worſhip in the college, but by com- 
pulſion. In the reign of queen Mary, it pleaſed 
God to ſhew him the evil of his ways; ſo that, 
from an obſtinate papiſt, he became an eminent pro- 
teſtant martyr. The means of his converſion were 
as follow :—He was very inquiſitive to hear how the 
martyrs were apprehended, - what articles of faith 
they died for, how they endured their torments, 
&c. Upon hearing that biſhop Hooper was to be 
burnt at Glouceſter, he ſent two of his intimate 
companions there, deſiring them to be preſent on 
that occaſion, and to bring him a true report there- 
of. It is ſuppoſed he acted thus, becauſe, in the 
time of king Edward, he uſed to affirm, that none 
of them would ſuffer death for their religion. But 
being now convinced to the contrary, he would fre- 
quently be preſent himſelf at the examination and 
death of the martyrs. Upon his return from the 
burning of Latimer and Ridley, he thus exclaimed, 
O raging cruelty ! O tragical tyranny, and more 
te than barbarous !” From that period, he ſtudiouſly 
applied himſelf to attain divine knowledge, by read- 
ing the holy ſcriptures, Peter Martyr's Commentary, 
&c. ſo that in a ſhort time his love and attachment 
to the proteſtant religion exceeded his former aver- 
fion to it: and hereupon he left the univerſity, and 
| Goon after ſealed the truth with his blood. 

| Mu. 


S 


ki 
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Ma. HAWKINS, a little before his martyrdom, 
was viſited by ſome of his intimate friends and ac- 
quaintance, whom he greatly confirmed in the faith, 
by his godly converſation. But they, being mucty 
zgitated in mind on his account, reſpeCting the ſe- 
vere torments of the fire he was to endure, deſired 
him, that in the midſt of the flame he would ſhew 
them ſome token, if he could, whether the pains of 
burning were ſo great, that a man could not thereirt 
keep his mind quiet and patient. This he promiſed 
them to do: and it was agreed, that if the pain was 
tolerable, he ſhould lift up his hands above his head, 
before he gave up the ghoſt. When the period for 
his burning arrived, after his ſpeech was taken a- 
way by the flames, his ſkin-drawn together, and his 
fingers conſumed, fo that all preſent certainly thought 
he had been dead, ſuddenly, this bleſſed ſervant of 
God, as though mindful. of his promiſe, lifted his 
hands above his head, and clapped them together 
three times, to the great aſtoniſhment of all preſent» 
| === 


DOMICILLUS being condemned to be burnt 
for religion, when he was at the ſtake, and the fire 
kindled, the wind ſo drove away the flame, that he 
continued the ſpace of an hour untouched' by it, ex- 
horting and inſtructing the people that ſtood by: 
Whereupon they brought more wood, and veſſels of 
oil, yet neither could he therewith be burnt ; which 
the executioner ſeeing, ſtruck at his head with a ſtaff * 
To whom the holy martyr.ſaid, ** I am condemned 
** to be burned; and do you beat me with ſtaves.“ 
Then the hangman thruſt him through the belly 
with his pike, and ſo flew him. Ads & Men. 

. Ee 2 GEORGE 


3160 ANECDOTES. 


GEORGE SCHERTER, being, for religion, 
condemned firſt to be beheaded, and then burnt; he 
told the people that he would give them a ſign that he 
died a true chriſtian; and when his head was cut off, 
his body falling upon his belly, lay till whilſt one 
might leaſurely eat an egg ; then turned itſelf ſoftly 
upon the back, and croſſed the right leg, and right 
arm over the left; whereby many of the ſpectaton 
were induced to believe the goſpel. Ad & Mon, 

ALICE DRIVER, having put all the popih 
doctors and biſhops, before whom ſhe was examined, 
to ſilence, uſed this ſpeech: Have you no more 
to ſay? God be honoured, you are not able to 
s reſiſt the Spirit of God, in me, a poor woman. 
I was an honeſt poor man's. daughter, and was 
* never brought up at the univerſities, as you have 
< been, having driven the plough. before my father 
many a time; I thank God; yet notwithſtand- 
ing, in the defence of God's truth, and in the 
< cauſe of my Maſter Chriſt, by the aſſiſtance of his 
grace, I will ſet my foot againſt the foot of any of 
« you all, in the maintenance and defence of the 
« fame; and if I had a thouſand lives, they ſhould 
«* all go, before I would deny the faith of my Lord 
and my Saviour.” 

=== 

IT is recorded of archbiſhop Cranmer, that after 
his body was wholly conſumed, his heart was found: 
entire, among the aſhes; which cauſed. his friends 
juſtly to obſerve, that though his hand had erred, 
by ſigning his recantations, his heart had continued 


N. | ' ONE 
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ONE Laremouth, alias Williamſon, a Scotchman, 
chaplain to the lady Anne, of Cleave, being im- 
priſoned for the true religion, he heard a voice, ſay- 
ing to him, “ Ariſe, and go thy ways;” to which he 
gave no great heed at firſt, The ſame words were 
' again repeated to him; upon which he fell to pray- 


er; and, in about half an hour after, he heard 
them a third time : Whereupon he roſe up, and 
immediately part of the priſon- wall fell down. As 
the officers came in at the outward gate of the pri- 
ſon, he leaped over the ditch, and eloped. In the 
way he met a beggar, with whom he changed his 
coat. Then coming to the ſea-ſhore, he found a 
veſſel ready to ſet ſail ;. into which he entered, and 
eſcaped. A Hon.. 


JOHN LAMBERT, as he was burning in 
Smithfield, when his legs were quite conſumed with 
the fire, lifted up his hands (the ends of his fingers 
flaming like torches, and his heart abounding with. 
comfort), and cried out, None but Chriſt, none 


e but Chriſt;” Acts & Mon. 


ST. JeRoM ſhewet his reſolution by the follow- 
ing ſpeech : „If my father was weeping on his 
knees before me, and my mother hanging on my 
neck behind, and all my brethren, . ſiſters, chil- 
* dren,. and kinsfolk crying on every ſide to retain: 
*me in a ſinful life; I would fling my mother to 
the ground, deſpiſe all my kindred, run over my 
father, and tread him under my feet, that. might 
tun to Chriſt when he calleth me.” 


Ee 3 ONE 
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ONE who had accuſed the apoſtle St. James, tlie 
brother of John, when he ſaw that he was con- 
demned, and led to execution, was ſo pricked in 
conſcience, that of his own accord he confeſſed him- 
{elf to be a chriſtian, and. ſo they were both led forth 
to be executed. As they were on the way to the 
place of execution, he deſired St, James to forgive 
him that which he had done; who, after he had 
pauſed a little upon the matter, turned to him, and 
faid, ©*:Peace be unto thee, brother;” and kiſſed him; 
10 then they. were both beheaded together. Euſeb. 
—— — 


ROBERT SMITH, a-godly martyr, being at 
the ſtake ready to be burned, exhorted the people 
to think. well of. his cauſe, nat doubting but that his 
body dying in. that quarrel, ſhould riſe again to life: 
and told them.that God would ſhew them ſome to- 


ken thereof. Accordingly, when he was half burnt, 
all black with fire, and eluſtered together in a lump. 


like a black coal, all men thinking him dead, he ſud- 


denly roſe upright, lifting up the ſtumps of his arms, 


and clapping them together, declaring a rejoicing 


heart, and ſo. bending down again, ſlept in the 


Lord. Ac, & Man. 
— f 


| KILIAN, a Dutch ſchoolmaſter, being in priſon 


for the cauſe of Chriſt, was aſked if he loved not his 
wife and children. Yea (ſaid he), my wife and 


children are ſo dear to me, that if the world was 


all gold, and was mine to diſpoſe. of, I would give 
it to live with them, yea though it were in priſon; 
& yet my ſoul and Chriſt are. dearer to me than all.” 


Ae, & Yon, _ 


he rex 
Thead, 


ANECDOTES. > 
ST: BASIL relates a ſtory. of forty martyrs, whos 
being caſt out naked all night in the winter, prior 
to their being burned the next day, they. comforted: 
themſelves. with theſe reflections :. Sharp is the: 
« winter, but ſweet is. Paradiſe : painful is the froſt, 
but joyful the fruition that followeth it; wait but 
« 2 while, and the patriarchs boſom ſhall cheriſh us: 
After one night, we ſhall lay hold of eternal life: 
Let our feet feel the fire for a ſeaſon, that we may 
for ever walk arm in arm with the angels: Let: 
our hands fall off, that they may for ever be lifted: 
C up to praiſe the Almighty, &c.. 


A GoprLy. chriſtian being tormented by infidels- 
with divers pains and ignominious taunts, they de- 
manded of him, by way of ſcorn, * Tell us what 

<* miracles. thy. Chriſt. hath done ?” He replied, 
„Even what you ſee; for I am not moved with all 
the cruelties and contumelies you caſt upon me.“ 
„ ST. BASIL being ſent to 1 the emperor, to ſuhj 
ernie to the Arian hereſy, the meſſenger at firſt gave 
him good language, and promiſed. him great prefer-- 
ment if he would turn Arian : To whom he anſwer- 
ed, Alas, Sir, theſe ſpeeches are fit to catch little 
children withal, who look after ſuch things; but: 
* we that are nouriſhed and taught by the holy 


d W« (criptures, are readier to ſuffer a thouſand.deaths, 
(than to ſuffer one ſyllable or tittle of the ſeripture 
e to be altered.” The meſſenger, offended with: 
nz 


his boldneſs, told him that he was mad: To whom: 


be replied, „I wiſh I were for ever thus mad.” 
Theodar,. 
HE 
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HE who wrote the life of Anſelm, faith thus of 
Rim, That he feared nothing in the world more 
than fin; and that if on the one hand he ſhould 
& ſee corporally the horror of fin, and on the other 
« the-pains of hell, and muſt neceſſarily be plunged 
into the one, he would chooſe hell rather than fin; 
< and that he would rather have hell, being inno- 


« cent, and free from ſin, than, polluted with the 
10 filth thereof, poſſeſs the 3 of heaven.“ 


Mx. WOODHAM, a martyr, ſpeaks thus of him- 
ſelf: ** When J have been in priſon, wearing bolts and 
« ſhackles, ſometimes lying upon the bare ground, 
« ſometimes fitting in the ſtocks, ſometimes bound 
« with cords, that all my body hath been ſwoln, 
and like to be overcome with pain; fometimes 
4 fain to lie without in the woods and fields, wan- 
„ dering to and fro; ſometimes brought before the 
<-juſtices, ſheriffs, lords, doors and bifhops; ſome- 
times called dog, devil, heretic, traitor, thief, de. 
<: ceiver,. whoremonger, &c. yea, they that did ent 
© of my bread, and ſhould have been moſt my 
& friends by nature, have betrayed me.—Yet, for al 
& this, I praiſe my Lord God, that hath ſeparated 
me from my mother's womb. All this that hath 
happened to me hath been eaſy, light, and moſt 
& delectable and joyful of any treaſure. I ever pot 
＋ſeſſed.“ Ads & Man, 
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l E 1 * 

GOD's FJUDGMENTS 
UPON 
PERSECUTORS. 


NTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, a grievous 
blaſphemer of God, and a cruel perſecutor of 
the Jews, proudly proteſted that he would make Je- 
muſalem a common burying-place, and the ſtreets 
thereof to run with their blood; but being ſmitten 
by God as he went thitherward, he began to relent, 
kemed very penitent, and vowed that if he recover- 
ed, he would do many and great things for the peo- 
ple of God; that he would become a Jew, and go 
through all the known world to declare the power 
'f God. But the Lord knowing his hypocriſy, ill 
ontinued his diſeaſe, which was a remedileſs pain 
the bowels, intokrable torments of the inward 
arts; his body breeding abundance of worms, 
hich iſſued out of the ſame, ſo that he rotted a- 
ove ground ; and by reaſon of the intolerable ſtink, 
dereof, no man could endure to come near him; 
ea, himſelf could not abide the ſame; and ſo he 
nded his wretched life in much miſery. Fo/ephus. 


Herod Antipas, who beheaded John the Baptiſt, 
tt long after falling into diſgrace with the Roman 
| emperar,, 


LES 
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emperor, both he and his inceſtuous Herodias were 
baniſhed ; and fell into ſuch miſery and penury, 
that they ended their wretched lives with much 
ſhame and"miſery. Euſebius. 


Caiaphas, the high-prieſt, who aſſembled the 
council, and ſuborned falſe witneſſes againſt the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, was ſhortly after put out of his 
office, and one Jonathan ſubſtituted in his room; 
whereupon he killed himſelf, Euſeb. 


Pontius Pilate, who condemned Chriſt, ſhortly 
after falling into diſgrace with the Roman emperor, 
was by him baniſhed, and fell into ſuch miſery that 
he hanged himſelf. Euſeb. 


Nero, that monſter of men, who raiſed the firſ 
bloody perſecution againſt the chriſtians, ſet the city 
of Rome on fire, and then charged it upon them: 

under which pretence he expoſed them to the fury 
of the people, who cruelly tormented them, as it 
they had been common burners and deſtroyers 0 
cities, and the deadly enemies of ' mankind, Yea, 
Nero himſelf cauſed them to be apprehended, clad 
in wild beaſts* ſkins, and torn in pieces with dogs; 
others were crucified ; ſome he made bonfires of, tc 
tight him in his night-ſports : In ſhort, ſuch horri- 

ble cruelty he uſed towards them, as cauſed many o 

their enemies to pity them. But God found out 
this wretched perſecutor at laſt ; for being adjudzec 
by the ſenate an enemy to mankind, he- was con 

demned to be whipped to death ; for the prevention 
whereof he cut his own throat. Mau. Tacit. Au. 


Domitian 
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+ Domitian, the author of the ſecond perſecution 
zoainſt the chriſtians, was ſo puffed up with pride, 
that he would needs be adored as a god : but againſt 
him roſe up his own houſhold fervants, who (by 
conſent of his wife), ſlew him with daggers in his 
privy chamber. His body was buried without ho- 
nour, his memory curſed to poſterity, and his arms 
and enſigns were thrown down and defaced. 


Trajan, though in the government of the com- 
mon-wealth he was a good and prudent prince, yet 
by the ſuggeſtion of Satan he raiſed the third perſe- 
cui@F/againſt the church: for which cauſe the ven- 
geance of the Almighty fell upon him. Firſt, he 
was viſited with a palſy; then loſt the uſe of his 
lenſes ; was afterwards afflicted with a dropſy, and 
died in great anguiſh. Dion. 


Hadrian, who raiſed the fourth perſecution, cauſed 
many chriſtians to be crucified in Armenia at one 
time, and afterwards ſtirred up a hot perſecution a- 
gainſt them, in all places; was ſtricken by God with 
an iſſue of blood, which ſo weakened and diſquieted 
him, that he would fain have killed himſelf : then 
he fell into a conſumption of the lungs, which he 
ontinually ſpat out: and after, had an inſatiable 
iroply. Finding himſelf in ſuch horrible torment, 
le defired poiſon to haſten his death, or a knife to 
ut his throat : but theſe being kept back from him, 
e was forced to endure the tormeat, and expired in 
Feat miſery. Spart. 


Severusg 
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Severus, the author of the fifth perſecution, after 
he began to perſecute the chriſtians, never proſper. 
ed, but fell into divers calamities ; and at laſt had 
fuch an extreme pain through his whole body, that 
_ languiſhing therewith, he would fain have poiſoned 
| himſelf : but being prevented, he died in much mi- | 
fery. Alſo Vitellius Saturnius (one of the inſtru. Wl 
ments of his cruelty) fell blind. Another, called 
Claudius Herminianus, governor of Cappadocia, 0 
who out of hatred to his wife (a chriſtian) had ex- 
tremely afflicted many of God's children, was viſit- 
ed with the peſtilence ; and had vermin bred in his t 


bowels, that devoured him alive in a moſt horrible r 
manner, and extorted from him a confeſſion, that r 
0 


thoſe plagues juſtly befel him for his eruelty againſt 


the chriſtians. Tert. ad Scap. ta 
v1 

Maximinus the emperor, who raiſed the fixth {WI hi 
perſecution againſt the chriſtians, eſpecially again WI ho 
the paſtors of the church, was himſelf, together with WW an 
his ſon, ſlain by his own ſoldiers. Euſeb. di 
Wa 

Decius, who raiſed the ſeventh perſecution, and bit 
laboured by all means to deſtroy the church of ; 
Chriſt, uſing all the cruelty and torments that mans . 
wit could deviſe ; for this God raiſed up the Scythi- * 
ans againſt him, whereby his army was overthrown, — 
and himſelf and ſon cruelly ſlain: or, as others ſay, "Ra 
he leaped his horſe into a whirl-pit, after which bis ing 
body could never be found. Orof. Euſeb. Pompon. Wh , 
Immediately after the death of this tyrant, God D 
Eat a gricyous peſtilence upon the bloody Gentile wen 

1 
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Ja every province, which laſting ten years together 
made ſuch havock as is horrible to hear, and almo 
incredible to believe: And it was obſerved, that 
where the emperor's edicts had-been put in execu- 
tion with ſeverity, there it raged moſt, ſo that many 
places became-utterly deſolate. Euſeb. 


Gallus, the emperor, who continued the ſeyenth 
perſecution, was ſlain, with his ſon, by o one of his 
own captains. As & Mon, 


Valerian, i in the beginning of TY reign, was mild 
towards the chriſtians; but afterwards proved a ter- 
rible perſecutor of them through all his dominions, 
which was the eighth perſecution. But it was not 
long before he was overthrown in the Perſian wars, 
taken priſoner (being 70 years old), and made fo 
vile a ſlave, that Sapores, the king of Perſia, uſed 
xth his back as a block, whereby to mount upon his 
int WW horſe; and at laſt cauſed him to be flayed alive, 
ith and powdered with ſalt. Euſeb. Likewiſe Clau- 

dius, a preſident, one of the miniſters of his cruelty, 
was poſſeſſed by the devil; and fo tormented, that, 
and biting off his tongue in ſmall bits, he died miſerably, 


Aurelian, the author of the ninth perſecution, be- 
ing about to give out an edict for renewing the per- 
ſecution againſt the chriſtians, a thunderbolt, at the 
ſame time, fell at his feet; which ſo terrified him, 
that he forbore for a time. But afterwards return- 
mg to his bloody diſpoſition, God ſtirred up his 
own ſervants to cut his throat. Niceph. Eutrop. 


Diocleſian, the author of the tenth perſecution, 
vent more ſubtilly to work: For he firſt uſed all 
FF politic 
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politic ways, to make the chriſtians in his army re. 
nounce their faith: Then, by proclamation, com- 
manded their churches to be beaten down; their 
bibles to be burnt, and torn in pieces; that all 
ehriſtians who bore any office ſhould be depoſed; 
that bondmen who would forſake their profeſſion 
ſhould be made free. But when, after all his ſub- 
tilty and cruelty, he ſaw that the number of Chric. 
tians ſtill” increaſed, being ſatiated with blood, he 
gave up the empire. After which, he was tormen- 
ted with divers ſtrange diſeaſes; had his houſe burnt 
down by lightning; and he was fo frightened with 
thunder, that he fell mad, and killed himſelf. Ruff: 


Maximinian, his fellow-emperor, was alſo ex- 
ceeding cruel and outrageous againſt the chriſtians ; 
for when 20,000 of them were met together in a 


temple at Nicomedia, upon a ſolemn feſtival-day, to _ 
ſerve God, he cauſed it to be environed by a band of lo 


ſoldiers, ſet on fire, and burned, with all that were 
in it. Another city of chriſtians, in Phrygia, after 
a long ſiege, he cauſed to be burnt to cinders, with D. 
all the inhabitants therein. But God ſhortly after ing 
ſtruck him with a grievous diſeaſe: Vermin bred a- his 
bundantly in his body, with ſuch an horrible ſtink, I of 
that not being able to endure it, he hanged himſelf, geo 


Euſeb. Niceph. ack 


Maximinus, who next ſucceeded in the eaſtern 8 

empire, was a cruel and bloody perſecutor of the ra 
ſaints; for which, God ſtruck him with an uncouth 
diſeaſe. A ſudden putrefaction grew in his privy 
members ; and a botchy corrupt bile in the bottom 
of them, with a fiſtula conſuming and eating up his 
SETS, L entrails, 
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entrails; out of which came ſwarming an innume- 
rable company of lice, iſſuing forth ſuch a peſtife- 
rous ſtink that no perſon could abide him. Being a 
corpulent man, all his fat putrified and ſtank ſo hor- 
ribly, that ſome of his phyſicians not being able to- 
endure it, were commanded to be ſlain ; and others 
were cruelly put to death becauſe they could not cure 


vengeance upon him for deſtroying the chriſtians, 
he ſeemed to repent, and commanded the perſecu- 
tion to ceaſe; and thereupon it pleaſed God to free 


t 
- him from his diſeaſe. But, about ſix months after, 


he ſent forth a new proclamation, for the utter root- 
ing out of the name of chriſtians ; whereupon his 
diſeaſe returned again, and aſſaulted bim in great 
extremity, ſo that his body being all rotten, fall of 
corruption. and worms, he died miferably. Chry- 


ſoſtom faith, that the * of his eyes fell out be- 
fore his death. 


| 4 

Galerius, a chief inftroment of perſecution under 
Diocleſian, fell into a grievous diſeaſe. A ſore, riſ- 
Ing in the nether part of his belly, which conſumed 
his privy members; from whence iſſued abundances 
of worms, bred by the putrefaction. Neither ſur- 
geons nor phyſicians could cure him ; whereupon he 
acknowledged that it befel him juſtſy,:for his mon- 
ſtrous cruelty to the chriſtians ; howbeit he died mi- 
ſerably, or (as ſome write) llew himſelf, Languet. 


Chron, 


The Roman emperors from the time of Chriſt to 
that of Conſtantine (being 330 years) were all of 
them contemners of Chriſt, enemies to his word, 


Ff 2 and 


him. But at laſt, being told that this was God's juſt 


ö 


— 


2 
2. 
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and many of them perſecutors of his ſaints ; amofg 
whom, few (or none) of the emperors eſcaped God's 
avenging hand; ſo that forty-three are reckoned to 
have come to untimely ends. fa & Mon. 


Agapetus, a young man, of the age of 15 years, 
for the profeſſing of Chriſt, was firſt ſcourged with 
whips, then hung up by the feet, and ſcalding wa. 
ter poured upon him ; [then caſt to the wild beaſts, 
which (being more merciful than men) refuſed to 
touch him; whereupon he was beheaded. But An- 5 
tiochus, who paſſed ſentence upon him, ſuddenly 4 
fell down from his judicial feat, crying out, that all þ 
his bowels burned within him; and fo he gave up 
the ghoſt, As & Men. a 


Hunericus, ſon to a king of the Vandals, being an 5 
Arian, was a mercileſs perſecutor of the godly eliriſ- g 
tians, baniſhing 5000 of them at one time: Some 
of whom being unable to travel, he cauſed cords to ble 
be tied to their legs, and to drag them through rough 


places, whereby many of them periſhed. But ſhort- ” 
ly After, he was tormented with venomous biles all 
over his body, and at.laſt conſumed with vermin, th 
Hhft. Maga. lie | 


Mamuca, a Saracen, m a cruel perſecutor of * 
the church of Chriſt, like unto Pharaoh, met with 
the like deſtruction from God. As he returned from 
the ſlaughter of many chriſtians, the Lord cauſed 
the ſea to ſwallow him up, with the greateſt part of 
his army, in an hundred ſhips, ſo that few or none 


eſcaped, Paul. Diaconus, J. 3 Ca 12. 


At 
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At Vaſſie, in France, 1500 people being afſem- 
bled in a church, upon a ſabbath-day, hearing the 
word of God preached ; the duke of Guiſe ſuddenly 
ſurrounded the church with armed ſoldiers ;. and, 
ſtanding at the door with a drawn ſword, he ſent in 
his ſoldiers, who cruelly killed all without diſtinc- 
tion of age or ſex : But he was ſhortly after ſlain at 
the ſiege of Orleans. As & Mom 


, 
: Minerius, governor of Provence, who was ſent 
: by the king of France with an army againſt the Wal- 
ö denſes, uſed: much cruelty againſt them; burning 
l ſome, killing others, driving others into woods and” 
P mountains, whereby they periſhed with famine; and 
depopulating whole towns. But the Lord ſmote 
him with a terrible diſeaſe ;. fo that he felt like a fire 
burning him from the navel upwards, his lower parts 
rotted,. and were conſumed with vermin; which was 
2 attended with a grievous ſtink, and profuſion of 
0 blood in the place of his urine : In theſe extreme: 


torments he ended his-wretched. life. Simpſe 


| Earl Simon, of Montfort, a cruel perſecutor of: 
the Albigenſes,. by the inſtigation of the pope, as 
lie beſieged ſome of them in Tholous, had his head 


0 parted from his body by a fire ſtone, which a wo- 
* man let out of an engine. Simpſ. e 
rom Wl Ring Charles IX. of France, a bloody petſecu-- 
= tor, who had cauſed the ſhedding of the blood of 
t 0 


d, ooo proteſtants, in the maſſacre of Paris, fell ſick, 
by God's juſt judgment, and with great effuſion of 
blood from many parts of his body, died miſerably... 


Ff 3 Sir 
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| 
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Sir Thomas Moore, and Fiſnher, biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter, who had put to death John Frith, and ſome 
ethers for religion, were themſelves thortly after con- 
demned for treaſon, and beheaded. As & Alan. 


Philips, who betrayed Mr. Tindall to the empe. 


ror's ſecretary, ſhortly after fell into a grievous ſick- 
neſs, and was conſumed with lice. As & Mon. 


Pavier, town-elerk of the city of London, a cruel 
enemy to the true profeſſors of the goſpel, ſwore a 
great oath, that if he thought the king would ſet 
<« forth the ſcriptures in Engliſh, be would cut his 
& own throat, rather than live. ſo long.” But he 


broke his promiſe (ſaith the author); for, inſtead of 


doing fo, he hanged himſelf ſhortly aftes. As and 


Aon. 


Foxford, chancellor to Stokeſtey, biſhop: of Lon- 
don, a bloody perſecutor, and common butcher of 
God's faints, died ſuddenly, fitting in his chair; his 
belly breaking, and his bowels fallingout before him. 
As and Mon. 


Rockwood; who was 3 great ſtirrer up of perſecu- 
tion againſt the god]y in Calais, ſuddenly fell lies, 


ſtaring, raging, add crying out, I am utter 
« damned.” And being exhorted to affe mercy of 


God, heroared but, „It is now too late, for I have 
« maliciouſly ſought the death. of many godly per- 
4 ſons, and that againſt my own conſcience, and 
ce therefore it is now too late,” — Thus he continued 
te his death. T he-under-marſhal alſo, wio was at 

3 the 
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the fame time another perfecutor there, ſuddenly 
fell down in the council-chamber, and never ſpake: 
a word more. Acts & Mon. 


Dr. Story, a bloody perſecutor in queen Mary's 
days, when queen Elizabeth came to the crown, 
could not forbear to curſe her daily in his grace at. 
table, and he was deſervedly hanged for his treaſon 
therein, Anno 1571, Camb. Eliz. 


Cardinal Wolſey, after much oppoſiti tion againſf 
me light of the goſpel which ſprang up in his time, 
and great cruelty uſed towards the profeſſors. of it 
falling. into diſgrace with king Henry VIII. was, 
ſent for up out of Yorkſhire ;; and, in his journey, 
ſuſpecting the iſſue, took ſuch. a ſtrong purge, that 
his rotten body being unable to bear it, he died 
thereof at Leiceſter Abby. His dead body was as. 
black as pitch, and ſo heavy, that fix men could: 
f ſcarcely bear it; and it ſtank ſo intolerably, that they: 
were forced. to haſten his burial in the night; at. 
which time a dreadful tempeſt aroſe, and put out; 
all the torches; ſo that they were glad to throw him 
into his tomb, and thereleave him. Af & Mon. 


„„ Aon tg 


VN As queen Mary was prodigal of the lives of her 
rly deſt ſubjects, and a perſecutor af the goſpel, ſo no- 
of thing which ſhe- took. in hand proſpered. The 
re klergeſt ſhip ſhe had,, the Great Harry, was. burnt by: 
lightning, the world at that time not affording ſuch | 
another. Then. ſhe married Philip, king of Spain, 
to ſubject England to ſtrangers; yet. ſhe could never 
let the Engliſh. « crown. ga his. head, She attempted; 

che 
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the reſtitution of abby- lands, and had all the aſſiſ 
tance the pope could give her, yet was utterly eroſt 
in that deſign. She loft Calais, in France, which 
had been poſſeſſed by the Engliſh during the reigns 
of eleven kings; that is, from king Edward III. 
which loſs fo afflicted her, that ſhe told her courti- 
ers, If they opened her body when ſhe was dead, 
« they would find Calais written in her heart.“ 
The land in her reign was grievouſly affficted with 
tempeſts, famine, plague, and mortal diſeaſes; ſo that 
in three months there died ſeven aldermen of Lon- 
don; and the mortality was fo awful, that much 
corn was loſt for want of men to gather it, whereby 
great ſcarcity enſued, and many poor people lived: 
upon acorns.. 


Stephen Gardiner was r cruel perſeeutor of the 


proteſtants. In king Henry VIII. 's time, he was 


a: great ſtickler for the divorce of queen Catharine, 
and therefore made biſhop of Wineheſter. In-Ed- 
ward VI.'s time he ſeemed a friend to the goſpel, 
and preached it up; but, in queen Mary's days, he 
was an inveterate enemy againſt the profeſſors there- 
of, The ſame day that biſhops Ridley and Latimer 
were burnt at Oxford, the old duke of Norfolk came 
to dine with Gardiner, who deferred dinner till four 
o'clock in the afternoon ;- but, when one of his ſer- 
vants came poſting to tell him that fire was put to 
theſe ſervants of God, he eame rejoicing to the 
duke, and ſaid, Now let us go to dinner.” The 
table was ſet, and the biſhop began to eat merrily a 
few bits, but was on a ſudden ſtruck fick. Being 
1 from the table to bed, he continued i 5 
int 
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intolerable torment, and could evacuate nothing 
either by ſtool or urine. His tongue was black, 
and ſwoln fg big that his mouth could not con- 
tain it; and his body was violently inflamed.—In 
this ſad condition he lay fifteen days, and then 
ended his life. In his fickneſs, Dr. Day, biſhop of 
Chicheſter, coming to ſee him, began to ſpeak about 
4 the merciful promiſes of God, and free juſtification 
. by the blood of Chriſt; he replied, « What, my 
ab & lord,. will you open that gap now ? then farewel 
is « altogether; open this window to the people, and 
k « farewel altogether.” And being put in mind of 
* St. Peter's denying his Maſter, and that he ought not 
d do deſpair; he anſwered, I have denied Chriſt 
« with Peter, but I never repented with Peter.“ 


e Bloody Bonner, though he died in his bed, yet 
as lay under the judgment of impenitency; and as he 
e, bad been a perfecutor of the light, and a child of 
d- Wl darknefs, fo in darkneſs and at midnight his carcaſe 
el, was tumbled into the earth; and, as a murderer, 
he vas laid among thieves and murderers—a place, by 
te- God's Juſt Judgment, fitly appointed for him. 

er 


Dr. Whittington, chancellor, having condemned 
areligious woman to be burnt at Chipping- Sudbury, 
a multitude of people came to ſee her ſuffer, and 
Whittington among the reſt. At the ſame time a 
butcher in the town was killing a bull, which was 


zur 


"he: MW faſt bound with a rope, ready to be tnbcked on the 
y x bead; the butcher miſſing his ftroke, the bull broke 
ing booſe juſt as the people were coming from the execu- 
im non; who feeing him, made a lane; and the bult 
tal⸗ paſſed 
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paſſed through them, without hurting any, till it 


came to Whittington; againſt whom it ran very A 
furiouſly, thrufting its horns into his belly, and — 
tearing out his bowels, which it trailed about the 2 
ſtreets; to the aſtoniſhment of * who ſaw his 
wretched end, 1 
Arundel, archbiſhop of Canterbury, who ſilenced on 
many proteſtant miniſters, and procured the burn- | 
ing of many of the martyrs, had his tongue ſwelled 
ſo big in his mouth, that he could neither ſpeak, "A 
eat, nor drink, for ſeveral ws, and as died of * 
* | A Fr 
James Abbes, the martyr, as he went towards 3, 
the ſtake, ſome poor people begged alms from him; Ml P* 
and becauſe he had no money, he plucked off his fel 
| Cloaths even to his ſhirt, which he diſtributed -o 
mong them; earneſtly - exhorting them * to be Ml fen 
e ſtrong in the Lord, and as faithful followers of 7 
« Chriſt, to ſtand ſtedfaſt in the truth of the goſpel; 1 
ﬆ which, with God's aſſiſtance, I will now in your " 
42 ſight ſeal with my blood.” Whilſt he was thus 3 
| ſpeaking, one of the ſheriff's men cried out, Good * 
people, believe him not, he is an heretic, and a * 
% mad man, and out of his wits ; believe him not, . _ 
« for it is hereſy which he ſpeaketh.” Mr. Abbes But 
continued his exhortation, yet this wretch exclaim- b he 
ed againſt him all the way he went to the'ſtake ; but "a 
as ſoon as the fire was kindled, God's juſtice over- 
took him ; he inftantly was Grand with madneſs H. 


and diſtraction, and furiouſly pulling off his cloaths, Nous 


ke cried out. Thus did James Abbes, the true 


* 
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tt ſervant of God, who is ſaved, but I am damned.” 
And, in like manner, he ran about the town, crying 
out, that James Abbes was a good man, and was 
ſaved, but he was damned. His maſter cauſed him 
to be cloathed, and bound, and kept in a dark room; 
but he rent his cloaths, till exclaiming as before, 
with the utmoſt horror and deſpair : and thus he 
1 ended his miſerable life. . N 


i ? 

Thomas Twyford, (who was a buſy body under 

cruel Bonner, in the perſecution of the proteſtants, 

£ he being very alert in ſetting up ſtakes. in Smith- 

field, for the burning of the martyrs, and ſeeing the 

(takes burn away faſt, ſaid, + Will not theſe ſtakes 

N « hold ? I'll provide one that ſhall do; and there- 

upon cauſed a large tree to be ſet up in Smithfield), 

fell into an horrible diſeaſe; and, rotting alive above 

El ground, none could bear to come near him for the 
* ſtench; in which miſerable ſtate he died. 


1. In the year 1530, divers noblemen in Germany 
being at ſupper together, and threatening horrible 
things againſt the profeſſors of the goſpel ; amongſt 
00 the reſt, Count Felix, of Wartenburg, a great war- 
12 vor, who had been in command under Maximilian, 
the emperor, ſaid, That he hoped before he died 

= * toride up to the ſpurs in blood of the Lutherans.” 
But, being ſmote by God that very night, he fell a- 
bleeding in ſo violent a manner, that his own blood 
choaked him, and ſo he ended his life. Flac. 1/ly#. 


Henry, archbiſhop of Mentz, a godly and virtu- 
ous man, being accuſed of hereſy to the pope, he 
ent two cardinals, who moſt unjuſtly depoſed him 


from 


* 
- 
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from his place; wheteupon he ſaid unto them, 4 
I ſhould from this your unjuſt ſentenee appeal un 
< to the pope, it is likely I ſhould: find no redre 
« from him; wherefore I appeal to the Lord Jeſu 
£ Chriſt, the juſt and righteous Judge; and cite yo 
« to anf wer me before his judgment ſeat for this in 
Ti jury.“ Fo: which they ſcoffingly replied, «« G 
© you firſt, and we will follow after.“ Shortly afte 
the archbiſhop died; which the cardinals hearing of 
they ſaid jeſtingly one to another, ©* Behold, he j 
6 gone before, and we mult follow according to ou 
c promiſe.” And indeed ſoon after they both die 
upon one day; the one ſitting upon a jakes voide 
out all his entrails; the other gnawing off his ow 
fingers, all deformed with en 4 himſelf, die 

n y. Aci and Mon. 
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"Tap 12, line 3, for he as, read he was. 
Page 81, line 32, for 1715, read 1415. 
Page 102, line 37, or © devils in me, peat devils in ti 
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